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into the middle class. And today what we’re go-
ing to try to do is to build on the progress that’s
already been made.

I'm announcing a new goal to train 75,000
workers to enter the solar industry by 2020. As
part of this, we're creating what we’re calling a
Solar Ready Vets program that’s modeled after
some successful pilot initiatives that have al-
ready been established over the last several
years. It’s going to train transitioning military
personnel for careers in this growing industry
at 10 bases, including right here at Hill.

And as part of this effort, we're also going to
work with States to enable more veterans to
use the post-9/11 GI bill for solar job training.
And it’s one of the many steps that we're taking
to help nearly 700,000 veterans and military
spouses get a job. In fact, about 30 percent of
the Federal workforce is now made up of vet-
erans. I've said it before, and I think employers
are starting to catch on: If you really want to
get the job done, hire a veteran.

So Hill is leading by example. It is getting
about 20 percent—maybe a little higher than
that—of its overall energy through renewable
energy sources, including this installation.
DOD—Department of Defense, our military
across the board—is becoming more and more
efficient because that saves money. And it
means that we’ve got more money for person-
nel, for training, for equipment, for making
sure our fighting forces are able to get the job
done.

What is true for DOD has to be true for the
entire country. And it’s going to provide enor-
mous prospects for jobs and careers for a
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whole lot of folks out there—if we continue to
make this investment.

So we've got to lead by example, invest in
the future, train our workers for good, new
jobs in the clean energy economy. That’s how
we're going to keep our economy growing, and
that’s how we’re going to create new jobs and
create more opportunity for the American peo-
ple.

We're also, as a byproduct of that, going to
make this country safer, and we’re going to
make the planet more secure. We're going to
make sure that the environment that we're
passing on and the incredible beauty of this re-
markable State’s passed on to future genera-
tions as well.

So thank you very much, all of you, for the
great work you're doing. And thank you to the
State of Utah for your wonderful hospitality. I
was telling the Governor yesterday as we were
riding from the airport that I'm going to make
sure that I come back next time where I don’t
have to do so much work and I can visit some
of these amazing national parks here and have
a chance to visit with some of the wonderful
people here in the great State of Utah.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Brig. Gen. Carl A.
Buhler, USAF, commander, and Col. Ronald
E. Jolly, Sr., USAF, deputy commander for
maintenance, Ogden Air Logistics Complex,
Hill Air Force Base, UT; Mayor Ralph E.
Becker, Jr., of Salt Lake City, UT; and Gov.
Gary R. Herbert of Utah. He also referred to
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)
terrorist organization.

Statement on the Observance of Passover

April 3, 2015

Michelle and T send our warmest greetings
to all those celebrating Passover in the United
States, in the State of Israel, and throughout
the world.

Tonight, for the seventh year, I'll hold a
Seder in the White House, and we'll join mil-
lions of Jewish families as we retell one of hu-

manity’s great stories of liberation. The Exodus
was neither easy nor quick. The Israelites’
journey to freedom required them to choose
faith over fear and courage over complacency.
Above all, it required the works of an awesome
God, who led them out of bondage with a
mighty hand and an outstretched arm.
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The story of the Exodus—the signs and
wonders that appeared when hope seemed
lost, the Jewish people’s abiding belief that
they would one day reach the Promised
Land—has inspired countless generations over
the years. It inspired Jewish families to hold
fast to their faith, even during times of terrible
persecution. It inspired young civil rights lead-
ers as they marched across an Alabama bridge
in search of their own Promised Land, half a
century ago.

And it continues to inspire us today. Tonight
my family will read the passage of the Hagga-
dah that declares we must see ourselves as
though we personally were liberated from

Egypt. The Exodus reminds us that progress
has always come slow and the future has always
been uncertain, but it also reminds there is al-
ways reason for hope.

Like the Israelites who Moses led out of
slavery long ago, it is up to us to never lose
faith in the better day that lies ahead. In our
own country, we can continue our march to-
ward a more perfect Union. Around the world,
we can seek to extend the miracles of freedom
and peace, prosperity and security, to more of
God’s creation. And together, we can continue
the hard but awesome work of tikkun olam,
and do our part to repair the world.

From my family to yours, Chag Sameach.

Statement on the Observance of Easter

April 3, 2015

Michelle and T join our fellow Christians
around the world in observing Good Friday
and celebrating Easter this weekend. With hu-
mility and awe, we give thanks for the extraor-
dinary sacrifice that Jesus made for our salva-
tion. We rejoice in the triumph of the Resur-
rection. And we renew our commitment to live
as He commanded: to love God with all our

heart, soul, and mind, and to love our neigh-
bors as ourselves. I look forward to continuing
our celebration on Tuesday when I host our
annual Easter prayer breakfast as we remem-
ber the teachings of Jesus in our daily lives,
stand with those around the world who are
persecuted for their faith, and pray for peace,
justice, and freedom for all people.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Garissa, Kenya

April 3, 2015

Michelle and I join the American people in
expressing our horror and sadness at the re-
ports coming out of Garissa, Kenya. Words
cannot adequately condemn the terrorist
atrocities that took place at Garissa University
College, where innocent men and women
were brazenly and brutally massacred. We join
the world in mourning them, many of whom
were students pursuing an education in the
pursuit of a better life for themselves and their
loved ones. They represented a brighter fu-
ture for a region that has seen too much vio-
lence for far too long. We also commend the
heroism of the responders who lost their lives
in the selfless protection of the students and
faculty.
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I know firsthand the extraordinary resil-
ience and fundamental decency of the peo-
ple of Kenya. So I know that the people of
Garissa and all of Kenya will grieve, but their
determination to achieve a better and more
secure future will not be deterred. And nei-
ther will the resolve of the United States. We
will stand hand in hand with the Kenyan
Government and people against the scourge
of terrorism and in their efforts to bring
communities together. This much is clear:
The future of Kenya will not be defined by
violence and terror; it will be shaped by
young people like those at Garissa University
College—Dby their talents, their hopes, and
their achievements. This is a message I will
relay to the Kenyan people when I visit Ke-
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