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nya in July. Even at this difficult hour, the
Kenyan people should know they have an
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unwavering friend and ally in the United
States of America.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Proposed Wilderness and Wild and
Scenic Rivers Designations for the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

April 3, 2015
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to section 304(g)(1) of the Alaska
National Interest Lands Conservation Act
(ANILCA), Public Law 96-487, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (Service) has revised the
Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) and
completed an environmental impact statement
(EIS) for the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
The revised CCP will guide the Service’s man-
agement of the refuge for the next 15 years.

Based on the best available science and ex-
tensive public comment, the Service’s pre-
ferred alternative recommends 12.28 million
acres—including the Coastal Plain—for desig-
nation as wilderness. The Service also recom-
mends four rivers—the Atigun, Hulahula,
Kongakut, and Marsh Fork Canning—for in-
clusion into the National Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers System.

The Service’s revised CCP and final EIS ad-
dress a variety of needs, including preserving
subsistence uses of local inhabitants, protect-
ing fish and wildlife populations and their hab-
itats, and ensuring opportunities for fish- and
wildlife-dependent recreation and other public
uses. The revised CCP also strengthens wild-
life and habitat monitoring as well as the moni-

The President’'s Weekly Address
April 4, 2015

This week, together with our allies and part-
ners, we reached a historic understanding with
Iran, which, if fully implemented, will prevent
it from obtaining a nuclear weapon and make
our country, our allies, and our world safer.

This framework is the result of tough, prin-
cipled diplomacy. It’s a good deal, a deal that
meets our core objectives, including strict limi-
tations on Iran’s program and cutting off every

toring of public use of the refuge so as to better
respond to changing conditions on the land-
scape, particularly those associated with cli-
mate change.

With these points in mind, and pursuant to
the Wilderness Act of 1964, I am recommend-
ing that the Congress pass legislation making
additions to the National Wilderness Preserva-
tion System and the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System that the Service proposed as
part of the revised CCP and final EIS for the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. This area is
one of the most beautiful, undisturbed places
in the world. It is a national treasure and
should be permanently protected through leg-
islation for future generations.

Attached is the letter of recommendation
from the Secretary of the Interior and a map of
the area.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate.

pathway that Iran could take to develop a nu-
clear weapon.

This deal denies Iran the plutonium neces-
sary to build a bomb. It shuts down Iran’s path
to a bomb using enriched uranium. Iran has
agreed that it will not stockpile the materials
needed to build a weapon. Moreover, interna-
tional inspectors will have unprecedented ac-
cess to Iran’s nuclear program because Iran
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will face more inspections than any other coun-
try in the world. If Iran cheats, the world will
know it. If we see something suspicious, we
will inspect it. So this deal is not based on trust,
it is based on unprecedented verification.

And this is a long-term deal, with strict lim-
its on Iran’s program for more than a decade
and unprecedented transparency measures
that will last for 20 years or more. And as a
member of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, Iran will never be permitted to develop
a nuclear weapon.

In return for Iran’s actions, the international
community, including the United States, has
agreed to provide Iran with phased relief from
certain sanctions. If Iran violates the deal,
sanctions can be snapped back into place.
Meanwhile, other American sanctions on Iran
for its support of terrorism, its human rights
abuses, its ballistic missile program, all will
continue to be enforced.

As T said this week, many key details will
need to be finalized over the next 3 months,
and nothing is agreed to until everything is
agreed. And if there is backsliding, there will
be no deal.

Here in the United States, I expect a robust
debate. We'll keep Congress and the American
people fully briefed on the substance of the
deal. As we engage in this debate, let's remem-
ber, we really only have three options for deal-
ing with Iran’s nuclear program: bombing

Iran’s nuclear facilities, which will only set its
program back a few years, while starting
another war in the Middle East; abandoning
negotiations and hoping for the best with sanc-
tions, even though that’s always led to Iran
making more progress in its nuclear program;
or a robust and verifiable deal like this one that
peacefully prevents Iran from obtaining a nu-
clear weapon.

As President and Commander in Chief, I
firmly believe that the diplomatic option—a
comprehensive, long-term deal like this—is by
far the best option, for the United States, for
our allies, and for the world.

Our work—this deal—is not yet done. Di-
plomacy is painstaking work. Success is not
guaranteed. But today we have a historic op-
portunity to prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons in Iran and to do so peacefully, with
the international community firmly behind us.
And this will be our work in the days and
months ahead in keeping with the best tradi-
tions of American leadership.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 9:45 a.m. on April 3 in Room 130 of
Building 1580 at Hill Air Force Base, UT, for
broadcast on April 4. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on April 3, but was embargoed for release until
6 a.m. on April 4.

Remarks at the White House Easter Egg Roll

April 6, 2015

The President. Hello, everybody! Well, hap-
py Easter.

Audience members. Happy Easter!

The President. We are so blessed to have
this beautiful day and to have so many friends
in our backyard. And Malia and Sasha, they
had a little school stuff going on today, but they
wanted to send their love. Bo and Sunny are
here, along with the Easter Bunny. And this is
always one of our favorite events. We hope you
guys are having fun.

This is a particularly special Easter Egg Roll
because we've actually got a birthday to cele-
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brate. It is the fifth anniversary of the First La-
dy’s “Let’s Move!” initiative. And to help us
celebrate we've got the outstanding young
group, Fifth Harmony, here to help us sing
“Happy Birthday.” Everybody ready to sing
“Happy Birthday”?

All right. Fifth Harmony!

Audience members. Yeah!

Musician Camila Cabello. Thank you so
much to the President and First Lady for hav-
ing us. It is such an honor and so incredibly
cool to be singing at the White House. Thank
you so much.
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