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look like or where you come from, how you
started out, if you're willing to put in some
blood and sweat and tears, you should be able
to make it and get a decent job and get a de-
cent wage and send your kids to college and
retire with dignity and respect and have health
care you can count on and have a safe commu-
nity.

You—we do believe that. And that’s what
I'm committed to doing these last 2 years. And
I'm going to need the League of Cities to help

me do it; work with you to build an economy
where everybody shares in America’s prosperi-
ty and everybody is contributing to America’s
prosperity.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless

you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:39 a.m. at
the Washington Marriott Wardman Park hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Ralph E.
Becker, Jr., of Salt Lake City, UT.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Donald Franciszek Tusk of the
European Council and an Exchange With Reporters

March 9, 2015

President Obama. Well, it is a great pleasure
to welcome Donald Tusk to the White House
in his new role. I had outstanding experiences
working with him during the time that he was
Prime Minister of Poland, one of our closest al-
lies, and was consistently impressed with his
outstanding work and his strong support for
the transatlantic alliance. We are very pleased
that he is carrying on those same skills and val-
ues to the European Council.

And let me just say at the outset that I think
transatlantic unity is as strong as it’s ever been.
We face a number of significant challenges.
Obviously, a major topic of conversation today
will be the situation in Ukraine. We are all
committed to making sure that we uphold the
basic principles of sovereignty and territorial
integrity that have been threatened by Russian
aggression. We've been able to maintain strong
unity with respect to sanctions.

We very much appreciate the work that’s
been done by Chancellor Angela Merkel and
President Frangois Hollande to establish a
Minsk process. But we also know from experi-
ences over the last year that unless we have
strong monitoring and strong implementation,
that these agreements will be meaningless.

And so part of what we'll be discussing is
how do we make sure that we are able to mon-
itor effectively what’s happening on the ground
in Ukraine and how do we continue to main-
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tain pressure on Russia, on the separatists, to
abide by these agreements?

We'll also have an opportunity to talk about
the significant challenges that the Ukrainian
economy faces. We have to make sure that the
90 percent of Ukraine that is still effectively
governed by Kiev is able to succeed. And that
requires that we work together, Europe and
the United States, to supplement the work
that’s being done by the IMF.

We'll also be talking about a wide range of
other issues. We share concerns about global
growth and the global economy, and this will
be an opportunity for us to highlight the op-
portunities of strengthening trade through the
transatlantic trade agreement that is currently
being discussed between the two parties. We'll
have a chance to discuss the situation in
Greece and what more can be done to bolster
European growth, which obviously has been
lagging over the course of the last 7, 8§ years
and ends up having an impact on the world
economy and the U.S. economy.

We'll have an opportunity to talk about
some of the security challenges that we face
both—beyond Ukraine, including the situation
in Libya, the situation in Iraq, the need for us
to be unified in our fight against ISIL, but also
to work effectively to prevent foreign fighters
from getting to Syria, as well as foreign fighters
leaving Syria and coming back to Europe and



the United States and potentially endangering
our fellow citizens.

So we have a busy agenda. But I know that
I've got a great partner and very much look for-
ward to hearing Mr. Tusk’s views on these very
important issues.

So thank you.

President Tusk. Thank you, Mr. President.
Good afternoon. First let me thank President
Obama for inviting me in my new role as Presi-
dent of the European Council to Washington.
We think—we much—we have too much to
discuss. However, I would like to pay atten-
tion—special attention—to three topics: name-
ly, the critical relations with Russia in the
Ukrainian context; the threat of terrorism and
actions of the so-called Islamic State in the
context, of course—in the context of Libya;
and lastly, our negotiations on T-TIP, I mean,
the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Part-
nership.

Although these are three different—very
different—challenges, they have a common
denominator, I think. It’s a need, maybe great-
er than ever before, need for unity of Europe
and the United States. We are witnessing today
calling into question, and even attacking, of our
fundamental values, like freedom, liberal de-
mocracy, prosperity, and for sure, geopolitical
order.

And our enemies who use propaganda
against us, commit acts of violence, and violate
the sovereignty of our neighbors, they want to
weaken the political community of the West-
ern world. Today, we can see with full clarity
that they are trying to divide us, inside of Eu-
rope, as well as Europe and America. But
when we are united, we will be able to put a
stop to the aggressive policy of Russia against
her neighbors. And the past has shown that
when we were united, we were able to success-
fully fight against terrorism. And also, thanks to
the fact that we have acted together in the
field, in the economy and free trade, we
achieved success.

When it comes to T-TIP, getting agree-
ment—it’s my hope that we get an agreement.
It’s not so difficult—as difficult people think.
We have very strong arguments. Of course, we
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need to balance the result of negotiations, for
sure, and we have to convince our public opin-
ion of—on both sides of the Atlantic. But we
have strong arguments, and I believe that
2015, we—will be a crucial year in this process,
because, in fact, T-TIP is not only about trade,
but also about the chance of the jobs. And also,
it’s about geopolitical security and our transat-
lantic cooperation.

Second, we have to stop violent extremism
spreading in Africa. We must help Libya be-
cause we cannot have a failed state run by war-
lords and fanatics sitting in anarchy just 100
miles off the southern coast of Europe.

And third, Ukraine, now, today, we are unit-
ed on the need for full implement of the Minsk
agreement and also on our determination to
maintain the sanctions on Russia until the
Minsk agreement is fully implemented.

It's a—brutal history is returned to us and
to—brutal history and the politics of fait ac-
compli. And this is why I think this is so impor-
tant for Europe and for America that we have
to not only speak in one voice, but also to act in
unison, because who we are tomorrow de-
pends on what we do today.

And T deeply believe that now is the best
time to some kind of renaissance of faith in our
community. And you Americans express this
need, I think, in the most convincing phrase I
know: “United we stand, divided we fall.” This,
I am convinced, it’s true.

Thank you much.

President Obama. Thank you very much, ev-

erybody.

[At this point, many reporters spoke at once.]
Iran

Q. Mr. President, any reaction to the Re-
publican letter to Iran?

President Obama. I'm sorry, what’s that?

Q. The Republican letter to Iran?

President Obama. What about it?

Q. Could you comment on that?

President Obama. Well, 1 think it’s some-
what ironic to see some Members of Congress
wanting to make common cause with the hard-
liners in Iran. It’s an unusual coalition. I think
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what we’re going to focus on right now is actu-
ally seeing whether we can get a deal or not.
And once we do, then well—if we do, then
we’ll be able to make the case to the American
people, and I'm confident we'll be able to im-
plement it.

All right. Thank you very much everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:12 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Chancellor Angela
Merkel of Germany; and President Frangois
Hollande of France. He also referred to the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) ter-
rorist organization.

Statement on the Wisconsin Legislature’s Passage of Legislation To Prohibit
Labor Unions From Collecting Mandatory Fees

March 9, 2015

It’s no coincidence that the rise of the mid-
dle class in America coincided in large part
with the rise of unions: workers who organized
together for higher wages, better working con-
ditions, and the benefits and protections that
most workers take for granted today. So it’s in-
excusable that, over the past several years, just
when middle class families and workers need
that kind of security the most, there’s been a
sustained, coordinated assault on unions led by
powerful interests and their allies in govern-
ment.

So I'm deeply disappointed that a new anti-
worker law in Wisconsin will weaken, rather
than strengthen, workers in the new economy.

Wisconsin is a State built by labor, with a
proud proworker past. So even as its Governor
claims victory over working Americans, I'd en-
courage him to try and score a victory for work-
ing Americans by taking meaningful action to
raise their wages and offer them the security of
paid leave. That’s how you give hard-working
middle class families a fair shot in the new
economy, not by stripping their rights in the
workplace, but by offering them all the tools
they need to get ahead.

NOTE: The statement referred to Gov. Scott K.
Walker of Wisconsin.

Remarks on Signing a Memorandum on a Student Aid Bill of Rights To Help

Ensure Affordable Loan Repayment
March 10, 2015

Well, this is an opportunity to get a head
start on what we're going to be talking
about down in Atlanta, Georgia. One of the
things that’s been uppermost on my mind
is, how do we make sure that every young
person in this country who is willing to put
in the effort can afford to go to college?
And as part of that overall process, we're
going to be talking today about a Student
Bill of Rights.

This is part of it. It’s an executive action that
we're able to take to streamline and improve
the manner in which the Federal Government
interacts with students when it comes to stu-
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dent loans, and it will be part of a broader
overview that I talk about while we’re in Atlan-
ta. All right?

[At this point, the President signed the memo-
randum. |

There you go. Thank you, everybody. Let’s
get on the plane. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:13 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. The mem-
orandum is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.
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