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under its jurisdiction or control anywhere, or
until such time as the parties agree that, in the
case of nuclear material or moderator material,
such items are no longer usable for any nuclear
activity relevant from the point of view of in-
ternational safeguards or have become practi-
cally irrecoverable, or in the case of equip-
ment, components, or byproduct material,
such items are no longer usable for nuclear
purposes.

The ROK has a strong track record on non-
proliferation and its government has consis-
tently reiterated its commitment to nonprolif-
eration. The ROK is a party to the Treaty on
the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, has
an International Atomic Energy Agency safe-
guards agreement and Additional Protocol in
force, is a member of the four multilateral non-
proliferation export control regimes (Missile
Technology Control Regime, Wassenaar Ar-
rangement, Australia Group, and Nuclear Sup-
pliers Group, for which it served as Chair in
2003–2004 and is scheduled to do so again in
2015–2016), and is an active participant in the
Proliferation Security Initiative. A more de-
tailed discussion of the ROK’s civil nuclear
program and its nuclear nonproliferation poli-
cies and practices, including its nuclear export
policies and practices, is provided in the NPAS
and in two classified annexes to the NPAS sub-
mitted to you separately. As noted above, the

Director of National Intelligence will provide
an addendum to the NPAS containing a com-
prehensive analysis of the export control sys-
tem of the ROK with respect to nuclear-relat-
ed matters.

I have considered the views and recommen-
dations of the interested departments and
agencies in reviewing the proposed Agreement
and have determined that its performance will
promote, and will not constitute an unreason-
able risk to, the common defense and security.
Accordingly, I have approved the proposed
Agreement and authorized its execution and
urge that the Congress give it favorable consid-
eration.

This transmission shall constitute a submit-
tal for purposes of both sections 123 b. and 123
d. of the Act. My Administration is prepared to
begin immediately the consultations with the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the
House Foreign Affairs Committee as provided
in section 123 b. Upon completion of the 30
days of continuous session review provided for
in section 123 b., the 60 days of continuous ses-
sion review provided for in section 123 d. shall
commence.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 16, 2015.

Remarks at an Investiture Ceremony for Attorney General Loretta E. Lynch
June 17, 2015

Thank you, everybody. Thank you so much.
Everybody, please have a seat. I was telling Lo-
retta backstage, a little pomp and circumstance
never hurts. [Laughter]

Justice Sonia Sotomayor is here. I want to
congratulate Deputy Attorney General Sally
Yates on her confirmation. She is here some-
where. There she is. And I want to thank the
elected officials who are here today, the family
and the friends, colleagues.

At long last, I’m so proud to be here for the
installation of our 83d Attorney General of the
United States, Loretta Lynch.

We want to welcome Loretta’s family—her
husband, Stephen Hargrove; her father, Rev-
erend Lorenzo Lynch. We want to say to Mrs.
Lynch as well, thank you so much for your ap-
pearance.

As I said when I nominated Loretta, in a
country built on the rule of law, there are few,
perhaps no, offices more important than that
of Attorney General. The person in this posi-
tion is the American people’s lawyer, tasked
with enforcing our Federal laws and making
sure they’re applied evenly and equally.

And that’s the legacy of Eric Holder. We are
grateful for his outstanding service as one of
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the longest serving Attorney Generals in our
history. And I want to thank his wonderful
wife, Dr. Sharon Malone, who’s here today.
Where’s Sharon at? There she is.

As Attorney General, Eric was driven by his
fundamental belief that justice is not an ab-
straction, it’s a very real and tangible way that
our laws interact with people in their daily
lives. And the good news is, Loretta shares that
belief.

She brings her own unique style of leader-
ship. She brings a wealth of experience to the
Justice Department at a time when there is so
much work to be done, from keeping us safe
from terrorist attacks to protecting our finan-
cial system to safeguarding our environment to
upholding civil rights. And all of you at the Jus-
tice Department, public servants who do in-
credible work day in and day out, could not ask
for a better leader.

Many of you know Loretta’s story. Born in
segregated Greensboro, North Carolina, Lo-
retta was raised by a fourth-generation Baptist
minister and a school librarian, both of whom
don’t seem to mind speaking their minds—
[laughter]—that’s just my quick impression—
[laughter]—and more importantly, taught Lo-
retta the value of speaking up for what’s right.

As a young girl, she’d go to the Durham
courthouse with her father and watch court
proceedings, and he’d tell her stories about her
grandfather, who risked everything to protect
Black people who found themselves caught up
with the law, but had almost no recourse under
Jim Crow. And he did this with only a third
grade education, proving to Loretta that, no
matter what our circumstances, we all have the
power to make a difference in the lives of oth-
ers.

So it’s clear that both her parents had a huge
influence on Loretta. They are her biggest cheer-
leaders. Apparently, when she applied to work at
the U.S. Attorney’s Office and a FBI agent went
to their house to conduct a routine background
check, her parents pulled out a bunch of scrap-
books of Loretta’s accomplishments—[laugh-
ter]—made the agents look through them.
[Laughter] I’m sure Loretta was mortified.
[Laughter] “And here in third grade, she got the

prize.” [Laughter] “And here’s one of her old po-
ems.” [Laughter] I can just picture the FBI agent
sitting there, “Yes, ma’am.” [Laughter]

So the agent later told Loretta that she
probably wasn’t a threat to America because if
she were, “her parents would have document-
ed it in some way.” [Laughter] That’s some-
thing I can appreciate as a father. [Laughter]

So Loretta seized the opportunities that her
family gave her to build a distinguished life in
public service. After Harvard College and Har-
vard Law School, she rose to become a strong,
independent prosecutor. Loretta spent years in
the trenches battling terrorism and financial
fraud and cybercrime. She went from the As-
sistant U.S. Attorney’s Office in the Eastern
District of New York to Chief of the Long Is-
land Office—[applause]—Chief Assistant U.S.
Attorney—Long Island in the House! And
then U.S. Attorney.

She chased public corruption. She helped
secure billions in settlements from some of the
world’s biggest banks accused of fraud. She
jailed some of New York’s most notorious and
violent mobsters and gang members. She pur-
sued some of the world’s most dangerous ter-
rorists and cyber criminals.

The law is her map; justice, her compass.
She is tough, but she is fair. She is firm, but
kind. Her intelligence and her judgment, her
grace under fire have earned the trust and ad-
miration of those she works with and those she
serves and even those she goes up against.

In fact, it’s funny that we are “installing” Lo-
retta today—it’s not like she’s been waiting
around for the embossed invitation. She hit the
ground running from day one. She’s already
made her mark here at home and abroad be-
cause of her laser focus on the core mission of
the Justice Department: the protection of the
American people.

And she understands the importance of po-
licing and improving relationships between law
enforcement and communities. She went on a
six-city tour to spotlight the challenges in com-
munity policing and the progress that’s being
made. She understands the importance of
criminal justice reform: that we have to be
smart on crime, not just tough. That’s why



June 17 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2015

710

she’s committed to working as a partner to
leaders with both parties who want to pursue
reform that continues the trend of a falling
crime rate and a falling incarceration rate.

She understands the importance of protect-
ing our national security while also securing
our civil liberties. That’s why she will safeguard
the programs that are critical to protecting
American lives and Americans’ privacy. I see
our FBI Director, Jim Comey, who’s here, and
I know he’s committed to doing the same
thing.

She lives out the words of one of our great-
est Attorney Generals, Robert F. Kennedy:
“The glory of justice and the majesty of the law
are created not just by the Constitution, nor by
the courts, nor by the officers of the law, nor
by the lawyers, but by the men and women
who constitute our society—who are protec-
tors of the law as they are themselves protected
by the law.”

That’s always been the story of our Nation.
Our strength does not come from the words
we’ve written on the page or the laws we’ve put
down on the books. It comes from ordinary cit-

izens, generation after generation, who do
their part to uphold our founding ideals. It
comes from an unshakable faith in our ability
to stand up for what is right and to admit
where we’ve fallen short and then choose a
better way forward.

That was the cause to which Loretta dedi-
cated her life long before she became Ameri-
ca’s top law enforcement officer. Today, the
American people can have no greater advocate
for their right to equality under the law, no
greater partner in securing justice for all than
our Attorney General, Loretta Lynch.

[At this point, Supreme Court Associate Justice
Sonia M. Sotomayor administered the oath of
office. Attorney General Lynch then made re-
marks.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:24 a.m. at
the Warner Theatre. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Lorine Lynch, mother of Attorney
General Lynch. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of Attorney General Lynch.

Statement on the Observance of Ramadan
June 17, 2015

As the new crescent Moon brings in the
holy month of Ramadan, Michelle and I
send our warmest greetings to all those ob-
serving the month of fasting in the United
States and around the world. Ramadan is a
time in which families and communities
come together for iftars and prayers in fes-
tive gatherings that demonstrate the rich
and diverse traditions of Muslim societies
and cultures.

It is also a deeply spiritual time of reflec-
tion and renewal meant to increase thankful-
ness and consciousness of God’s mercy. Mus-
lims honor each day of Ramadan as a day of
patient endurance through fasting, and each
night as a night of gratitude through prayers.
It is a time to reinforce faith, compassion and
forgiveness, and perseverance through adver-

sity. In this month of giving, Muslims around
the globe reach out to assist those afflicted by
conflict, hunger, poverty, and disease. And
here in the United States, American Muslims
join their fellow citizens to serve the less for-
tunate, hosting interfaith activities that build
understanding and remind us that we stand
together as one American family. The diversi-
ty and patriotism of America’s religious com-
munities give strength to all of us, and our
freedom to worship reminds us of the values
we share.

I once again look forward to welcoming
American Muslims to the White House for our
annual White House iftar dinner to honor the
month of Ramadan and recognize the service
of American Muslims from across the country.
From my family to yours, Ramadan Kareem.
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