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and do it without Congress having to do any-
thing.

We’ll do what we can administratively. I
think the useful question not simply for the
Governor, but for John Boehner and Mitch
McConnell and the other members of the Tex-
as delegation is why wouldn’t you go ahead and
pass a bill to give us additional resources to
solve the very problem that you say is urgent?

Jackie [Jackie Calmes, New York Times].

Child Migration From Central America to the
U.S./Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
Policy/Immigration Reform Legislation

Q. Mr. President, there’s been a number of
Republicans who have said that DACA, the de-
ferred action Executive order from 2012 that
you signed, is to blame, that it was an invita-
tion——

The President. Right.
Q. ——that these other children are now

taking up on. What do you say to that?
The President. If you look at the pattern of

immigration into our country, we are at actual-
ly a significantly lower level in terms of overall
immigration flow—illegal immigration flow
than we were when I took office.

I think that the challenge we have that has
really caused a spike is the significant security
challenges in these Central American coun-
tries themselves and the fact that you’ve got
smugglers who are increasingly recognizing
that they can make money by transporting
these folks, often in very dangerous circum-
stances, to the border and taking advantage of
the compassion of the American people, recog-
nizing that we’re not going to simply leave
abandoned children who are left at our door-

step, but that we’ve got to care for them and
provide them some basic safety and security
while we determine where we can send them.

But I think one of the most important things
that we’re going to have to recognize—this is
not going to be a short-term problem, this is a
long-term problem—we have countries that
are pretty close to us in which the life chances
of children are just far, far worse than they are
here. And parents who are frightened or are
misinformed about what’s possible are willing
to take extraordinary risks on behalf of their
kids. The more that we can do to help these
countries get their acts together, then the less
likely we are to have a problem at the borders.

And the fact of the matter is, is that DACA
and comprehensive immigration reform gener-
ally would allow us to reallocate resources pre-
cisely because all the budget of DHS, instead
of us chasing after families that may have been
living here for 5 or 10 years and have kids who
are U.S. citizens and are law abiding, save for
the fact that they didn’t come here legally, if
they have to earn citizenship, paying taxes,
learning English, paying a fine, going to the
back of the line, but they are no longer a en-
forcement priority, that suddenly frees up a
huge amount of resources to do exactly the
kinds of things that many Republicans have
been calling for us to do and that we’ve tried to
within the resource limitations that we have.

All right? Thank you, everybody. Appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6 p.m. at Dallas
Love Field airport. In his remarks, he referred
to Secretary of Homeland Security Jeh C.
Johnson; and Texas Health and Human Servic-
es Executive Commissioner Kyle L. Janek.

Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Dinner in
Dallas
July 9, 2014

Well, to the whole Stanley family, because
we’ve got a whole crew here, I want to say
thank you. Marc and Wendy have just been
great friends for such a long time and great
supporters not just to me, but of good causes

here in Texas and all across the country, and
we couldn’t ask for better friends. And we’re
really thankful to all of them.

And Marc is entirely right to say that my
greatest accomplishments as President had to
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do with having a great Speaker of the House,
and I want her back with her hand on the gav-
el. She is tough, she is smart, and she has a
heart as big as Texas, even though she’s from
California. [Laughter] Nancy Pelosi.

I want to spend most of the time in conver-
sation, so I’m not going to make a long speech
at the front end. Let me offer just a simple
proposition. I’m not running for reelection.
[Laughter] Not just because of the Constitu-
tion, but also because of my wife. [Laughter]
And so I think I can say this not because I’m
trying to get votes, but simply to state the facts.
There’s almost no economic measure by which
we are not better off now than we were when I
took office. And let me—just in case folks are
wondering, let me just make sure everybody is
clear. When I came into office, Nancy was
Speaker, and we were facing the worst eco-
nomic crisis since the Great Depression. Actu-
ally, the contraction was larger, we now know,
than during the initial stages of the Great De-
pression.

And because of the incredible resilience of
the American people, but because we made
some smart decisions very early on, tough deci-
sions, what we have now seen is 52 straight
months of job growth, 10 million jobs created;
unemployment rate is the lowest it has been
since September of 2008, before I was elected.
This first 6 months of the year, we’ve seen the
fastest job growth since 1999. Manufacturing
job growth, highest since the nineties. Deficit,
been cut by more than half. The uninsur-
ance—the number of uninsured has dropped
because of the Affordable Care Act. Health
care inflation is the slowest it’s been in 50
years. Energy production has gone off the
charts. We are now producing more oil than
we import for the first time in a very long time.
Solar power we’ve increased by 10 times, wind
power by 3 times. We’ve reduced our carbon
footprint faster than just about any industrial-
ized country in the world. Our dropout rate has
gone down; Latino dropout rate has been cut
by more than half. College attendance rates
are the highest they’ve ever been.

So, on measure after measure—the auto in-
dustry comes surging back; we passed legisla-

tion that firms up the financial system, but also
makes sure that if companies take excessive
bets now, they’re the ones left holding the tab
instead of taxpayers. So, by all outward appear-
ances, we are indisputably better off than when
I was elected, in part because we took some re-
ally tough decisions early.

But what’s also true is, is that people are
anxious out there. Part of it is still feeling trau-
matized by the crisis and the scale of it and
people seeing their housing values plummet
and the stock market taking a hit. And even
though the stock market is at record highs now
and housing has recovered, people still feel
things are a little more fragile. And they had to
go through a lot of deleveraging, getting rid of
excess debt.

But a lot of it also just has to do with the fact
that as things improve, a basic trend that’s
been going on for quite some time continues,
which is wages, incomes of ordinary folks not
going up even though productivity is going up,
corporate profits are going up. The average
person still feels, no matter how hard I work, I
don’t feel like I’m getting ahead the way I
should, and I’m worried about the next genera-
tion and whether my child or grandchild is go-
ing to have the same opportunities that I have.

The good news is, we actually know what to
do about it. We know that if we increase the
minimum wage, millions of people would ben-
efit. We know that if we pass equal pay for
equal work legislation, that that’s going to help
not just women, it’s going to help families, be-
cause when women succeed, America suc-
ceeds. We know that we’ve got $2 trillion
worth of deferred maintenance to our infra-
structure. We could put people back to work
all across the country—and those jobs can’t be
exported—rebuilding our roads and our bridg-
es and our ports, our airports.

If we implemented a plan that’s been sitting
on the shelf for lack of funding, but is techni-
cally feasible right now, to redo our whole air
traffic control system, we would reduce the fu-
el that airlines need by 30 percent, which, with
corresponding benefits to the environment,
those savings could then be passed on to
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customers. Delays at airports would be drasti-
cally reduced.

We know that early childhood education
gives you a $7 benefit for every dollar you in-
vest and would also help alleviate the challeng-
es of childcare. I was in Minnesota with a
young woman who had written me a letter, just
a wonderful woman. Her husband had lost a
job in construction. He’s a carpenter, worked
for a railway at drastically reduced pay. She
went back to school even though she had a
small child, became an accountant. Together,
they dug themselves out of debt. She’s doing
pretty well now, but she says, you know, I’m
paying $2,000 for my two little boys a month in
childcare costs; there’s no way we can get
ahead. We could help her. We could help all
these young people.

Yesterday, in Denver, a young person—a
young woman, math major, what you want to
see, excelling in school, but she’s worried
about the kind of debt she is accruing. There is
legislation right now in the Senate and the
House that would allow young people to be
able to consolidate and refinance their debt,
save themselves thousands of dollars. We know
things that would work.

And there’s one reason they’re not happen-
ing. And that is, is that you’ve got a Republican
Party right now, particularly House Republi-
cans, whose only agenda seems to be to say no.
They say no to minimum wage, they say no to
fair pay, no to extending unemployment bene-
fits and, so far, no to just renewing the highway
trust fund so people don’t get laid off of the
projects that are already going on. And of
course, no to immigration reform.

So I enjoyed meeting with Governor Perry.
And by the way, he had some suggestions that I
said I actually agree with, which is why they’re
in the supplemental bill that I just sent to Con-
gress. [Laughter] Why don’t you get the Texas
Republican delegation to pass it. Because the
question is, are we interested in political
gamesmanship, or are we actually trying to
solve a problem? And the problem we have
right now is, is that there’s just a lot of political
positioning, but there’s a big, fat zero when it
comes to action on the part of these folks to try

to solve the problems that are on the minds of
the American people right now.

Now, I always say, Democrats are not per-
fect. There are times where we’ve got our own
ideological blind spots. There are times where
we don’t act as boldly as we should on issues
that are important, but tough politically. Ev-
erybody in Washington, they have to be re-
elected, and sometimes, it takes the public a
while to get to places even when it’s the right
thing to do. And so Democrats aren’t perfect.
And by the way, my favorite President hap-
pened to be the first Republican President, a
guy named Abraham Lincoln. [Laughter]

But right now, at this moment in our history,
the reason we’re not making progress is be-
cause you’ve got a party on the other side that
has become so ideologically rigid, so invested
in an economic theory that says if folks at the
top do well and there are no regulations on
banks or insurance companies or credit card
companies or polluters, that somehow every-
body does well. You’ve got a party that is so in-
vested in obstruction than compromise and
producing on behalf of the American people
that truthfully this is not an issue of “a plague
on both your houses.”

Democrats are prepared to act on behalf of
middle class families and their concerns. We’re
prepared to do hard things on behalf of that
young woman who needs help on childcare
and on behalf of that young woman who needs
help on her college education. And we’re will-
ing to do some tough things on behalf of mak-
ing sure that we have secure borders as well as
making sure that we’ve got a smarter system of
legal immigration and that we lift people out of
the shadows who have lived here, oftentimes,
for a very long time.

We’re prepared to do tough things. And
we’d love to have a partner on the other side.
But we don’t right now. And that means that
the American people are going to have to call
to question, and they’re going to have to say to
the other side, you know what, if you guys
don’t have a single idea to help us on anything
and you can’t compromise on anything, and
the only thing you’ve produced during the 4
years that you’ve been in power is a Govern-
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ment shutdown and us coming to the brink of
defaulting for the first time in 200 years and af-
fecting the full faith and credit of the American
people—if that’s all you’ve got to offer, well,
maybe you need to reflect for a while on why it
is that you’re in politics and what public service
means.

So we’ve got one problem, and the problem
is cynicism. The problem is, Democrats con-
genitally vote at lower rates during midterms
because of gerrymandering—you know some-
thing about that here in Texas—and popula-
tion distribution. Even though, on every issue,
we enjoy a majority position, the House Re-
publicans don’t have to respond to that.
They’re responding to their primary Tea Party
voters. Nothing happens, that makes our folks
even more cynical, we’re less likely to vote, and
you get this vicious spiral where there’s a lot of
cynicism and a lot of unhappiness, but nothing
changes.

And the reason I hope everybody is here to-
day is because we actually can change that, but
we can only change it if we feel some urgency
about this midterm election. I want an effec-
tive, successful Republican Party. I want a loyal
opposition. But the only way that the message
is sent that you’ve got to do some common-

sense things and act based on facts and reason
as opposed to politics and ideology is if they
have a sense that people are paying attention
and that voters vote. And that’s where the
DCCC, it’s got its work cut out for it, but it can
do it because we’re on the right side of this.

We’ve got to work hard. You’ve got to work
not just—we don’t have to just work as hard as
we did during the Presidential election, we’ve
got to work harder. And I know nobody is
working harder than Nancy Pelosi. And I’m
working hard. I need you all to work hard. And
if you do, then we can deliver on behalf of all
those folks who write me letters every single
day, because they’re good people, and they feel
hopeful. But they need a little help, and I want
to give it to them, and Nancy wants to give it to
them, and I know you do too.

Thanks. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m. at the
residence of Marc R. and Wendy Stanley. In
his remarks, he referred to St. Anthony, MN,
resident Rebekah Erler, her husband Ben Erl-
er, and their sons Jack and Henry; and Eliza-
beth Cooper, student, University of Northern
Colorado. Audio was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Austin, Texas
July 9, 2014

The President. Thank you, everybody. Good
to see you. Good to be here. Good to be here.
Thank you.

Well, first of all, it’s just good to be back in
Austin—love this town. Love Austin, Texas. I
do. I remember the first fundraiser I had down
here in Austin when I was running for the U.S.
Senate, and it was around this time of year. It
was so hot that when I was done, I had to get
rid of the shirt. [Laughter] It just never recov-
ered. [Laughter]

The last time I took a walk unencumbered
was in Austin, Texas. True story. This is before a
debate in the primary. And I walked along the
river, and I got about probably a mile, mile and a
half, and then some people started spotting me
so that by the time—Secret Service got nervous,

and then by the time we got back, there was a
big rope line, and there was all the fuss. And I
have wistful memories of that walk. [Laughter]

And I remember going to a bar or club, hon-
ky-tonk around here, and singing on stage.
[Laughter] I wasn’t very good, but people were
enthusiastic anyway. I’ve had really good bar-
becue here. But most importantly, I just love
the people of Austin. They’re just good people.
I forget, I actually got down into the Longhorn
Stadium and tossed the football with Colt and
Coach Brown. Every time I come here, I have
fun. And tonight is no exception because we
are in an extraordinary setting.

I’m going to use my creativity by taking off
my jacket. And perhaps if the press wasn’t
here, I’d be creative and jump in the pool.
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