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“Growing up in America has been such a
blessing,” Yusor said recently. “It doesn’t mat-
ter where you come from. There’s so many dif-

ferent people from so many different places, of
different backgrounds and religions—but here,
we’re all one.”

Joint Statement by Group of Seven Leaders on the Situation in Ukraine
February 13, 2015

We, the leaders of Canada, France, Germa-
ny, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, the
United States, the President of the European
Council and the President of the European
Commission welcome the “Package of Mea-
sures for the Implementation of the Minsk
Agreements” adopted by their original signato-
ries on 12th February 2015 in Minsk. Imple-
mentation of the “Minsk Package” offers a way
forward to a comprehensive, sustainable, and
peaceful resolution to the crisis in eastern
Ukraine.

However, the G7 remains concerned about
the situation in Ukraine, in particular in view of
the fighting around Debaltseve where Russian-
backed separatist militias are operating beyond
the line of contact agreed upon in the Minsk
agreements of September 2014, causing nu-
merous civilian casualties. We urge all sides to
adhere strictly to the provisions of the Package
and to carry out its measures without delay,
starting with a ceasefire on the 15th of Febru-
ary. All parties should refrain from actions in
the coming days that would hinder the start of
the ceasefire. The G7 stands ready to adopt ap-
propriate measures against those who violate
the “Minsk package” and therefore intensify

the costs for them, in particular against those
who do not observe the agreed comprehensive
ceasefire and withdrawal of heavy weapons.

We again condemn Russia’s illegal annexa-
tion of Crimea which is in violation of interna-
tional law.

The G7 welcomes the agreement in princi-
ple reached on the 12th of February by the
IMF and the government of Ukraine on a new
economic reform program that will be support-
ed by an IMF Extended Fund Facility. The G7
members look forward to prompt consider-
ation of the program by the IMF Executive
Board. We are providing financial assistance to
support Ukraine. This international assistance
will help Ukraine in the ambitious economic
reforms it is undertaking to restore economic
growth and improve the living standards of the
Ukrainian people. We commend the govern-
ment of Ukraine for its commitment to imple-
ment this ambitious reform agenda with regard
to economic, rule-of-law, and democratic re-
forms.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

The President’s Weekly Address
February 14, 2015

Hi, everybody. In my State of the Union Ad-
dress, I laid out my ideas to help working fami-
lies feel more secure and earn the skills re-
quired to advance in a world of constant
change. And in a new economy that’s increas-
ingly built on knowledge and innovation, a core
element of this middle class economics is how
we prepare our kids for the future.

For decades, we threw money at education
without making sure our schools were actually

improving or whether we were giving teachers
the tools they need or whether our taxpayer
dollars were being used effectively. And our
kids too often paid the price.

Now, over the past few years, we’ve seen
signs that our elementary and secondary
school students are doing better. Last year,
our younger students earned the highest
math and reading scores on record. Last
week, we learned that our high school
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