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again and again, I can work with Republicans
and Democrats to move forward. Let’s join to-
gether, make health care in America even bet-
ter.

Three generations ago, we chose to end an
era when seniors were left to languish in pover-
ty. We passed Social Security, and slowly, it
was woven into the fabric of America and
made a difference in the lives of millions of
people. Two generations ago, we chose to end
an age when Americans in their golden years
didn’t have the guarantee of health care. Medi-
care was passed, and it helped millions of peo-
ple.

This generation of Americans chose to finish
the job: to turn the page on a past when our
citizens could be denied coverage just for be-
ing sick, to close the books on a history where
tens of millions of Americans had no hope of
finding decent, affordable health care, had to
hang their chances on fate. We chose to write a
new chapter, where, in a new economy, Amer-
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icans are free to change their jobs or start a
business, chase a new idea, raise a family, free
from fear, secure in the knowledge that porta-
ble, affordable health care is there for us and
always will be, and that if we get sick, we’re not
going to lose our home; that if we get sick, that
we're going to be able to still look after our
families.

That’s when America soars: when we look
out for one another, when we take care of each
other, when we root for one another’s success,
when we strive to do better and to be better
than the generation that came before us and
try to build something better for generations to
come. That's why we do what we do. That’s the
whole point of public service.

So this was a good day for America. Let’s get
back to work. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:34 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House.
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I applaud the Democrats and Republicans
in Congress who came together to give the
United States the chance to negotiate strong,
high-standard agreements for free and fair
trade that protect American workers and give
our businesses the opportunity to compete.
With bipartisan majorities, Congress also voted
to expand vital support for thousands of Amer-
ican workers each year and to bolster economic
relations between sub-Saharan Africa and the
United States. Of course, we still have more
work to do on behalf of our workers, which is
why T'll continue to encourage Congress to
pass robust trade enforcement legislation that
will help us crack down on countries that break
the rules. But this week’s votes represent a

much-needed win for hard-working American
families.

As President, I've spent the last 6% years fight-
ing to grow our economy and strengthen our
middle class, and that remains my top priority
today. I believe we should make sure that the
United States, and not countries like China,
write the rules of our global economy. We
should support more good jobs that pay good
wages. We should level the playing field so that
our workers have the chance to compete and
win. That’s what this new legislation will help us
do, and T look forward to signing these biparti-
san bills into law as soon as they reach my desk.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 2146;
and H.R. 1295.
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