
June 15 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2015

706

proud of them too. And those juniors, you’ve
got a big year ahead of you, but we know
you’ve got what it takes: intelligence, character,
and a good sense of humor. So I’m confident
that you guys are going to do great.

I told these young men as we were taking pic-
tures before we came out that I could not be
prouder of how they conducted themselves.
This—we’re just in the process now of starting to
expand our mentee program not just here at the
White House, but through “My Brother’s Keep-
er.” We’re trying to expand this all across the
country, because what we know is, when we give
outstanding young people like this a chance, they
can succeed. They just need a little bit of help.
They just need a little bit of encouragement.
Maybe a contact here or two. A mentor who is
willing to show them the ropes. Somebody who
is helping them to set their sights high.

And so what I told them is that although
they will not be White House mentees after
this class, they will always be part of my family
and those mentors in our administration who
are with them. And so they will continue to be
able to count on us to help smooth out some of
those rough patches and to get the kind of sup-
port that they need to continue to succeed. So
I’m not going anywhere for at least 18
months—[laughter]—but after that, Michelle
and I and Broderick and others who have been
involved in this program, we intend to contin-
ue to help support young people.

Now, as we’ve always said, there’s mutual
responsibilities involved. So just as we’re going
to continue to be there for you, we expect you
to continue to not only work hard and apply
yourself, but also to help reach back and pro-
vide the kind of leadership and guidance. We
want you to be role models for the young peo-

ple that are coming behind you, starting obvi-
ously with your brothers and sisters, but then
continuing to expand to others who may not
have always had the same opportunities that
you’ve had. And you’ve got to make sure that
you’re helping to not only conduct yourself in a
way that gives them an idea of what it takes to
succeed, but that you’re also being hands on in
helping them wherever you can.

One of the things that I think we all have to
understand as a country is that we all do better
when everybody has a shot. This idea that some-
how we succeed just on our own is just not true.
Nobody does, not even the President of the
United States, maybe especially not the Presi-
dent of the United States. There are thousands,
tens of thousands of people—starting with my
parents, and now my family—but tens of thou-
sands, hundreds of thousands of people who
helped me succeed and continue to help me suc-
ceed every single day. And that’s the nature of
how any society works is, we support each other.
And so you’ve got to, as beneficiaries of a lot of
support from some wonderful family members,
you’ve got to make sure that you are showing that
same leadership going forward. All right?

Couldn’t be prouder of you. I can’t wait to
see all the great things that you’re going to
achieve. Congratulations. And, parents, way to
go. Good job. All right. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:24 p.m. in the
Blue Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gerard Contee, student,
McKiley Technology Education Campus in
Washington, DC; and Cabinet Secretary Brod-
erick D. Johnson, in his capacity as Chair of the
“My Brother’s Keeper” Task Force.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Proposed Agreement for Cooperation
Between the Government of the United States of America and the Government
of the Republic of Korea Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy
June 16, 2015

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,

pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the “Act”), the text of a
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proposed Agreement for Cooperation Be-
tween the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the Republic
of Korea Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy (the “Agreement”). I am also pleased
to transmit my written approval, authorization,
and determination concerning the proposed
Agreement, and an unclassified Nuclear Prolif-
eration Assessment Statement (NPAS) con-
cerning the proposed Agreement. (In accor-
dance with section 123 of the Act, as amended
by Title XII of the Foreign Affairs Reform and
Restructuring Act of 1998 (Public Law
105–277), two classified annexes to the NPAS,
prepared by the Secretary of State, in consulta-
tion with the Director of National Intelligence,
summarizing relevant classified information,
will be submitted to the Congress separately.)
The joint memorandum submitted to me by
the Secretaries of State and Energy and a letter
from the Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission stating the views of the Commis-
sion are also enclosed. An addendum to the
NPAS containing a comprehensive analysis of
the export control system of the Republic of
Korea (ROK) with respect to nuclear-related
matters, including interactions with other
countries of proliferation concern and the ac-
tual or suspected nuclear, dual-use, or missile-
related transfers to such countries, pursuant to
section 102A(w) of the National Security Act of
1947 (50 U.S.C. 3024(w)), is being submitted
separately by the Director of National Intelli-
gence.

The proposed Agreement has been negoti-
ated in accordance with the Act and other ap-
plicable law. In my judgment, it meets all ap-
plicable statutory requirements and will ad-
vance the nonproliferation and other foreign
policy interests of the United States.

The proposed Agreement contains all of the
requirements established by section 123 a. of
the Act. It provides a comprehensive frame-
work for peaceful nuclear cooperation with the
ROK based on a mutual commitment to nucle-
ar nonproliferation. It would permit the trans-
fer of material, equipment (including reactors),
components, information, and technology for
nuclear research and nuclear power produc-

tion. It would not permit the transfer of Re-
stricted Data, and sensitive nuclear technology
or technology or information that is not in the
public domain concerning fabrication of nucle-
ar fuel containing plutonium could only be
transferred if specifically provided by an
amendment to the proposed Agreement or a
separate agreement. Any special fissionable
material transferred could only be in the form
of low enriched uranium, with two exceptions:
small quantities of material for use as samples;
or for other specified applications such as use
in loading and operation of fast reactors or the
conduct of fast reactor experiments. The pro-
posed Agreement would also obligate the Unit-
ed States to endeavor to take such actions as
may be necessary and feasible to ensure a reli-
able supply of low enriched uranium fuel to
the ROK, similar to terms contained in other
recent civil nuclear cooperation agreements.

The proposed Agreement would also estab-
lish a new standing High-Level Bilateral Com-
mission (HLBC) to be led by the Deputy Sec-
retary of Energy for the Government of the
United States of America and the Vice Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs for the Government of
the ROK. The purpose of the HLBC is to facil-
itate peaceful nuclear and strategic coopera-
tion between the parties and ongoing dialogue
regarding areas of mutual interest in civil nu-
clear energy, including the civil nuclear fuel
cycle.

The proposed Agreement will have an initial
term of 20 years and would renew for one ad-
ditional period of 5 years unless either party
gives written notice at least 2 years prior to its
expiration that it does not want to renew the
proposed Agreement. The proposed Agree-
ment also requires the parties to consult as
soon as possible after the seventeenth anniver-
sary of its entry into force to decide whether to
pursue an extension of the proposed Agree-
ment. In the event of termination of the pro-
posed Agreement, key nonproliferation condi-
tions and controls will continue in effect as
long as any nuclear material, moderator mate-
rial, byproduct material, equipment, or compo-
nent subject to the proposed Agreement re-
mains in the territory of the party concerned or
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under its jurisdiction or control anywhere, or
until such time as the parties agree that, in the
case of nuclear material or moderator material,
such items are no longer usable for any nuclear
activity relevant from the point of view of in-
ternational safeguards or have become practi-
cally irrecoverable, or in the case of equip-
ment, components, or byproduct material,
such items are no longer usable for nuclear
purposes.

The ROK has a strong track record on non-
proliferation and its government has consis-
tently reiterated its commitment to nonprolif-
eration. The ROK is a party to the Treaty on
the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, has
an International Atomic Energy Agency safe-
guards agreement and Additional Protocol in
force, is a member of the four multilateral non-
proliferation export control regimes (Missile
Technology Control Regime, Wassenaar Ar-
rangement, Australia Group, and Nuclear Sup-
pliers Group, for which it served as Chair in
2003–2004 and is scheduled to do so again in
2015–2016), and is an active participant in the
Proliferation Security Initiative. A more de-
tailed discussion of the ROK’s civil nuclear
program and its nuclear nonproliferation poli-
cies and practices, including its nuclear export
policies and practices, is provided in the NPAS
and in two classified annexes to the NPAS sub-
mitted to you separately. As noted above, the

Director of National Intelligence will provide
an addendum to the NPAS containing a com-
prehensive analysis of the export control sys-
tem of the ROK with respect to nuclear-relat-
ed matters.

I have considered the views and recommen-
dations of the interested departments and
agencies in reviewing the proposed Agreement
and have determined that its performance will
promote, and will not constitute an unreason-
able risk to, the common defense and security.
Accordingly, I have approved the proposed
Agreement and authorized its execution and
urge that the Congress give it favorable consid-
eration.

This transmission shall constitute a submit-
tal for purposes of both sections 123 b. and 123
d. of the Act. My Administration is prepared to
begin immediately the consultations with the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the
House Foreign Affairs Committee as provided
in section 123 b. Upon completion of the 30
days of continuous session review provided for
in section 123 b., the 60 days of continuous ses-
sion review provided for in section 123 d. shall
commence.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 16, 2015.

Remarks at an Investiture Ceremony for Attorney General Loretta E. Lynch
June 17, 2015

Thank you, everybody. Thank you so much.
Everybody, please have a seat. I was telling Lo-
retta backstage, a little pomp and circumstance
never hurts. [Laughter]

Justice Sonia Sotomayor is here. I want to
congratulate Deputy Attorney General Sally
Yates on her confirmation. She is here some-
where. There she is. And I want to thank the
elected officials who are here today, the family
and the friends, colleagues.

At long last, I’m so proud to be here for the
installation of our 83d Attorney General of the
United States, Loretta Lynch.

We want to welcome Loretta’s family—her
husband, Stephen Hargrove; her father, Rev-
erend Lorenzo Lynch. We want to say to Mrs.
Lynch as well, thank you so much for your ap-
pearance.

As I said when I nominated Loretta, in a
country built on the rule of law, there are few,
perhaps no, offices more important than that
of Attorney General. The person in this posi-
tion is the American people’s lawyer, tasked
with enforcing our Federal laws and making
sure they’re applied evenly and equally.

And that’s the legacy of Eric Holder. We are
grateful for his outstanding service as one of
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