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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency

With Respect to South Sudan
March 31, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen-
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the
automatic termination of a national emergen-
cy unless, within 90 days prior to the anniver-
sary date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the emer-
gency is to continue in effect beyond the an-
niversary date. In accordance with this provi-
sion, I have sent to the Federal Register for
publication the enclosed notice stating that
the national emergency declared in Executive
Order 13664 of April 3, 2014, with respect to
South Sudan is to continue in effect beyond
April 3, 2015.

The situation in and in relation to South
Sudan, which has been marked by activities
that threaten the peace, security, or stability
of South Sudan and the surrounding region,

including widespread violence and atrocities,
human rights abuses, recruitment and use of
child soldiers, attacks on peacekeepers, and
obstruction of humanitarian operations, con-
tinues to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. For this reason, I
have determined that it is necessary to contin-
ue the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 13664 with respect to South Su-
dan.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Statement on the Presidential Election in Nigeria

April 1, 2015

The last few days have shown the world the
strength of Nigeria’s commitment to demo-
cratic principles. By turning out in large num-
bers and sometimes waiting all day to cast their
votes, Nigerians came together to decide the
future of their country peacefully.

I commend President Goodluck Jonathan
and President-elect Muhammadu Buhari for
their public commitments to nonviolence
throughout the campaign. President Jonathan
has placed his country’s interests first by con-
ceding the election and congratulating Presi-
dent-elect Buhari on his victory. I look for-
ward to working with President Jonathan
throughout the remainder of his term, and I
thank him for his many years of service and his
statesmanlike conduct at this critical juncture.
I urge President-elect Buhari and President
Jonathan to repeat their calls to their support-

ers to continue to respect the election out-
comes, focus on unifying the country, and to-
gether lead Nigeria through a peaceful transi-
tion.

Nigeria’s Independent National Election
Commission (INEC) and its Chairman, Atta-
hiru Jega, deserve special recognition for what
independent international observers have
deemed a largely peaceful and orderly vote. I
commend INEC for its extensive efforts to in-
crease the credibility and transparency of the
electoral process. Looking ahead to the guber-
natorial elections on April 11, it is imperative
that national attention turn to ensuring isolated
logistical challenges are overcome and peace is
protected, even in the most hotly contested
races.

On behalf of the American people, I ex-
tend congratulations to the people of Nigeria
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