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And those of us who know freedom and op-
portunity, thanks to the toil and blood of those
who came before us, we have an extra respon-
sibility to extend freedom and opportunity to
other people who are still marginalized and
still facing injustice: working families who ar-
en’t getting paid a living wage; women who ar-
en’t getting paid equally for their efforts; immi-
grants who deserve to have a pathway to be
able to get right with the law; anybody who is
treated differently because of the color of their
skin or the nature of their faith; anybody whose
right to vote is threatened.

So there are still battles to wage, more
hearts and minds to change. As long as there’s
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a single child in America that’s afraid they
won’t be accepted for who they are, we've got
more work to do. But if the people in this room
and our friends and allies across the country
have proven anything, it’s that even in the
toughest of circumstances, against the greatest
possible odds, in America, change is possible.
It’s in our hands. Together, I know we’ll get
there. Look how far we’ve already come.
Thank you. God bless you. Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:17 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to U.S. Chief Technology
Officer Megan Smith.

Remarks on the United States Supreme Court Ruling on the Patient

Protection and Affordable Care Act
June 25, 2015

Good morning, everybody. Have a seat. Five
years ago, after nearly a century of talk, de-
cades of trying, a year of bipartisan debate, we
finally declared that in America, health care is
not a privilege for a few, but a right for all.

Over those 5 years, as we've worked to im-
plement the Affordable Care Act, there have
been successes and setbacks. The setbacks I
remember clearly. [Laughter] But as the dust
has settled, there can be no doubt that this law
is working. It has changed, and in some cases
saved, American lives. It set this country on a
smarter, stronger course.

And today, after more than 50 votes in Con-
gress to repeal or weaken this law, after a Pres-
idential election based in part on preserving or
repealing this law, after multiple challenges to
this law before the Supreme Court, the Afford-
able Care Act is here to stay.

This morning the Court upheld a critical
part of this law: the part that's made it easier
for Americans to afford health insurance re-
gardless of where you live. If the partisan chal-
lenge to this law had succeeded, millions of
Americans would have had thousands of dol-
lars” worth of tax credits taken from them. For
many, insurance would have become unafford-
able again. Many would have become unin-

sured again. Ultimately, everyone’s premiums
could have gone up. America would have gone
backwards. And that’s not what we do. That’s
not what America does. We move forward.

So today is a victory for hard-working Amer-
icans all across this country whose lives will
continue to become more secure in a changing
economy because of this law.

If you're a parent, you can keep your kids on
your plan until they turn 26, something that
has covered millions of young people so far.
That’s because of this law.

If you're a senior or an American with a dis-
ability, this law gives you discounts on your
prescriptions, something that has saved 9 mil-
lion Americans an average of $1,600 so far.

If youre a woman, you can’t be charged
more than anybody else, even if you've had
cancer or your husband had heart disease or
just because you're a woman. Your insurer has
to offer free preventive services like mammo-
grams. They can’t place annual or lifetime caps
on your care because of this law.

Because of this law and because of today’s
decision, millions of Americans who I hear
from every single day will continue to receive
the tax credits that have given about 8 in 10
people who buy insurance on the new
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marketplaces the choice of a health care plan
that costs less than a hundred dollars a month.

And when it comes to preexisting condi-
tions, someday our grandkids will ask us if
there was really a time when America discrimi-
nated against people who get sick. Because
that is something this law has ended for good.
That affects everybody with health insurance,
not just folks who got insurance through the
Affordable Care Act. All of America has pro-
tections it didn’t have before.

As the law’s provisions have gradually taken
effect, more than 16 million uninsured Ameri-
cans have gained coverage so far. Nearly one in
three Americans who was uninsured a few
years ago is insured today. The uninsured rate
in America is the lowest since we began to
keep records. And that is something we can all
be proud of.

Meanwhile, the law has helped hold the
price of health care to its slowest growth in 50
years. If your family gets insurance through
your job—so you're not using the Affordable
Care Act—you’re still paying about $1,800 less
per year on average than you would be if we
hadn’t done anything. By one leading measure,
what business owners pay out in wages and sal-
aries is now finally growing faster than what
they spend on health insurance. That hasn’t
happened in 17 years, and that's good for
workers, and it’s good for the economy.

The point is, this is not an abstract thing
anymore. This is not a set of political talking
points. This is reality. We can see how it is
working. This law’s law is working as—exactly
as it’s supposed to. In many ways, this law is
working better than we expected it to. For all
the misinformation campaigns, all the dooms-
day predictions, all the talk of death panels and
job destruction, for all the repeal attempts, this
law is now helping tens of millions of Ameri-
cans.

And they've told me that it has changed
their lives for the better. I've had moms come
up and say, “My son was able to see a doctor
and get diagnosed and catch a tumor early, and
he’s alive today because of this law.” This law is
working. And it’s going to keep doing just that.
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Five years in, this is no longer about a law.
This is not about the Affordable Care Act as
legislation or Obamacare as a political football.
This is health care in America.

And unlike Social Security or Medicare, a
lot of Americans still don’t know what Obam-
acare is beyond all the political noise in Wash-
ington. Across the country, there remain peo-
ple who are directly benefiting from the law,
but don’t even know it. And that’s okay.
There’s no card that says “Obamacare” when
you enroll. But that’s by design, for this has
never been a Government takeover of health
care, despite cries to the contrary. This reform
remains what it’s always been: a set of fairer
rules and tougher protections that have made
health care in America more affordable, more
attainable, and more about you, the consumer,
the American people. It’s working.

And with this case behind us, let’s be clear:
We've still got work to do to make health care
in America even better. We'll keep working to
provide consumers with all the tools you need
to make informed choices about your care.
We'll keep working to increase the use of pre-
ventive care that avoids bigger problems down
the road. We'll keep working to boost the
steadily improving quality of care in hospitals
and bring down costs even lower, make the
system work even better. Already, we've seen
reductions, for example, in the number of re-
admissions at hospitals. That saves our society
money, it saves families money, makes people
healthier.

We’re making progress. We're going to keep
working to get more people covered. I'm going
to work as hard as I can to convince more Gov-
ernors and State legislatures to take advantage
of the law, put politics aside, and expand Med-
icaid and cover their citizens. We've still got
States out there that, for political reasons, are
not covering millions of people that they could
be covering, despite the fact that the Federal
Government is picking up the tab.

So we've got more work to do. But what
we’re not going to do is unravel what has now
been woven into the fabric of America. And my
greatest hope is that rather than keep refight-
ing battles that have been settled again and



again and again, I can work with Republicans
and Democrats to move forward. Let’s join to-
gether, make health care in America even bet-
ter.

Three generations ago, we chose to end an
era when seniors were left to languish in pover-
ty. We passed Social Security, and slowly, it
was woven into the fabric of America and
made a difference in the lives of millions of
people. Two generations ago, we chose to end
an age when Americans in their golden years
didn’t have the guarantee of health care. Medi-
care was passed, and it helped millions of peo-
ple.

This generation of Americans chose to finish
the job: to turn the page on a past when our
citizens could be denied coverage just for be-
ing sick, to close the books on a history where
tens of millions of Americans had no hope of
finding decent, affordable health care, had to
hang their chances on fate. We chose to write a
new chapter, where, in a new economy, Amer-
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icans are free to change their jobs or start a
business, chase a new idea, raise a family, free
from fear, secure in the knowledge that porta-
ble, affordable health care is there for us and
always will be, and that if we get sick, we’re not
going to lose our home; that if we get sick, that
we're going to be able to still look after our
families.

That’s when America soars: when we look
out for one another, when we take care of each
other, when we root for one another’s success,
when we strive to do better and to be better
than the generation that came before us and
try to build something better for generations to
come. That's why we do what we do. That’s the
whole point of public service.

So this was a good day for America. Let’s get
back to work. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:34 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on Congressional Passage of Trade Promotion Authority and
Trade Adjustment Assistance Legislation

June 25, 2015

I applaud the Democrats and Republicans
in Congress who came together to give the
United States the chance to negotiate strong,
high-standard agreements for free and fair
trade that protect American workers and give
our businesses the opportunity to compete.
With bipartisan majorities, Congress also voted
to expand vital support for thousands of Amer-
ican workers each year and to bolster economic
relations between sub-Saharan Africa and the
United States. Of course, we still have more
work to do on behalf of our workers, which is
why T'll continue to encourage Congress to
pass robust trade enforcement legislation that
will help us crack down on countries that break
the rules. But this week’s votes represent a

much-needed win for hard-working American
families.

As President, I've spent the last 6% years fight-
ing to grow our economy and strengthen our
middle class, and that remains my top priority
today. I believe we should make sure that the
United States, and not countries like China,
write the rules of our global economy. We
should support more good jobs that pay good
wages. We should level the playing field so that
our workers have the chance to compete and
win. That’s what this new legislation will help us
do, and T look forward to signing these biparti-
san bills into law as soon as they reach my desk.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 2146;
and H.R. 1295.
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