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Statement on Senate Confirmation of Loretta E. Lynch as Attorney General
April 23, 2015

Today the Senate finally confirmed Loretta
Lynch to be America’s next Attorney General,
and America will be better off for it. Loretta
has spent her life fighting for the fair and
equal justice that is the foundation of our de-
mocracy. As head of the Justice Department,
she will oversee a vast portfolio of cases, in-
cluding counterterrorism and voting rights;
public corruption and white-collar crime; ju-
dicial recommendations and policy reviews—
all of which matter to the lives of every Amer-

ican and shape the story of our country. She
will bring to bear her experience as a tough,
independent, and well-respected prosecutor
on key, bipartisan priorities like criminal jus-
tice reform. And she will build on our prog-
ress in combatting newer threats like cyber-
crime. Loretta’s confirmation ensures that we
are better positioned to keep our communi-
ties safe, keep our Nation secure, and ensure
that every American experiences justice un-
der the law.

Statement on Armenian Remembrance Day
April 23, 2015

This year we mark the centennial of the
Meds Yeghern, the first mass atrocity of the
20th century. Beginning in 1915, the Armenian
people of the Ottoman Empire were deported,
massacred, and marched to their deaths. Their
culture and heritage in their ancient homeland
were erased. Amid horrific violence that saw
suffering on all sides, 1½ million Armenians
perished. 

As the horrors of 1915 unfolded, U.S. Am-
bassador Henry Morgenthau, Sr., sounded the
alarm inside the U.S. Government and con-
fronted Ottoman leaders. Because of efforts
like his, the truth of the Meds Yeghern
emerged and came to influence the later work
of human rights champions like Raphael Lem-
kin, who helped bring about the first United
Nations human rights treaty.

Against this backdrop of terrible carnage,
the American and Armenian peoples came to-
gether in a bond of common humanity. Ordi-
nary American citizens raised millions of dol-
lars to support suffering Armenian children,
and the U.S. Congress chartered the Near East
Relief organization, a pioneer in the field of in-
ternational humanitarian relief. Thousands of
Armenian refugees began new lives in the

United States, where they formed a strong and
vibrant community and became pillars of
American society. Rising to great distinction as
businesspeople, doctors, scholars, artists, and
athletes, they made immeasurable contribu-
tions to their new home.

This centennial is a solemn moment. It calls on
us to reflect on the importance of historical re-
membrance and the difficult but necessary work
of reckoning with the past. I have consistently
stated my own view of what occurred in 1915, and
my view has not changed. A full, frank, and just
acknowledgement of the facts is in all our inter-
ests. Peoples and nations grow stronger and build
a foundation for a more just and tolerant future by
acknowledging and reckoning with painful ele-
ments of the past. We welcome the expression of
views by Pope Francis, Turkish and Armenian his-
torians, and the many others who have sought to
shed light on this dark chapter of history.

On this solemn centennial, we stand with
the Armenian people in remembering that
which was lost. We pledge that those who
suffered will not be forgotten. And we com-
mit ourselves to learn from this painful lega-
cy so that future generations may not repeat
it.
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Remarks on the 10th Anniversary of the Office of the Director of National
Intelligence in McLean, Virginia
April 24, 2015

Thank you so much. Please, please, have a
seat. Thank you very much. Thank you, every-
body. Thank you. Please. Well, thank you, Jim,
for that introduction. And former Director Ne-
groponte, we are—there he is—we are thrilled
to have you here as well.

I am here to help mark the 10th anniversary of
the Office of the Director of National Intelli-
gence. And I’m here for a simple reason: Jim
asked me to come. [Laughter] You see, as you
might say with the IC, Jim is one of my best HU-
MINT sources. He is well placed. His reporting is
known to be reliable. So I accepted his invitation
with a high degree of confidence. [Laughter]

I want to thank you, Jim, and your entire
team and leaders from across the IC, for all of
you taking the time to welcoming me here to-
day. I’m not going to give a long speech, but I
do have three basic messages that I wanted to
convey.

The first is that I don’t know how astute a
consumer of information I am, but I can tell
you I sure do rely on it. And those who come
and brief me every single morning do an ex-
traordinary job. I will say that the only flaw,
generally, in what’s called the PDB that I re-
ceive is that when Jim provides it, some of you
may have heard, he leaves paperclips all over
my office. [Laughter] They’re in the couch;
they’re on the floor. He’s shuffling paper. And
so because I knew I was coming over here, one
of the things I did was return them all. [Laugh-
ter] And so this will be available to you. I
don’t—DNI’s budget is always a little tight; we
can start recycling these. [Laughter] That’s go-
ing to be critical.

But Jim is often one of the first people that I
see in the morning, during the Presidential
Daily Brief. Jim always gives it to me straight.
He gives me his honest assessment free of poli-
tics, free of spin. I trust his integrity. And I
can’t tell you how invaluable that is in the job
that he has. And that culture is one that perme-
ates our IC. It’s a culture that reflects the lead-
ers at the top. And nobody, I think, exemplifies

that more than Jim Clapper. So I am very
grateful for him.

Here at ODNI, Jim has also led important
reforms, both within the office and across the
intelligence community. Today, the communi-
ty is more collaborative and more integrated
than it has ever been in the past.

And since no good deed ever goes unpun-
ished, in appreciation of this integrity and out-
standing work, I sent Jim to North Korea.
[Laughter] And I know he had a wonderful
time in Pyongyang. But thanks to the role that
Jim played, he returned home with Kenneth
Bae and Matthew Miller to be reunited with
their families.

Today is also special to him because it hap-
pens to be his 50th wedding anniversary to his
wonderful wife Sue. So we want to congratu-
late the two of them. And fear not, this is not
all he’s doing for their 50th wedding anniversa-
ry. [Laughter] My understanding is, they’re
headed off for a well-deserved anniversary va-
cation this weekend. So I’m going to move this
along. [Laughter]

The second reason I wanted to be here was
to thank all of you at ODNI. I see Jim or Mike
Dempsey, or sometimes Stephanie, every
morning. And I know that everything they
present reflects incredible hard work on the
part of hundreds of people—thousands of peo-
ple across the various agencies that are repre-
sented. And I want you to know that Jim and
Mike and Stephanie and all the folks who give
me these briefings, they are the first one to ac-
knowledge that they are just the tip of the op-
eration and that they can’t do their job if it
weren’t for the incredible contributions that all
of you are making every single day.

I know that sometimes it can seem like a
one-way street. You push up your reports, but
you don’t always know how your work is re-
ceived by your customers, and I guess I’m the
number-one customer. You don’t always may-
be get feedback. So I’m here just to tell you,
you do an outstanding job. The work that you
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provide is vital for me being able to make good
decisions. And the fact that the work you pre-
pare is giving it to me straight—that doesn’t
look at the world through rose-colored glasses,
that doesn’t exaggerate threats, but doesn’t un-
derplay the significant challenges that we face
around the world—that’s vitally important to
me and, as a consequence, vitally important to
the security of the American people.

So Jim knows it; Mike know it. The people
who meet with me are always extolling your
virtues. But I figured it would be useful for you
to hear it from me directly in saying how much
we appreciate the incredible hard work and ef-
fort that you make every single day.

Whether it’s the PDB, your daily articles,
your expert briefs, NIE’s, I could not do my
job without your insights and your analysis and
your judgment.

More broadly, you’re dedicated to your
founding mission. The 9/11 Commission said
we needed to unify our intelligence communi-
ty. The legislation that created the DNI made
you the statutory head of the community over-
seeing all the agencies.

And it’s not an easy task bringing together
17 different organizations. They each have
unique histories and missions and cultures and
tradecraft. Many of you here represent those
agencies. And yet you come here together to
create a sum that’s even greater and stronger
than its individual parts.

And we see the results. We’ve got more
sharing of intelligence across the community
and also beyond it, with our other partners.
Federal, State, local, and private sectors are
now working together more effectively than
they have in the past. New technologies and
new satellites are being shared, and working
across various platforms means that we’re able
to do a better job both accumulating informa-
tion, but also disseminating it. There’s more
transparency than there’s been in the past.
There’s more innovation than there’s been in
the past. All that is making a difference each
and every day.

I know that integrating the efforts and con-
tributions of all 17 organizations, people, ex-
pertise, capabilities, is never-ending work. And

then, there’s the challenge of being as open
and transparent as possible, even as we contin-
ue to protect intelligence that saves lives.

But I want you to remember the United
States is the most professional, most capable,
most cutting-edge intelligence community in
the world. And part of the reason is because all
of you here at ODNI bring it together. It
makes a difference.

Which brings me to my third and final point.
A message that I hope you share with the col-
leagues who are not in this auditorium, I want
you to share it with all the home agencies: You
can take great pride in your service.

Many of you—those of you with gray beards
or goatees, or in Jim’s case, just no hair—
[laughter]—are intelligence veterans with de-
cades of service. Some of you are young, and
look even younger, a new post-9/11 generation.
And over the years, I know some of you have
lost good friends and colleagues: patriots, men
and women who gave their lives, like those
honored in the stars on the Memorial Wall at
Langley. On days like today, we remember
them and we honor them as well.

These are challenging times. And over the
last few years, we’ve seen unprecedented intel-
ligence disclosures. We’ve seen wild swings
with respect to our budgets because of seques-
tration and furloughs; increasing demands for
intelligence due to everything from Russian
aggression in Ukraine to turmoil and ISIL in
the Middle East.

And today, like all Americans, our thoughts
and prayers also continue to be with the
families of Dr. Warren Weinstein and Giovan-
ni Lo Porto. I’m not going to repeat everything
I said yesterday, but I do want to make one
point again. We’re going to review what hap-
pened. We’re going to identify the lessons that
can be learned and any improvements and
changes that can be made. And I know those of
you who are here share our determination to
continue doing everything we can to prevent
the loss of innocent lives.

I was asked by somebody, how do you ab-
sorb news like that that we received the other
day? And I told the truth: It’s hard. But the one
thing I wanted everybody to know—because I
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know you, because I work with you, because I
know the quality of this team—is that we all
bleed when we lose an American life. We all
grieve when any innocent life is taken. We
don’t take this work lightly. And I know that
each and every one of you understand the
magnitude of what we do and the stakes in-
volved.

And these aren’t abstractions. And we’re not
cavalier about what we do, and we understand
the solemn responsibilities that are given to us.
And our first job is to make sure that we pro-
tect the American people. But there’s not a
person that I talk to that’s involved in the intel-
ligence community that doesn’t—that also
doesn’t understand that we have to do so while
upholding our values and our ideals and our
laws and our constitutions and our commit-
ment to democracy.

And that’s part of the reason why I’m so
grateful to work with you, because I know you
share that commitment, understanding that
this is hard stuff. Everybody here is committed
to doing it the right way. And for that reason,
I’m absolutely committed to making sure that
the American people understand all that you
put in to make sure that we do it the right way.
I’m very grateful for that.

This self-reflection, this willingness to exam-
ine ourselves, to make corrections, to do bet-
ter—that’s part of what makes us Americans.
It’s part of what sets us apart from other na-
tions. It’s part of what keeps us not only safe,
but also strong and free.

And part of what makes our job even more
challenging is, is that despite the extraordinary
work that’s done here and the lives that are
saved on an ongoing basis, a lot of our work still
requires that we maintain some things as clas-
sified. And we can’t always talk about all the
challenges. And the one thing I know about
people in the IC is they don’t seek the lime-
light. That means, sometimes, that the world
doesn’t always see your successes: the threats
that you prevent or the terrorist attacks you
thwart or the lives that you save.

But I don’t want you or folks across the in-
telligence community to ever forget the differ-
ence that you make every day. Because of you,

we’ve had the intelligence to take out Al Qaida
leaders, including Usama bin Laden. Because
of you, we’ve had the intelligence, quickly, that
showed Syria had used chemical weapons and
then had the ability to monitor its removal. Be-
cause of you, we had the intelligence, despite
Russia’s obfuscations, to tell the world the
truth about the downing of Malaysian Airlines
Flight 17 over Ukraine. Because of you, we
had the intelligence support that helped en-
able our recent nuclear framework with Iran.
And you’re going to be critical to our efforts to
forge a comprehensive deal to prevent Iran
from ever getting a nuclear weapon.

So you help keep us safe, but you also help
protect our freedoms by doing it the right way.
And the American people and people around
the world may never know the full extent of
your success. There may be those outside who
question or challenge what we do, and we wel-
come those questions and those challenges be-
cause that makes us better. It can be frustrat-
ing sometimes, but that’s part of the function
of our democracy.

But I know what you do. We’re more secure
because of your service. We’re more secure
because of your patriotism and your profes-
sionalism. And I’m grateful for that. And the
American people are grateful as well: to you
and your families who sacrifice alongside you.

So it’s been 10 long and challenging years.
But when we look back on those 10 years, the
American people have been a whole lot safer.
And I’m confident that over the next 10 years
and 10 years after that, as long as we continue
to have outstanding patriots like yourselves,
we’re going to be okay.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in the
Liberty Crossing Auditorium at the headquar-
ters of the Office of the Director of National
Intelligence. In his remarks, he referred to
Kenneth Bae and Matthew T. Miller, U.S. citi-
zens who were detained in North Korea until
their release in November 2014; Deputy Di-
rector of National Intelligence Michael P.
Dempsey; Principal Deputy Director of
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National Intelligence Stephanie O’Sullivan;
and U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment contractor Warren Weinstein and Italian
aid worker Giovanni Lo Porto, who were killed

in a U.S. counterterrorism operation against an
Al Qaida compound in Pakistan on January 15.
He also referred to the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization.

The President’s Weekly Address
April 25, 2015

Hi, everybody. I’ve talked a lot lately about
why new trade deals are important to our econ-
omy. Today I want to talk about why new trade
deals are important to our values. They’re vital
to middle class economics: the idea that this
country does best when everyone gets their fair
shot, everyone does their fair share, and every-
one plays by the same set of rules.

These are simple values. They’re American
values. And we strive to make sure our own
economy lives up to them, especially after a fi-
nancial crisis brought about by recklessness
and greed. But we also live in a world where
our workers have to compete on a global scale,
right now on an uneven playing field, where
the rules are different. And that’s why America
has to write the rules of the global economy: so
that our workers can compete on a level play-
ing field.

I understand why a lot of people are skepti-
cal of trade deals. Past deals didn’t always live
up to the hype. They didn’t include the kind of
protections we’re fighting for today.

We have lessons to learn from the past, and
we have learned them. But trying to stop a
global economy at our shores isn’t one of those
lessons. We can’t surrender to the future, be-
cause we are meant to win the future. If Amer-
ica doesn’t shape the rules of the global econo-
my today, to benefit our workers, while our
economy is in a position of new global
strength, then China will write those rules. I’ve
seen towns where manufacturing collapsed,
plants closed down, and jobs dried up. And I
refuse to accept that for our workers. Because
I know when the playing field is level, nobody
can beat us.

That’s why, when I took office, we started
thinking about how to revamp trade in a way
that actually works for American workers. And
that’s what we’ve done with a new trade part-

nership we’re negotiating in the Asia-Pacific,
home to the world’s fastest growing markets.

It’s the highest-standard trade agreement in
history. It’s got strong provisions for workers
and the environment, provisions that, unlike in
past agreements, are actually enforceable. If
you want in, you have to meet these standards.
If you don’t, then you’re out. Once you’re a
part of this partnership, if you violate your re-
sponsibilities, there are actual consequences.
And because it would include Canada and
Mexico, it fixes a lot of what was wrong with
NAFTA too.

So this isn’t a race to the bottom, for lower
wages and working conditions. The trade
agreements I’m negotiating will drive a race to
the top. And we’re making sure American
workers can retool through training programs
and community colleges and use new skills to
transition into new jobs.

If I didn’t think this was the right thing to do
for working families, I wouldn’t be fighting for
it. We’ve spent the past 6 years trying to rescue
the economy, retool the auto industry, and re-
vitalize American manufacturing. And if there
were ever an agreement that undercut that
progress or hurt those workers, I wouldn’t sign
it. My entire Presidency is about helping work-
ing families recover from recession and rebuild
for the future. And as long as I’m President,
that’s what I’ll keep fighting to do.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4 p.m. on April 24 in the Map Room at
the White House for broadcast on April 25.
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 24, but
was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
April 25.
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Remarks at the White House Correspondents’ Association Dinner
April 25, 2015

The President. Good evening, everybody. 
Audience members. Good evening.
The President. Welcome to the White

House Correspondents’ Dinner, the night
when Washington celebrates itself. [Laughter]
Somebody’s got to do it. [Laughter]

And welcome to the fourth quarter of my
Presidency. [Laughter] It’s true, I—that was
Michelle cheering. [Laughter] The fact is, I
feel more loose and relaxed than ever. Those
Joe Biden shoulder massages, they’re like mag-
ic. [Laughter] You should try one. Oh, you
have. [Laughter]

I am determined to make the most of every
moment I have left. Now, after the midterm
elections, my advisers asked me, “Mr. Presi-
dent, do you have a bucket list?” And I said,
“Well, I have something that rhymes with
bucket list.” [Laughter] Take executive action
on immigration? Bucket. [Laughter] New cli-
mate regulations? Bucket. It’s the right thing
to do. [Laughter]

And my new attitude is paying off. Look at my
Cuba policy. The Castro brothers are here tonight.
[Laughter] Welcome to America, amigos! Que pa-
sa? What? It’s the Castros from Texas? [Laughter]
Oh. Hi, Joaquin. Hi, Julián. [Laughter]

Anyway, being President is never easy. I still
have to fix a broken immigration system, issue
veto threats, negotiate with Iran, all while find-
ing time to pray five times a day—[laughter]—
which is strenuous. [Laughter] And it is no
wonder that people keep pointing out how the
Presidency has aged me. I look so old, John
Boehner has already invited Netanyahu to
speak at my funeral. [Laughter] Meanwhile,
Michelle hasn’t aged a day. I ask her what her
secret is, she just says, “Fresh fruits and vege-
tables.” It’s aggravating. [Laughter]

The fact is, though, at this point, my legacy is
finally beginning to take shape. The economy is
getting better. Nine in ten Americans now have
health coverage. Today, thanks to Obamacare,
you no longer have to worry about losing your
insurance if you lose your job. You’re welcome,
Senate Democrats. [Laughter]

Now, I—look, it is true, I have not managed
to make everybody happy. Six years into my
Presidency, some people still say I’m arrogant
and aloof, condescending. Some people are so
dumb. [Laughter] No wonder I don’t meet
with them. [Laughter]

And that’s not all people say about me. A
few weeks ago, Dick Cheney says he thinks I’m
the worst President of his lifetime, which is in-
teresting, because I think Dick Cheney is the
worst President of my lifetime. [Laughter] It’s
quite a coincidence.

I mean, everybody has got something to say
these days. Mike Huckabee recently said peo-
ple shouldn’t join our military until a true con-
servative is elected President. Think about
that. It was so outrageous, 47 Ayatollahs wrote
us a letter trying to explain to Huckabee how
our system works. [Laughter]

It gets worse. Just this week, Michele Bach-
mann actually—[laughter]—predicted that I
would bring about the biblical end of days.
[Laughter] Now, that’s a legacy. [Laughter]
That’s big. I mean, Lincoln, Washington, they
didn’t do that. [Laughter]

But I just have to put this stuff aside, I’ve
got to stay focused on my job, because for
many Americans, this is still a time of deep un-
certainty. For example, I have a—I have one
friend, just a few weeks ago, she was making
millions of dollars a year. And she’s now living
out of a van in Iowa. [Laughter]

Meanwhile, back here in our Nation’s Capi-
tal, we’re always dealing with new challenges.
I’m happy to report that the Secret Service,
thanks to some excellent reporting by White
House correspondents, they’re really focusing
on some of the issues that have come up. And
they have finally figured out a fool-proof way to
keep people off my lawn. [Laughter]

[At this point, an image of Sen. John S. McCain
III standing on the South Lawn of the White
House wearing a cardigan sweater and holding
a broom was shown.]
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The President. There he is. It works.
[Laughter] And it’s not just fence jumpers. As
some of you know, a few months ago, a drone
crash-landed out back. That was pretty serious,
but don’t worry, we’ve installed a new, state-of-
the-art security system. [Laughter]

[An image of Vice President Joe Biden holding
a baseball bat as a small drone hovers over the
South Lawn was shown.]

The President. You know what, let me set
the record straight. I tease Joe sometimes, but
he has been at my side for 7 years now. I love
that man. He’s not just a great Vice President,
he is a great friend. We’ve gotten so close, in
some places in Indiana, they won’t serve us
pizza anymore. [Laughter]

I want to thank our host for the evening, a
Chicago girl, the incredibly talented Cecily
Strong. On “Saturday Night Live,” Cecily im-
personates CNN anchor Brooke Baldwin.
Which is surprising, because usually the only
people impersonating journalists on CNN are
journalists on CNN. [Laughter]

ABC is here with some of the stars from
their big new comedy, “Black-ish.” It’s a great
show, but I have to give ABC fair warning: Be-
ing “Black-ish” only makes you popular for so
long. Trust me. [Laughter] There’s a shelf life
to that thing. [Laughter]

As always, the reporters here had a lot to
cover over the last year. Here on the East
Coast, one big story was the brutal winter. The
polar vortex caused so many record lows, they
renamed it MSNBC. [Laughter]

But of course, let’s face it, there is one issue
on every reporter’s minds, and that is 2016. Al-
ready, we’ve seen some missteps. It turns out
Jeb Bush identified himself as “Hispanic” back
in 2009, which, you know what, I—look, I un-
derstand. It’s an innocent mistake. Reminds
me of when I identified myself as “American”
back in 1961. [Laughter]

Ted Cruz said that denying the existence of
climate change—[laughter]—made him like
Galileo. [Laughter] Now, that’s not really an
apt comparison. Galileo believed the Earth re-
volves around the Sun. Ted Cruz believes the
Earth revolves around Ted Cruz. [Laughter]

I—and just as an aside, I want to point out,
when a guy who has his face on a “Hope” post-
er calls you self-centered, you know you’ve got
a problem. [Laughter] The narcissism index is
creeping up a little too high. [Laughter]

Meanwhile, Rick Santorum announced that
he would not attend the same-sex wedding of a
friend or a loved one. To which gays and lesbi-
ans across the country responded, that’s not
going to be a problem. [Laughter] Don’t sweat
that one. [Laughter]

And Donald Trump is here. Still. [Laughter]
Anyway. [Laughter] It’s amazing how time

flies. Soon, the first Presidential contest will
take place. And I for one cannot wait to see
who the Koch brothers pick.

It’s exciting. Marco Rubio, Rand Paul, Ted
Cruz, Jeb Bush, Scott Walker—who will finally
get that red rose? [Laughter] The winner gets
a billion-dollar war chest. The runner up gets
to be the bachelor on the next season of “The
Bachelor.” [Laughter] I mean, seriously, a bil-
lion dollars, from just two guys. Is it just me, or
does that feel a little excessive? [Laughter] I
mean, it’s almost insulting to the candidates.
The Koch brothers think they need to spend a
billion dollars to get folks to like one of these
people. [Laughter] It’s got to hurt their feel-
ings a little bit. [Laughter]

And look, I know I’ve raised a lot of money too.
But in all fairness, my middle name is “Hussein.”
[Laughter] What’s their excuse? [Laughter]

The trail hasn’t been easy for my fellow
Democrats either. As we all know, Hillary’s
private e-mails got her in trouble. Frankly, I
thought it was going to be her private Insta-
gram account that was going to cause her big-
ger problems. [Laughter]

[Successive images of former Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton doing a handstand on
a beer keg surrounded by men and women in
bathing suits, drawing a mustache on a drunk-
en man passed out on a sofa, and holding two
cats were shown.]

The President. Hillary kicked things off by
going completely unrecognized at a Chipotle.
Not to be outdone, Martin O’Malley kicked
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things off by going completely unrecognized at
a Martin O’Malley campaign event. [Laughter]

And Bernie Sanders might run. I like Ber-
nie. Bernie is an interesting guy. Apparently,
some folks really want to see a pot-smoking So-
cialist in the White House. [Laughter] We
could get a third Obama term after all. [Laugh-
ter] It could happen.

Anyway, as always, I want to close on a more
serious note. I often joke about tensions be-
tween me and the press, but honestly, what
they say doesn’t bother me. I understand we’ve
got an adversarial system. I’m a mellow sort of
guy.

And that’s why I invited Luther, my anger
translator, to join me here tonight. [Laughter]

[Comedian Keegan-Michael Key entered the
stage as “Luther,” the President’s “Anger Trans-
lator,” a character he plays on Comedy Cen-
tral’s “Key and Peele” program.]

Mr. Key. Hold on to your lily-white butts.
[Laughter]

The President. In our fast-changing world,
traditions like the White House Correspon-
dents’ dinner are important.

Mr. Key. I mean, really, what is this dinner?
[Laughter] And why am I required to come to
it? [Laughter] Jeb Bush, do you really want to
do this? [Laughter]

The President. Because despite our differ-
ences, we count on the press to shed light on
the most important issues of the day.

Mr. Key. And we can count on Fox News to
terrify old White people with some nonsense!
[Laughter] “Sharia law is coming to Cleveland.
Run for the damn hills!” [Laughter] Y’all is ri-
diculous. [Laughter]

The President. We won’t always see eye to
eye.

Mr. Key. Oh, and CNN, thank you so much
for the wall-to-wall Ebola coverage. For 2
whole weeks, we were one step away from
“The Walking Dead.” [Laughter] And then,
you all got up and just moved on to the next
day. That was awesome. Oh, and by the way,
just if you haven’t noticed, you don’t have Ebo-
la! [Laughter]

The President. But I still deeply appreciate
the work that you do.

Mr. Key. Y’all remember when I had that
big, old hole in the bottom of the Gulf of Mex-
ico, and then I plugged it? Remember that?
Which “Obama’s Katrina” was that one? Was
that 19? Or was it 20? Because I can’t remem-
ber. [Laughter]

The President. Protecting our democracy is
more important than ever. For example, the
Supreme Court ruled that the donor who gave
Ted Cruz $6 million was just exercising free
speech.

Mr. Key. Yeah, that’s the kind of speech like
this: “I just wasted $6 million.” [Laughter]

The President. And it’s not just Republicans.
Hillary will have to raise huge sums of money
too.

Mr. Key. Oh, yes. She gonna get that money.
She gonna get all the money. Khaleesi is com-
ing to Westeros. [Laughter] So watch out!
[Laughter] Whew!

The President. The nonstop focus on billion-
aire donors creates real problems for our de-
mocracy.

Mr. Key. And that’s why we’re running for a
third term! [Laughter]

The President. No, we’re not.
Mr. Key. We’re not?
The President. No.
Mr. Key. Who the hell said that? [Laughter]
The President. But we do need to stay fo-

cused on some big challenges, like climate
change.

Mr. Key. Hey, listen, y’all, if you haven’t no-
ticed, California is bone dry. [Laughter] It
looks like a trailer for the new “Mad Max”
movie up in there. [Laughter] Y’all think that
Bradley Cooper came here because he wants
to talk to Chuck Todd? [Laughter] He needed
a glass of water. Come on! [Laughter]

The President. The science is clear: Nine of
the 10 hottest years ever came in the last de-
cade.

Mr. Key. Now, I’m not a scientist, but I do
know how to count to 10. [Laughter]

The President. Rising seas, more violent
storms.
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Mr. Key. We’ve got mosquitos. Sweaty peo-
ple on the train, stinking it up. It’s just nasty.
[Laughter]

The President. I mean, look at what’s hap-
pening right now. Every serious scientist says
we need to act. The Pentagon says it’s a nation-
al security risk. Miami floods on a sunny day,
and instead of doing anything about it, we’ve
got elected officials throwing snowballs in the
Senate!

Mr. Key. Okay, Mr. President. Okay, I think
they got it, bro.

The President. It is crazy! What about our
kids? What kind of stupid, shortsighted, irre-
sponsible bull——

Mr. Key. Whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa! Hey!
[Laughter]

The President. What?
Mr. Key. Okay. No. Hey! [Laughter]
The President. What?
Mr. Key. All due respect, sir. You don’t need

an anger translator. [Laughter] You need coun-
seling. [Laughter] So now I’m out of here, man.
I ain’t trying to get into all this. [Laughter]

The President. Go.

[As Mr. Key left the stage, he spoke to the First
Lady, who was seated at the dais, as follows.]

Mr. Key. He crazy. [Laughter]
The President. Luther, my anger translator,

ladies and gentlemen. Now that I got that off
my chest—[laughter].

Investigative journalism, explanatory jour-
nalism, journalism that exposes corruption and
injustice and gives a voice to the different and
the marginalized, the voiceless—that’s power.
It’s a privilege. It’s as important to America’s
trajectory—to our values, our ideals—than
anything that we could do in elected office.

We remember journalists we lost over the
past year, journalists like Steven Sotloff and
James Foley, murdered for nothing more than
trying to shine a light into some of the world’s
darkest corners. We remember the journalists
unjustly imprisoned around the world, includ-
ing our own Jason Rezaian. For 9 months, Ja-
son has been imprisoned in Tehran for nothing

more than writing about the hopes and the
fears of the Iranian people, carrying their sto-
ries to the readers of the Washington Post in
an effort to bridge our common humanity. As
was already mentioned, Jason’s brother Ali is
here tonight, and I have told him personally we
will not rest until we bring him home to his
family, safe and sound.

These journalists and so many others view
their work as more than just a profession, but
as a public good, an indispensable pillar of our
society. So I want to give a toast to them. I
raise a glass to them and to all of you, with the
words of the American foreign correspondent
Dorothy Thompson: “It is not the fact of liber-
ty, but the way in which liberty is exercised,
that ultimately determines whether liberty it-
self survives.”

[The President offered a toast.]

Thank you for your devotion to exercising
our liberty and to telling our American story.
God bless you. God bless the United States of
America. Cheers!

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 p.m. at
the Washington Hilton hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to President Raúl Castro Ruz and
former President Fidel Castro Ruz of Cuba;
Rep. Joaquin Castro; Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development Julián Castro; Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel; for-
mer Vice President Richard B. Cheney; former
Gov. Michael D. Huckabee of Arkansas;
former Gov. John E. “Jeb” Bush of Florida;
former Sen. Richard J. Santorum; Donald J.
Trump, chairman and chief executive officer,
Trump Organization; Charles G. Koch, chief
executive officer and chairman of the board,
and David H. Koch, executive vice president,
Koch Industries, Inc.; Gov. Scott K. Walker of
Wisconsin; and former Gov. Martin J. O’Mal-
ley of Maryland. Comedian Keegan-Michael
Key referred to actor Bradley C. Cooper; and
Chuck Todd, chief White House correspon-
dent, NBC News.
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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol to the Treaty on a Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone in Central Asia
April 27, 2015

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to its ratification, the Proto-
col to the Treaty on a Nuclear-Weapon-Free
Zone in Central Asia, signed at New York on
May 6, 2014 (the “Protocol”). I also transmit
for the information of the Senate the Treaty on
a Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone in Central Asia
(the “Treaty”) to which the Protocol relates,
and the Department of State’s Overview of the
Protocol, which includes a detailed article-by-
article analysis of both the Protocol and the
Treaty.

Ratification of the Protocol is in the best in-
terest of the United States, as it will enhance
U.S. security by furthering our objective of
preventing the proliferation of nuclear weap-
ons, strengthen our relations with the states
and the people of Central Asia, demonstrate
our commitment to the decision taken at the

1995 Review and Extension Conference of the
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons that helped secure that
Treaty’s indefinite extension, and contribute
significantly to the continued realization of the
Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone in
all its aspects. As the Department of State’s
Overview of the Protocol explains, entry into
force of the Protocol for the United States
would require no changes in U.S. law, policy,
or practice.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Protocol and
give its advice and consent to its ratification,
subject to the statements contained in the De-
partment of State’s Overview of the Protocol.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
April 27, 2015.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan
April 28, 2015

President Obama. Good morning. 
Audience members. Good morning.
President Obama. Ohayo gozaimasu. 
Prime Minister Abe. Ohayo gozaimasu. 
President Obama. On behalf of the Ameri-

can people and Michelle and myself, it is a
great honor for me to welcome Prime Minister
Abe and Mrs. Abe of Japan, one of America’s
closest allies in the world.

Across Japan over the coming days, our Jap-
anese friends are marking special holidays:
honoring their history, celebrating their consti-
tution, giving gratitude for nature’s beauty, and
expressing their hopes for their children. And
now, with this visit, it is a truly Golden Week.

For Michelle and myself, this is an opportu-
nity to return the hospitality that Shinzo, Akie,
and the Japanese people have shown us in the
past. In Kyoto, Michelle had the honor of play-

ing taiko drums. In Tokyo, I played soccer with
ASIMO the robot. [Laughter]

This visit is a celebration of the ties of
friendship and family that bind our peoples. I
first felt it when I was 6 years old when my
mother took me to Japan. I felt it growing up in
Hawaii, like communities across our country,
home to so many proud Japanese Americans.

Today is also a chance for Americans, espe-
cially our young people, to say thank you for all
the things we love from Japan, like karate and
karaoke—[laughter]—manga and anime and,
of course, emojis. [Laughter]

And this visit also has historic significance.
In 1960, President Eisenhower welcomed
Prime Minister Abe’s grandfather, Prime Min-
ister Kishi, here to the White House. They
signed the security treaty that endures to this



Apr. 28 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2015

514

day, committing America and Japan to “an in-
destructible partnership.”

Today we welcome Prime Minister Abe as we
broaden our alliance for our time. The United
States has renewed our leadership in the Asia-
Pacific. Prime Minister Abe is leading Japan to a
new role on the world stage. The foundation of
both efforts is a strong U.S.-Japan alliance.

Ours is an alliance focused on the future: the
security of our nations and the world, trade that
is fair and free, and the equal opportunity and
human rights of all people, around the world
and in our countries as well, including women
and girls, because they deserve to truly shine.

Prime Minister Abe, Mrs. Abe, members of
the Japanese delegation, we are truly honored
to have you here, as great allies and as true
friends. Welcome to the United States. Yokoso.

Prime Minister Abe. Ohayo gozaimasu.
Good morning.

[At this point, Prime Minister Abe spoke in
Japanese, and his remarks were translated by
an interpreter as follows.]

Prime Minister Abe. Mr. President, Mrs.
Obama, Mr. Vice President, Dr. Biden, ladies
and gentlemen, I thank President Obama’s
warm welcome.

Two years ago, when I visited Washington,
DC, it was in February, during the cold season
of the year. I am honored to be back in this
season when we can enjoy the beautiful sea-
son—[laughter]—South Lawn of the White
House. And I’d like to express my appreciation
for the cordial welcome from our American
friends.

This official visit to the United States is a
special one for me. Since I took office, the top
priority of my foreign policy has been to revi-
talize the alliance between Japan and the Unit-
ed States. And here at Washington, DC, I had
a summit meeting with President Obama 2

years ago, and since then, together with Mr.
President, we have been addressing issues such
as the Trans-Pacific Partnership and the re-
alignment of U.S. forces.

And now our bilateral relationship is more
robust than ever. Our alliance is back on track,
and it is even stronger. This official visit is the
culmination of what we have been doing for
the past 2 years, and it is a great pleasure for
me to realize this visit.

The development of Japan-U.S. relationship
is not something we could achieve without the
history of longstanding bilateral cooperation
over the years. There have been the relation-
ship of trusts between the leaders, the relation-
ship of cooperation between the two nations
and the governments, and friendship through
people-to-people exchange between the two
people. All these have played an important role
as a key pillar for the relationship.

The world is facing numerous challenges
more than ever. Japan will be at the forefront
with the United States in addressing regional
and global challenges while developing our bi-
lateral ties with the United States in a consis-
tent manner. And I very much look forward to
having a discussion with President Obama to-
day on those challenges.

Mr. President, Mrs. Obama, thank you again
for the warm and cordial welcome as well as
your hospitality.

[Prime Minister Abe spoke in English as fol-
lows.]

Thank you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:21 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, where Prime
Minister Abe was accorded a formal welcome
with full military honors. In his remarks, Prime
Minister Abe referred to Jill T. Biden, wife of
Vice President Joe Biden.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan
April 28, 2015

President Obama. Good morning, every-
body. Please have a seat. Good afternoon. Kon-

nichiwa. Once again, it is an honor to welcome
my partner and friend, Prime Minister Abe,
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back to the White House. I’m told there’s a
phrase in Japanese culture that speaks to the
spirit that brings us together today. It’s an idea
rooted in loyalty. It’s an expression of mutuali-
ty, respect, and shared obligation. It transcends
any specific moment or challenge. It’s the
foundation of a relationship that endures. It’s
what allows us to say that the United States
and Japan stand together. Otagai no tame ni—
“with and for each other.”

This is the essence of the alliance between
the United States and Japan, an alliance that
holds lessons for the world. Prime Minister
Abe and I had the opportunity yesterday to vis-
it our memorial to President Lincoln, who be-
lieved that a great conflict had to be followed
with reconciliation. Shinzo, on behalf of the
American people, I want to thank you for your
visit to Arlington National Cemetery. Your ges-
ture is a powerful reminder that the past can
be overcome, former adversaries can become
the closest of allies, and that nations can build
a future together.

Across seven decades, our nations have be-
come not just allies, but true partners and
friends. And that mutual affection will be on
display tomorrow when Shinzo becomes the
first Japanese Prime Minister to address a joint
meeting of Congress. And we are two global
partners that stand together for security and
human dignity around the world: opposing
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, providing
relief to innocent civilians threatened by ISIL,
combating Ebola and promoting global health
and now offering help to the people of Nepal,
who are in our prayers today.

This friendship includes my partnership
with Prime Minister Abe. Since taking office,
I’ve worked to rebalance American foreign
policy to ensure that we’re playing a larger and
lasting role in the Asia-Pacific, a policy ground-
ed in our treaty alliances, including our treaty
with Japan. And I’m grateful to Shinzo for his
deep commitment to that alliance. He is pur-
suing a vision of Japan where the Japanese
economy is reinvigorated and where Japan
makes greater contributions to security and
peace in the region and around the world. So,
Shinzo, thank you. I believe the progress we’ve

made today will help to guide the U.S.-Japa-
nese partnership for decades to come.

Specifically, we first talked about transform-
ing our security alliance. For the first time in
nearly two decades, we’ve updated the guide-
lines for our defense cooperation. Together,
our forces will be more flexible and better pre-
pared to cooperate on a range of challenges,
from maritime security to disaster response.
Our forces will plan, train, and operate even
more closely. We’ll expand our cooperation, in-
cluding on cyber threats and in space. And Ja-
pan will take on greater roles and responsibili-
ties in the Asia-Pacific and around the world.

Our new guidelines complement our effort
to realign U.S. forces across the region, includ-
ing on Okinawa, in order to lessen the impact
of our bases on local communities. And I reaf-
firmed our commitment to move forward with
the relocation of Marines from Okinawa to
Guam.

I want to reiterate that our treaty commit-
ment to Japan’s security is absolute, and that
article 5 covers all territories under Japan’s ad-
ministration, including Senkaku Islands. We
share a concern about China’s land reclama-
tion and construction activities in the South
China Sea, and the United States and Japan
are united in our commitment to freedom of
navigation, respect for international law, and
the peaceful resolution of disputes without co-
ercion.

We also remain united in pursuit of peaceful
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and
addressing North Korean provocations. We
fully support Japan’s efforts to resolve the trag-
edy of North Korea’s abduction of Japanese
citizens. During my last visit to Japan, I met
with the mother of one of those abductees, and
she described the awful pain that she has en-
dured, so I know how important this is to the
Japanese people. Meanwhile, our growing tri-
lateral cooperation—with the Republic of Ko-
rea, as well as with Australia—gives us new op-
portunities to enhance security across the re-
gion.

With respect to trade, we reviewed the
progress our teams have made towards the
Trans-Pacific Partnership. I know that the
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politics around trade can be hard in both our
countries. But I know that Prime Minister Abe,
like me, is deeply committed to getting this
done, and I’m confident we will. I often point
out, for example, that there are many Japanese
cars in America. I want to see more American
cars in Japan as well. TPP will help level the
playing field. It will be good for the workers of
both our countries.

And moreover, TPP will have strong protec-
tions for workers and the environment and
help us set high standards for trade in the 21st
century. Japan and the United States both op-
erate with high standards in our companies and
our corporations. We try to be responsible
when it comes to corporate citizenship. And
high standards will be good for us and good for
the region.

Based on the progress we’ve made, Prime
Minister Abe and I discussed how the United
States and Japan, as the two largest economies
in the TPP negotiations, will now work togeth-
er to lead our TPP partners to swift and suc-
cessful conclusions of the broader negotiations.

We also agreed to continue our close coordi-
nation on climate change. As the two countries
that have made the largest pledges to the
Green Climate Fund, we’re committed to
helping nations around the world seize the op-
portunities of transitioning to low-carbon
economies. And we discussed the importance
of all major economies submitting ambitious
targets to reduce emissions so we can reach a
strong climate agreement this year in Paris.

And finally, we agreed to keep investing in
our people so that they and our countries can
reach their full potential. I want to once again
commend the Prime Minister for his efforts to
bring more Japanese women into the work-
force. I can tell you, it is very much my view
here in the United States and around the world
that when women are given opportunity, when
they are full-fledged members of the political
community and the economic community,
when they have opportunity, those countries
succeed. It’s good for everybody.

Along with the initiative we launched last
year in Tokyo, we’re also aiming to double stu-
dent exchanges in the coming years. And with

the leadership of our better halves—our
wives—the United States and Japan are help-
ing to lead our global initiative, “Let Girls
Learn,” to give more young women and girls
access to education.

So these are just some examples of what it
means to be true global partners. And I’m con-
fident that with the steps that we’ve taken to-
day, our alliance will play an even greater role
in upholding security, prosperity, and human
dignity, not just in the Asia-Pacific, but around
the world.

So, Prime Minister Abe, arigato gozaimasu.
Mr. Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Abe. Barack, thank you for
inviting me to make an official visit in this com-
memorative year which marks 70 years after
the war. Thank you for inviting me and my
wife.

Walking together with you at the Lincoln
Memorial, which has witnessed America tread
the path of democracy, will be an extraordinary
memory to be cherished. We have a dream:
that is to create a world abound in peace and
prosperity. To realize this common dream, Ja-
pan and the United States will together pave
the way towards a new era.

I was able to confirm this strong resolve with
President Obama in this milestone year of 70
years after the war. Today, we turned a new
page in the history of the U.S.-Japan alliance,
which exceeds half a century. This is a Japan-
U.S. alliance within the context of the world.
Japan and the United States are partners who
share basic values, such as freedom, democra-
cy, and basic human rights and the rule of law.
The U.S.-Japan alliance characterized by the
firmness of its bond is now indispensable to the
peace and stability of not only the Asia-Pacific,
but to the world.

We are united in our resoluteness in oppos-
ing unilateral attempts to change the status
quo in whatever form. Any dispute should be
resolved peacefully based on international law
and not through coercion or intimidation. Ja-
pan welcomes the United States policy of re-
balancing, which emphasizes the Asia-Pacific.
And President Obama has expressed his sup-
port for Japan’s principle of proactive contribu-
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tion to peace. Through coordination of these
two policies, the deterrence of our alliance will
no doubt be further strengthened.

Against this backdrop, we have reaffirmed
our resolve to steadily move forward with the
realignment of the U.S. forces in Japan. The
dangers arising from the Futenma Air Station
being surrounded by housing and schools
should be eliminated by relocation to Henoko
as soon as possible. We will move forward with
mitigating the impact of the base in Okinawa,
founded on a strong relationship of trust be-
tween Japan and the United States. It is pros-
perity that brings peace. These beliefs makes
us eager to see the early conclusion of the TPP.

On the bilateral outstanding issues, we wel-
come the fact that significant progress was
made. We will continue to cooperate to lead
the TPP talks through its last phase. We’ve
confirmed that we would work together for the
early and successful conclusion of the talks.

In addition, with regard to the situation in
East Asia, abduction by North Korea, nuclear
missile issues, the situation in the Ukraine, the
nuclear issue in Iran, and the threat of terror-
ism; furthermore, climate change, infectious
and communicable diseases, the U.N. Security
Council reform—the world has a multitude of
issues facing it. And on these all sorts of issues,
we have had a frank and candid exchange of
views, and we agreed that we would cooperate.

When it comes to the future of Japan and
the United States, there are infinite possibili-
ties: energy, infrastructure, science and tech-
nology, space, and in addition to this, the em-
powerment of women. We agree—that is, be-
tween President Obama and myself—that we
would cooperate and move forward in making
investments for the future.

I would like to express my due heartfelt re-
spect once again to President Obama and the
citizens of the United States who have commit-
ted to take on the multiple—multitude of chal-
lenges of this world and for the unstinting ef-
forts that you are making for the benefit of the
peoples of the world.

Yesterday I visited the JFK Library in Bos-
ton. On television, I saw President Kennedy
deliver his Inauguration speech; it deeply reso-

nated with me, and it still has a lingering effect.
I recall the following quote: “My fellow citi-
zens of the world, ask not what America will do
for you, but what together we can do for the
freedom of mankind.”

Now, Japan wants to be a country that can
respond to such calls. Hand in hand, we want
to work together with the United States to
spread basic values throughout the world such
as those of freedom, democracy, basic human
rights, and the rule of law. And we want to be a
country that can contribute to peace and pros-
perity of the world.

In visiting the United States, I’ve had a very
heartwarming welcome and reception by all
citizens of the United States. I’d like to express
my heartfelt gratitude.

Lastly, I’d like to emphasize the following.
Barack, as we stand here, we will be starting a
new era for Japan and the United States. I
think that 70 years from now, our children and
grandchildren will look back on the talks we
had as one of such historical significance.
Thank you very much.

President Obama. [Inaudible]—starting
with Andrew Beatty of AFP.

Japan-U.S. Relations/China/South Korea

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President.
First of all, I wanted to know if you think
there’s a risk in this more assertive U.S.-Japa-
nese security stance, if you think there’s a risk
that it might be seen as a provocation in Bei-
jing, Pyongyang, or heightened tension in the
East China and South China Seas.

And for Mr. Abe, if I may: You stopped
short of a full apology for Japan’s actions dur-
ing World War II, including with regard the
estimated 200,000 women enslaved by Imperi-
al Forces. Would you make an apology for that
today? Thank you.

President Obama. I think it’s very important
to recognize that the U.S.-Japan alliance hasn’t
just been good for the United States and Japan,
it’s been good for the Asia-Pacific region and
the world. The basic foundation of peace, sta-
bility, ensuring that territorial borders were re-
spected, freedom of navigation—all that has
underwritten the incredible growth that’s
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taken place in the Asia-Pacific region. China
has benefited from it. It’s on that basis that
China became an economic juggernaut that
ended up being incorporated into global trade.

And so, no, we don’t think that a strong
U.S.-Japan alliance should be seen as a provo-
cation. We should—it should be seen as a con-
tinuation of the important work that we’ve
done to ensure that you have a stable area
where there are diplomatic conflicts, a healthy
economic competition, but largely, we’ve been
able to maintain forward progress for a whole
host of nations. And our treaty alliances have
been critical to that. The U.S. serving as an
Asia-Pacific power has been critical to that.

And as I’ve said before, we welcome China’s
peaceful rise. We think it’s good not only be-
cause China is a booming potential market. We
think it’s good not only because it allows China
potentially to share some burdens with us in
helping countries that are not as far along de-
velop. But we think it’s just good that hundreds
of millions of Chinese citizens have been able
to rise out of poverty at incredible speed over
the last several years. They could not have
done that had it not been for a stable trading
system and world order that is underwritten in
large part by the work that our alliances do.

I think it is going to be important for us to
continue to adapt to new challenges. So part of
the goal here is that the same principles that
the alliance was founded on continually update
to concerns about cyber threats; that we are
nimble and responsive to potential conflicts
that may arise because of maritime disputes.
But I think we have to do it in a way that brings
in China and other countries into a common
effort to maintain order and peace in the re-
gion.

And we are seeking to strengthen military-
to-military cooperation with China even as we
continue to upgrade our alliance efforts. Obvi-
ously, the Republic of Korea is a critical part of
our alliance structure as well. And the trilateral
work that we do is going to be also very, very
important.

I don’t want to minimize, though, the fact
that there are some real tensions that have aris-
en with China around its approach to maritime

issues and its claims. But that’s not an issue that
is arising as a consequence of the U.S.-Japan al-
liance. It’s primarily a conflict between China
and various claimants throughout East Asia and
Southeast Asia in which they feel that rather
than resolve these issues through normal inter-
national dispute settlements, they are flexing
their muscles.

And we’ve said to China what we would say
to any country in that circumstance: That’s the
wrong way to go about it. And we will continue
to work with all countries in the region, start-
ing with our treaty allies, to make sure that ba-
sic international norms continue to be ob-
served.

Prime Minister Abe. On the issue of comfort
women, I am deeply pained to think about the
comfort women who experienced immeasur-
able pain and suffering as a result of victimiza-
tion due to human trafficking. This is a feeling
that I share equally with my predecessors. The
Abe cabinet upholds the Kono statement and
has no intention to revise it. Based on this posi-
tion, Japan has made various efforts to provide
realistic relief for the comfort women.

In—throughout the history of the 20th cen-
tury, women’s dignity and basic human rights
had often been infringed upon during wars. We
intend to make the 21st century a world with no
human rights violations against women.

I promised at the General Assembly of the
United Nations last year that Japan would
stand at the fore and lead the international
community in eliminating sexual violence dur-
ing conflicts. For an international framework,
including the U.N. Women, Japan provided
approximately $12 million in 2014 and decided
that it would provide approximately $22 mil-
lion in 2015.

In any case, the 21st century should be an
age where women’s rights is never infringed
upon. And it is—that is our strong resolve.

Japan-U.S. Defense Cooperation/Islamic State
of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) Terrorist Orga-
nization/Japan’s Defense Policy

Q. Thank you very much. [Inaudible]—from
NHK. I’d like to address this question to Prime
Minister Abe and President Obama. In the
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East China Sea and in the South China Sea,
China continues to make forays into the
oceans. And the Islamic State is still very ac-
tive. How does the United States and Japan in-
tend to collaborate?

And what do you expect of each other in
terms of actions taken by the respective coun-
tries? In Japan, with regard to the acceptance
of exercise of collective self-defense and the
new guidelines, there is a strong concern that
Japan will become involved in America’s wars.
How does Prime Minister Abe intend to dispel
those fears? And what is President Obama’s
take on these concerns?

Prime Minister Abe. First of all, on extrem-
ism and radicalism, which is on the rise, the
world community should unite to counter such
extremism. Moderation is the best method, is
the speech I delivered in Cairo. We have to
face extremism. There are moderates who are
at the very forefront facing extremism, and we
want to support this.

With the rise of extremism, there are refu-
gees and support to these refugees. And also,
through the influx of refugees, there are coun-
tries who are faced with difficulties. To these
countries, it’s important that we provide sup-
port appropriately. And to the moderate coun-
tries, we need to tell them that they are not
alone, they are not isolated in the international
society. The moderate countries should be
supported, and we need to express that at all
times. I believe that is important.

In the Middle East, there are people who
are living there; improving the welfare and
livelihood of these peoples are areas in which
we’d like to make efforts. From such a stand-
point, the United States and Japan would like
to cooperate to respond to the challenges.

Another point. The defense guidelines and
with regard to the security legislation that we
may be involved, get caught up in wars—peo-
ple tend to label this in some cases. It’s very
unfortunate. Labeling activities of this kind is
not the first time it has occurred. In 1960,
when we revised the security treaty, people—
some people said that we would be involved in
wars of the United States, and that was the
core of the criticism which was aired then.

It’s been 55 years since then. This criticism
has been proved totally wrong, and that is very
clear and evident. History has proved this. Our
choice made at the time to revise the security
treaty. And in case Japan suffers from aggres-
sion between Japan and the United States, we
would respond through cooperation.

And in the Far East, to maintain security, Ja-
pan’s facilities would be leveraged, and U.S.
military would leverage these facilities to con-
duct activities. Through such activities, Japan’s
safety would be—was protected, and prosperi-
ty happened, and safety in Asian—the Asia-Pa-
cific has been maintained.

To further strengthen this trend is provided
for through the new guidelines, and seamless
response is made possible. And by so doing,
deterrence would be enhanced. Japan-U.S. al-
liance would be more efficient and more func-
tional. Deterrence and response capabilities
would be heightened as a result. And this
would lead to peace and prosperity of Japan
and regional peace and prosperity as well. This
is my firm conviction.

In the streamlining of the laws, I should like
to explain to the citizens—and the Parlia-
ment—in a detailed fashion.

President Obama. Ultimately, the people of
Japan and their elected representatives will be
making decisions about how best to approach
their defense. But I think it’s important to
note, as Prime Minister Abe said, that we have
seen over multiple decades now that Japan is a
peace-loving country, having absorbed some
very difficult lessons from the past; Japan does
not engage in aggression on the international
stage or in its region; and that the alliance that
has been built with the United States is princi-
pally one that seeks to defend our countries
from potential attack or aggression. And what
the new defense guidelines and the collective
defense approach that Prime Minister Abe is
proposing simply upgrades our ability to carry
out those core functions.

We do share, as people in countries all
around the world share, a determination to
eliminate the kind of barbaric terrorist acts
perpetrated by organizations like ISIL that
have resulted in the death of innocent citizens
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from the United States, from Japan, from other
countries, and most of all, from Muslim coun-
tries. And that’s why we have a broad-based
coalition designed to defeat ISIL. And we will
continue to work with a wide range of coun-
tries around the world in our counterterrorism
efforts.

Japan’s cooperation in that is vital and ap-
preciated, but there are many ways in which
coalition members participate. Japan’s willing-
ness and commitment to provide humanitarian
assistance makes an enormous difference in
countries that have been destabilized. Japan’s
willingness to serve in areas of peacekeeping
and working with other countries to rebuild af-
ter they’ve been destroyed makes a big differ-
ence.

So I think it’s important to recognize we do
not expect some instant and major transforma-
tion in terms of how Japan projects military
power, but we do expect that Japan, like all of
our allies and like ourselves, will continue to
adapt to new threats, understanding that our
basic core principle is not territorial ambition,
it’s not aggression towards others, but it is sim-
ply to defend prosperity and liberty and the
sovereignty of countries, as we have done for a
very long time now, as we have done together
for a very long time.

Chris Jansing [NBC News].

Trans-Pacific Partnership/Civil Unrest in Balti-
more, Maryland/Community-Oriented Polic-
ing/Criminal Justice Reform/Poverty/Economic
Development

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. As you know,
the National Guard is now on the streets of
Baltimore, the latest aftermath in a series of
what have been high-profile confrontations be-
tween Black men and police officers. And
there seems to be growing frustration among
African American leaders that not enough is
being done quickly enough. Marc Morial of the
Urban League said, “The U.S. is in a state of
emergency of tremendous proportions.” The
president of the NAACP Legal Defense Fund
says, “We are in the throes of a national crisis.”

Are we in the throes of a national crisis?
What are you prepared to do about it, both in

terms of Baltimore and the larger picture? And
what do you say to critics who say that since the
death of Trayvon Martin, you have not been
aggressive enough in your response?

And to Prime Minister Abe, how important
is a Pacific trade deal to keeping the influence
of China in check, both economically and mili-
tarily? And do you agree with President
Obama when he says that failing to complete a
deal will simply further China’s influence?
Thank you.

President Obama. Before I answer the ques-
tion about Baltimore, I’m going to horn in on
your question to Prime Minister Abe.

I’ve been very clear that TPP is good for
American businesses and American workers,
regardless of what China is doing. And we will
make the case on the merits as to why it will
open up markets for American goods, Ameri-
can exports, and create American jobs. So this
is not simply a defensive agreement, this is
something that is going to be part and parcel of
our broader economic agenda moving forward.
And when 95 percent of the world’s markets
are outside our shores, we’ve got to make sure
that we’re out there competing. And I’m confi-
dent we can compete.

With respect to Baltimore, let me make a
couple of points. First, obviously, our thoughts
continue to be with the family of Freddie Gray.
Understandably, they want answers. And DOJ
has opened an investigation. It is working with
local law enforcement to find out exactly what
happened, and I think there should be full
transparency and accountability.

Second, my thoughts are with the police offi-
cers who were injured in last night’s disturbances.
It underscores that that’s a tough job, and we
have to keep that in mind, and my hope is that
they can heal and get back to work as soon as pos-
sible.

Point number three: There’s no excuse for
the kind of violence that we saw yesterday. It is
counterproductive. When individuals get crow-
bars and start prying open doors to loot, they’re
not protesting, they’re not making a statement.
They’re stealing. When they burn down a
building, they’re committing arson. And
they’re destroying and undermining businesses
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and opportunities in their own communities
that rob jobs and opportunity from people in
that area.

So it is entirely appropriate that the mayor
of Baltimore, who I spoke to yesterday, and the
Governor, who I spoke to yesterday, work to
stop that kind of senseless violence and de-
struction. That is not a protest. That is not a
statement. It’s people—a handful of people—
taking advantage of a situation for their own
purposes, and they need to be treated as crimi-
nals.

Point number four: The violence that hap-
pened yesterday distracted from the fact that
you had seen multiple days of peaceful protests
that were focused on entirely legitimate con-
cerns of these communities in Baltimore, led
by clergy and community leaders. And they
were constructive, and they were thoughtful,
and frankly, it didn’t get that much attention.
And one burning building will be looped on
television over and over and over again, and
the thousands of demonstrators who did it the
right way, I think, have been lost in the discus-
sion.

The overwhelming majority of the commu-
nity in Baltimore, I think, have handled this ap-
propriately, expressing real concern and out-
rage over the possibility that our laws were not
applied evenly in the case of Mr. Gray and that
accountability needs to exist. And I think we
have to give them credit. My understanding is,
is you’ve got some of the same organizers now
going back into these communities to try to
clean up in the aftermath of a handful of pro-
testers—a handful of criminals and thugs who
tore up the place. What they were doing, what
those community leaders and clergy and others
were doing, that is a statement. That’s the kind
of organizing that needs to take place if we’re
going to tackle this problem. And they deserve
credit for it, and we should be lifting them up.

Point number five—and I’ve got six—
[laughter]—because this is important: Since
Ferguson and the Task Force that we put to-
gether, we have seen too many instances of
what appears to be police officers interacting
with individuals—primarily African American,
often poor—in ways that have raised troubling

questions. And it comes up, it seems like, once
a week now, or once every couple of weeks.
And so I think it’s pretty understandable why
the leaders of civil rights organizations, but
more importantly, moms and dads across the
country, might start saying this is a crisis. What
I’d say is, this has been a slow-rolling crisis.
This has been going on for a long time. This is
not new, and we shouldn’t pretend that it’s
new.

The good news is, is that perhaps there’s
some newfound awareness because of social
media and video cameras and so forth that
there are problems and challenges when it
comes to how policing and our laws are applied
in certain communities, and we have to pay at-
tention to it and respond.

What’s also good news is, the Task Force
that was made up of law enforcement and
community activists that we brought together
here in the White House have come up with
very constructive concrete proposals that, if ad-
opted by local communities and by States and
by counties, by law enforcement generally,
would make a difference. It wouldn’t solve ev-
ery problem, but would make a concrete dif-
ference in rebuilding trust and making sure
that the overwhelming majority of effective,
honest, and fair law enforcement officers, that
they’re able to do their job better because it
will weed out or retrain or put a stop to those
handful who may be not doing what they’re
supposed to be doing.

Now, the challenge for us, as the Federal
Government is, is that we don’t run these po-
lice forces. I can’t federalize every police force
in the country and force them to retrain. But
what I can do is to start working with them col-
laboratively so that they can begin this process
of change themselves.

And we—coming out of the Task Force that
we put together, we’re now working with local
communities. The Department of Justice has
just announced a grant program for those juris-
dictions that want to purchase body cameras.
We are going to be issuing grants for those ju-
risdictions that are prepared to start trying to
implement some of the new training and data
collection and other things that can make a
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difference. And we’re going to keep on work-
ing with those local jurisdictions so that they
can begin to make the changes that are neces-
sary.

I think it’s going to be important for organi-
zations like the Fraternal Order of Police and
other police unions and organizations to ac-
knowledge that this is not good for police. We
have to own up to the fact that occasionally
there are going to be problems here, just as
there are in every other occupation. There are
some bad politicians who are corrupt. There
are folks in the business community or on Wall
Street who don’t do the right thing. Well,
there’s some police who aren’t doing the right
thing. And rather than close ranks, what we’ve
seen is, a number of thoughtful police chiefs
and commissioners and others recognize,
they’ve got to get their arms around this thing
and work together with the community to solve
the problem. And we’re committed to facilitat-
ing that process.

So the heads of our COPS agency that helps
with community policing, they’re already out
in Baltimore. Our head—Assistant Attorney
General for the Civil Rights Division is already
out in Baltimore. But we’re going to be work-
ing systematically with every city and jurisdic-
tion around the country to try to help them im-
plement some solutions that we know work.

And I’ll make my final point. I’m sorry, Mr.
Prime Minister, but this is a pretty important
issue for us.

We can’t just leave this to the police. I think
there are police departments that have to do
some soul searching. I think there are some
communities that have to do some soul search-
ing. But I think we, as a country, have to do
some soul searching. This is not new. It’s been
going on for decades.

And without making any excuses for crimi-
nal activities that take place in these communi-
ties, what we also know is that if you have im-
poverished communities that have been
stripped away of opportunity, where children
are born into abject poverty; they’ve got par-
ents—often because of substance abuse prob-
lems or incarceration or lack of education
themselves—can’t do right by their kids; if it’s

more likely that those kids end up in jail or
dead than that they go to college; in communi-
ties where there are no fathers who can pro-
vide guidance to young men; communities
that—where there’s no investment and manu-
facturing has been stripped away and drugs
have flooded the community and the drug in-
dustry ends up being the primary employer for
a whole lot of folks—in those environments, if
we think that we’re just going to send the po-
lice to do the dirty work of containing the
problems that arise there without, as a nation
and as a society, saying, “What can we do to
change those communities, to help lift up
those communities and give those kids oppor-
tunity?,” then we’re not going to solve this
problem. And we’ll go through the same cycles
of periodic conflicts between the police and
communities and the occasional riots in the
streets, and everybody will feign concern until
it goes away, and then we go about our busi-
ness as usual.

If we are serious about solving this problem,
then we’re going to not only have to help the
police, we’re going to have to think about what
can we do—the rest of us—to make sure that
we’re providing early education to these kids;
to make sure that we’re reforming our criminal
justice system so it’s not just a pipeline from
schools to prisons; so that we’re not rendering
men in these communities unemployable be-
cause of a felony record for a nonviolent drug
offense; that we’re making investments so that
they can get the training they need to find jobs.
That’s hard. That requires more than just the
occasional news report or Task Force. And
there’s a bunch of my agenda that would make
a difference right now in that.

Now, I’m under no illusion that out of this
Congress we’re going to get massive invest-
ments in urban communities, and so we’ll try
to find areas where we can make a difference
around school reform and around job training
and around some investments in infrastructure
in these communities and trying to attract new
businesses in.

But if we really want to solve the problem, if
our society really wanted to solve the problem,
we could. It’s just, it would require everybody
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saying this is important, this is significant, and
that we don’t just pay attention to these com-
munities when a CVS burns and we don’t just
pay attention when a young man gets shot or
has his spine snapped. We’re paying attention
all the time because we consider those kids our
kids and we think they’re important and they
shouldn’t be living in poverty and violence.

That’s how I feel. I think there are a lot of
good-meaning people around the country that
feel that way. But that kind of political mobiliza-
tion, I think, we haven’t seen in quite some time.
And what I’ve tried to do is to promote those
ideas that would make a difference. But I think
we all understand that the politics of that are
tough, because it’s easy to ignore those problems
or to treat them just as a law-and-order issue, as
opposed to a broader social issue.

That was a really long answer, but I felt pret-
ty strongly about it.

Prime Minister Abe. First of all, on TPP, this
is not something that we create out of con-
sciousness about China. The economic growth
of the region will be a positive and create op-
portunities for Japan, the United States, and
the world. The TPP is such that to the eyes of
many countries, it has to become a model. It
should be a model for China in that it’s an am-
bitious attempt to create a new economic
sphere in which people, goods, and money will
flow freely within the Asia-Pacific region. It’s a
new economic region of freedom, democracy,
basic human rights, and rule of law.

With countries that share these universal
values, we will be creating new rules. And this
will benefit regional prosperity, and it also has
a strategic significance related to regional sta-
bility.

On these points, we see completely eye to
eye between President Obama and myself.
The early conclusion of TPP, by achieving this,
this will work on other countries—nonmem-
bers of the TPP—to follow rules. And I believe
that this will lead to prosperity.

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank/Trans-
Pacific Partnership

Q. [Inaudible]—from Kyoto Press. My
question addressed—is addressed to Prime

Minister Abe, as well as President Obama. In
relation to the answer that has been given, Chi-
na is working toward the establishment of the
AIIB, and it intends to enhance its influence in
the international economy and finance. What
is the strategic significance of the early conclu-
sion of the TPP?

And the next question is to President
Obama. Do you have confidence, or how do
you intend to work on Congress to pass the
TPP-related bills? And how confident are you
that you’ll be able to pass this bill?

Prime Minister Abe. On the TPP, as I men-
tioned in my answer previously, in the Asia-Pa-
cific region, this is a region where growth is
very prominent. And in such a region, for peo-
ple and goods and money under proper rules
to flow freely, without a doubt, will make afflu-
ent the countries participating in the TPP, in
the Asia-Pacific. And the people in the coun-
tries will be able to lead affluent lives. I believe
this will feed into this.

So for this purpose as well, as soon as possi-
ble, with the general public’s understanding,
toward early conclusion of the TPP, we’d like
to make efforts. And in this context, Japan and
the United States—or with President Barack
Obama and myself—we want to exert leader-
ship to bring about an early conclusion of the
TPP.

Furthermore, on the AIIB, in Asia there’s a
tremendous demand for infrastructure, and
the financial system to respond to this is very
important. On this recognition, we see eye to
eye between China and myself, and I think this
is a point on which we see eye to eye between
many countries.

For Japan to participate in the AIIB is a de-
cision that which we have not taken yet. But to
create such an enormous financial institution
and since this will have an enormous impact on
Asian countries, a fair governance is necessary
of the institution. In particular, the board to re-
view individual projects and to approve of this
is indispensable. And that sustainability and
the environment and society and the impact of
this should be considered. We need to secure
this.
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It’s not only about the lenders, but the bor-
rowing nations. For example, various infra-
structure projects may not be sustainable. It
may have too much of a burden on the envi-
ronment. If this is the case, this will be a very
negative—bring negative results for the citi-
zens living in the countries. It will prove to be a
burden. And so in that sense, a proper review
as to whether lending the money to a country
will be of benefit to the country. Rigorous re-
view is very important.

So, from such a standpoint, the two points to
be secured, I believe, is very important. So
from such a standpoint, Japan and the United
States should cooperate, and we need to con-
tinue dialogue with China, and it is my inten-
tion to do so.

President Obama. Let me agree with Prime
Minister Abe when it comes to the Asian Infra-
structure Bank proposal that’s been made by
China.

Asia needs infrastructure. There are a lot of
countries that have difficulty financing infra-
structure, but if they got that infrastructure put
in place and developed, they can grow much
more rapidly. And that’s good for everybody.
It’s good for that country. It’s good for the
world economy. It’s good for us. We want
more markets to be able to get our goods in
and sell our services that are some of the best
in the world. And China has got a lot of money.
It’s been running a big surplus for quite some
time. So to the extent that China wants to put
capital into development projects around the
region, that’s a positive. That’s a good thing.

So let me be very clear and dispel this no-
tion that we were opposed or are opposed to
other countries participating in the Asia Infra-
structure Bank. That is simply not true. It
sprung up out of one story after the Brits de-
cided that they were going to join up, and then
folks have just been running with it. And there
have been all these editorials subsequently
based on these reports, not from any official
position of the United States Government, but
from a series of behind-the-scenes quotes.

What we have said and what we’ve said to all
the other countries involved is exactly what
Prime Minister Abe said, which is, if we’re go-

ing to have a multilateral lending institution,
then you have to have some guidelines by
which it’s going to operate. That’s how the
World Bank operates. That’s how the IMF op-
erates. There may be weighted votes in terms
of who’s the biggest contributor, but you’ve got
to have some transparency in terms of how the
thing is going to operate, because if not, a
number of things can happen. Number one,
money could end up flowing that is misused, or
it doesn’t have high accounting standards, and
we don’t know what happens to money that is
going into projects.

As Prime Minister Abe said, the projects
themselves may not be well designed. They
may be very good for the leaders of some coun-
tries and contractors, but may not be good for
the actual people who live there. And the rea-
son I can say that is because, in the past, some
of the efforts of multilateral institutions that
the United States set up didn’t always do right
by the actual people in those countries. And we
learned some lessons from that, and we got
better at making sure that we were listening to
the community and thinking about how this
would affect the environment and whether it
was sustainable.

And so our simple point to everybody in
these conversations around the Asia Infrastruc-
ture Bank is, let’s just make sure that we’re
running it based on best practices, based on
what we’ve learned from the entire postwar era
and how other multilateral financing mecha-
nisms have worked.

And if in fact the Asia Infrastructure Bank
that is being set up ends up having those kinds
of safeguards, is run in a way that ultimately is
actually going to lead to good infrastructure
and benefit the borrowing countries, then
we’re all for it. And we look forward to collabo-
rating with the Asia Infrastructure Bank, just
like we do with the Asia Development Bank
and with the World Bank on a whole bunch of
stuff. So this could be a positive thing.

But if it’s not run well, then it could be a
negative thing. And what we don’t want to do is
just be participating in something and provid-
ing cover for an institution that does not end
up doing right by its people. Because when
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these countries borrow money, even from a de-
velopment bank, for a boondoggle project that
doesn’t work, they’re oftentimes still on the
hook for paying that money back. And there
have been experiences like that across conti-
nents and across decades.

With respect to TPP, it’s never fun passing a
trade bill in this town and—because people are
understandably concerned about its potential
impacts on specific industries, but also the
general concerns that people have had about
globalization and technology displacing work-
ers. We’re addressing those systematically.
Here’s what I’m confident about: This will end
up being the most progressive trade bill in his-
tory. It will have the kinds of labor and envi-
ronmental and human rights protections that
have been absent in previous agreements. It’s
going to be enforceable. It’s going to open up
markets that currently are not fully open to
U.S. businesses. It’s going to be good for the
U.S. economy.

And because I always believe that good poli-
cy ends up being good politics, I’m confident
we’re going to end up getting the votes in Con-
gress. And Congress, by the way, will have a lot
of time to review it when and if it’s actually
completed. So this whole notion that it’s all se-

cret, they’re going to have 60 days before I
even sign it to look at the text and then a num-
ber of months after that before they have to
take a final vote.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 12:10 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the White
House. In his remarks, the President referred
to Sakie Yokota, mother of Megumi Yokota, a
Japanese citizen who was abducted by North
Korean authorities in 1977; Akie Abe, wife of
Prime Minister Abe; Freddie C. Gray, Jr., who
died on April 19 as a result of injuries sustained
following an arrest by Baltimore, MD, police
officers on April 12; Mayor Stephanie C. Rawl-
ings-Blake of Baltimore, MD; Gov. Lawrence J.
Hogan, Jr., of Maryland; Ronald L. Davis, Di-
rector, Office of Community Oriented Policing
Services (COPS); and Acting Assistant Attorney
General for Civil Rights Vanita Gupta. A re-
porter referred to Marc H. Morial, president
and chief executive officer, National Urban
League; and Sherrilyn Ifill, president and di-
rector-counsel, NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, Inc. Prime Minister Abe
and two reporters spoke in Japanese, and their
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of
Japan on the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
April 28, 2015

1. Japan and the United States reaffirm our
commitment to seek the peace and security of
a world without nuclear weapons and to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). We
commit to work together for a successful Re-
view Conference in New York that strengthens
each of the Treaty’s three pillars: nuclear disar-
mament, nuclear non-proliferation, and peace-
ful uses of nuclear energy. The NPT remains
the cornerstone of the global non-proliferation
regime and an essential foundation for the pur-
suit of nuclear disarmament. In this 70th year
since the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, we are reminded of the catastrophic
humanitarian consequences of nuclear weap-

ons use. Hiroshima and Nagasaki will be forev-
er engraved in the world’s memory. Concerns
over the use of nuclear weapons underpin all
work to reduce nuclear dangers and to work to-
ward nuclear disarmament, to which all NPT
parties are committed under Article VI of the
Treaty. We affirm that it is in the interest of all
States that the 70-year record of non-use
should be extended forever and remain con-
vinced that all States share the responsibility
for achieving this goal.

2. We reaffirm our commitment to a step-
by-step approach to nuclear disarmament, and
recognize the progress made since the height
of the Cold War. We recognize that further
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