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The story of the Exodus—the signs and
wonders that appeared when hope seemed
lost, the Jewish people’s abiding belief that
they would one day reach the Promised
Land—has inspired countless generations over
the years. It inspired Jewish families to hold
fast to their faith, even during times of terrible
persecution. It inspired young civil rights lead-
ers as they marched across an Alabama bridge
in search of their own Promised Land, half a
century ago.

And it continues to inspire us today. Tonight
my family will read the passage of the Hagga-
dah that declares we must see ourselves as
though we personally were liberated from

Egypt. The Exodus reminds us that progress
has always come slow and the future has always
been uncertain, but it also reminds there is al-
ways reason for hope.

Like the Israelites who Moses led out of
slavery long ago, it is up to us to never lose
faith in the better day that lies ahead. In our
own country, we can continue our march to-
ward a more perfect Union. Around the world,
we can seek to extend the miracles of freedom
and peace, prosperity and security, to more of
God’s creation. And together, we can continue
the hard but awesome work of tikkun olam,
and do our part to repair the world.

From my family to yours, Chag Sameach.

Statement on the Observance of Easter

April 3, 2015

Michelle and T join our fellow Christians
around the world in observing Good Friday
and celebrating Easter this weekend. With hu-
mility and awe, we give thanks for the extraor-
dinary sacrifice that Jesus made for our salva-
tion. We rejoice in the triumph of the Resur-
rection. And we renew our commitment to live
as He commanded: to love God with all our

heart, soul, and mind, and to love our neigh-
bors as ourselves. I look forward to continuing
our celebration on Tuesday when I host our
annual Easter prayer breakfast as we remem-
ber the teachings of Jesus in our daily lives,
stand with those around the world who are
persecuted for their faith, and pray for peace,
justice, and freedom for all people.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Garissa, Kenya

April 3, 2015

Michelle and I join the American people in
expressing our horror and sadness at the re-
ports coming out of Garissa, Kenya. Words
cannot adequately condemn the terrorist
atrocities that took place at Garissa University
College, where innocent men and women
were brazenly and brutally massacred. We join
the world in mourning them, many of whom
were students pursuing an education in the
pursuit of a better life for themselves and their
loved ones. They represented a brighter fu-
ture for a region that has seen too much vio-
lence for far too long. We also commend the
heroism of the responders who lost their lives
in the selfless protection of the students and
faculty.
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I know firsthand the extraordinary resil-
ience and fundamental decency of the peo-
ple of Kenya. So I know that the people of
Garissa and all of Kenya will grieve, but their
determination to achieve a better and more
secure future will not be deterred. And nei-
ther will the resolve of the United States. We
will stand hand in hand with the Kenyan
Government and people against the scourge
of terrorism and in their efforts to bring
communities together. This much is clear:
The future of Kenya will not be defined by
violence and terror; it will be shaped by
young people like those at Garissa University
College—Dby their talents, their hopes, and
their achievements. This is a message I will
relay to the Kenyan people when I visit Ke-
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