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these countries borrow money, even from a de-
velopment bank, for a boondoggle project that
doesn’t work, they’re oftentimes still on the
hook for paying that money back. And there
have been experiences like that across conti-
nents and across decades.

With respect to TPP, it’s never fun passing a
trade bill in this town and—because people are
understandably concerned about its potential
impacts on specific industries, but also the
general concerns that people have had about
globalization and technology displacing work-
ers. We’re addressing those systematically.
Here’s what I’m confident about: This will end
up being the most progressive trade bill in his-
tory. It will have the kinds of labor and envi-
ronmental and human rights protections that
have been absent in previous agreements. It’s
going to be enforceable. It’s going to open up
markets that currently are not fully open to
U.S. businesses. It’s going to be good for the
U.S. economy.

And because I always believe that good poli-
cy ends up being good politics, I’m confident
we’re going to end up getting the votes in Con-
gress. And Congress, by the way, will have a lot
of time to review it when and if it’s actually
completed. So this whole notion that it’s all se-

cret, they’re going to have 60 days before I
even sign it to look at the text and then a num-
ber of months after that before they have to
take a final vote.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 12:10 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the White
House. In his remarks, the President referred
to Sakie Yokota, mother of Megumi Yokota, a
Japanese citizen who was abducted by North
Korean authorities in 1977; Akie Abe, wife of
Prime Minister Abe; Freddie C. Gray, Jr., who
died on April 19 as a result of injuries sustained
following an arrest by Baltimore, MD, police
officers on April 12; Mayor Stephanie C. Rawl-
ings-Blake of Baltimore, MD; Gov. Lawrence J.
Hogan, Jr., of Maryland; Ronald L. Davis, Di-
rector, Office of Community Oriented Policing
Services (COPS); and Acting Assistant Attorney
General for Civil Rights Vanita Gupta. A re-
porter referred to Marc H. Morial, president
and chief executive officer, National Urban
League; and Sherrilyn Ifill, president and di-
rector-counsel, NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, Inc. Prime Minister Abe
and two reporters spoke in Japanese, and their
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of
Japan on the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
April 28, 2015

1. Japan and the United States reaffirm our
commitment to seek the peace and security of
a world without nuclear weapons and to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). We
commit to work together for a successful Re-
view Conference in New York that strengthens
each of the Treaty’s three pillars: nuclear disar-
mament, nuclear non-proliferation, and peace-
ful uses of nuclear energy. The NPT remains
the cornerstone of the global non-proliferation
regime and an essential foundation for the pur-
suit of nuclear disarmament. In this 70th year
since the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, we are reminded of the catastrophic
humanitarian consequences of nuclear weap-

ons use. Hiroshima and Nagasaki will be forev-
er engraved in the world’s memory. Concerns
over the use of nuclear weapons underpin all
work to reduce nuclear dangers and to work to-
ward nuclear disarmament, to which all NPT
parties are committed under Article VI of the
Treaty. We affirm that it is in the interest of all
States that the 70-year record of non-use
should be extended forever and remain con-
vinced that all States share the responsibility
for achieving this goal.

2. We reaffirm our commitment to a step-
by-step approach to nuclear disarmament, and
recognize the progress made since the height
of the Cold War. We recognize that further
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progress is needed. Immediate next steps
should include further negotiated nuclear re-
ductions between the United States and Rus-
sia, the immediate start of multilateral negotia-
tions of a Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty, entry
into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-
Ban Treaty and the protocols to the existing
nuclear weapon free zone treaties, and the
continued reduction of all types of nuclear
weapons, deployed and non-deployed, includ-
ing through unilateral, bilateral, regional and
multilateral measures. We further emphasize
the importance of applying the principles of ir-
reversibility, verifiability and transparency in
the process of nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation. In this regard, the United States
welcomes Japan’s leadership in the Non-prolif-
eration and Disarmament Initiative and Ja-
pan’s role as the Co-Chair Country for the
Conference on Facilitating the Entry into
Force of the CTBT, and Japan welcomes the
U.S. initiative to launch the International Part-
nership on Nuclear Disarmament Verification.
We affirm our readiness to cooperate closely
on this new initiative, which will facilitate fur-
ther cooperation between the nuclear-weapon
States and non-nuclear-weapon States with re-
spect to nuclear disarmament efforts.

3. We further note the positive role played
by civil society, and hope that activities such as
the UN Conference on Disarmament Issues
and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty’s Group of Eminent Persons Meeting,
both to be held in Hiroshima in August, and
the Pugwash Conference to be held in Nagasa-
ki in November, will strengthen momentum
toward disarmament and non-proliferation.

4. We unequivocally support access to nu-
clear technology and energy for peaceful pur-
poses by states that comply with their non-pro-
liferation obligations. We are especially
pleased to announce that both the United
States and Japan which strongly support the
role of the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA) in promoting the benefits of the
peaceful uses of nuclear technology have
pledged to extend their financial support to the
IAEA Peaceful Uses Initiative over the next
five years. The U.S. pledge of $50 million and

Japan’s pledge of $25 million will ensure that
applications of nuclear science and technology
continue to advance medical care and health
improvement including cancer treatment and
Ebola diagnosis, food and water security, clean
oceans and disease eradication in regions of
the world most in need. 

5. The IAEA safeguards system is a funda-
mental element of that framework and plays a
critical role in preventing and addressing chal-
lenges to the global non-proliferation regime,
by verifying that states are not diverting peace-
ful nuclear energy programs to develop weap-
ons, and by responding to cases of non-compli-
ance. We call on all states that have not yet
done so to adhere to a Comprehensive Safe-
guards Agreement and the Additional Protocol
as the recognized IAEA safeguards standard,
and renew our willingness to assist states to im-
plement safeguards agreements. We support
the evolution of IAEA safeguards at the State
level, and emphasize the importance of main-
taining the credibility, effectiveness and integ-
rity of the IAEA safeguards system. To pre-
serve the future integrity of the NPT, action is
needed to discourage any state from withdraw-
ing from the Treaty as a way to escape its re-
sponsibilities or to misuse the fruits of peaceful
cooperation with other states, as well as to en-
courage States Parties to remain in the Treaty
by demonstrating tangible progress in all three
pillars of the Treaty.

6. We underscore the imperative of address-
ing challenges to the integrity of the NPT and
the non-proliferation regime posed by cases of
noncompliance. We welcome the EU/E3+3
deal with Iran and encourage completion of
the work that remains to fully resolve the inter-
national community’s concerns regarding the
exclusively peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear
program as well as to ensure that Iran does not
acquire nuclear weapons. We also remain com-
mitted to a diplomatic process to achieve
North Korea’s complete, verifiable and irre-
versible denuclearization. We urge North Ko-
rea to take concrete steps to honor its commit-
ments under the 2005 Joint Statement of the
Six-Party Talks, fully comply with its obliga-
tions under the relevant UNSC Resolutions,
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refrain from further provocation including nu-
clear tests and ballistic missile launches, return
to the NPT and IAEA safeguards, and come
into full compliance with its nonproliferation
obligations. 

7. We also underscore the importance of
promoting stringent export control in Asia
and globally. We are determined to continue
to work together to conduct outreach activi-
ties for Asian countries with a view to further

enhancing their export control capacity as
well as to promoting recognition that rigor-
ous export controls foster confidence of trade
or investment partners, and create a favor-
able environment for further economic
growth rather than impeding trade and in-
vestment.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement—U.S.-Japan Joint Vision Statement
April 28, 2015

Today the United States and Japan honor a
partnership that for seven decades has made
enduring contributions to global peace, securi-
ty, and prosperity. In this year which marks 70
years since the end of World War II, the rela-
tionship between our two countries stands as a
model of the power of reconciliation: former
adversaries who have become steadfast allies
and who work together to advance common in-
terests and universal values in Asia and global-
ly. Together we have helped to build a strong
rules-based international order, based on a
commitment to rules, norms and institutions
that are the foundation of global affairs and our
way of life.

This transformation into a robust alliance
and global partnership was not inevitable.
Generations of people from all walks of life
built the relationship between our countries
over time, working in the belief that the experi-
ences of the past should inform but not con-
strain the possibilities for the future. This en-
deavor has brought the United States and Ja-
pan to where we stand today: two of the
world’s leading economies, advancing regional
prosperity through a mutually beneficial eco-
nomic partnership, anchored by an unshake-
able Alliance that is the cornerstone of peace
and security in the Asia-Pacific region and a
platform for global cooperation. The journey
our two countries have traveled demonstrates
that reconciliation is possible when all sides are
devoted to achieving it.

Over the past 70 years, the U.S.-Japan rela-
tionship has successfully grown and adapted to

challenges and significant changes in the inter-
national system. Together we helped to win
the Cold War and manage its aftermath; we
have worked together to fight terrorism after
the September 11, 2001 attacks; we cooperat-
ed to strengthen the international financial ar-
chitecture following the global financial crisis;
we responded to natural disasters such as the
tragic Great East Japan Earthquake and tsuna-
mi of March 11, 2011; we have confronted
North Korean nuclear and missile threats, as
well as human rights abuses and abductions;
we have worked together to address concerns
about Iran’s nuclear program; and we have co-
operated to address complex transnational
challenges.

Today’s meeting between President Obama
and Prime Minister Abe marks a historic step
forward in transforming the U.S.-Japan part-
nership. Through the United States’ Asia-Pa-
cific Rebalance strategy, and Japan’s policy of
“Proactive Contribution to Peace” based on
the principle of international cooperation, we
are working closely together to ensure a peace-
ful and prosperous future for the region and
the world. We recognize that the security and
prosperity of our two countries in the 21st cen-
tury is intertwined, inseparable, and not de-
fined solely by national borders. Our current
and future commitments to each other and to
the international order reflect that reality.

The United States and Japan are committed
to a transparent, rules-based, and progressive
approach in pursuing the prosperity of the re-
gion. Our leadership in this area encompasses
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