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Memorandum on Delegation of Authority Under the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015
March 18, 2015

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Delegation of Authority Under the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2015

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, I hereby order as follows:

I hereby delegate to the Secretary of State
the authority to prepare and submit to the Con-
gress the report required by section 1244(c) of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2015 (Public Law 113–291) (the “Act”).

Any reference in this memorandum to the
Act shall be deemed to be a reference to any
future act that is the same or substantially the
same as such provision.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: This memorandum was not received for
publication in the Federal Register. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this memorandum. 

Remarks Prior to a Roundtable Discussion on Renewable Energy and Climate
Change and an Exchange With Reporters at the Department of Energy
March 19, 2015

The President. Well, it is wonderful to be
here at the Department of Energy with some of
our outstanding private sector partners. Secre-
tary Ernie Moniz is in Geneva doing some im-
portant work on behalf of our national security,
but I want to thank him and his team at the De-
partment of Energy, as well as our folks over at
EPA. And Secretary—or Administrator Gina
McCarthy is here, as well as Christy Goldfuss at
the Council on Environmental Quality.

This has been a team effort to make sure
that we are doing everything we can to boost
the energy efficiency of the American econo-
my. And since we’ve said it’s important, we
thought it was important for us to lead by ex-
ample here at the Federal Government. As you
know, I just took a tour of the solar-powered
roof upstairs. And those panels are not just for
show, they produce power that the Govern-
ment doesn’t then have to buy off the grid.
And more and more businesses and more and
more homeowners are following suit not be-
cause it’s simply good for the environment, but
because it’s good for their bottom lines.

Thanks in part to the investments that we’ve
made over the past 6 years, the United States is
rapidly becoming a leader in solar energy. Last
year was the biggest year for solar power in our
history. And in fact, the solar industry is adding
jobs 10 times faster than the economy as a whole.

So we’re proving that it is possible to grow
our economy robustly, while at the same time,
doing the right thing for our environment and
tackling climate change in a serious way.

Over the past 6 years, we’ve done more than ev-
er to combat climate change. Last year, the Feder-
al Government used less energy than at any time
in the past four decades. And in a historic joint an-
nouncement that many of you saw, China commit-
ted to limiting their emissions for the first time.

So today America once again is going to be
leading by example. This morning I signed an
Executive order that will do two things. First,
we’re going to cut the Federal Government’s
greenhouse gas emissions 40 percent from the
2008 levels within the next 10 years. Second,
we’re going to increase the share of electricity
that the Federal Government uses from re-
newable sources to 30 percent within the next
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10 years. These are ambitious goals, but we
know that they’re achievable goals.

And I want to thank the executives of some
of our leading companies in the country who
are here, because they’re stepping up and mak-
ing similar commitments. Folks from IBM to
GE, Northrop Grumman, some of our biggest
Fortune 100 companies are setting their own
ambitious goals. And cumulatively, what this is
doing is allowing us across the economy to not
only hit some key targets that are going to be
required in order for us to reduce climate
change, but they’re also saving money, helping
their bottom line, and they’re giving a boost to
the industry as a whole. Because as we get
economies of scale and demand for solar and
wind and other renewable energies grows, ob-
viously, that can help drive down the overall
price, make it that much for efficient, and we
start getting a virtuous cycle that is good for the
environment and creates jobs here in America.

So we very much want to thank our private
sector partners. You guys have done an out-
standing job. And because of the prominence
of many of the companies here and the fact
that they’ve got a whole bunch of suppliers up

and down the chain, what you do with respect
to energy efficiency is going to have a ripple ef-
fect throughout the economy. And we’re very
pleased with that.

So thank you very much. Thanks, everybody.
Thank you, guys.

Iran

Q. Have you spoken to Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu—[inaudible]?

The President. Thanks, everybody.
Q. ——the Iran talks—[inaudible]?
The President. Thank you, guys. I’m sorry,

we were talking about energy, and it’s a great
story. [Laughter] So, hopefully, you’ll focus on
it. Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:28 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Christy Goldfuss,
Managing Director, Council on Environmental
Quality. He also referred to Executive Order
13693, which is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume. A reporter referred to Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel.

Videotaped Remarks on the Observance of Nowruz
March 19, 2015

Hello. To everyone celebrating Nowruz,
across the United States and in countries
around the world: Nowruz Mubarak.

For thousands of years, this has been a time
to gather with family and friends and welcome
a new spring and a new year. Last week, my
wife Michelle helped mark Nowruz here at the
White House. It was a celebration of the vi-
brant cultures, food, music, and friendship of
our many diaspora communities who make ex-
traordinary contributions every day here in the
United States. We even created our own Haft
Seen, representing our hopes for the new year.

This year, that includes our hopes for prog-
ress between the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the international community, including the
United States. So I want to take this opportuni-
ty once again to speak directly to the people
and leaders of Iran. As you gather around the

Nowruz table—from Tehran to Shiraz to Ta-
briz, from the coasts of the Caspian Sea to the
Persian Gulf—you’re giving thanks for your
blessings and looking ahead to the future.

This year, we have the best opportunity in
decades to pursue a different future between
our countries. Just over a year ago, we reached
an initial understanding regarding Iran’s nucle-
ar program. And both sides have kept our com-
mitments. Iran has halted progress on its nu-
clear program and even rolled it back in some
areas. The international community, including
the United States, has provided Iran with some
relief from sanctions. Now our diplomats—and
our scientists—are engaged in negotiations in
the hopes of finding a comprehensive solution
that resolves the world’s concerns with Iran’s
nuclear program.
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