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ured out a way to carve a path for themselves,
in large part because of her.

Now, obviously, Shanna is exceptional, but
we could have told a similar story about every
single one of the teachers standing here behind
me. They are not just teaching formulas or
phonetics. They're selling hope, sparking imag-
ination, opening up minds, giving people—
young people—a sense of their own power.
They teach students to challenge themselves
and dream beyond their circumstances and
imagine different futures. And then, they work
as hard as they can to help those young people
make their dreams real.

So at the end of the school year, their chil-
dren aren’t just smarter, they're stronger and
more confident and more resilient and more
inspired. And maybe, if theyve tripped,
they've been able to get up and dust them-
selves off. And that’s going to make them that
much better in the future because they’ll prob-
ably trip a little more.

Those qualities are hard to measure, but
they are invaluable. America is hungry for
more teachers like these, which is why we’ve
got to acknowledge them, because every school
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has teachers like these, and we don’t give them
enough credit. And we don’t talk about it
enough.

So I want to thank all the teachers who are
here today for your outstanding contributions
to the life of our Nation. We couldn’t be
prouder of you. I like the fact that we have a
strong contingent of men here today too, by
the way. [Laughter] I like that. Way to go,
guys. [Laughter]

And with that, I want to present Shanna
with her crystal apple.

[At this point, the President presented the Na-
tional Teacher of the Year award to Shanna
Peeples. ]

Here we go. Let’s get a good picture of that.
There you go. All right.

Fantastic. And with that, let me present the
Teacher of the Year, Shanna Peeples.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Sandy Whitlow, princi-
pal, Palo Duro High School in Amarillo, TX.

Statement on the 70th Anniversary of the Liberation of Dachau

April 29, 2015

On this day, we remember when American
forces liberated Dachau 70 years ago, disman-
tling the first concentration camp established
by the Nazi regime. Dachau is a lesson in the
evolution of darkness, how unchecked intoler-
ance and hatred spiral out of control.

From its sinister inception in 1933, Dachau
held political prisoners: opponents of the Third
Reich. It became the prototype for Nazi con-
centration camps and the training ground for
Schutzstaffel (SS) camp guards. As the seed of
Nazi evil grew, the camp swelled with thou-
sands of others across Europe targeted by the
Nazis, including Jews, other religious sects,
Sinti, Roma, LGBT persons, the disabled, and
those deemed asocial.

Our hearts are heavy in remembrance of
the more than 40,000 individuals from every
walk of life who died and the more than
200,000 who suffered at Dachau. As we reflect
on the anniversary of Dachau’s liberation, we
draw inspiration from, and recall with grati-
tude, the sacrifices of so many Americans—in
particular, our brave soldiers—to win victory
over oppression. Drawing from the words of
Captain Timothy Brennan, who wrote to his
wife and child after liberating the camp, “You
cannot imagine that such things exist in a civi-
lized world,” we fervently vow that such atroc-
ities will never happen again. History will not
repeat itself.
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Remarks on the ConnectED Initiative and a Question-and-Answer Session

at Anacostia Neighborhood Library
April 30, 2015

Salisbury, MD, student Osman Yaya. Good
morning, everyone. My name is Osman Yaya,
and I'm a 6th grade student at Bennett Middle
School in Salisbury, Maryland. Welcome to the
White House and Discovery Education’s “Of
the People” series. We are live from Anacostia
Library in Washington, DC, with students
from Kramer Middle School and Brightwood
Education Campus.

The President. Yay! [Applause]

Osman Yaya. As well as students joining us
online from around the world. Today we have a
very special guest with us, the President of the
United States. Welcome, Mr. President.

The President. That's me. Thank you.

Osman Yaya. What do you want to talk
about with us today?

The President. Well, we are in an outstand-
ing library, part of the DC library system. But
what I really want to talk about is how we can
harness and take advantage of the amazing
technological revolution that’s taking place to
help young people learn, to help young people
succeed, help young people read, and ulti-
mately, help young people be able to get great
jobs and start their own businesses and do
great things.

And so that’s why it’s wonderful to be with
all the young people here today. And, T want
to—Osman, I want to thank you for being our
host.

Osman Yaya. Thank you.

The President. Very cool young guy, by the
way. I've had a conversation with him already,
and he’s going to run a tight ship during our lit-
tle town hall meeting here. [Laughter]

Two other people I want to acknowledge
though. We've got our mayor of Washington,
DC, Muriel Bowser, who’s here, and we have
the superintendent of schools for Washington,
DC—Kaya Henderson is here.

So a while back, about a year and a half, 2
years ago, we announced something called
ConnectED. And the idea was pretty simple. It
turned out that in most schools around the
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country, people had a connection to the Inter-
net, and there were computers in the class-
rooms, but a lot of times, you didn’t have the
kind of connections and wireless and high-
speed broadband that would allow you to pull
up information really quick on the computer.
Or if you were in class, you might have to wait
in line to use all the computers. Or the teach-
ers weren’t plugged in as well as they needed
to be.

And so what we said was, we need to make
sure that in all the schools in America, every-
body has got a great Internet connection and a
wireless connection so that if you're studying
astronomy and are learning about the planets,
right away you can pull down pictures and in-
formation that helps you learn. If you are
learning world history and you want to know
about ancient Egypt, right away, you can start
looking at how the pyramids were built and
read about that and create presentations off
the Internet.

And so what we did was worked with a
bunch of different people, both companies,
private sector, but also government and the
what’s called the FCC or the—this is the orga-
nization for the Federal Government that’s in
charge of making sure that phones and
smartphones and television and all that stuff
works properly—and we made a commitment
that we would start putting billions of dollars
into schools all around the country so that all
the schools, 99 percent of the schools would
have high-speed Internet connections.

And we’re well on track to do that. So I'm re-
ally excited about that. But you also have to
make sure that even if you've got a good Inter-
net connection, that we’ve got libraries and
schools that are getting resources, especially
around reading and around books. And I'm
the—I'm somebody that when I was young, I
used to love libraries, used to love reading. I still
love reading, but these days the stuff I read—I
don’t get to read for fun as much as I do for my
work. [Laughter]




And so I've got a couple of announcements
today where we’ve got some amazing organiza-
tions, libraries from around the country—the
New York Public Library system in particular
is taking the lead on some work to make sure
that, working with book publishers, we're go-
ing to provide millions of eBooks online so that
they're available for young people who maybe
don’t have as many books at home, don’t al-
ways have access to a full stock of reading ma-
terials. They’re going to be able to get about
$250 million worth of books online. And we're
also creating new apps—new applications—
that allow people to pull down more informa-
tion and more books.

And T just want to thank all the publishers
who are making all these books available. And I
want to thank the libraries and the schools that
are making all these books available.

What I'm also announcing is a drive to make
sure that young people have a library card in
every city in America. And we’ve already got 30
cities and library districts that are coming to-
gether to make sure that everybody gets a free
library card.

Because ultimately—and this is the last
point I'll make, and then, we’ll go to ques-
tions—all the young people here, I know you
guys are working hard in school, but how well
you do over the long term is going to depend
on, do you love reading, do you love learning,
do you know how to find information, do you
know how to use that information? And the
way you learn to do that is by reading a lot and
learning how to think about the material that
you're reading. And you've got great teachers,
but you've got to not just do it in the classroom,
you got to do it in life, thinking about how
you're constantly getting more knowledge and
more information. And in the Internet age, the
best way to do that is making sure that you're
plugged in.

So I am really excited and thankful for the
publishers, the libraries, the elected officials
who are participating in this. And the most im-
portant people, though, to participate in it are
students, so that's why I wanted to talk to
them.

All right. Back to you.
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The President’s Reading Preferences as a Child

Osman Yaya. 1 think everybody completely
agrees with you. And before we start, I think
the President and libraries all deserve a round
of applause for what they've done this year.

So thousands and thousands of questions
were submitted online. And our first question
is from Mrs. Crook’s second grade class at
Pinegrove Elementary School in Alabama.
They asked, “As a child, did you enjoy read-
ing?” Well, you said you loved reading, so that
question is done. And they also asked, “If so,
what type of books sparked your imagination
and interest?”

The President. Yes. It's a great question.
When you're little, you read what your mom is
reading to you or your dad is reading to you, so
probably, the books I read weren’t that differ-
ent from what you guys were reading. I'm—
like, I'm still a big Dr. Seuss fan. I was into
that, the “Sneetches” and “Horton” and all that
stuff. But then, as you get older you start mak-
ing your own decisions about what you want to
read.

1 was into adventure stories. There was
something called “The Hardy Boys” back in
the day. I know you guys don’t read that proba-
bly anymore, but—[laughter]. And books like
“Treasure Island,” which had—was about pi-
rates. And I really enjoyed that.

Later on, I started getting into things like
“The Lord of the Rings” and “The Hobbit,”
which is still popular today. And then, by the—
when I got to college, when T got a little older,
when I got into high school, then I started
reading some classic books that when you guys
get to high school you'll start reading, things
like “Of Mice and Men,” “The Great Gatsby,”
and things like that that are more novels that
focus on adult experiences. But I also enjoyed
reading science books, and I loved reading
about planets and dinosaurs. And so it was sort
of a mixed bag.

What do you like to read?

Osman Yaya. My favorite series has to be
the Alex Rider series, if you've heard of those.

The President. What are they called?

Osman Yaya. Alex Rider.
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The President. I haven’t. What'’s it about?

Osman Yaya. It’s about a boy whose parents
pass away in a plane crash, and he lives with his
grandfather—I mean, his uncle. And his uncle
one day dies in a car accident, and later did he
know that all the family worked in the M-16
and the CIA, so it’s a really good storyline.

The President. Oh, okay.

Osman Yaya. And every book, he always
has, like, secret gadgets, and there’s always
something he has to do.

The President. So he becomes, like, a young
spy?

Osman Yaya. Pretty much.

The President. Well, that’s pretty cool.

Osman Yaya. 1 can lend you some books if
you need them. [Laughter]

The President. 1 might borrow them. They
sound pretty interesting.

Osman Yaya. And to make you feel younger,
my best friend read “Treasure Island.”

The President. Well, that does make me feel
better. [Laughter] Like, the “Harry Potter”
books were pretty cool too. I read those to Ma-
lia, starting when she was around 5, and we
read all the way through, all of them. I think
we finished when she was about 13—maybe
12. So that was kind of cool.

Osman Yaya. Wow. Yes.

The President. Yes.

Osman Yaya. So that was the taste of some
online questions. Do you want to ask the audi-
ence?

The President. 1 do. I want to ask the audi-
ence. Who's got a question? This young man
right here. What’s your name?

Q. I'm Darrell.

The President. Darrell, hold on a second,
we're going to get a mike so everybody can
hear you.

The President’s Education/Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Education

Q. Mr. President, when you were young, in
high school, my question is, what did you study
in school?

The President. Well, what grade are you in?

Q. Seventh.
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The President. You're in seventh grade. So
probably, the things I studied aren’t that differ-
ent from what you study. You had math and
science and English and social studies. And we
had art and music, which sometimes is forgot-
ten about, but is really important too, because
you learn a lot through the arts.

But by the time I was in seventh grade I
guess I was doing algebra, T think, in seventh
grade. And I don’t remember what our math
was. When I got to high school—and the same
thing will happen to you guys—you’ll start
studying the same subject matter, but it will be
a little more intense. You start getting a little
more homework. So instead of just social stud-
ies, generally, about how the U.S. Government
works, they might have you study the Civil War
and Abraham Lincoln and how that war ended
up shaping America and how it affected race
relations when the slaves were freed and what
happened in the South to—when segregation
came back. So you'll study the same things, but
you'll just kind of go deeper into it.

But do you have a favorite subject that you
like?

Q. Science.

The President. Science? Yes. So in science,
there’s all kinds of different types of science,
and typically, when you get to high school,
you'll do some chemistry, you'll do some biolo-
gy, you might do some physics. And one of the
things we're really trying to encourage is more
young people studying math and science, be-
cause we live in a technological age, and you've
got to know a little bit about math and science.
Not everybody is going to be an engineer, but
everybody should know sort of the basics of
how the world works and how—if you’re using
a smartphone, how does that work. And you
may decide at some point that you want to pro-
gram and create your own apps on a smart-
phone.

And particularly for the young ladies here, I
want you guys to make sure that you look at
math and science, because sometimes, young
women aren’t going into some of those areas
like math and science as much, and they
should. It’s not because they don’t know how
to do it, it’s because sometimes, they're dis-



couraged, the idea being that somehow, that’s
traditionally more of a boy thing. And that’s
something that we've got to get rid of.

I always tell Malia and Sasha I want boys
and girls studying all the subjects and getting
good in all the subjects. You don’t want to get
pushed aside just because you're a girl.

All right? Remember that.

Electronic Books/Education

Osman Yaya. Speaking about how people
around the world are—like women and boys
and girls, they all have to, like, learn science
and math—a question from Nolan at West
Lake Middle School in Texas. He asked, “Why
is it important for kids across the country and
the world to have access to electronic books
and not only paper copies?”

The President. Well, T love traditional books.
Right? So we're here in a library, and T still,
when I have a book that I love, I love turning
the pages and reading it. And when I was a kid,
when I was reading, sometimes, I'd write and
take notes in the margins, and I still have old
books where I could see things I underlined,
and it reminds me of how you learn.

But the truth of the matter is, we live in a
digital age. How many people here have a
smartphone? Right? So a lot of you do. And if
you don’t have one now, you're going to proba-
bly get one at some point. And so you're tex-
ting all day, and you're looking at Vines and In-
stagrams—{laughter]—and  youre looking,
like, at “Grumpy Cat” or some video of your fa-
vorite singer, rapper. And so more and more
information is coming through in digital form.
And what that means is, is that we want to
make sure that that becomes a tool not just for
entertainment, not just for talking to your
friends, but also for learning.

And the good thing about eBooks is that it’s
really easy to carry. You don’t have to have a li-
brary full of books in your house to be able to
suddenly have access to every book in the
world, potentially. And for a lot of people, they
may live in a home where they don’t have a lot
of books. Books can be expensive. Your parents
may not be able to afford buying a whole lot of
books. But if we're able to set up, because of
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these publishers and because of the library sys-
tem, a way in which people can pull all these
books down just through the Internet, sudden-
ly, that can even things out between poor kids
and rich kids. Everybody has got the ability to
learn. Everybody has got to have access to in-
formation.

Now, the one thing I've got to say, though, is
we're really proud of what we’re doing to make
technology available to kids everywhere, but
ultimately, you still have to have a hunger for
learning in order to learn. You've got to want to
learn. You've got to be curious and interested
in how does the world work, or who is Shake-
speare, or why is it that the Earth rotates
around the Sun? You've got to be interested in
those things and want to learn in order to
learn.

You can have the nicest computer in the
world and the best books in the world, but if
you're lazy and sitting around just playing vid-
eogames and not really interested in it, well,
you're probably not going to be a great student.
And if you are curious and interested in learn-
ing, you're going to make sure that you figure
out a way to learn, no matter what.

So we want to make sure that you have the
best technology and the best information, but
ultimately, the most powerful engine for learn-
ing is between your ears and the attitude that
you have about learning.

Osman Yaya. 1 think attitude and using your
brain is really important. And I think the audi-
ence just was listening to what you're saying
about how eBooks are important and how reg-
ular books, they sort of change how people
think of each other between rich and poor kids.
So I think the audience might want to ask you
something about why this is happening and
why that might be.

The President. Okay, well, let’s see what
kind of questions we've got. Young lady right
here. What’s your name?

Q. Jaela

The President. Hey, Jaela

The President’s Ambitions as a Child/Civil Rights
Movement/Public Service

Q. What inspired you to be President?
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The President. Tl tell you, Jaela—how old
are you?

Q. Twelve.

The President. You're 12. When I was 12, I
didn’t want to be President. I think when I was
12, T was thinking about—first, I wanted to be
an architect for a while and build buildings,
which I thought would be—design buildings—
I thought that would be really interesting. And
then for a while, I thought I was going to be a
basketball player. But I wasn’t that good.
[Laughter] 1 was pretty good. I played in high
school. But I wasn’t going to be good enough
to play at pro basketball. Then, I thought about
being a lawyer, and I did end up becoming a
lawyer.

But I think it wasn’t until T was in college
that I really started thinking about what I want-
ed to do with my life, and T realized that the
people who really inspired me we’re people
who were giving something back to the com-
munity or making the neighborhood better.
And I was really inspired by the civil rights
movement.

A lot of people have heard about Dr. King,
and they—you guys in school see the “I Have a
Dream” speech. And that’s all important, and
Dr. King was one of our greatest leaders of all
time. But the reason that the civil rights move-
ment worked, so that we ended segregation
and people could go to school together and sit
at a lunch counter together and segregation
eventually went away, was because of the work
of all kinds of ordinary people—nurses and bus
drivers and maids—who started marching, and
they met in churches, and they let the country
know that they were being treated unfairly and
showed the world and the country that every-
body should be treated with dignity and re-
spect and you shouldn’t be judged based on
your race.

And T was really inspired by that. So I
thought to myself, well, how can I do that kind
of work? And that’s the work that I did before 1
even went to law school and got a law degree.
And in some ways, that’s how I got into politics
and eventually being an elected leader, was
trying to figure out how I can be helpful to

people.
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And the good news is that you don’t have to
be a politician to help people. There are a lot
of people here in this neighborhood who are
teachers, and that helps a lot of people. You
probably have a teacher who is really an inspir-
ing teacher. You like her—that teacher and
they're making you try harder and learn more.
Well, that’s an incredible contribution. You
might have somebody who’s working in a
church and helping to feed homeless people,
maybe helping them get housing. That’s really
important.

So that’s what inspired me. And then, it
turned out, I was pretty good at it
Osman Yaya. Pretty good at it. [Laughter]

The President. and eventually, T had the
opportunity to run for President. But I'll be
done being President in a couple of years, and
I'll still be a pretty young man, not compared
to you guys, but I'll still be pretty young. And
so I'll go back to doing the kinds of work that I
was doing before, just trying to find ways to
help people: help young people get educations
and help people get jobs and try to bring busi-
nesses into neighborhoods that don’t have
enough businesses. And that’s the kind of work
that I really love to do.

The President’s Books

Osman Yaya. And also, before we get anoth-
er question from the audience, since you're
talking about people, like, doing what they
want to be, how you started out being an archi-
tect—or you wanted to be an architect, and
you were a lawyer and then a President, and
how, like, it’s never too old to be something
that you want to, a little birdie told me that you
were an author and you wrote a book.

The President. 1 wrote two books.

Osman Yaya. Could you talk about that to
them?

The President. Well, I wrote—my first book
was about me growing up and what my life was
like and—my dad left when I was very young,
so I never really knew my father, and I was
raised basically by my mom and my grandpar-
ents. And so my first book was me telling my
story about how I made sense of the world, not
knowing my dad, and then eventually, kind of



tracing back and finding out who my father was
and what had happened to him, because he
had come from Kenya. That’s where I got my
name from. And so that was kind of a real per-
sonal book.

And then the second book I wrote was more
about some of the issues that I was working on
when I was a U.S. Senator. And I also wrote a
children’s book while I was doing that that was
about great American heroes. So that wasn’t
about me. [Laughter] But I love writing. I
don’t have as much time to write as I used to.

The President’s Advice on Writing

Osman Yaya. And since our audience is so
big, not only here, online and around the
world, one of our students from Golden Oak
Montessori in California—Danica—she asked,
“What is your favorite way to get rid of writer’s
block?” And explaining that, just talk about
what is writer’s block.

The President. Well, everybody has had
writer’s block. So you get an assignment from
your teacher that says, I want you to write a
one-page essay about what you did last sum-
mer. So you sit there, and there’s a piece of pa-
per, and you've got your pencil or your pen,
and you're sitting there, and then you say, I
don’t know what to write about; I don’t know
what to say. That’s writer’s block.

And there’s only one way to overcome writ-
er’s block. What do you think it is? Anybody got
an idea? What do you do when come—when
you've got writer’s block? What do you do?

Q. What I do is just read books and try to
find ideas in my head as I'm reading.

The President. Well, that’s interesting. So
there’s the idea of reading books to give you
ideas. That’s one way of doing it.

Q. What I usually do is, like, I brainstorm
before I even start my draft.

The President. So you just sit there and
brainstorm? Kind of think about, okay, what
ideas might be interesting?

Anybody else? Yes. What's your name?

Q. Paula.

The President. Let’s get a mike on you. I
want to—what’s your name?

Q. Paula.
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The President. Hi, Paula. Are you 12 as well?

0. No, I'm 13.

The President. Thirteen.

Q. What I do is I listen to music.

The President. Yes? What—does it matter
what music it is?

Q. No, it doesn’t really matter.

The President. But it kind of loosens things
up a little bit, makes you a little more relaxed?

Q. Yes.

The President. Yes, the—well, so those are
all good strategies. But ultimately, the one way
to get through writer’s block is to just write
something. I mean, the reason you get writer’s
block is because you're trying to write some-
thing really good. But I don’t know if your
teachers have sometimes told you that some-
times, the best thing to do is just to start put-
ting some things on paper even if it’s not good.
But at least it makes you kind of get going.

It’s not as intimidating if the page isn’t blank,
right? If you've already got something on pa-
per, you can just kind of scratch out ideas and
write down anything that comes to your mind.
And then you can sit back, maybe listen to
some music, take a break, take a look at it and
see, okay, which one of these ideas I had is—
are good? And then you can start outlining it.

But it takes—look, I still get writer’s block
sometimes. Sometimes, I have to write speech-
es—big speeches—and I'm sitting there, and
I'm thinking, well, I don’t know what I want to
say. Or sometimes, I know what to—what I
want to say, but I don’t know how to say it or
how to start it. Right?

So—but you can’t be afraid of that. You
just—a lot of times the reason people get
blocked is because they're worried that what
I'm going to do is not going to be that good.
Well, nothing is very good the first time you do
it. Your first draft is—everybody here has been
learning how to—in your English classes, that
you write drafts, right? You try something, you
write it the first time. Listen, even the best
writers, usually it’s not that good the first time
they write it.

Osman Yaya. Yes. And I think you sort of cov-
ered everything about that question. [Laughter]
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The President. Okay, you think I'm just go-
ing to—Osman thinks I've been talking too
long.

Osman Yaya. No, no. I think you just

The President. No, let’s move it along. I got
you. [Laughter]

Osman Yaya. Speaking of writing and
how—who here has written something in the
past month in their reading class? Okay, I think
everybody’s had should be up. I wrote some-
thing in the last month in my reading class.

The President. Okay.

Role of Technology in Education

Osman Yaya. And 1 think some students
here in the back maybe might have a question
on, like, how you get started, and just, like, how
books are going to help them in life later on in
their writing skills.

The President. Well, why don’t T just—does
somebody have a question or a thought about
how reading is affecting them? I'd be interest-
ed in that. Or they could tell me how technolo-
gy in your classroom and computers, how
you're using them. Are their problems in your
classroom sometimes with not having enough
resources and connections? I would just be in-
terested in how you guys are using technology
and reading in schools. So were—did you have
your hand up earlier? Yes? No, I thought you
did. Okay, this young man right here. Good.
Introduce yourself.

Q. Oh, I'm Antoine.

The President. Antoine.

Q. The way I use technology in my art class-
es, sometimes, I get art block a lot because I
stress out because I'm just thinking about how
I'm going to do it, and I have it in my head, but
I just can’t put it on paper sometimes.

The President. Right.

Q. So some things that I do is, like, I ask my
teachers, can I use their computers to, like, just
look up random things about art and different
styles.

The President. Well, that’s interesting. So
the—you might pull up some painting by Pi-
casso or something? Or you might look at some
graphic design, and it would just kind of help
you get going and inspire you a little bit?
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Q. Yes, pretty much.

The President. The—do you want to be an
artist when you get older?

Q. Yes.

The President. Do you like all kinds of dif-
ferent art, drawing, painting, sculpture—do
you—or are there particular kinds of art you
like to do?

Q. For right now, I'm just working on draw-
ing.

The President. Just drawing. Well, that’s the
base for a lot of art that you can do later.

The—anybody else want to talk about sort
of how they’re using technology in the class-
room? I'm going with—you’ve been talking
some good, and I really appreciate it. This
young lady right here, what’s your name? Hold
on one second. Let’s get a mike so we can all
hear you better.

Q. My name is Sheree.

The President. Sheree.

Q. In our school, we have something called
the blended learning model.

The President. Okay.

Q. Like, for 30 minutes of the day, we’re on
our computers on BrainHoney, working at our
own individual pace.

The President. Right.

Q. And for the other 30 minutes, we're talk-
ing with our teachers and getting other infor-
mation on the topic we're on in BrainHoney.

The President. Okay. Is that—are you using
that for all your different topics: math, science,
English?

Q. Yes.

The President. And how—when you're do-
ing individual study, are you working with that
computer the whole time, doing most of the
work on the computer?

Q. Yes. Theyll mostly work in different proj-
ects, like for computer class, we type Power-
Points, and sometimes, we’ll start using Excel.
And, like, in math class, well, like—it will
have, like, visuals of what we’re learning and
things like that.

The President. That's great. And is there a
computer for every student?

Q. Yes.



The President. Okay. So you don’t have to,
like, wait and use it?

Q. Yes.

The President. So that's a great example.
Thank you. And that’s exactly why we want to
make sure every school is able to do just what
you described. Because the good thing about
having computers and this kind of model of
learning that you just described is, if you're just
sitting there and somebody is just doing all the
talking, that can be boring sometimes, right?
But if you're there doing problems and proj-
ects yourself, and then you talk to the teacher
about the things you've done, and then you talk
as a group, it keeps your more engaged, it
keeps you more interested. Okay.

Osman Yaya. If anyone has a last question
they want to ask

The President. Any other questions? Yes,
what’s your—hold on a second. Let’s get a mi-
crophone.

The President’s Education

Q. Hello, Mr. President. My name is
Mulugetta. I have one question for you.

The President. Go ahead.

Q. Actually, two.

The President. All right.

Q. What's your favorite subject? And what
subject were you best at?

The President. That's interesting. When I
was your age, I was actually best at math and
science. But as I got older, the subjects I loved
the most were English and history. So T still
enjoyed math and science, but I loved hearing
about other people’s stories. I loved hearing
about how people lived, what happened, and I
liked reading about it in fictional form, in nov-
els. But I also liked reading about what actually
happened in history.

And that’s why, by the time I got to college,
I ended up majoring in political science. But it
really—a lot of that was history and how gov-
ernment worked. And then, I had a minor in
English. So I ended up reading a lot of books
as well, fiction.

What's your favorite subject?

Q. Social studies.
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The President. Social studies. Okay, well,
we’re sort of on the same wavelength. [Laughter]

Anybody else have a last question? This
young lady, you get the last question. Here we
go. What's your name?

The President’s Education/Typing/The President’s
Use of Computers

Q. My name is Hannah.

The President. Hey, Hannah.

Q. What kind of technology did you have
when you were in school?

The President. Oh, that’s a great question.
[Laughter] When I was in school, we had pen-
cils. [Laughter] And we had pens, and we had
some colored markers and erasers, scissors.
We had rulers, staplers. [Laughter] No, I'm se-
rious. We didn’t even really use calculators that
much until I was pretty far along in college—or
in high school. And nobody had a computer in
school.

So by the time you got to high school, you
had to learn how to type, and you would start
typing your papers. And typing was a hassle be-
cause, first of all, you had to learn how to type
so you weren’t just going one letter at a time.
And then, once you learned how to do that,
you'd still make some mistakes, and then,
you'd have to get this thing called White-
Out—/[laughter]—which was like this little lig-
uid that you’d kind of cross out the letter. And
then, you'd have to wait till it dries, and you'd
blow on it. Then you'd type again. [Laughter]
And then sometimes, you got a tape that you
could slip in there, but that was hard to do.

And so all through college I had to type
stuff. And if you—and you’d have to figure out,
like, where the margins were at the bottom.
And if you were trying to do footnotes, it—
you’d have to guess where you needed to stop.
And the whole thing was a hassle; sometimes,
it took you longer to type the paper than to
write the paper.

And you didn’t have books online or articles
online, so you had to go into the library, and
you'd have to get big stacks of books. If you
were doing a report or project, you'd have a big
stack of books like this. You'd have to carry
them home, and then, you’d have to remember
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to return them on time. Otherwise, you'd get
fined. So you guys don’t even know how good
you've got it. [Laughter]

I—my first computer I didn’t get until I was
at law school. I didn’t get to use a computer—I
didn’t own one, but we—that was the first time
that I was using computers. I was 27, 28 years
old before I was regularly using a computer.
And T didn’t own my own computer until I
was—TI take that back. I guess I was about 26—
25, 26 is when 1 started using a computer and
actually was able to buy one.

So that just shows you how much more in-
formation you have at your fingertips and how
much faster you can learn than old people like
me. But you've got to take advantage of it. Re-
member what I said. We're going to make sure
that every school has computers and every
school has the kind of Internet connections so
you can pull up stuff fast.

And you guys are part of a generation that
can learn more, faster, and get information
from around the world better than anybody in
human history. You've got more information
available on your phone than the great scholars
of the past had in the biggest libraries in the
world. You've got more just right there in that
phone you got in your little back pocket. But
you've still got to take advantage of it. You still
got to want to learn. You've got to want to read,
and be curious. And if you do, you guys are go-
ing to be incredible leaders in the future.

All right? Really proud of you. Thank you
for the excellent questions.

Everybody give Osman a big round of ap-
plause. He was outstanding hosting.

Osman Yaya. And now his turn.

[At this point, Osman Yaya turned toward the
President and applauded. ]

The President. Thank you very much. You
did a great job.

Osman Yaya. Any final words you want to
say?

The President. No. T just want to say you
guys are great, and I'm looking forward to see-
ing great things out of you. And for everybody
who participated digitally, thank you for being
a part of this.

Osman Yaya. Well, Mr. President, on behalf
of Discovery Education, thank you for coming
out today with us. And answers to any ques-
tions that we didn’t get to will be on discovery-
education.com/ofthepeople. And an archive of
today’s video, if your friends didn’t get to see it,
will be on that link also.

Thanks for watching, everybody.

The President. Good job.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:11 a.m. The
remarks were broadcast online as part of Dis-
covery Education’s “Of the People” series.

Remarks on Signing the Energy Efficiency Improvement Act of 2015

April 30, 2015

It is a great pleasure to welcome some
outstanding legislators and advocates on be-
half of an issue that should always be biparti-
san, and that is, making sure that we have
the most energy-efficient economy in the
world.

We've made great strides since the begin-
ning of my administration on everything from
doubling fuel efficiency standards on cars to
incentivizing smarter policies when we build
buildings so that they’re not wasting as much
energy. And thanks to the leadership of folks
like Senators Shaheen and Portman and Ben-
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net and Representative Welch and other folks
who are here, what we’ve seen is a coming to-
gether of Republicans and Democrats who are
going to facilitate us being much smarter in
terms of building buildings, how we use ener-
gy. And as a consequence, we're going to save
money for consumers, we’re going to save
money for businesses, and we're going to deal
with issues like climate change that have an
enormous economic and health impact on
Americans as a whole.

So I very much appreciate the efforts of all
the organizations involved here. Senator Fran-
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