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refrain from further provocation including nu-
clear tests and ballistic missile launches, return
to the NPT and IAEA safeguards, and come
into full compliance with its nonproliferation
obligations. 

7. We also underscore the importance of
promoting stringent export control in Asia
and globally. We are determined to continue
to work together to conduct outreach activi-
ties for Asian countries with a view to further

enhancing their export control capacity as
well as to promoting recognition that rigor-
ous export controls foster confidence of trade
or investment partners, and create a favor-
able environment for further economic
growth rather than impeding trade and in-
vestment.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement—U.S.-Japan Joint Vision Statement
April 28, 2015

Today the United States and Japan honor a
partnership that for seven decades has made
enduring contributions to global peace, securi-
ty, and prosperity. In this year which marks 70
years since the end of World War II, the rela-
tionship between our two countries stands as a
model of the power of reconciliation: former
adversaries who have become steadfast allies
and who work together to advance common in-
terests and universal values in Asia and global-
ly. Together we have helped to build a strong
rules-based international order, based on a
commitment to rules, norms and institutions
that are the foundation of global affairs and our
way of life.

This transformation into a robust alliance
and global partnership was not inevitable.
Generations of people from all walks of life
built the relationship between our countries
over time, working in the belief that the experi-
ences of the past should inform but not con-
strain the possibilities for the future. This en-
deavor has brought the United States and Ja-
pan to where we stand today: two of the
world’s leading economies, advancing regional
prosperity through a mutually beneficial eco-
nomic partnership, anchored by an unshake-
able Alliance that is the cornerstone of peace
and security in the Asia-Pacific region and a
platform for global cooperation. The journey
our two countries have traveled demonstrates
that reconciliation is possible when all sides are
devoted to achieving it.

Over the past 70 years, the U.S.-Japan rela-
tionship has successfully grown and adapted to

challenges and significant changes in the inter-
national system. Together we helped to win
the Cold War and manage its aftermath; we
have worked together to fight terrorism after
the September 11, 2001 attacks; we cooperat-
ed to strengthen the international financial ar-
chitecture following the global financial crisis;
we responded to natural disasters such as the
tragic Great East Japan Earthquake and tsuna-
mi of March 11, 2011; we have confronted
North Korean nuclear and missile threats, as
well as human rights abuses and abductions;
we have worked together to address concerns
about Iran’s nuclear program; and we have co-
operated to address complex transnational
challenges.

Today’s meeting between President Obama
and Prime Minister Abe marks a historic step
forward in transforming the U.S.-Japan part-
nership. Through the United States’ Asia-Pa-
cific Rebalance strategy, and Japan’s policy of
“Proactive Contribution to Peace” based on
the principle of international cooperation, we
are working closely together to ensure a peace-
ful and prosperous future for the region and
the world. We recognize that the security and
prosperity of our two countries in the 21st cen-
tury is intertwined, inseparable, and not de-
fined solely by national borders. Our current
and future commitments to each other and to
the international order reflect that reality.

The United States and Japan are committed
to a transparent, rules-based, and progressive
approach in pursuing the prosperity of the re-
gion. Our leadership in this area encompasses
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trade and investment through the Trans-Pacif-
ic Partnership (TPP), development coopera-
tion, and internet governance. The United
States and Japan are leading efforts to set the
rules for trade and investment, both in the dy-
namic and fast-growing Asia-Pacific region and
around the world. As the two largest econo-
mies in TPP, we are working to finalize the
most high-standard trade agreement ever ne-
gotiated. TPP will drive economic growth and
prosperity in both countries and throughout
the Asia-Pacific region by supporting more
jobs, raising wages, and reinforcing our work
together on a range of long term strategic ob-
jectives, including the promotion of regional
peace and stability. We welcome the signifi-
cant progress that has been made in the bilat-
eral negotiations and reaffirm our commitment
to work together to achieve a swift and success-
ful conclusion to the broader agreement.

The new Guidelines for U.S-Japan Defense
Cooperation will transform the Alliance, rein-
force deterrence, and ensure that we can ad-
dress security challenges, new and old, for the
long term. The new Guidelines will update our
respective roles and missions within the Alli-
ance and enable Japan to expand its contribu-
tions to regional and global security. The new
Guidelines will enable us to work more closely
on issues including maritime security, and to
partner with other countries that share our as-
pirations, in the region and beyond. As we
strengthen an Alliance that has become global
in reach, the United States stands resolute and
unwavering in all of its commitments under
the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty, based upon a
stable, long-term U.S. military presence in Ja-
pan.

The United States and Japan are building a
partnership that addresses global challenges.
Our agenda is broad: we will work together to
address climate change and environmental
degradation, one of the greatest threats facing
humanity; to further strengthen our economies
and to promote strong, sustainable and bal-
anced global growth; to deliver secure, afford-
able, sustainable and safe energy; to eradicate
poverty and achieve sustainable development;
to promote human security; to counter violent

extremism; to strengthen the NPT regime to
achieve the peace and security of a world with-
out nuclear weapons; to promote global trade
and investment; to combat epidemics and
threats to global health; to advance scientific
inquiry and promote resilience in space; to en-
sure the safe and stable use of cyber space
based on the free flow of information and an
open internet; to promote disaster risk reduc-
tion and relieve those afflicted by natural disas-
ters and humanitarian emergencies; to advance
human rights and universal freedoms; to pro-
mote girls education and empower women and
girls around the world; and to strengthen U.N.
peacekeeping. The United States looks for-
ward to a reformed U.N. Security Council that
includes Japan as a permanent member. Sev-
enty years ago this partnership was unimagina-
ble. Today it is a fitting reflection of our shared
interests, capabilities and values.

As we work to expand our global coopera-
tion, we will be guided by shared principles:

• Respect for sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity;

• Commitment to the peaceful resolution
of disputes without coercion;

• Support for democracy, human rights,
and the rule of law;

• Expansion of economic prosperity,
through open markets, free trade, trans-
parent rules and regulations, and high la-
bor and environmental standards;

• Promotion of globally recognized norms
of behavior in shared domains, including
the freedom of navigation and overflight,
based upon international law;

• Advancement of strong regional and
global institutions; and

• Support for trilateral and multilateral co-
operation among like-minded partners.

Today the international order faces fresh
challenges, ranging from violent extremism to
cyber attacks. State actions that undermine re-
spect for sovereignty and territorial integrity by
attempting to unilaterally change the status
quo by force or coercion pose challenges to the
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international order. Such threats put at risk
much that we have built. We must and will
adapt again, working in concert with other al-
lies and partners. But we also have before us
exciting opportunities to raise our collabora-
tion to a new level, in areas like science and
technology, energy, infrastructure, and arts
and culture. The spirit of innovation and entre-
preneurship in these and other areas, support-
ed by public-private collaboration, will contin-
ue to be the driving force of economic growth
and prosperity in our two countries. The bene-

fits of our work in these diverse fields will be
global in reach. As we move forward, we will
actively promote people-to-people exchange as
a key pillar of our relationship, especially
among younger generations. We take up these
challenges and opportunities, knowing that the
strength and resilience of our 70-year partner-
ship will ensure our success in the decades
ahead.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan
April 28, 2015

President Obama. Well, Michelle and I are
honored to welcome you to the White House
as we host our friends, Prime Minister and
Mrs. Abe, and as we celebrate the enduring al-
liance and great friendship between the Unit-
ed States and Japan.

I want to begin by paying tribute to two lead-
ers in their own right, and I know Shinzo
agrees: two women who are passionate about
the causes they believe in, who speak their
minds, who are better dancers than us—[laugh-
ter]—and an inspiration to so many women and
girls, including the students they met today.
And I have to say, the First Lady is more re-
sponsible for the beautiful room tonight than I
am. So thank you, Michelle and Akie.

On my last visit to Tokyo, the Prime Minister
and I went to what is reputed to be the best sushi
place in Tokyo. [Laughter] And I have to confess
that you could not have the sushi if you did not
have some excellent sake to go with it. [Laughter]
Michelle just revealed that today, on her recent
visit to Tokyo, she and Mrs. Abe also indulged in
sake. So tonight we’re breaking with tradition a
little bit and serving sake from Shinzo’s home
Prefecture of Yamaguchi. And please enjoy your-
selves, but not too much. [Laughter]

It’s appropriate that we have a Japanese
theme to our dinner this evening. This morn-
ing I mentioned the Japanese Americans who
were such important friends and parts of my
community in my youth in Hawaii. And tonight
I’m thinking about one of them in particular, a

man who called himself Freddy, who ran a
small market near our house. And he became
great friend of my grandfather’s. And part of
the reason he was such a great friend is be-
cause he saved us the best cuts of tuna and toro
for sashimi, and then, he’d also slip in some
rice candy with edible wrappers, which was
fascinating to me as a child. [Laughter] And
they were small gestures, but they always re-
mained with me as an example of how Japa-
nese culture was woven into my upbringing
and spoke to the ties of friendship and family
that bring us here together tonight.

In 1957, Shinzo’s grandfather, Prime Minister
Kishi, addressed our Senate and our House of
Representatives. He said that he hoped his visit
would lead to “a strong and enduring partnership
that will open the door to a new era of Japanese-
American relations.” Tomorrow his grandson will
continue to carry our partnership forward when
he makes history as the first Japanese Prime
Minister to address a joint meeting of Congress.

So in honor of this historic occasion, I want
to welcome all of you outstanding leaders from
our two countries. You represent the friend-
ship and the bonds that we carry forward into
this new century. And in celebration of the
progress that we’ve achieved today, I’m going
to attempt a haiku. [Laughter] Here goes:

Spring, green, and friendship
United States and Japan
Nagoyaka ni!
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