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Yom HaShoah is a day to reaffirm our re-
sponsibilities to ourselves and future genera-
tions. It is incumbent upon us to make real
those timeless words: “Never forget. Never
again.” Yet, even as we recognize that mankind
is capable of unspeakable acts of evil, we also
draw strength from the survivors, the libera-
tors, and the “righteous among nations” who
represented humanity at its best.

With their example to guide us, together
we must firmly and forcefully condemn the
anti-Semitism that is still far too common to-
day. Together, we must stand against bigotry
and hatred in all their forms. And together,
we can leave our children a world that is more
just, more free, and more secure for all hu-
mankind.

Statement on Senate Action on Trade Promotion Authority Legislation

April 16, 2015

I am pleased that Chairman Hatch, Senator
Wyden, and Chairman Ryan have introduced
bipartisan legislation to help us negotiate trade
agreements that are good for our economy, our
businesses, and most importantly, for our
workers.

My top priority in any trade negotiation is
expanding opportunity for hard-working
Americans. It’s no secret that past trade deals
haven’t always lived up to their promise, and
that’s why I will only sign my name to an agree-
ment that helps ordinary Americans get ahead.
At the same time, at a moment when 95 per-
cent of our potential customers live outside our
borders, we must make sure that we—and not
countries like China—are writing the rules for
the global economy.

The bill put forward today would help us
write those rules in a way that avoids the mis-
takes from our past, seizes opportunities for
our future, and stays true to our values. It

would level the playing field, give our workers
a fair shot, and for the first time, include strong
fully enforceable protections for workers’
rights, the environment, and a free and open
Internet.

Our exports support more than 11 million
good American jobs, and we know that compa-
nies that export pay higher wages than those
that don’t. Today, we have the opportunity to
open even more new markets to goods and ser-
vices backed by three proud words: Made in
America. I look forward to working with Dem-
ocrats and Republicans in Congress to pass this
bill, seize this opportunity, and support more
good American jobs with the wages and bene-
fits hard-working families deserve.

I also welcome the introduction of Trade
Adjustment Assistance legislation that will
strengthen the current program to protect
American workers.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Matteo Renzi of

Italy
April 17, 2015

President Obama. Please have a seat. It is a
great pleasure to welcome my partner and
friend, Prime Minister Renzi, to the White
House. Benvenuto. 1 actually should say wel-
come back. Not many people know this, but
Matteo came to the White House several years
ago. He—Dback then, he was the young, dynam-
ic mayor of Florence. Today he’s the young,
dynamic Prime Minister of Italy. But even

470

then, I think people recognized that he
brought an energy and a sense of vision to
where he wanted to see his country go. And to-
day is an opportunity for me to return the in-
credible hospitality that Matteo and the Italian
people showed me last year in Rome, one of
the great cities of the world.

Italy, of course, is one of our closest and
strongest allies. And any time Italians and
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