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when it comes to climate change that this is go-
ing to be too costly to address. Well, the fact of
the matter is, we know that the costs of clean
energy have rapidly come down and are in-
creasingly competitive; that when—in histori-
cally, we have dealt with problems like smog or
acid rain or the ozone, it’s turned out that
things are cheaper to fix than we anticipated,
and——

[At this point, a cell phone rang.]

The President. Whoa! Who's calling there,
Ms. Miller?

Moms Clean Air Force volunteer Eneshal
Miller. My husband.

The President. Uh-oh. Tell your husband
I'm in the middle of a press conference.
[Laughter] I'm teasing.

So the—what has turned out typically is, is
that the costs have been lower than anticipat-
ed. The benefits have been extraordinary.
Hard to put a price on in some cases, and in
some cases, we can be very clear about how
much it costs. And when it comes to public
health issues, when we’re doing effective work
on prevention, and we are preventing tens of
thousands or hundreds of thousands of asthma

incidents, or we are preventing thousands of
deaths as a consequence of asthma, that is
something that we know is not only prevent-
able when it comes to the individual, but it’s
something where we could be saving money as
a society as a whole.

And so I want everybody to start recognizing
the costs of inaction and recognize that the
costs of inaction are even higher than the costs
of action. In the same way that there are costs
associated when you have severe drought or
significant wildfires or the kinds of storm surg-
es that we saw in Hurricane Sandy, well, there
are public health costs as well. And we're ulti-
mately going to be better off being proactive,
getting out in front of this thing, as opposed to
reactive where we pay a whole lot more in pain
and suffering as well as in terms of trying to
deal with the back end of the problem. All
right?

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:31 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Charlotte Wallace, pe-
diatric nurse and sustainability coordinator,
Anne Arundel Medical Center; and Tyra
Bryant-Stephens, founder, Community Asth-
ma Prevention Program of Philadelphia.

Statement on the 21st Anniversary of the Genocide in Rwanda

April 7, 2015

Twenty-one years ago today, a genocide be-
gan that would claim the lives of more than
800,000 Rwandan men, women, and children
and mark the beginning of 100 days of horror
for Rwanda’s people. Today is a day to com-
memorate those who lost their lives, to honor
the courage of those who risked their lives to
save others, and to grieve with the Rwandan
people. It is also a day to reaffirm what our
common humanity demands: that we stand to-
gether to prevent mass atrocities and continue
to do all we can to make good on the pledge of
“never again.” We also renew our commitment
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to help finish the task of bringing to justice
those who inflicted such tragedy upon such a
beautiful land.

While we remain haunted by the genocide,
we also draw hope and inspiration from the
people of Rwanda, who are building a brighter
future. We commend their determination to
continue to make important progress toward
healing old wounds and lifting people out of
poverty. The United States will continue to
work tirelessly in partnership with Rwanda and
with other nations to help prevent such atroci-
ties and advance dignity and peace for all.
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Statement on Representative Lois Capps’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection

April 8, 2015

Lois Capps and her family have served the
people of California’s Central Coast for almost
four decades. For 20 years, she was a nurse and
public health advocate while her husband Wal-
ter served in Congress. When Walter tragically
passed away, Lois ran for his seat in Congress,
and for the past 17 years, she has continued his
legacy of service while leaving a lasting legacy
of her own. She has led efforts to increase ac-

cess to health care, improve mental health ser-
vices, detect and prevent domestic violence,
protect our environment, and improve educa-
tion, all while consistently being voted the
“nicest Member of Congress.” Her experience,
optimism, and tenacity will be missed, but I
look forward to working with Congresswoman
Capps over the next 2 years, and Michelle and
I wish her all the best in her future endeavors.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency

With Respect to Somalia
April 8, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13536 of
April 12, 2010, with respect to Somalia is to
continue in effect beyond April 12, 2015.

On January 17, 2013, the United States Gov-
ernment announced its recognition of the Gov-
ernment of Somalia. On February 24, 2015, 1
nominated the first U.S. Ambassador to Soma-

lia in over two decades. Although these devel-
opments demonstrate progress with respect to
Somalia’s stabilization, they do not remove the
importance of U.S. sanctions, especially against
persons undermining the stability of Somalia.
For this reason, 1 have determined that it is
necessary to continue the national emergency
with respect to Somalia and to maintain in
force the sanctions to respond to this threat.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The letter referred to U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Somalia Katherine Simonds Dhanani.
The notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Portia L. Simpson-Miller
of Jamaica and an Exchange With Reporters in Kingston, Jamaica

April 9, 2015

[Prime Minister Simpson-Miller’s remarks were
joined in progress.]

Prime Minister Simpson-Miller. both
local and overseas. Thank you for being with us

today to witness this memorable chapter in Ja-
maica-U.S. relations.

The historic meeting held today with the
Honorable Barack Obama, President of the
United States of America, sends a positive
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signal of the strong bilateral relationship that
exists between Jamaica and the United States
of America. These relations are anchored in
our strong democratic traditions and the his-
torical and cultural bonds that unite our peo-
ples.

The importance of—to Jamaica of our rela-
tions with the United States of America must
be clearly understood. The U.S.A. is Jamaica’s
leading trading partner, main tourism market,
and a chief source of foreign direct investment.
The U.S.A. is home to the largest Jamaican di-
aspora. The main aim of our dialogue, there-
fore, was to further strengthen a partnership
that existed long before the formal establish-
ment of diplomatic relations in 1962.

During our bilateral meeting, I renewed the
high levels of regard which Jamaica has for the
United States of America. I also expressed to
President Obama and the Government of the
United States, on behalf of the Government
and people of Jamaica, our gratitude for the
high levels of support provided by the United
States to ]amaica over the years.

Central to our discussions were the ele-
ments of Jamaica’s performance under the cur-
rent extended fund facility with the IMF and
the positive outlook for the future. As Jamaica
builds on the gains made so far under the pro-
gram with the Fund, we recognize that we re-
new our commitment to the economic reform
program going forward.

We also discussed strengthening our coop-
eration in the areas of security and human re-
source development. We explored additional
ways of improving our trade and economic re-
lations, including through capacity building for
our private sector as well as in the areas of en-
ergy security and renewable energy.

One of the outcomes of the President’s visit
is the signing by our respective Ministers of
Energy of a statement of intent between Ja-
maica and the United States of America to pur-
sue the development and deployment of ener-
gy-related technologies. And I want to thank
you, Mr. President, so much and your Govern-
ment.

Through this statement of intent we aim to
encourage increased bilateral trade, boost the
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development of emerging technologies and in-
dustries, and pave the way for future innova-
tion in energy-related fields.

Other areas of our deliberations centered on
regional and hemispheric developments, in-
cluding relations with our closest neighbor,
Cuba, and our expectations for the Summit of
the Americas. And here again, I want to thank
the President of the United States for action
taken in terms of Cuba and to say to the Presi-
dent we're very happy and to say to you, Mr.
President, you are on the right side of history.

The President and I and our teams also used
the opportunity to have brief exchanges on
multilateral development issues. And he has
some serious concern, as well as Jamaica, in
terms of climate change and financing for de-
velopment and post-"15 development agenda.

I want to once again thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, for visiting with us. And I just want to say
to you, you might not know, but you're very
loved in this country, Jamaica. And I just want
to indicate to you that last night, while I was
getting back home, the streets—people had
lined the streets on the route they thought that
you would be driving last night. [Laughter] So
I had to give all the waves for you and threw
the kisses—[laughter]—to all the people that
were out at that time, just waiting to get a
glimpse of your vehicle. So I just want to say
you're well loved in Jamaica.

Well, first of all, T can say to you publicly, I
love you, and ask for you to pass on my best
wishes to your beautiful wife. And I'm sorry
she was not able to make the—this visit with
you—but to thank you so much. And you
might not understand how important this is for
us as a country and, certainly, will be important
for our CARICOM region. And I thank you
very much.

President Obama. Good. Well, thank you so
much.

Let me just, first of all, say it is an extraordi-
nary pleasure to be in beautiful Jamaica. There
is a long history between our two peoples. It is
not just a deep friendship between states, but
it is also a family bond that exists, as represent-
ed by the many Americans who come here to
visit and enjoy Jamaican hospitality, but also



the extraordinary Jamaican American commu-
nity that has done so much to contribute to the
growth and development of our country.

And T want to thank Prime Minister Portia
Simpson-Miller for her hospitality and her
team. I know it’s always a lot of work when I
come to visit someplace, and I think that every-
body has treated us with wonderful hospitality.
And we very, very much appreciate that.

I assure you that Michelle wishes she was on
this trip—l[laughter]—although, she would in-
sist that I stay longer than one day. [Laughter]
And so we'll have to return with the girls some-
time in the future. [Applause] She would also
applaud for that. [Laughter]

As Madam Prime Minister indicated, we
had a lot to talk about. First and foremost, we
discussed how much we support the ongoing
reform efforts in Jamaica to deal with its public
debt while still making investments in youth
and the people of Jamaica, which ultimately
will determine long-term growth, to strength-
en good governance and rule of law.

And T want to thank Prime Minister Simp-
son-Miller for the hospitality when the CARI-
COM leaders come today. Many of the issues
that Jamaica deals with are issues that exist
across the Caribbean. And so what we want to
do is find out how we can be an even more
constructive partner in addressing some of
these issues.

One area that we've spent a lot of time fo-
cusing on and will discuss further with the oth-
er CARICOM leaders is the area of energy,
where oftentimes, people of the Caribbean,
despite having less resources, are paying signif-
icantly higher prices for energy. And if we can
lower those costs through the development of
clean energy and increased energy efficiency,
we could unleash, I think, a whole host of addi-
tional investment and growth. And I think
there are going to be a whole host of areas
where the United States can be helpful.

We also addressed the issue of climate
change, which obviously many island nations
are most concerned about. And we have an im-
portant conference in Paris later this year. We
began to discuss how we can cooperate further
to deal with this issue that will affect genera-
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tions of Jamaicans and Americans for years to
come.

We spent time talking about trade and how
we can expand trade in the region and interna-
tionally. And we spent a lot of time talking
about young people, because one of the best
ways to ensure growth and prosperity is by em-
powering more of our citizens. Today’s town
hall meeting that I'll be having with young peo-
ple from the region, we're going to be discuss-
ing how we can support entrepreneurship,
more student exchanges, more effective job
training, and at the same time, how we can
support human rights, equality, and the dignity
of all people.

And finally, we spent some time talking
about security cooperation. Jamaica, historical-
ly, has had a very capable security effort, but
strains are being placed on Jamaica, just like is
true across the Caribbean, as the transnational
drug trade continues to make moves to try to
expand its reach or where it feels displaced
from other areas. And so strengthening our co-
operation, making sure that training, equip-
ment, coordination, intelligence—that we are
in sync, I think, is going to be very important.
And I look forward to our efforts there as well.

So, in summary, it's been an excellent dis-
cussion. And I want to thank the people of Ja-
maica for their outstanding hospitality. T will
say that the quick trip that T made last night to
Bob Marley’s house was one of the more fun
meetings that I've had since I've been Presi-
dent, as a big fan since I was in high school,
and is indicative of the incredible spirit of the
Jamaican people.

So thank you very much, Madam Prime
Minister. And with that, I know we're going to
take a question from each delegation.

Prime Minister Simpson-Miller. Yes, yes.
Can we—Mr. Earl Maxom [RJR Communica-
tions Group]. Yes.

Q. Thank you very much, Prime Minister.
Earl Maxom of the RJR Communications
Group. [Inaudible]—Prime Minister, did you
explore with President Obama some of the
measures that might be pursued to ensure that
Jamaica does not suffer any negative conse-
quences from that which it has long advocated:
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the easing and ultimate lifting of the American
embargo on Cuba? And. furthermore, are
there going to be any specific new measures in
stemming the flow of American guns into Ja-
maica, which has negative consequences?

Prime Minister Simpson-Miller. Well, we—
as the President indicated, we discussed na-
tional security, and all of those things—that
would be included in the discussion in terms of
our national security. Both the U.S. and Jamai-
ca, we're very concerned. The United States of
America would not want for illegal guns to be
entering our airports, our seaports, or by any
other means. And in the same way, Jamaica
would not want to have guns coming into our
country—illegal guns coming into our country.
And we’ve always been united against guns, il-
legal weapons entering our country and com-
ing from any other country. So there’s no need
for us to worry about that, only to continue our
serious monitoring of our borders, our airports,
and our seaports.

But I was very satisfied with the discussion
that I had in that area with the President.

President Obama. Okay. Julie Davis [New
York Times].

U.S. Department of State’s List of State Spon-
sors of Terrorism/Cuba/Iran

Q. Thank you. Mr. President, is it your view
that it’s time for Cuba to be removed from the
list of State Sponsors of Terrorism? Have you
gotten that recommendation from the State
Department, and are you planning to act on it
while you're in the region? And beyond that, if
I might, how confident are you that you’re go-
ing to be able to push forward with this open-
ing with Cuba at the same time that you're try-
ing to make the case for the nuclear deal with
Iran?

President Obama. As you know, there’s a
process involved in reviewing whether or not a
country should be on the State Sponsor of Ter-
rorism list. That review has been completed at
the State Department. It is now forwarded to
the White House. Our interagency team will
go through the entire thing and then present it
to me with a recommendation. That hasn’t

happened yet.
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The one thing T will say is that throughout
this process, our emphasis has been on the
facts. So we want to make sure that given that
this is a powerful tool to isolate those countries
that genuinely do support terrorism, that when
we make those designations we've got strong
evidence that, in fact, that’s the case. And as
circumstances change, then, that list will
change as well. So I won’t make a formal an-
nouncement today about what those recom-
mendations are. I'll wait until I've received
them.

In terms of the overall process of establish-
ing diplomatic relations with Cuba, I think that
they are proceeding as I expected. I never
foresaw that immediately overnight, everything
would transform itself, that suddenly Cuba be-
came a partner diplomatically with us the way
Jamaica is, for example. That's going to take
some time.

I do think that we’ll be in a position to move
forward on the opening of Embassies in re-
spective countries. There are details and nego-
tiations around that. Cuba has moved forward
in the negotiations that they've had with our
State Department, consistent with what we an-
nounced back in December.

And so my expectation is, is that during the
course of this year and into next year, you'll see
a series of steps and measures that are taken to
build trust and to establish genuine dialogue.
There will still be significant differences given
their system of government, given their posi-
tions on some of the issues in the region. But
we're confident that this process of engage-
ment will ultimately lead to not just improved
diplomatic relations between the United States
and Cuba, but will also end up being beneficial
for the Cuban people and give them the kinds
of opportunities that they might not have in the
past.

I—there was an interesting poll that was re-
leased just over the last several days showing
overwhelming support within Cuba for this
process. I think there is a great interest among
ordinary Cubans to be able to put one era be-
hind them and to be able to move forward and
have the kinds of relationships with the United
States and the rest of the world that is reflec-



tive of the fact that we have an integrated,
21st-century global economy and that they
have to be a part of it.

I don’t think that will have an impact on
Iran. I think people recognize those are two
separate issues. The issue with respect to Iran
is very focused on a particular problem, and
that is making sure that Iran doesn’t possess
nuclear weapons and that the Middle East
doesn’t embark on a nuclear arms race. That’s
in everybody’s interest. As I said before, I am
confident that the framework that was estab-
lished, thanks to the hard work of our negotiat-
ing team and serious concessions on the part of
the Iranians, and the unity of the P5-plus-1 and
the world community behind sanctions, all give
us now the possibility of achieving our goal
without potential military conflict.

But as I've said from the start, this is not
done until it’s done. And the next two to three
months in negotiations are going to be abso-
lutely critical for making sure that we are me-
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morializing an agreement that gives us confi-
dence and gives the world confidence that
Iran, in fact, is not pursuing a nuclear weapon.
If that is the case, then Iran, I think, will bene-
fit from its economy being open to the global
economy.

And ultimately, what we want to see is pros-
perity for the Iranian people, but we also want
to make sure that our allies in the region have
confidence that they’re not going to be threat-
ened by the looming cloud of a nuclear Iran.
And we're going to make sure that that hap-
pens, hopefully, through diplomatic means.

All right? Thank you so much, everybody.

Prime Minister Simpson-Miller. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
10:50 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at Jamaica
House. In her remarks, Prime Minister Simp-
son-Miller referred to Minister of Science,
Technology, Energy, and Mining Phillip Paul-
well of Jamaica.

Remarks During a Meeting With Leaders of the Caribbean Community and

Common Market in Mona, Jamaica
April 9, 2015

Well, thank you very much. Let me begin,
once again, by thanking Prime Minister Portia
Simpson-Miller for—and the people of Jamai-
ca for their wonderful hospitality, as well as the
University. I want to thank the Chair of CARI-
COM, Prime Minister Christie of the Baha-
mas, and all the leaders and their teams that
are here today.

As has already been mentioned, the bonds
between us are extraordinarily strong. The Ca-
ribbean is a place of extraordinary beauty, peo-
ple of enormous spirit, unique talents, a won-
derful culture. We are bound by friendship
and shared values and by family. And we have
a great stake in each other’s success.

We last met as a group at the Summit of the
Americas in Cartagena. We work together ev-
ery Summit of the Americas, as we will again in
Panama. And I wanted to meet today so that
we could take some time to focus on the

unique opportunities and challenges that this
region faces.

We're going to have a chance to talk about
the issues that have already been mentioned:
making sure that we deepen our cooperation in
economic growth and how we can further inte-
grate the region; making sure that our govern-
ments are open and transparent, and uphold-
ing human rights for all citizens; combating
transnational crime through our Caribbean Ba-
sin Security Initiative. And a particular focus
today is going to be one of the greatest barriers
to development in the Caribbean, and that is
expensive, often unreliable, and carbon-inten-
sive energy.

This region has some of the highest energy
costs in the world. Caribbean countries are
particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate
change, and we have to act now. This is an ex-
ample of—large countries and small countries
have to work together, because without
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