AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

far as executive action goes, should Congress
continue to stall on this bill?

The President. Well, on the second part of
your answer, we’ve probably exhausted what I
can do through executive actions, because basi-
cally, what I can do is I can impact Federal
contractors, but it’s hard for me to go beyond
Federal contractors. My executive actions
don’t apply automatically to the private sector
who are not doing business with the Federal
Government.

But I think what we need to do is just build a
movement, build political pressure, educate
people. Make sure that women know and hus-
bands know that this is a family issue and an
economic issue. And the thing is, if you asked
anybody—I don’t care if they're Democrat,
Republican, Independent—if you ask them
what’s fair, they’d say, well, women should be
paid the same as men. But it becomes some-
how this political issue when this is not politi-
cal. I mean, there are some areas that are
tough where there really is differences of opin-
ion in this country about issues, when it comes
to issues like gun safety laws, for example. I
mean, there are real passions on both sides,
and sometimes, they’re not completely recon-
cilable. But on this one, I guarantee you, the
majority of Republicans, voters, they support
equal pay for equal work. But when it gets to
Congress, somehow, it becomes a political is-
sue. We've got to stop that.

In terms of your daughters, the—look,
you've got to remind your daughters that
things aren’t always perfectly fair, but people
who are determined can make them fairer.
America is not perfect, but it’s a lot better than
it was when my grandmother was trying to
come up in that bank and hit that glass ceiling.
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Today, she would have probably gotten—been
able to get a college education and would have
been more likely to run that bank than she was
30 years ago.

So the way things get better is by that next
generation taking ownership and being in-
spired and seeing their mom working a tough
shift and then going out there and still rabble-
rousing and—that’s what we want. We want all
these young people on the basketball team and
young ladies who are in attendance here, we
want them to feel like the world is wide open
to you. You can be—remake this thing.

Ultimately, at some point, you guys are go-
ing to be in charge. And so we want to not send
a message to them that somehow they’re limit-
ed. We want to tell them what I tell Malia and
Sasha, which is, there’s nothing you can’t do,
because they’re already smarter than me as
well as better looking. [Laughter] Which is
why I married Michelle, to improve my gene
pool. [Laughter]

Listen, this has been great. Thank you, ev-
erybody.

Ms. Stone. Thank you, Mr. President. Thank
you so much for joining us here.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:52 p.m. at
ImaginOn: The Joe & Joan Martin Center. In
his remarks, he referred to Dianna Jolly, super-
visor, Child Care Resources, Inc.; Lilly Led-
better, former employee, Goodyear Tire and
Rubber Co. plant in Gadsden, AL; former talk
show host Phil Donahue; former Gov. James
B. Hunt, Jr., of North Carolina; former Presi-
dent George W. Bush; and Warren E. Buffet,
chief executive officer and chairman, Berk-
shire Hathaway Inc. He also referred to his sis-
ter Maya Soetoro-Ng.

Remarks at the Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride Opening Ceremony

April 16, 2015

The President. Thank you. Good morning,
everybody. What a gorgeous day! T will just
point out, it is always beautiful at this particular
event. It is gorgeous every single day. And I
want to thank Vice President Biden and VA
Secretary Bob McDonald for being here.

This is the sixth time that we've welcomed
the Soldier Ride to the White House. This is
one of our favorite events every single year.
You all know the story. Over 10 years ago, a
young Long Island bartender, a civilian named
Chris Carney, dreamed up the idea of biking
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coast to coast to raise money and support for
our wounded warriors. And back then, he
probably would not have predicted how far the
Soldier Ride would go, how thousands of
Americans would join the cause, how a nation
would be inspired by all of you.

We've got a number of folks here who are
currently serving or have served in uniform.
We've got Army.

Audience members. Hooah!

The President. We've got Navy.

Audience members. Hooah!

The President. Air Force.

Audience members. Hooah!

The President. We've got Marines.

Audience members. Hooah!

The President. And we've got some Coast
Guard.

Audience member. Yeah! [Laughter]

The President. That’s it, man. [Laughter]

We've got some extraordinary military fami-
lies who support you every single mile. So we
are among heroes here today. All the riders, I
just had a chance to say hi to them, and they
look great. Don’t get too comfortable though.
You've got a lot of miles ahead. This is just a pit
stop so we can all cheer you on.

Just to give you a—some sense of who these
riders are, we've got heroes like Sergeant Wil-
liam Armstrong. Where’s William? There he is
in the back. William was 24 years old and serv-
ing in Afghanistan when a roadside bomb tore
the ligaments in his knee and broke the bones
in his leg. As a lifelong distance runner, he was
devastated that he might never run again. But
he didn’t give up. His caretakers at Walter
Reed got him a bike so he could get into shape.
After a lot of surgeries, months of physical
therapy, 2 weeks ago, William ran a marathon.

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert A. Mc-
Donald. Incredible.

The President. And 1 want to quote what
William said here. He said, “This Army put me
back together,” he says. But it was being “with
people with similar life experiences . . . that ex-
hilarated and motivated me.” Thank you, Wil-
liam, for your incredible service.
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We've got Specialist Teresa Ann Jackson.
Where’s Teresa? There she is right there. Two
years ago, while serving as a medic at Fort
Campbell, Teresa fell ill with a rare disease
that affected her arteries. Doctors had to am-
putate both her feet. She remembers the shock
and isolation she and her husband felt after-
wards. And it—again, I want to quote her. “I
wasn’t expecting to be in a wheelchair at 30,”
she says. And at first, her—at her first Wound-
ed Warrior event, she found a community of
people who welcomed her, who understood
what she was going through, who continue to
support her today through her recovery. And
today, Teresa wants to study to be a social
worker so that she can give back to others. Te-
resa, we thank you for—[applause].

And we've got Captain Vincent Cerchione.
Where’s Vincent? There he is right there. In
2003, Vincent led a dozen soldiers of the Third
Infantry Division into battle in Iraq, taking
rocket fire on a daily basis. He served two tours
there and then came home with the kind of
wound you can’t always see: posttraumatic
stress. But with courage and the support of his
wife, Vincent reached out for help, which is
what we want all of our warriors to do. He says
that when he found the Wounded Warrior
Project—and I'm quoting here—"It was the
first time since I returned that I'd ever talked
to anybody and felt like I wasn’t alone.” Vin-
cent, you are never alone. And because of your
service, we also know that we are never alone
and we're always safe. Thank you so much for
everything you've done.

So that’s what these riders represent here
today, that sense of community and support
and love for each other. And that’s what binds
everyone who serves proudly under our flag
and all the Americans who cheer you on. It’s
our chance to say to all our returning heroes
that you're not alone, that we've got your back,
we’re going to be with you every step of the
way. We will be with you all that long journey
that it often takes to recover every single mile.

You and all the men and women of our
Armed Forces represent what’s best in Ameri-
ca. And for me and Michelle and the girls, for




Joe Biden and Jill, and I know Bob and his
family, time with you has been some of the
most inspiring parts of our jobs. We could not
be prouder of you or more grateful to you and
your families for everything you've done to
protect our freedom.

And that’s why, as Commander in Chief, I'm
going to keep doing everything in my power to
make sure that we serve you as well as you
serve us. That means getting you the care and
benefits that you deserve and have earned, in-
cluding wounds like traumatic brain injury and
posttraumatic stress. It means making sure our
veterans have the education and the jobs and
opportunities that you have to have in order to
get your shot at the American Dream that you
helped to defend. It means recognizing and
supporting the incredible families and caregiv-
ers who sacrifice so much. They serve as well.
We've got to be there for those families.

So I want to encourage every American
along the route to get out and cheer for these
men and women. And I want all of our riders—
and all those that you're riding for, including
some who were left behind on the field of bat-
tle—we want all of you to know that we’re not
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just going to be with you for 3 days and these
60 miles. As a nation, as Americans grateful for
your sacrifices, we're going to be with you on
all the roads of your life ahead.

So God bless you and your families, all who
serve. God bless America. With that, I'm going
to do my favorite part, which is blow the horn.
[Laughter] Let’s get this ride started.

[At this point, the President was given an air

horn by a member of his staff.]

The President. Ya'll ready?

Audience members. America!

The President. Americal [Laughter] Okay.
On your marks! Get set!

[The President sounded the horn, and the ride

began. ]

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:24 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Amber Cerchione, wife
of Vincent Cerchione, an Army veteran who
suffered posttraumatic stress from a rocket at-
tack in Iraq in 2003; and Jill T. Biden, wife of
Vice President Joe Biden.

Remarks Honoring Working Families Champions of Change

April 16, 2015

The President. Hey! Hello, everybody.
Thank you so much. Thank you. Everybody,
have a seat, have a seat.

Well, welcome to the White House, every-
body. Picked a nice day to visit. [Laughter]
And I want to thank Satya not only for the in-
troduction, but also for the great work Micro-
soft is doing on behalf of working families. It is
critical that we recognize that government has
a role, but community, business, faith groups,
civil society—we all have a part to play in mak-
ing sure that everybody has got a fair shot in
this society.

I want to thank all of our guests, including
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, who is a
long-time believer in these issues, from the
great State of Texas.

Every so often, we bring together a group of
ordinary people from across America who are

making extraordinary contributions to their
communities. They're not doing it with a lot of
fanfare, but they are driven by a simple desire
to make things better, one step at a time, and I
suppose this is my bias, as somebody who
worked in communities for quite some time,
even before I went to law school: a strong be-
lief that change happens not from the top
down, but from the bottom up.

We say—we call these folks Champions of
Change. You help us raise our own ambitions
by showing us what is possible. You create
models and templates for success in expanding
opportunity or increasing equality or promot-
ing diversity and tolerance. And as a conse-
quence, we learn from your experiences, and
we draw inspiration from what you've
achieved. And days like this give us a chance to

say thank you.
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