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the importance of upholding the principles of
territorial integrity and sovereignty.

We’ll have an opportunity to discuss the ef-
fort against ISIL and the situation in Iraq and
Syria and assess what’s working, what’s not, and
how we can continue to make progress there in
dismantling the infrastructure that ISIL has
built and in promoting the kinds of political in-
clusion in Iraq and ultimately in Syria that are
going to be necessary for a long-term solution.

We’ll also have a chance to talk about hot-
spots like Libya and Nigeria, where, obviously,
terrorism has gotten a foothold. And more af-
firmatively, we’re going to have an opportunity
to continue the discussion bilaterally that we’ve
been having with the other G–7 members
around issues like trade and climate change
and the importance of U.S. and British leader-
ship on those issues.

So I am very much looking forward to this
conversation. We have no closer partner
around the globe on a whole host of critical is-
sues. I would note that one of the great values
of having the United Kingdom in the Europe-
an Union is its leadership and strength on a
whole host of global challenges. And so we
very much are looking forward to the United
Kingdom staying a part of the European Union
because we think that its influence is positive
not just for Europe, but also for the world.

But, David, again, congratulations.
Prime Minister Cameron. Thank you.
President Obama. Look forward to contin-

ued work.
Prime Minister Cameron. Well, thank you

very much. And it’s good to be back with my

friend and close partner, Barack Obama, and
working together over the coming years.

As you said, Barack, there are so many issues
to discuss at this meeting and bilaterally with
our very close partnership and the partnership
between Britain and the United States, that
special relationship. But they all really come
down to two words: prosperity and security;
what we want for our people back at home,
which is the chance of a job, and also the
chance of greater security.

And whether we’re discussing the situation
in the Ukraine, the need to fight Islamic ex-
tremist terrorism, particularly in Iraq and Syr-
ia, but elsewhere around the world, it’s about
keeping people safe back at home, where the
cooperation between our security and intelli-
gence services and our military is as close as it’s
ever been and as effective as it’s ever been.

We’ve also got a lot of issues to discuss that re-
ally will determine whether we can have success-
ful and strong economies, like the need for these
trade deals we were talking about earlier, and also
the deal on climate change, which is going to be
important for our future prosperity and security.

So a lot of issues to discuss tonight, and it’s
great to be back together with you addressing
them in this bilateral meeting as well as in the
bigger G–7. So thank you very much.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:36 p.m. at the
Schloss Elmau Retreat. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization.
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President Obama. Well, it is a pleasure to
meet with Prime Minister Abadi and his
delegation. Obviously, the United States
has made an enormous commitment and in-
vestment in Iraq, and we’re fortunate to
have a reliable partner in Prime Minister
Abadi.

The challenges that Iraq face continue to be
significant. Obviously, ISIL, or Daesh, has
been active in its terrorist activities, particular-
ly in Anbar and some of the western portions
of the country. We have seen successes, but
we’ve also seen setbacks. In areas like Tikrit,
we’ve seen the Iraqi security forces operate



June 8 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2015

672

very effectively with the international coalition
to drive back ISIL. Most recently, in Ramadi,
we saw ISIL concentrate its forces to get what
I believe will be a short-term tactical gain.

What we do know is that our success is going
to be dependent on an effective partnership
between the international coalition and the
Iraqi Government. And that’s why a lot of our
discussion today will focus on how we can
build on the thousands of Iraqi security forces
that we have already trained, how we can coor-
dinate more effectively in getting weapons into
the hands of those who are prepared to fight
ISIL on a timely basis, how we can ensure that
the work that the Prime Minister has done to
maintain an inclusive Government in Baghdad
continues.

And in all of these discussions, what I found
is that Prime Minister Abadi is very much com-
mitted to effective, inclusive governance. And
there’s a refreshing honesty, I think, on the
part of the Prime Minister in recognizing that
there remains a lot of work to be done. But as
long as the international coalition sustains its
efforts, and as long as Prime Minister Abadi
and the Iraqi Government stay committed to
an inclusive approach to gaining back territory
from ISIL and then instituting governance that
is inclusive and serves the people, I’m abso-
lutely confident that we will succeed.

I just realized I should have provided the
translation for that. That was kind of a long
sentence. Go ahead.

[At this point, an interpreter translated Presi-
dent Obama’s remarks into Arabic. The Presi-
dent then continued as follows.]

So the United States is going to continue to
ramp up our training and assistance. We are
going to continue to provide the supplies that
are necessary for Iraqi forces to successfully
mount offensive campaigns and not simply de-
fensive campaigns inside of Iraq.

In discussions with the G–7 and other coali-
tion partners, they are absolutely committed to
making sure that the Iraqi Government can
succeed in this process. And I am confident
that although it is going to take time and there
will be setbacks and lessons learned, that we

are going to be successful, ISIL is going to be
driven out of Iraq, and ultimately, it is going to
be defeated.

[An interpreter translated President Obama’s
remarks into Arabic. The President then con-
tinued as follows.]

Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Abadi. I would like to thank

President Obama and the United States and
the G–7 countries and the global coalition
against ISIL for standing side by side with Iraq
to defeat Daesh.

We are fighting several fights and combats
against ISIL. We have won many rounds
against ISIL. One round we lost was in Rama-
di, but I say that we lost it only temporarily.
And the Iraqi security forces and the Popular
Mobilization Forces, all under the leadership
of the commander in chief and the leadership
of the Iraqi Government, has taken control of
the situation and are endeavoring very hard to
liberate all the land in Iraq that is confiscated.
And we have liberated a space and amount of
land in Iraq that is many folds more than what
they have in Ramadi.

And very frankly, Iraqis are fighting on their
land, and they are fighting with the internation-
al community. And the United States, standing
side by side with Iraq—and that is very impor-
tant because the fight there is one that is a psy-
chological war and a moral war, and we will
continue all our efforts to defeat Daesh.

Undoubtedly, we will win the war—we will
win the war over ISIS that has a bad ideology,
an ideology that is depending on sabotaging ar-
cheological sites and killing citizens and target-
ing and killing minorities and causing destruc-
tion in Sunni cities. Of course, ISIS is fully—
[inaudible]—on anything that has to do with
the Sunnis, because ISIS ideology is a false
one. And we will—we shall be victorious.

Thank God, we are working on including all
the components of the Iraqi people and we are
continuing this effort. And our sons and our
populations in Ramadi, those who fled the war
scenes, come back to areas that are under the
control of the Iraqi Government. We welcome
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them, and we will continue to help them and
do everything for them.

And as we fight Daesh in Ramadi and we
endeavor and work hard to expulse Daesh
from that region, we sent two brigades to Mo-
sul in order to put the area under—the perim-
eter of the area under siege and to drive Daesh
out of Ninawa.

The problem resides in the foreign fighters,
the flux of foreign fighters that goes into Syria
and into Iraq, and it creates more of the blood-
shed, more of the destruction and the blood-
shed and blood-spilling of the innocents. This
is what we discussed today and raised this issue
at the G–7 today. And this will require the ef-
fort and the mobilization of the international
community to address.

Just to give an example and an idea: Forty
suicide bombers conduct operations and they
kill many, and many of them are killed, but
these people are from outside and they are
coming from outside Iraq.

Also, another thing is that ISIL smuggles oil
and tries to generate revenue out of oil smug-
gling and to generate and fund and funnel

money into its terrorist activities. To stop this
activity of ISIL, this will require the effort of
the international community. We also see that
a mobilization is needed by the international
community to stop ISIL from recruiting. ISIL
recruiting must be stopped, and this can be
done by a global intelligence-sharing effort.
Iraq cannot do it alone. It doesn’t have the re-
sources. But along with our global partners, we
can do it.

We believe that by protecting our—the
Iraqis and our citizens, and with the help of
our allies, with the help of the global commu-
nity and the international community and the
G–7, we will be able to defeat ISIL and be vic-
torious in Iraq.

Thank you, Mr. President.
President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:53 p.m. at the
Schloss Elmau Retreat. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization. Prime Min-
ister Abadi spoke in Arabic, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

The President’s News Conference in Krün
June 8, 2015

The President. Good afternoon. Let me be-
gin by once again thanking Chancellor Merkel
and the people of Bavaria and Germany for
their extraordinary hospitality here at the G–7.
My stay here has been extraordinary. I wish I
could stay longer. And one of the pleasures of
being President is scouting out places that you
want to come back to, where you don’t have to
spend all your time in a conference room. The
setting is breathtaking. Our German friends
have been absolutely wonderful, and the suc-
cess of this summit is a tribute to their out-
standing work.

The G–7 represents some of the largest
economies in the world. But in our G–7 part-
ners, the United States also embraces some of
our strongest allies and closest friends in the
world. So even as we work to promote the
growth that creates jobs and opportunity, we’re
also here to stand up for the fundamental prin-

ciples that we share as democracies: for free-
dom, for peace, for the right of nations and
peoples to decide their own destiny, for uni-
versal human rights and the dignity of every
human being. And I’m pleased that here in
Krün, we showed that on the most pressing
global challenges, America and our allies stand
united.

We agree that the best way to sustain the
global economic recovery is by focusing on
jobs and growth. That’s what I’m focused on in
the United States. On Friday, we learned that
our economy created another 280,000 jobs in
May, the strongest month of the year so far,
and more than 3 million new jobs over the past
year, nearly the fastest pace in over a decade.
We’ve now seen 5 straight years of private sec-
tor job growth, 12.6 million new jobs created,
the longest streak on record. The unemploy-
ment rate is near its lowest level in 7 years.
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