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work. Our men and women in uniform and our
military families don’t just work to keep us
safe, they’re also strengthening our country
here at home. They’re volunteering at schools,
congregations, our communities. With our
combat mission coming to a close in Afghani-
stan, it means more of our extraordinary mili-
tary members are going to be home for the
holidays, back where they belong. And that is
the most important blessing of all.

But what’s also great is that we’re now see-
ing our incredible military—some who may be
leaving the military—able to provide that same
dedication, that same sense of service to orga-
nizations throughout the country, sometimes
in a volunteer capacity, sometimes in a profes-
sional capacity. And we are very proud of that.
Lieutenant General Osman is just a great ex-
ample of the ongoing spirit of duty and service
that is instilled in our Armed Forces. So we are
so grateful to all of you.

With that, I want to wish everybody a merry
Christmas, a happy New Year, and let’s get
sorting. I am positive that girls, zero to 2, that’s
perfect for the “Call of Duty” video game.
[Laughter] Isn’t that right?

The First Lady. The what video game?
The President. See, she didn’t even get the

joke. [Laughter]
The First Lady. I wasn’t listening.
The President. She wasn’t listening to me.

[Laughter] Thank you, everybody. God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:42 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to actor J. William Ferrell
in his role as Buddy the Elf in the movie “Elf”;
and Lt. Gen. Henry P. Osman, USMC (Ret.),
in his capacity as president and chief executive
officer of Toys for Tots. The First Lady re-
ferred to Lt. Gen. Richard P. Mills, USMC,
commander, Marine Forces Reserve; Lt. Col.
David A. Johnson, USMC, Second Civil Affairs
Group; and First Sgt. Ocie L. Lowery, USMC.

Statement on the Death of Judy Baar Topinka
December 10, 2014

Michelle and I were saddened to learn of the
passing of Illinois State Comptroller Judy Baar
Topinka. Judy was an institution in Illinois poli-
tics. Her public service spanned more than 30
years, including her tenure in the State legisla-
ture and as chair of the Illinois Republican Par-
ty. Judy was a fierce advocate for her constitu-
ents, which I got to see firsthand when she was

State treasurer, the first woman to hold that of-
fice. She was blunt, pragmatic, unfailingly
cheerful and energetic, and always willing to
put politics aside to find commonsense solu-
tions that made a difference for the people of
Illinois. She will be greatly missed. Michelle
and I extend our deepest sympathies to Judy’s
family, friends, and constituents today.

Remarks at a Meeting of the President’s Export Council and an Exchange
With Reporters
December 11, 2014

[The President joined the meeting in progress.]

The President. I’m so sorry I’m late, people.
Usually, I’ve been on—I’m a pretty timely guy.
[Laughter] But it seems like there’s quite a few
things on my agenda today. [Laughter] But I
think we’re going to bring in the pool. And I’m
just going to make some quick remarks at the

top, and then everybody can fill me in on the
great work that the Council’s been doing. Tell
me when you’re ready, everybody. All good?

White House aide. We’re all set.
The President. Well, good morning, every-

body. I just want to offer a few thoughts before
you return to the meeting. Obviously, we’ve
seen some significant economic progress here
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in the United States over the last year. Our
businesses have added almost 11 million jobs
over the past 57 months. This year, our econo-
my has already created more jobs [than]* in
any year since the 1990s, with still a month to
go. All told, since 2010, we’ve created more
jobs here in the United States than Japan, Eu-
rope, and all advanced nations combined.

And one of the reasons that we’ve been able
to create so many jobs here in the United
States is because our exports have been strong.
Last year, our businesses sold a record $2.3
trillion of “Made in America” goods and servic-
es. And these exports support more than 11
million American jobs, typically, by the way,
jobs that pay higher wages.

And so this Council is designed to build on
this progress. It is in part a factor in the prog-
ress that we’ve made. We’ve had some terrific
suggestions from some of our leading business-
es, but also some small businesses and medi-
um-sized businesses who are starting to sell
overseas. The recommendations that have
been generated by these—the Council have
then been implemented by our various agen-
cies. And we’re here not to rest on our laurels,
but rather to continue to make a big push to
sell even more overseas.

I’ve said before, I will go anywhere around
the world to go to bat for American companies
and American workers. We’re going to keep on
pushing trade agreements that benefit Ameri-
can companies and American workers and en-
sure that we’ve got a fair and even playing
field, particularly in the fastest growing mar-
kets. We’re going to work with Congress to try
to renew trade promotion authority and secure
approval for a very ambitious Trans-Pacific
Partnership agreement, which would create a
higher standard for trade in the fastest grow-
ing, most populous and dynamic region in the
world, the Asia-Pacific region.

We’re also announcing—because manufac-
turing has been a real bright spot in our grow-
ing economy—some additional measures to
boost manufacturing here in the United States
so we can sell more manufacturing goods over-

seas. We’re announcing today more than $290
million in new investments to launch two addi-
tional high-tech manufacturing hubs. One is
going to be focusing on flexible computer chips
that can be woven into everything from the
gears in a helicopter to the fabric in your shirt.
Another is going to focus on advance sensors
that can dramatically cut energy costs for our
factories.

So far, we have launched 8 of these hubs,
and we intend to get 16 done, so we’re more
than half of the way there. And they’re helping
us to compete for the next generation of manu-
facturing. One of the reasons that manufactur-
ing has been growing faster here than the over-
all economy is because of real savings on the
energy front, outstanding workers, but also,
because our companies have retooled and once
again made that investment in innovation that
has been the hallmark of American manufac-
turing for years.

I also want to thank many of the folks
around this room who’ve been working with us
to find ways that we can increase and improve
the pipeline for skilled workers going into the
companies that ultimately end up exporting
goods and services overseas. To make sure that
our workers have those skills, today my Secre-
tary of Labor, Tom Perez, is announcing a
$100 million competition to help expand ap-
prenticeship programs across our country.
Many of the companies around this table have
helped design it or are already participating in
these apprenticeship programs. They give tal-
ented, motivated young people the chance to
get an outstanding career. They get a pathway,
a door open to them, that allows them to suc-
ceed and secure a position in the middle class,
and it helps us recruit the kind of workers that
are going to keep us competitive for years to
come.

Finally, we’ve got real opportunities to make
some bipartisan progress this year on some ar-
eas that will make us more competitive in this
global marketplace. For example, today, our
companies face the highest corporate tax rate
in the world on paper. There are so many

 * White House correction.
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loopholes that some end up paying a much
lower rate; some pay the full freight. It distorts
our allocation of capital. It makes us less com-
petitive relative to businesses that are head-
quartered overseas. We need to fix that. And I
think that there’s genuine interest on both the
Democratic and Republican side in making
that happen.

And so I just want to thank everybody on the
Export Council for the outstanding work that
you’ve already done. I’m looking forward to
hearing about the recommendations that you
have generated during the course of this meet-
ing. And rest assured that I will be your partner
for the remainder of my time in this office,
making sure that we have the strongest, most
competitive companies, the best workers, the
best research and development, and the high-
est exports that we’ve ever seen in our history.
All right?

Thank you very much.
Thanks, pool. Thank you, pool.

Central Intelligence Agency’s Detention and
Interrogation Program

Q. Mr. President, do you agree with John
Brennan that the CIA’s interrogation program
saved lives?

The President. We’re talking about exports,
Jon [Jonathan Karl, ABC News]. Thank you.
All right.

[At this point, the press pool was escorted out
of the room, and the meeting continued.]

President’s Export Council Chairman W.
James McNerney, Jr. Listen, thank you very
much, Mr. President. If you look historically at
the PEC, there has never been a time in its his-
tory where the administration, you personally,
and the people on your Cabinet have support-
ed this group to a greater extent. And we feel
that engagement, and your presence here to-
day once again makes that point. It energizes
us, and I think it moves the agenda along.

What we did today, we focused heavily on
trade with Ambassador Froman. I’d like to
maybe come back and get your perspective on
how we’re going to move that forward. Every-

body in the room is leaning forward in every
kind of way to get that done.

I think we reported out on the basis of six of
our subcommittees’ recommendations we’re
going to send to you, which you will get in due
course. I think the other thing we talked about
was a fact-finding trip we made to Turkey and
Poland, which I think gave everybody in this
group an on-the-ground understanding of the
leadership—the impact of the leadership of
Penny and Mike and others on furthering
our—on furthering things along.

But I think if there were two things I would
just sort of tee up—and I know we have limit-
ed time with you—one would be getting these
things done. We all think it’s the right time,
and you’ve suggested that to us at the BRT and
some other places. Any comments you’d have
for us to help you get it done.

And then the other thing that came up is
China. You’ve spent a lot of time with Presi-
dent Xi personally connecting. Penny is going
to take the leadership role, starting in Chicago
next week, JCCT. We’re trying to engage. But
any comments on China would be—those are
sort of the themes that came out of the group
this morning.

The President. Yes. Well, if you heard from
Mike Froman, then you heard from——

Chairman McNerney. The Oracle. [Laughter]
The President. ——the guy who’s in the

trenches on these trade negotiations. I’ll just
give you a couple of quick top lines.

First of all, I’m much more optimistic about
us being able to close out an agreement with
our TPP partners than I was last year. Doesn’t
mean that it’s a done deal, but I think the odds
of us being able to get a strong agreement are
significantly higher than 50–50, whereas last
year I think it was still, sort of, up for grabs.

The question then becomes, assuming we
are able to get the kind of agreement that is
good for American workers and good for
American businesses, how do we proceed in
Congress? I think that despite the fact that we
had an election I did not—I wasn’t that happy
with—[laughter]—the dynamics really don’t
change in terms of the number of votes in the
House and the Senate that are there to be got-
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ten for a good trade deal. But we have to make
the case. And I think we can make a very
strong case that what we’re doing here is really
setting a higher bar that will give us more ac-
cess to markets, will give us greater IP protec-
tion, will make sure that U.S. companies both
in goods and in services are less disadvantaged
by nontariff barriers and state support and pro-
curement practices in these countries than
they’ve been in the past.

The pushback that we’re going to get do-
mestically derives from a couple of sources.
One is from not just labor—not just organized
labor, but a public perception generally that
trade has resulted in an erosion of our manu-
facturing base as companies moved overseas in
search of lower wage labor. And my essential
response to those arguments is not to deny that
there have been some consequences to China’s
accession to the WTO and offshoring, but rath-
er, that that horse is out of the barn. We are
now in the worst of all worlds where they have
access to our markets, much of that shift in
search of low-wage labor has already occurred,
and yet we don’t have the access to those mar-
kets that are growing and no levers to force
these other countries to increase their labor
standards and their environmental standards.

So that instead of fighting the last war, what
we need to be doing is looking forward. And
there’s no doubt that what Mike is negotiating
creates higher labor standards and greater ac-
cess than the status quo. And that’s what we
should be measuring against.

I’ll give you just one very specific example,
and that’s Vietnam. I mean, Vietnam is proba-
bly the most interesting country involved in
these negotiations: A, it’s still a one-party sys-
tem that provides workers very few rights, if
any; and yet, in order to be part of TPP, they’re
having to make some pretty radical shifts in
how they treat workers. Now, it’s—they’re not
going to suddenly have the same labor stan-
dards as Germany does, but there’s going to be
an improvement. And by us establishing a
baseline for labor rights even in a country that
has traditionally had no labor rights, we’re im-
proving our position, not deteriorating our po-
sition.

The same is true for the other set of critics
that we may receive, and that is from the envi-
ronmental community, although, there’s a—di-
visions between the large environmental
groups. As I said at the BRT, I don’t know ex-
actly what Malaysia’s environmental rules are,
but I guarantee you, they are lower than ours.
[Laughter] And it—for us to be able to include
in a TPP agreement basic environmental stan-
dards is a win for us. It puts us not at a disad-
vantage, it puts us at more of an advantage.

The final criticism—not the final, but anoth-
er criticism that we’re going to receive domes-
tically is this issue of—what’s the term of art in
terms of lawsuits?

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. Right. And we’ve looked at

the facts, and generally speaking, I think the
language that’s being used allows every coun-
try to maintain its public health and safety and
welfare provisions. Really, what we’re trying to
get at here is making sure that foreign compa-
nies are not treated differently than domestic
companies. That’s the primary concern, is a
discriminatory application of rules in ways that
are arbitrary. And I think that that’s something
that all of us should agree on.

The big bugaboo that’s lifted up there is to-
bacco companies suing poorer countries to
make sure that antismoking legislation is
banned or at least tying them up with so much
legislation—or so much litigation that ulti-
mately, smaller countries cave.

Those are issues that I think can be negotiat-
ed. There are some areas of particular sensitiv-
ity or concern. But overall, the principle that
we should make sure that U.S. companies,
when they invest or export to other countries,
are abiding with their safety rules, but that
those public health and safety rules are not be-
ing discriminatorily applied or a ruse in order
to keep us out. That should be something ev-
erybody is in favor of.

So, in terms of timing, how TPP happens
versus TPA, I think regardless of the sequence,
we’re going to have to make the sale, and it’s
going to be very important for business to be
out there and champion this and show that this
is ultimately good for you, for your suppliers,
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for your workers. And if you look at all the ma-
jor exporters, you take a Boeing, presumably in
every congressional district, you’ve got to
find——

Chairman McNerney. A bunch of suppliers.
The President. ——a bunch of suppliers

who are making the case, and their workers are
making the case. So it’s not just a bunch of
CEOs calling, but it’s people who understand
that they’ve got a stake in it.

So I think that’s on the labor front. On Chi-
na, all of what we’re doing with TPP has a di-
rect application to China. China is actually not
that complicated. They will take whatever they
can get. They will exploit every advantage that
they have until they meet some resistance. But
they have a great interest in the relationship
with the United States and recognize the inter-
dependence that has evolved between our two
economies.

And so the key with China, I think, is to con-
tinue to simply press them on those areas
where trade is imbalanced, whether it’s on
their currency practices, whether it’s on IP
protection, whether it’s on their state-owned
enterprises. The business investment treaty
that they have shown an interest in negotiating
could end up being a significant piece of busi-
ness. We actually saw some movement during
my last trip on issues surrounding technology.
And I think that it’s indicative of their interest
in trying to get this right.

And by the way, if we get—there’s been
some suggestion that by doing TPP we’re try-
ing to contain or disadvantage China. We’re
actually not. What we are trying to do is make
sure that rather than a race to the bottom in
the region, there’s a reasonable bar within
which we can operate. And we hope that then
China actually joins us in not necessarily for-
mally being a member of TPP, but in adopting
some of the best practices that ensure fairness
in operations.

So—and the climate change announcement
that we made was very significant. For those of
you who are impacted by the power plant rule
that the EPA is initiating here, it’s good to
know that one of the arguments that’s always
been made about us dealing with climate

change or environmental issues generally here
in the United States is, well, it puts us at a dis-
advantage with China. Well, we’re trying to
take away that excuse by making sure that Chi-
na is also abiding by higher standards and in a
verifiable way. So we’re going to be focused on
that. Okay?

Chairman McNerney. Do you have time for
one more question?

The President. One more question.
Chairman McNerney. I think one of the

things we talked about this morning with Vice
President Biden was Russia sanctions. And I
think, by and large, the business community,
while there’s some debate about exactly to
what degree this, that, or the other thing, that
these have been implemented very successful-
ly and very methodically, worked well with the
business community to maximize impact, while
minimizing impact to us.

And so there was a pretty robust discussion
that I think many of us in the room ended up
saying, whether we’re in the third inning or the
eighth inning, just keep moving. And then,
there’s a lot of support in the business commu-
nity for what you’re doing, keeping Europe
lined up, which is our biggest concern. Merkel
seems to be hanging in there. And anyway, the
Vice President gave us a very robust discus-
sion. Any views from you? I know you’ve talked
to a lot of your peers on the subject.

The President. Joe has been very close to
this, so he probably gave you a pretty sound
overview. I think you identified what’s been
important in this process, and that is our ability
to keep Europe in lockstep with us. There may
be some movement out of Congress for us to
get out ahead of Europe further. We have ar-
gued that that would be counterproductive.
And we may need some help from the business
community in making that argument to the
soon-to-be chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee and others.

Putin does not have good cards, and he actu-
ally has not played them as well as sometimes
the Western press seems to give him credit for.
There’s been an improvisational quality to this
whole process because the situation in Ukraine
actually took Russia by surprise. And it’s work-
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ing for him politically, domestically, but pro-
foundly damaging in terms of their economy
long term, not just short term.

Where Putin will succeed is if it creates a rift
in the transatlantic relationship. If you start
seeing Europe divided from the United States,
that would be a strategic victory. And I’m in-
tent on preventing that. And the way to pre-
vent it is making sure that we are taking into
account the very real economic impact on Eu-
rope from these sanctions, being measured in
terms of how we apply them, and having some
strategic patience.

The notion that we can simply ratchet up
sanctions further and further and further, and
then, ultimately, Putin changes his mind I
think is a miscalculation. What will ultimately
lead to Russia making a strategic decision is if
they recognize that Europe is standing with us
and will be in it for the long haul and we are in
fact patient. And if they see that there aren’t
any cracks in the coalition, then, over time, you
could see them saying that the costs to their
economy outweigh whatever strategic benefits
that they get.

So you’ve got, I’m sure, everything about
Ukraine, soup to nuts, from Joe. I’ll just em-
phasize as a takeaway for the business commu-

nity that we are being—we have been success-
ful with sanctions precisely because we’ve
been systematic about it and made sure there
wasn’t a lot of daylight between us and the Eu-
ropeans. That should continue. And even
though sometimes, it’s tempting for us to say
we can go further, it won’t benefit—it won’t do
us any good if it means suddenly, Europe peels
off and then are backfilling various things that
U.S. companies are obliged to abide by.

All right?
Chairman McNerney. Terrific. Thank you

very much.
The President. Thank you for the great work

you’re doing. Keep it up.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
11:30 a.m. in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Sen. Robert P. Corker, Jr., ranking
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; and President Vladimir Vladmirovich
Putin of Russia. Chairman McNerney referred
to Secretary of Commerce Penny S. Pritzker;
and Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany.
He also referred to the U.S.-China Joint Com-
mission on Commerce and Trade (JCCT).

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Global Deployment of United States
Combat-Equipped Armed Forces
December 11, 2014

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am providing this supplemental consolidat-
ed report, prepared by my Administration and
consistent with the War Powers Resolution
(Public Law 93–148), as part of my efforts to
keep the Congress informed about deploy-
ments of U.S. Armed Forces equipped for
combat.

MILITARY OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF
U.S. COUNTERTERRORISM OBJECTIVES

In furtherance of U.S. counterterrorism ef-
forts, the United States continues to work with

partners around the globe, with a particular fo-
cus on the U.S. Central Command’s and U.S.
Africa Command’s areas of responsibility. In
this context, the United States has deployed
U.S. combat-equipped forces to enhance the
counterterrorism capabilities and support the
counterterrorism operations of our friends and
allies, including special operations and other
forces for sensitive operations in various loca-
tions around the world. Specific information
about counterterrorism deployments to select
countries is provided below, and a classified
annex to this report provides further informa-
tion.
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