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So I firmly believe that it’s time to address this
injustice for every American.

Now, Congress has spent 40 years—four de-
cades—considering legislation that would help
solve the problem. That’s a long time. [Laugh-
ter] And yet they still haven’t gotten it done.
Senators Terry [Tammy]* Baldwin and Jeff
Merkley are here. They have been champions
of this issue for a long, long time. We are very
proud of them. I know they will not stop fight-
ing until fair treatment for all workers is the
Federal law of the land. And we want to thank
them for that. [Applause]

But I’m going to do what I can, with the au-
thority I have, to act. The rest of you, of course,
need to keep putting pressure on Congress to
pass Federal legislation that resolves this prob-
lem once and for all.

Audience member. Amen!
The President. Amen. Amen! Got the

“amen” corner here. [Laughter]

[At this point, the President sang.]

The President. “Well”—[laughter]. You don’t
want to get me preaching, now. [Laughter]

For more than two centuries, we have
strived, often at great cost, to form a more per-
fect Union, to make sure that we the people
applies to all the people. Many of us are only

here because others fought to secure rights
and opportunities for us. And we’ve got a re-
sponsibility to do the same for future genera-
tions. We’ve got an obligation to make sure
that the country we love remains a place where
no matter who you are or what you look like or
where you come from or how you started out
or what your last name is or who you love—no
matter what, you can make it in this country.

That’s the story of America. That’s the story
of this movement. I want to thank all of you for
doing your part. We’ve got a long way to go,
but I hope as everybody looks around this
room you are reminded of the extraordinary
progress that we have made not just in our life-
times, but in the last 5 years. In the last 2 years.
In the last 1 year. We’re on the right side of
history.

I’m going to sign this Executive order.
Thank you, everybody.

[The President signed the Executive order.]

The President. We made it. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:39 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. Executive
Order 13672 is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Remarks on the Situations in Ukraine and Gaza
July 21, 2014

Good morning, everybody. I wanted to
make a brief statement about the tragedy in
Ukraine. Before I do, though, I want to note
that Secretary Kerry has departed for the Mid-
dle East. As I’ve said many times, Israel has a
right to defend itself against rocket and tunnel
attacks from Hamas. And as a result of its oper-
ations, Israel has already done significant dam-
age to Hamas’s terrorist infrastructure in Gaza.
I’ve also said, however, that we have serious
concerns about the rising number of Palestin-
ian civilian deaths and the loss of Israeli lives.
And that is why it now has to be our focus and

the focus of the international community to
bring about a cease-fire that ends the fighting
and that can stop the deaths of innocent civil-
ians, both in Gaza and in Israel.

So Secretary Kerry will meet with allies and
partners. I’ve instructed him to push for an im-
mediate cessation of hostilities based on a re-
turn to the November 2012 cease-fire agree-
ment between Israel and Hamas in Gaza. The
work will not be easy. Obviously, there are
enormous passions involved in this and some
very difficult strategic issues involved. Never-
theless, I’ve asked John to do everything he can

 * White House correction.
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to help facilitate a cessation to hostilities. We
don’t want to see any more civilians getting
killed.

With respect to Ukraine, it’s now been 4
days since Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 was shot
down over territory controlled by Russian-
backed separatists in Ukraine. Over the last
several days, our hearts have been absolutely
broken as we’ve learned more about the ex-
traordinary and beautiful lives that were lost:
men, women, and children and infants who
were killed so suddenly and so senselessly.

Our thoughts and prayers continue to be
with their families around the world who are
going through just unimaginable grief. I’ve had
the opportunity to speak to a number of lead-
ers around the world whose citizens were lost
on this flight, and all of them remain in a state
of shock, but frankly, also in a state of outrage.

Our immediate focus is on recovering those
who were lost, investigating exactly what hap-
pened, and putting forward the facts. We have
to make sure that the truth is out and that ac-
countability exists.

Now, international investigators are on the
ground. They have been organized. I’ve sent
teams; other countries have sent teams. They
are prepared, they are organized, to conduct
what should be the kinds of protocols and
scouring and collecting of evidence that should
follow any international incident like this. And
what they need right now is immediate and full
access to the crash site. They need to be able to
conduct a prompt and full and unimpeded as
well as transparent investigation. And recovery
personnel have to do the solemn and sacred
work of recovering the remains of those who
were lost.

Now, Ukrainian President Poroshenko has
declared a demilitarized zone around the crash
site. As I said before, you have international
teams already in place prepared to conduct the
investigation and recover the remains of those
who have been lost. But unfortunately, the
Russian-backed separatists who control the ar-
ea continue to block the investigation. They
have repeatedly prevented international inves-
tigators from gaining full access to the wreck-
age. As investigators approached, they fired

their weapons into the air. These separatists
are removing evidence from the crash site, all
of which begs the question, what exactly are
they trying to hide?

Moreover, these Russian-backed separatists
are removing bodies from the crash site, often-
times without the care that we would normally
expect from a tragedy like this. And this is an
insult to those who have lost loved ones. This is
the kind of behavior that has no place in the
community of nations.

Now, Russia has extraordinary influence
over these separatists. No one denies that.
Russia has urged them on. Russia has trained
them. We know that Russia has armed them
with military equipment and weapons, includ-
ing antiaircraft weapons. Key separatist leaders
are Russian citizens. So, given its direct influ-
ence over the separatists, Russia and President
Putin, in particular, has direct responsibility to
compel them to cooperate with the investiga-
tion. That is the least that they can do.

President Putin says that he supports a full
and fair investigation. And I appreciate those
words, but they have to be supported by ac-
tions. The burden now is on Russia to insist
that the separatists stop tampering with the ev-
idence, grant investigators who are already on
the ground immediate, full, and unimpeded
access to the crash site. The separatists and the
Russian sponsors are responsible for the safety
of the investigators doing their work. And
along with our allies and partners, we will be
working this issue at the United Nations today.

More broadly, as I’ve said throughout this
crisis and the crisis in Ukraine generally—and
I’ve said this directly to President Putin as well
as publicly—my preference continues to be
finding a diplomatic resolution within Ukraine.
I believe that can still happen. That is my pref-
erence today, and it will continue to be my
preference.

But if Russia continues to violate Ukraine’s
sovereignty and to back these separatists and
these separatists become more and more dan-
gerous and now are risks not simply to the peo-
ple inside of Ukraine, but the broader interna-
tional community, then Russia will only further
isolate itself from the international community,
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and the costs for Russia’s behavior will only
continue to increase.

Now is the time for President Putin and Rus-
sia to pivot away from the strategy that they’ve
been taking and get serious about trying to re-
solve hostilities within Ukraine in a way that re-
spects Ukraine’s sovereignty and respects the
right of the Ukrainian people to make their own
decisions about their own lives.

And time is of the essence. Our friends and
allies need to be able to recover those who

were lost. That’s the least we can do. That’s
the least that decency demands. Families de-
serve to be able to lay their loved ones to rest
with dignity. The world deserves to know ex-
actly what happened. And the people of
Ukraine deserve to determine their own fu-
ture.

Thanks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:16 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at a “My Brother’s Keeper”
Initiative Town Hall Meeting at the Walker-Jones Education Campus
July 21, 2014

The President. Thank you, everybody. Give
it up for Chris Paul. Everybody, have a seat.
Chris was saying he was going to be nervous,
but I’d seen all those State Farm ads, so I knew
he could perform. [Laughter] Not to mention
how he performs on the court. And I’ve gotten
a chance to know Chris over the last several
years, and his family, and he is just the kind of
person that you want in a leadership position.
We are very, very proud of him. And I’m so
grateful that he agreed to participate in this.

Hello, everybody.
Audience members. Hello!
The President. How’s all—how you all doing

today?
Audience members. Doing good.
The President. Doing good? It is good to be

at Walker-Jones. I want to thank all of you for
being here. I want to thank the school for host-
ing us. I want to thank the outstanding Mem-
bers of Congress who are here. And I want you
all to know that I’m here for a simple reason,
and that is, I want to hear from many of you,
the young people who are here today.

I just had a chance to meet with a group of
young people who are being mentored through
a new program we started at the White House.
In a few minutes, I’m going to have a chance to
take some questions from some of the young
people here today, give me a chance to hear
from you about what your concerns are, what

your dreams and hopes are, what your fears
are, and how you think we may be able to help.

And the reason it’s important for me to be
here is because when I look out at some of the
young men who are here, you’re where I was
40—35 years ago. [Laughter] I was trying to do
the math in my head. I’m not that old yet. And
I’ve had a chance to talk to some young people
in the past, and I always say that I see myself in
the young men who are coming up now.

When I was in my teens, I didn’t have a fa-
ther in the house. It took me a while to realize
that I was angry about that, and I acted out in
some ways. I was raised by a single mom. We
didn’t have a lot in terms of wealth, although
we had a lot of love in the house, and my
grandparents helped out. But despite their
best efforts, sometimes, I made some bad
choices. I didn’t always take school as serious
as I should have. I made excuses sometimes for
misbehavior.

The only difference between me and ex-
traordinarily talented young men that I see all
across the country is, I was living in a pretty
forgiving environment. So, if I made a mistake,
I often had a second chance, or I often had a
third chance. And some of the costs of making
mistakes, they weren’t deadly. I wasn’t going to
end up shot. I wasn’t going to end up in jail.

And as a consequence, for the last 5, 6, 10
years, I’ve constantly been thinking about, how
can I make sure that I’m evening out the odds
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