AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Feb. 19 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2015

So without this place, Michelle wouldn’t be
where she was. There’s a reason why I've got
one of the original copies of the program for
the March on Washington, a march for jobs
and justice, with A. Philip Randolph’s name
right there as the first speaker, framed in my
office. Because without Pullman, T might not
be there. Of course, without Michelle, I'd defi-
nitely not be there. [Laughter] Whoever she
married would be there. [Laughter]

So, to the young people here today, that’s
what I hope you take away from this place. It is
right that we think of our national monuments
as these amazing vistas and mountains and riv-
ers. But part of what we’re preserving here is
also history. It’s also understanding that places
that look ordinary are nothing but extraordi-
nary. The places you live are extraordinary,
which means you can be extraordinary. You
can make something happen, the same way
these workers here at Pullman made some-
thing happen.

That’s not to tell you that life is always going
to be fair or even that America will always live
up to its ideals. But it is to teach us that no
matter who you are, you stand on the shoulder
of giants. You stand on the site of great historic
movements. And that means you can initiate
great historic movements by your own actions.

Generations before you fought and sacri-
ficed, and some lost their jobs and some lost
their lives to give you a better chance to be
what A. Philip Randolph called the master of

your fate. And I think all they’d ask for in re-
turn is that you take advantage of that, and
when your time comes, you'll fight just as hard
to give somebody else that chance.

Because for all the progress that we've
made—and we have made a lot of progress—
our moral revolution is unfinished. And it’s up
to each of us to protect that promise of Amer-
ica and expand that promise of opportunity
for all people. That long march has never
been easy. This place, historic Pullman,
teaches us we have to keep standing firm and
together. That’s the story of who we are.
That’s the story of our past. And I have no
doubt that we will pass the torch from genera-
tion to generation so that it is the story of our
future as well.

So thank you, everybody. Thank you, Chica-
go. Thank you, Pullman. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. at Gwen-
dolyn Brooks College Preparatory Academy. In
his remarks, he referred to D’Andre J. Weaver,
principal, Gwendolyn Brooks College Preparato-
ry Academy; and former Mayor Richard M. Dal-
ey of Chicago. He also referred to his mother-in-
law Marian Robinson. Following his remarks, the
President signed the proclamation establishing
the Pullman National Monument. The procla-
mations of February 19 and February 24 are list-
ed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks to Campaign Volunteers for Mayor Rahm I. Emanuel and Alderman

William D. Burns in Chicago
February 19, 2015

Hello, everybody! It is great to see all of you
here on a phone bank. And T just want to first
of all say Rahm Emanuel and Will Burns—
where did Will go? Where is Will? Will, come
on over here.

The reason I want to say something about
Will is because it wasn’t that long ago when
Will was doing what you all are doing. He
didn’t have a fancy suit and pinstripes.
[Laughter] And our office was a little smaller
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than this, and things were a little more rag-
gedy and less organized. But when you see
somebody who worked with you as a young
person and then coming up and doing great
things now as an alderman, we could not be
prouder. And I would expect that he’s going to
do fine in my ward, because he’s my own—
and I hope my trees are being trimmed.
[Laughter] Although, not right now, I guess.
1It’s a little cold.



But the main reason I'm here is just to say
thank you to all of you who are helping out
Rahm. Rahm Emanuel is somebody who cares
deeply about this city. He cares deeply about
the children of this city. He’s been willing to
make some really hard decisions on behalf of
those children and on behalf of our future. Ev-
erybody knows that he is passionate and he is
tough and he is dogged in making sure that the
city of Chicago is not just the coldest city—
[laughter]—Dbut also the greatest city.

And you look at what’s been accomplished
in education, what’s been accomplished in
terms of the infrastructure, bringing jobs back
to this city, I have confidence as a voter, and as
a resident of Chicago, that he’s going to contin-
ue to do a great job.
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But the only way that happens is if people
get out there and vote. So all of you are critical
to the process. Those of us standing here, we
benefit from your willingness to be involved
and participate in this great civic exercise we
call democracy. And you're doing it on behalf
of not only a great mayor, but also a great
friend of mine. I couldn’t be prouder. I'm glad
he’s my mayor, and I'm glad he’s going to be
my mayor for another 4 years.

Keep on making calls! Don’t stop! Don’t
stop!

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:12 p.m. at a
campaign office for Mayor Emanuel and Al-
derman Burns. Audio was not available for ver-
ification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Meeting

February 20, 2015

The President. Hello, Democrats! Good to
see all of you. Good to see you. This looks like
a rowdy crowd. I think Donna got you all—you
know, you always got to watch out for Donna.
She’s—she’ll get you in trouble.

Everybody, have a seat. Have a seat. Have a
seat.

Audience member. We love you, Obama!

The President. Oh, I love you back. Good to
see you.

I want to thank Debbie Wasserman Schultz
for being an outstanding chair of our party. She
is a great partner. I want to thank our CEO,
Amy Dacey, for the hard work she is doing day
in and day out. To the Governors and the legis-
lators and the mayors, State party leaders,
DNC members, officers, and whoever else is
here—[laughter]—young Democrats—I am
thrilled to be with you.

Most importantly, thank you to every Amer-
ican in all 50 States who helps our party thrive
at the grassroots level every single day. Be-
cause that’s part of who we are—grassroots.

It’s been about a year since our last meeting,
and as I had indicated, as I had predicted, it
was a breakthrough year for America. Last
year, our economy created more than 3 million
new jobs, the single best year for job growth

since the 1990s. Over the past 5 years, as said,
the longest stretch of private-sector job cre-
ation in American history, businesses adding
nearly 12 million new jobs. And in perhaps the
single most hopeful sign for middle class fami-
lies in a very long time, wages are beginning to
rise again.

So America is coming back. We've risen
from recession. We have the capacity to write
our own future. We're better positioned than
any other nation on Earth. And all that is
thanks to the hard work and sacrifice of the
American people who we serve. But it’s also
thanks to the values and the policies at the core
of this party that all of you have fought for.

As Democrats, we believe in giving every
child a world-class education. And today, our
younger students have earned the highest
math and reading scores on record. Our high
school graduation rate is at an alltime high.
More Americans are graduating from college
than ever before.

As Democrats, we believe in reducing our
dependence on foreign oil and protecting our
planet. Today, America is number one in oil,
number one in gas, number one in wind pow-
er. Every 3 weeks, we bring on line as much
solar power as we did in the entire year of
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