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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to South Sudan
March 31, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen-
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the
automatic termination of a national emergen-
cy unless, within 90 days prior to the anniver-
sary date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the emer-
gency is to continue in effect beyond the an-
niversary date. In accordance with this provi-
sion, I have sent to the Federal Register for
publication the enclosed notice stating that
the national emergency declared in Executive
Order 13664 of April 3, 2014, with respect to
South Sudan is to continue in effect beyond
April 3, 2015.

The situation in and in relation to South
Sudan, which has been marked by activities
that threaten the peace, security, or stability
of South Sudan and the surrounding region,

including widespread violence and atrocities,
human rights abuses, recruitment and use of
child soldiers, attacks on peacekeepers, and
obstruction of humanitarian operations, con-
tinues to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. For this reason, I
have determined that it is necessary to contin-
ue the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 13664 with respect to South Su-
dan.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Statement on the Presidential Election in Nigeria
April 1, 2015

The last few days have shown the world the
strength of Nigeria’s commitment to demo-
cratic principles. By turning out in large num-
bers and sometimes waiting all day to cast their
votes, Nigerians came together to decide the
future of their country peacefully.

I commend President Goodluck Jonathan
and President-elect Muhammadu Buhari for
their public commitments to nonviolence
throughout the campaign. President Jonathan
has placed his country’s interests first by con-
ceding the election and congratulating Presi-
dent-elect Buhari on his victory. I look for-
ward to working with President Jonathan
throughout the remainder of his term, and I
thank him for his many years of service and his
statesmanlike conduct at this critical juncture.
I urge President-elect Buhari and President
Jonathan to repeat their calls to their support-

ers to continue to respect the election out-
comes, focus on unifying the country, and to-
gether lead Nigeria through a peaceful transi-
tion.

Nigeria’s Independent National Election
Commission (INEC) and its Chairman, Atta-
hiru Jega, deserve special recognition for what
independent international observers have
deemed a largely peaceful and orderly vote. I
commend INEC for its extensive efforts to in-
crease the credibility and transparency of the
electoral process. Looking ahead to the guber-
natorial elections on April 11, it is imperative
that national attention turn to ensuring isolated
logistical challenges are overcome and peace is
protected, even in the most hotly contested
races.

On behalf of the American people, I ex-
tend congratulations to the people of Nigeria
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and to President-elect Buhari and look for-
ward to continuing to work with the newly

elected Government on our many shared pri-
orities.

Statement on Signing an Executive Order on Blocking the Property of
Certain Persons Engaging in Significant Malicious Cyber-Enabled Activities
April 1, 2015

Today I issued an Executive order that pro-
vides a new authority to respond to the threat
posed by malicious cyber actors. Cyber threats
pose one of the most serious economic and na-
tional security challenges to the United States,
and my administration is pursuing a compre-
hensive strategy to confront them. As we have
seen in recent months, these threats can ema-
nate from a range of sources and target our
critical infrastructure, our companies, and our
citizens. This Executive order offers a targeted
tool for countering the most significant cyber
threats that we face.

This Executive order authorizes the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, in consultation with the
Attorney General and the Secretary of State, to
impose sanctions on individuals or entities that
engage in malicious cyber-enabled activities
that create a significant threat to the national
security, foreign policy, or economic health or
financial stability of the United States. The ma-
licious cyber-enabled activity must have the
purpose or effect of significantly harming or
compromising critical infrastructure; misap-
propriating funds or economic resources, trade

secrets, personal identifiers, or financial infor-
mation for commercial or competitive advan-
tage or private financial gain; knowingly receiv-
ing or using trade secrets that were stolen by
cyber-enabled means for commercial or com-
petitive advantage or private financial gain; dis-
rupting the availability of a computer or net-
work of computers, for example, through a de-
nial of service attack; and attempting, assisting,
or providing material support for any of the
above activities.

I intend to employ the authorities of my of-
fice and this administration, including diplo-
matic engagement, trade policy tools, and law
enforcement mechanisms, to counter the
threat posed by malicious cyber actors. This
Executive order supports the administration’s
broader strategy by adding a new authority to
combat the most serious malicious cyber
threats that we face.

NOTE: The statement referred to Executive
Order 13694, which is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Blocking the Property of Certain
Persons Engaging in Significant Malicious Cyber-Enabled Activities
April 1, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA), I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) declaring a na-
tional emergency with respect to the unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national securi-
ty, foreign policy, and economy of the United
States posed by the increasing prevalence and
severity of malicious cyber-enabled activities

originating from, or directed by persons locat-
ed, in whole or in substantial part, outside the
United States.

The order would block the property and in-
terests in property of:

• any person determined by the Secretary
of the Treasury, in consultation with the
Attorney General and the Secretary of
State, to be responsible for or complicit
in, or to have engaged in, directly or indi-
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