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Some of those companies are here today.
We want to thank you for your leadership. I
want to encourage every company that pro-
vides these technologies to our schools to join
this effort. It’s the right thing to do. And if you
don’t join this effort, then we intend to make
sure that those schools and those parents know
you haven’t joined this effort.

So this mission, protecting our information
and privacy in the Information Age, this should
not be a partisan issue. This should be some-
thing that unites all of us as Americans. It’s one
of those new challenges in our modern society
that crosses the old divides, transcends politics,
transcends ideology. Liberal, conservative,
Democrat, Republican—everybody is online,
and everybody understands the risks and vul-
nerabilities as well as opportunities that are
presented by this new world.

Business leaders want their privacy and their
children’s privacy protected, just like every-
body else does. Consumer and privacy advo-
cates also want to make sure that America
keeps leading the world in technology and in-
novation and apps. So there are some basic,
commonsense, pragmatic steps that we ought
to all be able to support.

And rather than being at odds, I think that
much of this work actually reinforces each oth-
er. The more we do to protect consumer infor-
mation and privacy, the harder it is for hackers
to damage our businesses and hurt our econo-
my. Meanwhile, the more companies strength-
en their cybersecurity, the harder it is for hack-
ers to steal consumer information and hurt

American families. So we’ve got to all be work-
ing together in the same direction, and I’m
confident if we do, we’ll be making progress.

We are the company—we are the country
that invented the Internet. And we’re also the
pioneers of this Information Age: the creators,
the designers, the innovators. Our children are
leaving us in the dust, I—if you haven’t no-
ticed. [Laughter] They’re connecting and
they’re collaborating like never before and
imagining a future we can only dream of.
When we Americans put our minds together
and our shoulder to the wheel, there’s nothing
we can do. So I’m confident, if we keep at this,
we can deliver the prosperity and security and
privacy that all Americans deserve.

We pioneered the Internet, but we also pio-
neered the Bill of Rights and a sense that each
of us as individuals have a sphere of privacy
around us that should not be breached, wheth-
er by our government, but also by commercial
interests. And since we’re pioneers in both
these areas, I’m confident that we can be pio-
neers in crafting the kind of architecture that
will allow us to both grow, innovate, and pre-
serve those values that are so precious to us as
Americans.

Thank you very much. And thanks to the
FTC for all the great work you do to protect
the American people. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to David Letterman,
host, CBS’s “Late Show With David Letter-
man.”

Remarks Honoring the 2014 National Basketball Association Champion San
Antonio Spurs
January 12, 2015

The President. Well, hello, everybody! Wel-
come to the White House. Everybody, please
have a seat. In case you didn’t know, these are
the NBA Champion San Antonio Spurs. I was
considering having the Vice President cover
these remarks so I could stay fresh for the
State of the Union. [Laughter] Taking an ex-
ample off Pop, who sits his stars sometimes—

[laughter]—but I decided I actually wanted to
meet them.

So I know we’ve got a lot of Spurs fans in the
house—no doubt—including a guy I stole from
San Antonio, our Secretary of Housing and Ur-
ban Development, former Mayor Julián Cas-
tro. [Applause] Hey! And of course we want to
welcome General Manager R.C. Buford and,



Jan. 12 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2015

36

of course, Coach Popovich. I want the coach to
know that he is not contractually obligated to
take questions after the first quarter of my re-
marks. [Laughter]

Now, look, I admit it, I’m a Bulls fan. It’s
never easy celebrating a non-Bulls team in the
White House. [Laughter] That’s all I’ve been
able to do—[laughter]—so far. But even I have
to admit that the Spurs are hard to dislike.
First of all, they’re old. [Laughter] And for an
old guy, it makes me feel good to see—where’s
Tim? [Laughter] Tim’s got some gray. There’s
a few others with a little sprinkles around here.
There’s a reason why the uniform is black and
silver. [Laughter] So it makes me feel good to
see that folks in advancing years can succeed in
a young man’s sport.

But it’s also because this is an international
team. It’s the U.N. of basketball teams. And it
shows the way that this wonderful sport has be-
come an international sport. Some people
have, rightfully, started calling it—the Spur’s
style of basketball—“the beautiful game.” And
when you look at the passing and guys back-
cutting to the hoop and sharing the basketball,
you see basketball the way it should be played.
And I was telling these guys, you can now see
everybody around the league actually stealing,
first of all, assistant coaches who then become
coaches and then start applying that style of
play all around the league. And it’s made the
game better.

Now, this has not always been the case, all
the accolades that the Spur’s received. Let’s
face it, just a little while back, people were say-
ing that the Spurs were passed their prime, not
just old, but kind of boring. Now they’re fresh
and exciting, which is basically the exact oppo-
site of what happens to Presidents. [Laughter]
It’s a different trajectory.

Last season was all about redemption for the
Spurs. Everybody remembers the heartbreak-
ing loss—for the Spurs, not for Miami—2
years ago. And game six obviously was crazy.
Not—I’m not going to make you relive all the
details. As Tony Parker said, it seemed like the
basketball gods were just being cruel. But the
Spurs came back focused.

And Tim who’s not used to—not renowned
for his trash-talking, was very clear about the
fact that they were going to get back to the Fi-
nals. They earned the league’s best record, in-
cluding a franchise-record 19 in a row. Made it
back against the Finals and then eviscerated
the Heat, winning in five games with an aver-
age margin of 14 points, which was the most
lopsided margin in Finals history.

Now, that may have been a high-water mark
for excellence, but this is an organization that
has been marked by excellence, one of the best
in professional supports. Since drafting Tim
Duncan in 1997, they’ve won five titles. Tim
has now won rings 15 years apart, only the sec-
ond player in history to win titles in three dif-
ferent decades. Tim and Tony and Manu
have—[laughter]—won more playoff games
than any trio in NBA history.

But what’s been remarkable as you watch
this team over the decade is not just the in-
credible play of the Big Three, it’s also how the
organization always seems to be able to pull to-
gether those missing pieces and everybody
performing at an incredibly high level. You’ve
got Finals MVP Kawhi Leonard, who played
magnificently. You’ve got Boris Diaw, one of
the best passing big men in the game. Tiago
Splitter and Danny Green, Patty Mills, Marco
Belinelli—who we miss on the Bulls. [Laugh-
ter] You’ve got Matt Bonner, who my notes tell
me is a sandwich blogger named Red Mamba.
[Laughter] I mean, how can you not like a guy
like that? [Laughter] Right on.

And San Antonio has a special bond with its
fans. You’ve—you hear it in the “go Spurs, go”
chants. You see it in how the Spurs give back to
their community. Coach Popovich has helped
the San Antonio Food Bank raise millions of
dollars. The Spurs honor our troops and our
veterans and their families with camouflage
uniforms and discounted tickets. And earlier
today they met with some of our wounded war-
riors from Walter Reed and Fort Belvoir.

And they’ve been outstanding supporters of
San Antonio’s East Side, an area I designated
as a Promise Zone. They’ve created literacy
programs, bought tablets and computers for
schools. Spurs staffers have served as mentors
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for young people. So they’ve been leading in
the community; they’ve been leading in terms
of style of play.

I want to commend the Spurs as well for
something they did after the championship:
hiring Becky Hammon, who’s the first female
full-time assistant coach in the NBA. And as
somebody who has got two daughters, one of
who is a baller, it makes me feel good when ex-
cellence is recognized regardless of gender.

So that’s what the Spurs do. They find ways
to put together the best team, whether it
means going to Australia or Italy or the WN-
BA. They want everybody on the court. They
think everybody has worth. They find folks
who didn’t have a chance someplace else, and
suddenly, they figure out a way to make them
shine as part of a team. And in that sense,
they’re a great metaphor for what America
should be all about.

So I just want to say, once again, congratula-
tions. They’re working through some injuries
on their quest to another title. But I’ll tell you
what, if you guys need any tips on winning
back to back, you know where to find me.
[Laughter] So—[applause].

Head Coach Gregg C. Popovich. Mine isn’t
here, sir.

The President. You don’t get notes, man.
[Laughter] Because—mainly, because you just
give one-word answers. [Laughter]

Coach Popovich. Exactly. What I want to re-
mind the President about—if I might, with all
due respect—when I sit stars, I get fined. He
doesn’t. So—[laughter].

But mostly I would just like to say thank you
to the President and for all the people here for
having us. It truly is an honor to be here. And
for me, the most satisfying part is to be able to
be with all these guys. They truly have gotten
over themselves. They care about the group
more than the individual. And I didn’t do that.
That’s in their character. That’s who they are.

So it’s a pleasure to have them here be hon-
ored by all of you, especially so many San An-
tonio fans and people that know San Antonio.
We know that we answer to you all, and we feel
that all the time.

The last thing I want to say is, all the pieces
that the President talked about that get put to-
gether to keep the team at an excellent level,
the guy responsible for that is right here, R.C.
Buford. He’s the guy that does that.

And now we have some things for the Presi-
dent, I believe.

The President. All right, what have we got?
We’ve got some stuff?

[At this point, the President was presented with
a team jersey and a basketball signed by team
members.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:44 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Timothy T. Duncan and
Tiago Splitter, centers, W. Anthony Parker, Jr.,
Patrick S. Mills, Emanuel D. Ginobili, and
Daniel R. Green, Jr., guards, and Kawhi A.
Leonard, Boris B. Diaw-Riffiod, Marco S. Be-
linelli, and Matthew R. Bonner, forwards, San
Antonio Spurs.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Congressional Leaders
January 13, 2015

Well, I want to welcome the congressional
leadership here to the White House. Harry
Reid is absent because he is still convalescing a
little bit from the mishap in the gym, but I know
he’ll be back strong next week, and I’ve had a
chance to talk to him. I want to thank the
Speaker and Leader McConnell, as well as Dick
Durbin, filling in for Mr. Reid, and Nancy Pelo-
si and all the leadership that are here today.

First of all, some of these folks I haven’t seen
so I haven’t had an opportunity to wish them
Happy New Year. To the Speaker, I just want
to point out—I said there are going to be some
things that we agree on—having a college foot-
ball playoff is clearly something that we can
agree on. [Laughter] I called for it when I came
into office, I think it turned out pretty well, par-
ticularly for Ohio—[laughter]—so I want to
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