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agenda in this hemisphere so often presumed
that the United States could meddle with im-
punity, those days are past.

But what it does mean—but we do have to
be very clear that when we speak out on behalf
of somebody who’s been imprisoned for no
other reason than because they spoke truth to
power, when we are helping an organization
that is trying to empower a minority group in-
side a country to get more access to resources,
we're not doing that because it serves our own
interests, we're doing it because we think it’s
the right thing to do. And that’s important.

And T hope that all the other countries at the
Summit of the Americas will join us in seeing
that it’s important. Because sometimes, as dif-
ficult as it is, it’s important for us to be able to

speak honestly and candidly about—on behalf
of people who are vulnerable and people who
are powerless, people who are voiceless. I
know, because there was a time in our own
country where there were groups that were
voiceless and powerless. And because of world
opinion, that helped to change those circum-
stances. We have a debt to pay, because the
voices of ordinary people have made us better.
That’s a debt that I want to make sure we repay
in this hemisphere and around the world.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:35 p.m. at the
Hotel E]l Panama Convention Center and Casino.

Remarks at the First Plenary Session of the Summit of the Americas in

Panama City, Panama
April 11, 2015

Let me begin by thanking President Varela
and the Panamanian Government for their
leadership in hosting this seventh Summit of
the Americas. Mr. President, to you and the
people of Panama City and all the people of
Panama, thank you for your extraordinary hos-
pitality and your outstanding arrangements.

I too want to express my thoughts and
prayers are with the people of Chile as they're
managing through a very difficult time. And I
look forward to seeing President Bachelet at a
future summit.

When I came to my first Summit of the
Americas 6 years ago, I promised to begin a
new chapter of engagement in this region. I
believed that our nations had to break free
from the old arguments and the old grievances
that had too often trapped us in the past, that
we had a shared responsibility to look to the fu-
ture and to think and act in fresh ways. I
pledged to build a new era of cooperation be-
tween our countries, as equal partners, based
on mutual interests and mutual respect. And I
said that this new approach would be sustained
throughout my Presidency; it has, including
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during this past year. I've met that commit-
ment.

We come together at a historic time. As has
already been noted, the changes that I an-
nounced to U.S. policy toward Cuba mark the
beginning of a new relationship between the
people of the United States and the people of
Cuba. It will mean, as we're already seeing,
more Americans traveling to Cuba, more cul-
tural exchanges, more commerce, more poten-
tial investment. And most of all, it will mean
more opportunity and resources for the Cuban
people. We hope to be able to help on human-
itarian projects, to provide more access to tele-
communications and the Internet and the free
flow of information.

We continue to make progress towards ful-
filling our shared commitments to formally re-
establish diplomatic relations, and I have called
on Congress to begin working to lift the em-
bargo that’s been in place for decades. The
point is, the United States will not be impris-
oned by the past. We're looking to the future
and to policies that improve the lives of the
Cuban people and advance the interests of co-
operation in the hemisphere.



Now, this shift in U.S. policy represents a
turning point for our entire region. The fact
that President Castro and I are both sitting
here today marks a historic occasion. This is
the first time in more than half a century that
all the nations of the Americas are meeting to
address our future together. I think it’s no se-
cret—President Castro, I'm sure, would
agree—that there will continue to be signifi-
cant differences between our two countries.
We will continue to speak out on behalf of uni-
versal values that we think are important. I'm
sure President Castro will continue to speak
out on the issues he thinks are important.

But I firmly believe that if we can continue
to move forward and seize this momentum in
pursuit of mutual interests, then better rela-
tions between the United States and Cuba will
create new opportunities for cooperation
across our region for the security and prosperi-
ty and health and dignity of all our people.

Now, alongside our shift toward Cuba, the
United States has deepened our engagement
in in America—in the Americas across the
board. Since I took office, we’ve boosted U.S.
exports and also U.S. imports from the rest of
the hemisphere by over 50 percent. And that
supports millions of jobs in all of our countries.
I've proposed $1 billion to help the peoples of
Central America strengthen governance and
improve security and help to spark more eco-
nomic growth and, most importantly, provide
new pathways for young people who too often
see their only prospects in an underground
economy that too often leads to violence.

We're partnering with countries across the
region to develop clean, more affordable and
reliable energy that helps nations to combat
the urgent threat of climate change, as Presi-
dent Rousseff already noted. Our 100,000
Strong in the Americas initiative is working to
bring 100,000 students from Latin America to
the United States and 100,000 students from
the United States to Latin America. The new
initiatives that I announced in Jamaica will
help empower a new generation of young peo-
ple across the Americas with the skills and job
training that they need to compete in the glob-
al economy.
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And during the course of my meetings with
CARICOM, as well as my meetings with SICA,
as well as the discussions that I've had with
many of you bilaterally, there have been addi-
tional ideas that we’re very interested in: find-
ing ways in which we can expand access to the
Internet and broadband; how we can structure
private-public partnerships to rebuild infra-
structure across the region; and to expand our
commercial ties in a broad-based and inclusive
way. Because I am firmly of the belief that we
will only succeed if everybody benefits from
the economic growth, not just a few at the top.

At home, T've taken executive actions to fix
as much of our broken immigration system as I
can, which includes trying to help people come
out of the shadows so that they can live and
work in a country that they called home. And
that includes hundreds of thousands of young
people we call DREAMers, who have already
received temporary relief. And I'm remaining
committed to working with our Congress on
comprehensive immigration reform.

So the bottom line is this: The United States
is focused on the future. We're not caught up
in ideology—at least I'm not. I'm interested in
progress, and I'm interested in results. I'm not
interested in theoretic arguments; I'm interest-
ed in actually delivering for people. We are
more deeply engaged across the region than
we have been in decades. And those of you
have interacted with me know that if you bring
an issue to my attention, I will do my best to try
to address it. I will not always be able to fix it
right away, but I will do my best.

I believe the relationship between the Unit-
ed States and the Americas is as good as it has
ever been. And I'm here today to work with
you to build on this progress. Now, let me just
mention a few areas in which I think we can
make more progress.

First, we've—we will continue to uphold the
Inter-American Democratic Charter, which
states that “the peoples of the Americas have a
right to democracy.” T believe our govern-
ments, together, have an obligation to uphold
the universal freedoms and rights of all our cit-
izens. I want to again commend President Va-
rela and Panama for making civil society
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groups from across the region formal partners
in this summit for the first time. I believe the
voices of our citizens must be heard. And I be-
lieve, going forward, civil society should be a
permanent part of these summits.

Second, we have to focus on reigniting eco-
nomic growth that can fuel progress further in
those communities that have not been
reached. And that means making the Americas
more competitive. We still have work to do to
harmonize regulations, encourage good gover-
nance and transparency that attracts invest-
ment, invest in infrastructure, address some of
the challenges that we have with respect to en-
ergy. The costs of energy in many communi-
ties—or in many countries, particularly in Cen-
tral American and the Caribbean, are so high
that it presents a great challenge to economic
development, and we think that we can help,
particularly around clean energy issues.

We have to confront the injustice of eco-
nomic inequality and poverty. And I think that
collectively, we are starting to identify what
programs work and which programs do not
work. And we should put more money in those
things that do work and stop doing those things
that don’t. We don’t have money to waste, be-
cause there are too many young people out
there with enormous need. I think President
Varela is right to focus particularly on educa-
tion and skills building. And this is an agenda
which we should all tackle collectively.

Third, we have to keep investing in the clean
energy that creates jobs and combats climate
change. The United States is today leading this
global effort, along with many of you. And I
should point out that America’s carbon pollu-
tion is near its lowest level in almost two de-
cades. Across the Americas, I think, we have
the opportunity to expand our clean energy
partnerships and increase our investments in
renewables.

And finally, we have to stand firm for the se-
curity of our citizens. We must continue to join
with our partners across the region, especially
in Central America, but also in the Caribbean,
to promote an approach, a holistic approach
that applies rule of law, respects human rights,
but also tackles the narcotraffickers that devas-
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tate so many communities. This is a shared re-
sponsibility. And I've said before that the Unit-
ed States has a responsibility to reduce the de-
mand for drugs and to reduce the flow of
weapons south, even as we partner with you to
go after the networks that can cause so much
violence.

So a new relationship with Cuba; more trade
and economic partnerships that reduce poverty
and create opportunity, particularly focusing
on education; increased people-to-people ex-
changes; more investment in our young peo-
ple; clean energy that combats climate change;
security cooperation to protect our citizens and
our communities—that’s the new chapter of
engagement that the United States is pursuing
across the Americas.

I want to make one last comment addressing
the—some of the points that President Correa
raised and I'm sure will be raised by a few oth-
ers during this discussion. I always enjoy the
history lessons that I receive when I'm here.
I'm a student of history, so I tend to actually be
familiar with many of these episodes that have
been mentioned. I am the first one to acknowl-
edge that America’s application of concern
around human rights has not always been con-
sistent. And I'm certainly mindful that there
are dark chapters in our own history in which
we have not observed the principles and ideals
upon which the country was founded.

Just a few weeks ago, I was in Selma, Ala-
bama, celebrating the 50th anniversary of a
march across a bridge that resulted in horrific
violence. And the reason I was there, and the
reason it was a celebration, is because it was a
triumph of human spirit in which ordinary peo-
ple, without resort to violence, were able to
overcome systematic segregation. Their voices
were heard, and our country changed.

America never makes a claim about being
perfect. We do make a claim about being open
to change. And so I would just say that we can,
I suppose, spend a lot of time talking about
past grievances, and I suppose that it’s possible
to use the United States as a handy excuse ev-
ery so often for political problems that may be
occurring domestically. But that’s not going to
bring progress. That's not going to solve the



problems of children who can’t read or don’t
have enough to eat. It’s not going to make our
countries more productive or more competi-
tive in a global economy.

So I just want to make very clear that when
we speak out on something like human rights,
it’s not because we think we are perfect, but it
is because we think the ideal of not jailing peo-
ple if they disagree with you is the right ideal.

Perhaps President Correa has more confi-
dence than I do in distinguishing between bad
press and good press. There are a whole bunch
of press that I think is bad, mainly because it
criticizes me, but they continue to speak out in
the United States because I don’t have confi-
dence in a system in which one person is mak-
ing that determination. I think that if we be-
lieve in democracy it means that everybody has
the chance to speak out and offer their opin-
ions and stand up for what they believe is right
and express their conscience and pray as they
would and organize and assemble as they be-
lieve is appropriate, as long as they’re not oper-
ating violently.

So we will continue to speak out on those is-
sues, not because were interested in med-
dling, but because we know from our own his-
tory. It’s precisely because we're imperfect
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that we believe it’s appropriate for us to stand
up. When Dr. King was in jail, people outside
the United States spoke up on his behalf. And I
would be betraying our history if I did not do
the same.

The cold war has been over for a long time.
And I'm not interested in having battles that,
frankly, started before I was born. What I am in-
terested in is solving problems, working with you.
That’s what the United States is interested in do-
ing. That’s why we’ve invested so much in our bi-
lateral relationships, and that's why I will contin-
ue to invest in creating the kind of spirit of equal
partnership and mutual interest and mutual re-
spect upon which I believe progress can advance.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
10:30 a.m. at the ATLAPA Convention Center.
In his remarks, he referred to President Juan
Carlos Varela of Panama; President Michelle
Bachelet Jeria of Chile; President Ratl Castro
Ruz of Cuba; President Dilma Rousseff of Bra-
zil; and President Rafael Correa Delgado of
Ecuador. He also referred to the Caribbean
Community and Common Market (CARI-
COM); and the Central American Integration
System (SICA).

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Juan Manuel Santos Calderon of

Colombia in Panama City
April 11, 2015

President Obama. 1t is a great pleasure to
once again see my good friend, President San-
tos, and his delegation. We've had two occa-
sions now to visit Colombia, and I so appreciat-
ed the hospitality as well as the people there.
And more importantly, the cooperation be-
tween our countries, the friendship between
our countries has been producing significant
results, not just for the United States and Co-
lombia through things like our trade agree-
ment, but also regionally, through the joint
participation in a number of issues and chal-
lenges that we face.

I want to congratulate President Santos on
his extraordinary efforts to bring about an end

to a conflict that has plagued Colombia for too
long. The United States is very proud to sup-
port that effort. I've deployed an Envoy, Ber-
nie Aronson, with deep experience in the re-
gion, to be supportive of President Santos’s ef-
forts.

As you've heard I think from many in the
plenary, this is an issue that many people care
deeply about. It entails some risks. It’s hard.
But President Santos, I believe, is doing the
right thing. And we want to be as helpful as we
can in that process.

I also want to congratulate Colombia on
what it’s been able to achieve economically, as
well as with respect to security. The United
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