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So, obviously, a lot of people were involved
in this process, but a couple of special thank
yous. First of all, this would not have happened
without the Speaker of the House, John Boeh-
ner, and we very much appreciate his leader-
ship on this. It would not have happened with-
out the Democratic Leader, Nancy Pelosi. It
wouldn’t have happened without Senators Or-
rin Hatch and Ron Wyden and Representa-
tives Fred Upton, Frank Pallone, Paul Ryan,
Sandy Levin. I see McCarthy there. He count-
ed votes. [Laughter] We're grateful for that, as
well.

But most importantly, I just want to thank
everybody for showing that Republicans and
Democrats can come together and put aside
partisanship for something important, not just
on small things, not just on the must-dos, but
on things that actually make the country work
better. We did not, in this case, simply kick the
can down the road; we solved a problem, and
we made life better for a lot of people. And we
crossed one of Washington’s perennial cliffs off
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the list for good. And we proved that’s possible.
And my hope is, is that that helps build a little
more momentum to get some other good stuff
done.

We're—TI've said this before: We're not go-
ing to agree on everything. I mean, there are
some areas where—that’s why we have a party
system—there are strong disagreements. But
where we can find areas of agreement, where
we can focus on common sense and focus on
the people who sent us here, T think there’s
nothing the American people would rather see
than us be able to make this town work. And
this was a great start and a great example.

So I want to thank everybody. Appreciate it.
Enjoy this beautiful day. Thank you, every-
body.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to House Majority Leader
Kevin O. McCarthy. H.R. 2, approved April
16, was assigned Public Law No. 114-10.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Proposed Agreement for
Cooperation Between the Government of the United States of America and
the Government of the People’s Republic of China Concerning Peaceful

Uses of Nuclear Energy
April 21, 2015

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
pursuant to subsections 123 b. and 123 d. of
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended
(42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the “Act”), the text of
a proposed Agreement for Cooperation Be-
tween the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the People’s
Republic of China Concerning Peaceful Uses
of Nuclear Energy (the “Agreement”). I am al-
so pleased to transmit my written approval, au-
thorization, and determination concerning the
Agreement, and an unclassified Nuclear Prolif-
eration Assessment Statement (NPAS) con-
cerning the Agreement. (In accordance with
section 123 of the Act, as amended by Title XII
of the Foreign Affairs Reform and Restructur-

ing Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-277), two
classified annexes to the NPAS, prepared by
the Secretary of State, in consultation with the
Director of National Intelligence, summarizing
relevant classified information, will be submit-
ted to the Congress separately.) The joint
memorandum submitted to me by the Secre-
taries of State and Energy and a letter from the
Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion stating the views of the Commission are
also enclosed. An addendum to the NPAS con-
taining a comprehensive analysis of China’s ex-
port control system with respect to nuclear-re-
lated matters, including interactions with other
countries of proliferation concern and the ac-
tual or suspected nuclear, dual-use, or missile-
related transfers to such countries, pursuant to
section 102A(w) of the National Security Act of
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1947 (50 U.S.C. 3024(w)), is being submitted
separately by the Director of National Intelli-
gence.

The proposed Agreement has been negoti-
ated in accordance with the Act and other ap-
plicable law. In my judgment, it meets all ap-
plicable statutory requirements and will ad-
vance the nonproliferation and other foreign
policy interests of the United States.

The proposed Agreement provides a com-
prehensive framework for peaceful nuclear co-
operation with China based on a mutual com-
mitment to nuclear nonproliferation. It would
permit the transfer of material, equipment (in-
cluding reactors), components, information,
and technology for nuclear research and nucle-
ar power production. It does not permit trans-
fers of any Restricted Data. Transfers of sensi-
tive nuclear technology, sensitive nuclear facil-
ities, and major critical components of such fa-
cilities may only occur if the Agreement is
amended to cover such transfers. In the event
of termination, key nonproliferation conditions
and controls continue with respect to material,
equipment, and components subject to the
Agreement.

The proposed Agreement would obligate
the United States and China to work together
to enhance their efforts to familiarize commer-
cial entities in their respective countries about
the requirements of the Agreement as well as
national export controls and policies applicable
to exports and imports subject to the Agree-
ment. It would have a term of 30 years from
the date of its entry into force. Either party
may terminate the proposed Agreement on at
least 1 year’s written notice to the other party.

Since the 1980s, China has become a party
to several nonproliferation treaties and con-
ventions and worked to bring its domestic ex-
port control authorities in line with interna-
tional standards. China joined the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons in
1992 as a nuclear weapon state, brought into
force an Additional Protocol to its Internation-
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al Atomic Energy Agency safeguards agree-
ment in 2002, and joined the Nuclear Suppli-
ers Group in 2004. China is a party to the Con-
vention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear
Material, which establishes international stan-
dards of physical protection for use, storage,
and transport of nuclear material, and has rati-
fied the 2005 Amendment to the Convention.
A more detailed discussion of China’s civil nu-
clear program and its nuclear nonproliferation
policies and practices, including its nuclear ex-
port policies and practices, is provided in the
NPAS and in two classified annexes to the
NPAS submitted to you separately. As noted
above, the Director of National Intelligence
will provide an addendum to the NPAS con-
taining a comprehensive analysis of the export
control system of China with respect to nucle-
ar-related matters.

I have considered the views and recommen-
dations of the interested departments and
agencies in reviewing the proposed Agreement
and have determined that its performance will
promote, and will not constitute an unreason-
able risk to, the common defense and security.
Accordingly, T have approved the proposed
Agreement and authorized its execution and
urge that the Congress give it favorable consid-
eration.

This transmission shall constitute a submit-
tal for purposes of both sections 123 b. and 123
d. of the Act. My Administration is prepared to
begin immediately the consultations with the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the
House Foreign Affairs Committee as provided
in section 123 b. Upon completion of the 30
days of continuous session review provided for
in section 123 b., the 60 days of continuous ses-
sion review provided for in section 123 d. shall
commence.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
April 21, 2015.



Administration of Barack Obama, 2015 / Apr. 22

Remarks at Everglades National Park in Homestead, Florida

April 22, 2015

Hello, everybody! Please have a seat. It’s
good to be back in Florida. [Laughter] So I
can’t think of a better way to spend Earth Day
than in one of our Nation’s greatest natural
treasures, the Everglades. And anybody who
comes here to visit—and I advise everybody
who’s watching who hasn’t been down here to
come on down—you can see what makes this
unique landscape so magical, what the poet
Emma Lazarus called “the savage splendor of
the swamp.” Although, I was informed, it’s not
technically a swamp. [Laughter]

I want to thank our outstanding Secretary of
the Interior, Sally Jewell, who’s here. Her en-
tire team at the Interior Department and the
National Park Service Director Jonathan Jarvis
for helping to protect places like this. The Ev-
erglades National Park Superintendent Pedro
Ramos is doing outstanding work. I want to
thank Congressmens Murphy and Carvalho
who are here doing outstanding work, as well
as Debbie Wasserman Schultz. Youll be
pleased to know that they are all in when it
comes to protecting the Everglades, and we’re
very proud of the good work that they’re going.
We even have the Science Guy, Bill Nye, here.
There’s Bill.

Now, they're all here—we’re all here—be-
cause this 1.5 million acres is unlike any place
on Earth. It’s no wonder that over a million
people visited last year alone. The sawgrass
prairies and mangrove forests are home to an
incredible diversity of wildlife: bald eagles,
herons, hundreds of plant species, from pine
trees to wild orchids. Believe it or not, South
Florida is the only place in the world where
you can find both alligators and crocodiles in
the same habitat. I'm told this is a good thing.
[Laughter]

In the words of Marjory Stoneman Douglas,
who helped preserve this land, “There are no
other Everglades in the world.” But part of the
reason we're here is because climate change is
threatening this treasure and the communities
that depend on it, which includes almost all of

South Florida. And if we don’t act, there may
not be an Everglades as we know it.

Two thousand fourteen was the planet’s
warmest year on record. Fourteen of the 15 hot-
test years on record have all fallen in the first 15
years of this century. Yes, this winter was cold in
parts of our country, including Washington.
Some people in Washington—[laughter]—
helpfully used a snowball to illustrate that fact.
But around the world, in the aggregate, it was
the warmest winter ever recorded.

This is not a problem for another genera-
tion. Not anymore. This is a problem now. It
has serious implications for the way we live
right now: stronger storms, deeper droughts,
longer wildfire seasons. The world’s top cli-
mate scientists are warning that a changing cli-
mate already affects the air that our children
are breathing. The Surgeon General and I re-
cently met with doctors and nurses and parents
who see patients and kids grappling with the
health impacts. The Pentagon says that climate
change poses an increasing set of risks to our
national security.

And here in the Everglades, you can see the
effect of a changing climate. As sea levels rise,
salty water from ocean flows inward. And this
harms freshwater wildlife, which endangers a
fragile ecosystem. The saltwater flows into
aquifers, which threatens the drinking water of
more than 7 million Floridians. South Florida,
you're getting your drinking water from this ar-
ea, and it depends on this. And in terms of eco-
nomic impact, all of this poses risks to Florida’s
$82 billion tourism industry on which so many
good jobs and livelihoods depend.

So climate change can no longer be denied.
It can’t be edited out. It can’t be omitted—
[laughter]—from the conversation. And action
can no longer be delayed. And that’s why T've
committed the United States to lead the world
in combating this threat.

The steps that we've taken over the last sev-
eral years are already making a difference.
We're using more clean energy than ever be-
fore. America is number one in wind power,
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