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derprivileged youth to excel both as students
and as athletes. From helping his hometown
Boys and Girls Club in Bakersfield, California,
renovate a gym and a playground to supporting
programming which prevents bullying and vio-
lence in his former high school, Kevin—like so
many others across NASCAR—is working to
make a difference.

So, Kevin, congratulations to you again for
an outstanding season. The whole team at
Stewart-Haas Racing, keep up the great work.

NASCAR, looking forward to seeing more ex-
citement on the track.

Thank you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:53 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Greg Zipadelli, crew
chief, and Tony Stewart, co-owner, Stewart-
Haas Racing; and Brian France, chairman and
chief executive officer, and Mike Helton, vice
chairman, National Association for Stock Car
Auto Racing (NASCAR), Inc.

Remarks on Congressional Passage of the Medicare Access and CHIP
Reauthorization Act of 2015
April 21, 2015

Hello, everybody. What a spectacular day!
The Rose Garden is especially beautiful this
time of year, and I thought what better place to
have Members of Congress and members of
the Cabinet and some outstanding advocacy
groups come to celebrate something else that
is gorgeous, and that is a bipartisan piece of
legislation.

The main reason I’m here is to say thank
you. I want to thank everybody who’s here who
helped to pass the Medicare Access and CHIP
Reauthorization Act, otherwise known as the
permanent doc fix. [Laughter] This law finally
solves a serious problem. As all of you know, al-
most every year for the past 13 years, doctors
who care for Medicare patients faced the pos-
sibility of an arbitrary cut in their pay. In 2010
alone, it happened five times, and Congress re-
peatedly scrambled to stop it from happening
and patch it over. I remember being involved
in a few of those patches myself. All of us said
again and again, let’s just try to fix this once
and for all.

And this time, we finally did. No more tem-
porary patches. I am really excited about it. I
actually signed the bill into law last week just to
make sure that America’s doctors didn’t get hit
by any deep cuts, even if it was just for a day.
And so I wanted to make sure we signed it,
without the fanfare. But I figured we could all
still enjoy each other’s company, because we

did not just settle for fixing an old formula, we
replaced it with a better one.

We’re moving away from the old model,
which incentivized more treatment over better
treatment, something that costs a lot more
money. From now on, we’re going to compen-
sate doctors based more on how well they help
their patients get healthy and stay healthy. And
that’s a smarter approach, and it’s going to get
better results for patients. And I’m confident
it’s also going to be more cost effective.

I shouldn’t say this with John Boehner here—
[laughter]—but that’s one way that this legislation
builds on the Affordable Care Act. [Laughter] But
let’s put that aside for a second. [Laughter]

This legislation also extends funding for the
Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home
Visiting Programs, which—[applause]. Yay!
Which helps connect tens of thousands of new
moms to nurses and social workers and critical
support that they need for the first months af-
ter a child’s birth. That means it’s a big victory
for working families and a big victory for our
children.

It extends funding for community health
centers, which is a vital resource for families
and communities nationwide. And finally, it
funds the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, which ensures millions of kids get the
care that they need to grow up healthy and
strong. And there’s nothing more important
than that.
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So, obviously, a lot of people were involved
in this process, but a couple of special thank
yous. First of all, this would not have happened
without the Speaker of the House, John Boeh-
ner, and we very much appreciate his leader-
ship on this. It would not have happened with-
out the Democratic Leader, Nancy Pelosi. It
wouldn’t have happened without Senators Or-
rin Hatch and Ron Wyden and Representa-
tives Fred Upton, Frank Pallone, Paul Ryan,
Sandy Levin. I see McCarthy there. He count-
ed votes. [Laughter] We’re grateful for that, as
well.

But most importantly, I just want to thank
everybody for showing that Republicans and
Democrats can come together and put aside
partisanship for something important, not just
on small things, not just on the must-dos, but
on things that actually make the country work
better. We did not, in this case, simply kick the
can down the road; we solved a problem, and
we made life better for a lot of people. And we
crossed one of Washington’s perennial cliffs off

the list for good. And we proved that’s possible.
And my hope is, is that that helps build a little
more momentum to get some other good stuff
done.

We’re—I’ve said this before: We’re not go-
ing to agree on everything. I mean, there are
some areas where—that’s why we have a party
system—there are strong disagreements. But
where we can find areas of agreement, where
we can focus on common sense and focus on
the people who sent us here, I think there’s
nothing the American people would rather see
than us be able to make this town work. And
this was a great start and a great example.

So I want to thank everybody. Appreciate it.
Enjoy this beautiful day. Thank you, every-
body.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to House Majority Leader
Kevin O. McCarthy. H.R. 2, approved April
16, was assigned Public Law No. 114–10.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Proposed Agreement for
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the Government of the People’s Republic of China Concerning Peaceful
Uses of Nuclear Energy
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To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
pursuant to subsections 123 b. and 123 d. of
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended
(42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the “Act”), the text of
a proposed Agreement for Cooperation Be-
tween the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the People’s
Republic of China Concerning Peaceful Uses
of Nuclear Energy (the “Agreement”). I am al-
so pleased to transmit my written approval, au-
thorization, and determination concerning the
Agreement, and an unclassified Nuclear Prolif-
eration Assessment Statement (NPAS) con-
cerning the Agreement. (In accordance with
section 123 of the Act, as amended by Title XII
of the Foreign Affairs Reform and Restructur-

ing Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–277), two
classified annexes to the NPAS, prepared by
the Secretary of State, in consultation with the
Director of National Intelligence, summarizing
relevant classified information, will be submit-
ted to the Congress separately.) The joint
memorandum submitted to me by the Secre-
taries of State and Energy and a letter from the
Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion stating the views of the Commission are
also enclosed. An addendum to the NPAS con-
taining a comprehensive analysis of China’s ex-
port control system with respect to nuclear-re-
lated matters, including interactions with other
countries of proliferation concern and the ac-
tual or suspected nuclear, dual-use, or missile-
related transfers to such countries, pursuant to
section 102A(w) of the National Security Act of
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