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recently about the problem. Drug-resistant
bacteria are one of the most serious public
health issues that we face today. They cause
tens of thousands of deaths, millions of illness-
es, and that’s just in the United States. And the
numbers are sure to climb unless we take some
very clear, concrete, and coordinated action.

Last year, I issued an Executive order direct-
ing agencies across the Government to create a
national action plan for combating antibiotic-
resistant bacteria. And today we are releasing
that plan. John, give me the plan. [Laughter]
Just so we have a little prop. [Laughter]

This is a product of extraordinary work from
some of our top scientists and the private sec-
tor, research universities, and practitioners,
doctors, and health professionals so that we
can figure out how do we approach this prob-
lem. It is detailed, it is realistic, it covers the
next five years, starting right now.

We’ve set some aggressive goals. First, we’re
going to slow the emergence of resistant bacte-
ria and prevent the spread of resistant infec-
tions. Second, we’re going to include surveil-
lance; we want to know when it’s happening
and why it’s happening. Third, we’re going to
develop better diagnostic tools. Fourth, we’re
going to accelerate research into new drugs.
And fifth, we’re going to improve global coor-
dination, because this is going to end up being
a global problem.

Last year, I also called for the creation of an
Advisory Council for Combating Antibiotic-
Resistant Bacteria to advise me and future
Presidents on how to see this mission through,
because this is not something that we’ll solve
just in the next 20 or 22 months. Starting to-
day, we’re officially taking nominations for that
Council.

The budget that I released earlier this year
nearly doubles the investment in fighting anti-
biotic resistance. This plan spells out exactly
where the money would go. So I’m going to be
urging Congress to pass a budget that will ulti-
mately help save lives. We can’t do this without
Congress. But to—in order for us to get it done
we’re also going to have to educate the public.
And this is one of those problems that doesn’t
always rise to the top of people’s day-to-day
concerns until somebody in their family is im-
pacted. We take antibiotics for granted for a lot
of illnesses that can be deadly or debilitating,
and we’re extraordinarily fortunate to have
been living in a period where our antibiotics
work.

If we start seeing those medicines diminish
in effectiveness, we’re going to have problems.
And part of the solution here is not just finding
replacements for traditional antibiotics; it’s also
making sure that we’re using antibiotics prop-
erly, because part of the problem is that a lot of
times we overdiagnose them. They’re entering
into our food chain through livestock. There
are a whole range of reasons why bacteria is
becoming more and more resistant to our tra-
ditional treatments.

And this is something that we have to take
seriously now and invest in now. If we do,
then I’m confident we’re going to be able to
deal with this effectively. If we don’t, if we
put this off, this is going to be a major public
health problem, and it will be a lot harder to
solve.

So all right? Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to John P. Holdren, Direc-
tor, White House Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy.

Statement on Senator Harry M. Reid’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
March 27, 2015

Harry Reid is a fighter. In his five terms as
a U.S. Senator, Harry has fought for good
jobs, a safer environment for our kids, and af-
fordable health care for all. He’s never

backed down from a tough decision or been
afraid to choose what is right over what is
easy. Time and time again, Harry stood up to
special interests and made sure every one of
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his constituents had a voice in their Nation’s
Capital.

Above all else, Harry has fought for the peo-
ple of his beloved State of Nevada. The son of
a miner and a maid from the tiny town of
Searchlight, he never forgot where he came
from, and he never stopped working to give ev-
eryone who works hard the same shot at suc-
cess that he had.

As the leader of the Senate Democrats dur-
ing my time in office, Harry has become not
only an ally, but a friend. I’m proud of all we
have accomplished together, and I know the
Senate will not be the same without him. I look
forward to working with him to keep fighting
for every American over the next 2 years, and
Michelle and I wish him and Landra well in
whatever the future holds.

Joint Statement by President Obama and President Enrique Peña Nieto of
Mexico on United States-Mexico Climate Policy Cooperation
March 27, 2015

On the occasion of Mexico submitting its In-
tended Nationally Determined Contribution
(INDC) to the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), President
Barack Obama and President Enrique Peña
Nieto reaffirm their commitment to addressing
global climate change, one of the greatest
threats facing humanity. The leaders under-
score the importance of jointly addressing cli-
mate in their integrated economy. Smart ac-
tion on climate change and developing clean
energy can drive economic growth, and bring
broad security, health, and development bene-
fits to the region. The two countries will seize
every opportunity to harmonize their efforts
and policies towards their common climate
goals. The two countries will launch a new
high-level bilateral clean energy and climate
policy task force to further deepen policy and
regulatory coordination in specific areas in-
cluding clean electricity, grid modernization,
appliance standards, and energy efficiency, as
well as promoting more fuel efficient automo-

bile fleets in both countries, global and region-
al climate modeling, weather forecasting and
early alerts system. The interagency task force
will be chaired by Secretary Ernest Moniz and
Secretary Juan José Guerra Abud, and hold its
first meeting this spring. The task force will al-
so look to advance its work program through
the Clean Energy Ministerial that Mexico is
hosting on May 27–28 and related initiatives.
Both countries also commit to enhanced coop-
eration on air quality and climate policy, in-
cluding harmonization and implementation of
heavy-duty diesel and light duty emission stan-
dards, common programs to reduce reliance
on HFCs, and technical cooperation on black
carbon.

NOTE: The joint statement referred to Secre-
tary of Environment and Natural Resources
Juan José Guerra Abud of Mexico. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this joint statement.

The President’s Weekly Address
March 28, 2015

Hi, everybody. Five years ago, after the
worst financial crisis in decades, we passed
historic Wall Street reform to end the era of
bailouts and too big to fail. As part that re-
form, we created an independent Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau with one mis-
sion: to protect American consumers from

some of the worst practices in the financial in-
dustry.

They’ve already put $5 billion back in the
pockets of more than 15 million families. And
this week, they took an important first step to-
wards cracking down on some of the most abu-
sive practices involving payday loans. Millions
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