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condolences to Luke’s family and to his loved
ones. I also offer my thoughts and prayers to
the family of a non-U.S. citizen hostage who
was also murdered by these terrorists during
the rescue operation. Their despair and sorrow
at this time are beyond words.

It is my highest responsibility to do every-
thing possible to protect American citizens. As
this and previous hostage rescue operations
demonstrate, the United States will spare no
effort to use all of its military, intelligence, and
diplomatic capabilities to bring Americans
home safely, wherever they are located. And
terrorists who seek to harm our citizens will
feel the long arm of American justice.

Luke Somers was kidnapped 15 months ago
in Yemen and held hostage by Al Qaida in the
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP). Since his capture,
the United States has been using every tool at
our disposal to secure his release. Earlier this
week, a video released by his terrorist captors
announced that Luke would be killed within 72
hours. Other information also indicated that
Luke’s life was in imminent danger. Based on
this assessment, and as soon as there was reli-
able intelligence and an operational plan, I au-
thorized a rescue attempt yesterday. I also au-
thorized the rescue of any other hostages held
in the same location as Luke.

Luke was a photojournalist who sought
through his images to convey the lives of Ye-
menis to the outside world. He came to Yemen
in peace and was held against his will and
threatened by a despicable terrorist organiza-
tion. The callous disregard for Luke’s life is
more proof of the depths of AQAP’s depravity
and further reason why the world must never
cease in seeking to defeat their evil ideology.

As Commander in Chief, I am grateful to
the U.S. forces who carried out this mission, as
well as the previous attempt to rescue Luke,
and to the dedicated intelligence, law enforce-
ment, and diplomatic professionals who sup-
ported their efforts. I also deeply appreciate
the support and assistance provided by Presi-
dent Hadi and the Yemeni Government and
reiterate our strong commitment to combating
the shared threat posed by AQAP.

We remember Luke and his family, as well
as the families of those Americans who are still
being held captive overseas and those who
have lost loved ones to the brutality of these
and other terrorists. We remain determined to
do our utmost to bring them home and to hold
those who have done them harm accountable.

NOTE: The statement referred to Pierre
Korkie, a South African teacher who was kid-
napped in Yemen in May 2013.

Remarks at the Kennedy Center Honors Reception
December 7, 2014

The President. Well, good evening, every-
body.

Audience members. Good evening.
The President. Welcome to the White

House. Michelle and I love this event. Every-
body looks so nice. [Laughter] This is one of
our favorites. And as Lily used to say, that’s the
truth. [Laughter] Now, I—as a President, I
cannot stick out my tongue. That might cause
an international incident.

But I want to start the evening by thanking
David Rubenstein and the Kennedy Center
Trustees and the Kennedy Center’s new Presi-
dent, Deborah Rutter. Where’s Deborah? Yay!
I want to thank George and Michael Stevens,

who produce this event every year. Lately,
they’ve won an Emmy for it just about every
year as well. So we are very proud to have
them here. In fact, Michelle and I call this the
“Stevens season.” [Laughter]

President Kennedy once wrote, “The life of
the arts, far from being an interruption, a dis-
traction, in the life of a nation, is very close to
the center of a nation’s purpose—and is a test
of the quality of a nation’s civilization.”

I think Tom Hanks will agree that President
Kennedy was probably envisioning “Joe Versus
the Volcano” when he wrote that. [Laughter]
Although, I have to say, “Big” was on last night.
And that—you know, so things balance out.
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[Laughter] But it’s clear that the group on
stage with me tonight understands what Presi-
dent Kennedy understood: that our art is a re-
flection of us not just as people, but as a nation.
It binds us together. Songs and dance and film
express our triumphs and our faults, our
strengths, our tenderness in ways that some-
times words simply cannot do. And so we hon-
or those who have dedicated their lives to this
endeavor: those who have tapped into some-
thing previously unspoken or unsung or unex-
pressed; those who have shown us not simply
who they are, but who we all are; those who are
able to tap into those things we have in com-
mon and not just those things that push us
apart.

Now, I’m going to start with somebody who
I know all of you think about whenever I sing,
and that’s Reverend Al Green. [Laughter] I’ve
been keeping his traditions alive. [Laughter]

Audience member. Do it again. Do it again.
The President. No, I’m not going to do it

again. I’m not going to do it. [Laughter] No.
No. That was, like, a one-time thing. My voice
didn’t crack. It was a fluke. I can sing a little,
but I cannot sing like Al Green. Nobody can
sing like Al Green. [Applause] Nobody can
sing like Al Green. That soul, that light falsetto.
His music can bring people together. In fact,
he says he can hardly go anywhere without a
fan coming up to him, pulling out a picture of
one of their kids, and telling him which one of
his songs helped that child enter the world.
[Laughter] I embarrassed the Reverend. Look
at him, he’s all, like, “Oh man.” [Laughter]

Al was born in Forrest City, Arkansas, one of
10 kids packed into a 2-bedroom house. In his
early twenties, he signed with Hi Records and
helped bring Memphis soul into the spotlight
with songs like “Tired of Being Alone.”

Audience member. Mm-hmm.
The President. Mm-hmm. “Let’s Stay To-

gether,” “Take Me to the River.”
Audience members. Mmm. [Laughter]
The President. They’re thinking about all

those songs and how it brought people togeth-
er. [Laughter] In the 1970s, he became a pas-
tor at his church in Memphis, and later, he
started churning out a string of gospel hits that

earned him eight Grammys. And as the years
passed, he’s woven together his gospel and soul
careers, recently collaborating with the Roots,
John Legend, and his Memphis neighbor, Jus-
tin Timberlake. [Laughter] And of course, he’s
still singing from the pulpit on Sunday. As he
says, “The greatest thing that ever happened to
me . . . the little boy from Arkansas, was that
amidst all the doubts . . . I found peace.” For
the peace he found and the soul he has shared
with all of us, tonight we honor the Reverend
Al Green.

On the night of Patricia McBride’s farewell
performance at the New York City Ballet, the
crowd showered her with 13,000 roses. Thank-
fully, they cut the thorns off first. [Laughter]
And that is fitting, because when you hear
about Patricia, you hear about somebody who
is all rose and no thorn, legendary for her good
cheer, her sweetness, her unabashed joyful-
ness. And that personality translated to the
stage, where her humor and grace was
matched only by her power and stamina and
incredible athleticism. She’s one of the most
versatile dancers we’ve ever seen.

Patricia became the principal dancer at the
New York City Ballet when she was just 18
years old, the youngest to ever hold that role,
and she kept at it for 28 years, longer than any-
body else in history. By the time she was fin-
ished, some of our greatest choreographers
had written dozens of pieces just for her, which
is not bad for a shy young girl who grew up in
the shadow of World War II, putting glue on
the toes of her dance shoes to make them last
longer.

She’s the daughter of a single mom who
worked as a bank secretary in a day when most
mothers didn’t work outside the home, who
pinched pennies from that job and paid the 75
cents for each dance lesson. Today, Patricia
hasn’t forgotten where she came from. She and
her husband Jean-Pierre are in charge of the
critically acclaimed Charlotte Ballet, which of-
fers a program that gives dance scholarships to
young people in need. So, for sharing her spirit
and her smile in so many ways, tonight we hon-
or Patricia McBride.



Dec. 7 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2014

1578

In “Nine to Five,” Lily Tomlin plays an un-
dervalued employee whose chauvinist boss
steals her ideas and screams at her to get cof-
fee. [Laughter] Finally, she and two coworkers
get so fed up, they kidnap him. They get to
work changing the office. Working moms get
treated better. Productivity rises. The top brass
are thrilled. It’s basically a live-action version
of the working family policies I’ve been pro-
moting for years. [Laughter] It’s the—we’ve
sent DVDs to all the Members of Congress to
try to get them on the program. [Laughter]

That role has Lily written all over it. It’s
edgy, a little dark, but fundamentally optimis-
tic. She’s created countless characters, from
Ernestine, the telephone operator, to Lucille
the Rubber Freak, to Edith Ann, the 5½-year-
old philosopher—all of them kind of oddballs,
like Lily—[laughter]—all portrayed with in-
credible warmth and affection, like Lily. She
pushed boundaries as well. On her 1973 vari-
ety show, “Lily,” she and Richard Pryor per-
formed a skit called “Juke and Opal,” about
two Black folks hanging out in a diner. [Laugh-
ter] One reviewer called it “the most profound
meditation on race and class that I have ever
seen on a major network,” which says some-
thing both about Lily and the major networks.
[Laughter] That was ad-libbed, by the way. 

[At this point, actor Lily Tomlin whispered
something to the President.]

The President. [Laughter] In her one-woman
show, “The Search of Signs of Intelligent Life
in the Universe,” written by her brilliant part-
ner, Jane Wagner—[applause]—yay, Jane—
Lily played a dozen characters, transforming in-
stantly into men and women, young, old, crazy,
and sane.

And this versatility has led to a flood of
awards: Emmys, Tonys, a Grammy, Oscar
nomination. She’s just inches away from an
EGOT. [Laughter] And now she’s a Kennedy
Center honoree. When asked what she hoped
her tribute tonight would look like, she said,
“What I’d like to see is a big stream of gay drag
artists come out as Ernestine.” [Laughter] I ha-
ven’t talked to George Stevens. I don’t know
whether this has been arranged. [Laughter] Al-

though, I’d like to see it too. I think that would
be fun. [Laughter] But I can promise that your
contributions to American stage and screen
will live on. For her genius, her compassion,
for just being funny, we honor tonight Lily
Tomlin.

About 40 years ago, a young singer-songwriter
named Gordon Sumner was known to wear a
yellow-and-black, striped sweater. Ever since,
he’s been known by one name: Sting. Now, not
everybody can pull off a name like Sting, but
this guy can. His wife Trudie calls him Sting.
Apparently, his kids call him Sting. [Laughter]
“POTUS” is a pretty good nickname—[laugh-
ter]—but let’s face it, it’s not as cool as “Sting.”
[Laughter] I kind of wish I was called “Sting.”
I’m stuck with “POTUS.” The—[laughter].

But everybody knows that Sting is more
than just a name. He is an all-around creative
force. There’s his singular voice on classics
from the Police: “Roxanne,” “Every Breath
You Take,” “Every Little Thing She Does Is
Magic.” There’s his incredible solo career, the
songwriting that shape-shifts between rock and
jazz and reggae and rhythms drawn from all
around the world. He’s acted in films. He’s
topped the classical charts. He just opened a
musical on Broadway. The guy once turned
down a chance to be a Bond villain. Who does
that? [Laughter] Sting, apparently. I mean,
look at him. He’s too cool, right? [Laughter]

Because just being a celebrity was never
Sting’s goal. This is a man who comes from
humble roots. He’s the son of a milkman and a
hairdresser. When he was a child, he was so tall
that his classmates called him Lurch. They’ve
regret that now. [Laughter] That’s payback
right there. He’s here. You, whoever you are,
you’re out there. So—[laughter]. Before he
had any success as a singer, he had worked as a
teacher, a construction worker, and in a tax of-
fice. And if a few things had gone differently,
we could be living in a world with a really hip,
cool tax clerk named Lurch. [Laughter] In-
stead, we’ve got Sting: artist, truth teller, a
champion of human rights, a champion of our
environment. And for all those reasons, and
the fact that his music is spectacular and beau-
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tiful—for all those reasons, tonight we honor
Sting.

One of four kids in his family in Concord,
California, Tom Hanks once said his idea of a
good time growing up was to take a bus to Sacra-
mento. [Laughter] In the years since, Tom has
flown a rocket to outer space, he’s fallen in love
with a mermaid, he’s faced down Somali pirates,
mooned the President of the United States.
[Laughter] I’m glad he got that last one out of
his system before this evening. [Laughter]

Tom’s career began just like so many Holly-
wood legends: dressing in drag for a show
called “Bosom Buddies”—[laughter]—kung-fu
fighting the Fonz on “Happy Days.” But he
first won our hearts in comedy, with big hits
like “Big” and “Splash.” I did watch “Big” last
night. It’s—that’s a great movie. I love that
movie. [Laughter] Got kind of choked up at
the end when—[laughter]. And as the years
passed, he told us “there’s no crying in base-
ball,” “life is like a box of chocolates.” He told
“Houston, we have a problem.” And as a car-
toon cowboy, he showed us we can always keep
our faith in a little boy.

But Tom isn’t known simply for his charac-
ters, he’s known for his character. For his tre-
mendous support of our veterans, he’s in the
Army Ranger Hall of Fame. For his support of
the space program, he has an asteroid named
after him. Through Tom, we’ve seen our
World War II heroes not simply in sepia tones
somewhere in the distance, but as they truly
were: gritty, emotional, flawed, human.
Through Tom, we saw the courageous faces
behind an AIDS epidemic often overshadowed
by stigma and bigotry. Through Tom, again
and again, we’ve seen our passion and our re-
solve and our love for each other. As his friend
Steven Spielberg once said, “If Norman Rock-

well were alive today, he would paint a portrait
of Tom.”

And people have said that Tom is Holly-
wood’s everyman, that he’s this generation’s
Jimmy Stewart or Gary Cooper. But he’s just
Tom Hanks. And that’s enough. That’s more
than enough. And for that, we honor him to-
night—Mr. Tom Hanks.

So, Reverend Al Green, Patricia McBride,
Lily Tomlin, Sting, Tom Hanks—charm, soul,
spirit, spunk—they’ve helped us better under-
stand ourselves and each other. And, as Presi-
dent Kennedy expressed, they’ve helped us
center our purpose as a nation, and together
reflect the quality of our society. For that, we
cannot thank them enough. We are so glad to
be able to celebrate these extraordinary peo-
ple. Thank you for everything that you’ve given
to us over the years and for what you’re going
to give us in the future.

Congratulations. God bless you all. Please
join me in saluting one last time our extraordi-
nary Kennedy Center Honorees for this eve-
ning.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:09 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Michael Stevens, son of
President’s Committee on the Arts and Hu-
manities Cochairman George C. Stevens, Jr.;
Jean-Pierre Bonnefoux, president and artistic
director, Charlotte Ballet; Hilton Als, staff
writer, the New Yorker magazine; Jane Wag-
ner, wife of actor Lily Tomlin; Trudie Styler,
wife, and Joe, Fuschia, Brigette M., Jake, Eliot
P., and Giacomo L. Sumner, children, of musi-
cian Gordon “Sting” Sumner; Jim, Larry, and
Sandra Hanks, siblings of actor Thomas J.
Hanks; and film director Steven A. Spielberg.

Remarks to Members of the Senior Executive Service
December 9, 2014

Thank you very much. Everybody, have a
seat, have a seat. Thank you very much. Thank
you. Well, thank you for that introduction, El-
liott, and your service. Thanks to all of my
members of the Cabinet who are here today.

And welcome, everybody who is here as well as
joining us online.

My message here is simple: Thank you. I’d
like to come bearing raises and perks and—
[laughter]. But I can’t. [Laughter] But what I


	Remarks Prior to a Cabinet Meeting
	July 1, 2014

	Remarks at Georgetown Waterfront Park
	July 1, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Digital Computer Exports
	July 1, 2014

	Statement on the 50th Anniversary of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
	July 2, 2014

	Remarks at the 1776 Startup Hub
	July 3, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 4, 2014

	Remarks at a Naturalization Ceremony for Active Duty Sevicemembers and Military Spouses
	July 4, 2014

	Remarks at an Independence Day Celebration
	July 4, 2014

	Remarks on Education Prior to a Lunch With Teachers
	July 7, 2014

	Statement on the United States-China Strategic and Economic Dialogue
	July 8, 2014

	Message to the Congress on Additional Steps To Address the National Emergency With Respect to the Conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
	July 8, 2014

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting an Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Request To Address the Increase in Child and Adult Migration From Central America in the Río Grande Valley Areas of the Southwest Border and ...
	July 8, 2014

	Remarks in Denver, Colorado
	July 9, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Lunch in Denver
	July 9, 2014

	Statement on Senate Confirmation of Julián Castro as Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
	July 9, 2014

	Statement on the Resignation of National Counterterrorism Center Director Matthew G. Olsen
	July 9, 2014

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014
	July 9, 2014

	Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters in Dallas, Texas
	July 9, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Dinner in Dallas
	July 9, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Austin, Texas
	July 9, 2014

	Remarks in Austin, Texas
	July 10, 2014

	Statement on Senate Confirmation of Shaun L.S. Donovan as Director of the Office of Management and Budget
	July 10, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 12, 2014

	Remarks at the Iftar Dinner
	July 14, 2014

	Remarks at the Turner-Fairbank Highway Research Center in McLean, Virginia
	July 15, 2014

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor
	July 15, 2014

	Remarks at a Meeting of the State, Local, and Tribal Leaders Task Force on Climate Preparedness and Resilience
	July 16, 2014

	Remarks on United States Foreign Policy
	July 16, 2014

	Remarks on Signing a Memorandum on Infrastructure Development at the Port of Wilmington in Wilmington, Delaware
	July 17, 2014

	Memorandum on Expanding Public-Private Collaboration on Infrastructure Development and Financing
	July 17, 2014

	Remarks on the Crash of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 in Ukraine and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 18, 2014

	Remarks at the Kids’ State Dinner
	July 18, 2014

	Statement on Nelson Mandela International Day
	July 18, 2014

	Memorandum on the Proposed Amendment to the 1958 Agreement Between the Government of the United States of America and the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland for Cooperation on the Uses of Atomic Energy for Mutual D...
	July 18, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Transnational Criminal Organizations
	July 18, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 19, 2014

	Remarks on Signing an Executive Order on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Employment Discrimination
	July 21, 2014

	Remarks on the Situations in Ukraine and Gaza
	July 21, 2014

	Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at a “My Brother’s Keeper” Initiative Town Hall Meeting at the Walker-Jones Education Campus
	July 21, 2014

	Remarks on Presenting the Medal of Honor to Staff Sergeant Ryan M. Pitts
	July 21, 2014

	Remarks on Signing the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act
	July 22, 2014

	Remarks in an Exchange With Reporters at the Netherlands Embassy After Signing a Condolence Book for Victims of the Crash of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17
	July 22, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Seattle, Washington
	July 22, 2014

	Statement on Meeting With Apollo 11 Crewmembers on the 45th Anniversary of the First Moon Landing
	July 22, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Luncheon in Los Altos Hills, California
	July 23, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Los Angeles, California
	July 23, 2014

	Remarks at Los Angeles Trade-Technical College in Los Angeles, California
	July 24, 2014

	Message to the Congress Transmitting an Amendment to the United States- United Kingdom Agreement for Cooperation on the Uses of Atomic Energy for Mutual Defense Purposes
	July 24, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Otto Fernando Pérez Molina of Guatemala, President Juan Orlando Hernández Alvarado of Honduras, and President Salvador Sánchez Cerén of El Salvador and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 25, 2014

	Joint Statement by President Obama, President Otto Fernando Pérez Molina of Guatemala, President Juan Orlando Hernández Alvarado of Honduras, and President Salvador Sánchez Cerén of El Salvador
	July 25, 2014

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of the Unlocking Consumer Choice and Wireless Competition Act
	July 25, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	July 26, 2014

	Statement on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr
	July 27, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Relocation of United States Armed Forces Personnel From Libya to United States Bases in Europe
	July 27, 2014

	Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at the Mandela Washington Fellowship for Young African Leaders Presidential Summit Town Hall
	July 28, 2014

	Remarks on Presenting the National Medal of Arts and the National Humanities Medal
	July 28, 2014

	Remarks on the Situation in Ukraine and an Exchange With Reporters
	July 29, 2014

	Statement on Senate Confirmation of Robert A. McDonald as Secretary of Veterans Affairs
	July 29, 2014

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Lebanon
	July 29, 2014

	Remarks in Kansas City, Missouri
	July 30, 2014

	Joint Statement by Group of Seven Leaders on the Situation in Ukraine
	July 30, 2014

	Remarks on Signing an Executive Order on Fair Pay and Safe Workplaces
	July 31, 2014

	Remarks at the Department of Housing and Urban Development
	July 31, 2014

	Remarks at a Dinner Celebrating the 46th Anniversary of the Special Olympics
	July 31, 2014

	The President’s News Conference
	August 1, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 2, 2014

	Statement on the Death of Former White House Press Secretary James S. Brady
	August 4, 2014

	Memorandum on Establishing a Comprehensive Approach to Expanding Sub-Saharan Africa’s Capacity for Trade and Investment
	August 4, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Regarding Designation of Emergency Funding Under the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as Amended
	August 4, 2014

	Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at the United States-Africa Business Forum
	August 5, 2014

	Remarks at the United States-Africa Leaders Summit Dinner
	August 5, 2014

	Remarks at the Opening Session of the United States-Africa Leaders Summit
	August 6, 2014

	The President’s News Conference
	August 6, 2014

	Remarks on Signing the Veterans Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014 at Fort Belvoir, Virginia
	August 7, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Export Control Regulations
	August 7, 2014

	Remarks on the Commencement of United States Military Operations in Iraq
	August 7, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Commencement of United States Military Operations in Iraq
	August 8, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 9, 2014

	Remarks on the Situation in Iraq and an Exchange With Reporters
	August 9, 2014

	Remarks on the Situation in Iraq From Chilmark, Massachusetts
	August 11, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundraiser in Tisbury, Massachusetts
	August 11, 2014

	Statement on the Death of Robin Williams
	August 11, 2014

	Statement on the Death of Michael Brown, Jr.
	August 12, 2014

	Remarks in Edgartown, Massachusetts
	August 14, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 16, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Commencement of United States Military Operations in Iraq
	August 17, 2014

	Remarks on the Situations in Iraq and Ferguson, Missouri, and an Exchange With Reporters
	August 18, 2014

	Statement on the Death of Former Senator James M. Jeffords
	August 18, 2014

	Statement on the Elimination of Syria’s Declared Chemical Weapons Stockpile
	August 18, 2014

	Remarks on the Death of James W. Foley in Syria From Edgartown, Massachusetts
	August 20, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 23, 2014

	Remarks at the American Legion National Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina
	August 26, 2014

	Remarks on the National Economy and the Situations in Iraq and Ukraine and an Exchange With Reporters
	August 28, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Purchase, New York
	August 29, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting an Alternative Pay Plan for Members of the Uniformed Services
	August 29, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting an Alternative Pay Plan for Civilian Federal Employees
	August 29, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Fundraiser in Newport, Rhode Island
	August 29, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	August 30, 2014

	Remarks at Laborfest in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
	September 1, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Commencement of United States Military Operations in Iraq
	September 1, 2014

	The President’s News Conference With President Toomas Hendrik Ilves of Estonia in Tallinn, Estonia
	September 3, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Toomas Hendrik Ilves of Estonia, President Dalia Grybauskaite of Lithuania, and President Andris Berzins of Latvia in Tallinn
	September 3, 2014

	Remarks at Nordea Concert Hall in Tallinn
	September 3, 2014

	Remarks With Prime Minister Taavi Roivas of Estonia to United States and Estonian Troops at Tallinn Airport Hangar in Tallinn
	September 3, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Certain Terrorist Attacks
	September 4, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey in Newport, Wales
	September 5, 2014

	The President’s News Conference in Newport
	September 5, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Deployment of United States Armed Forces Personnel to Iraq
	September 5, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Commencement of United States Military Operations in Iraq
	September 8, 2014

	Address to the Nation on United States Strategy To Combat the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) Terrorist Organization
	September 10, 2014

	Remarks at a Wreath-Laying Ceremony at the Pentagon Memorial in Arlington, Virginia
	September 11, 2014

	Statement on International Sanctions Against Russia
	September 11, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Deployment of United States Armed Forces Personnel to the Central African Republic
	September 11, 2014

	Remarks on the 20th Anniversary of AmeriCorps
	September 12, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundraiser in Baltimore, Maryland
	September 12, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 13, 2014

	Statement on the Death of David C. Haines
	September 13, 2014

	Remarks on Presenting the Medal of Honor to Command Sergeant Major Bennie G. Adkins and Posthumously to Specialist 4 Donald P. Sloat
	September 15, 2014

	Remarks on the Ebola Outbreak in West Africa at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, Georgia
	September 16, 2014

	Statement on the First Anniversary of the Shooting at the Washington Navy Yard
	September 16, 2014

	Remarks at MacDill Air Force Base, Florida
	September 17, 2014

	Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation To Train and Equip Syrian Opposition Forces
	September 17, 2014

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, or Support Terrorism
	September 17, 2014

	Message to the Senate Transmitting the United States-Chile Extradition Treaty
	September 17, 2014

	Remarks at the Congressional Picnic
	September 17, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Petro Poroshenko of Ukraine
	September 18, 2014

	Remarks on Congressional Passage of Legislation To Train and Equip Syrian Opposition Forces
	September 18, 2014

	Remarks Announcing the “It’s On Us” Campaign To Prevent Sexual Assault on College Campuses
	September 19, 2014

	Remarks at the Democratic National Committee Women’s Leadership Forum
	September 19, 2014

	Statement on the Results of the Scottish Independence Referendum
	September 19, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Designating Funds for Overseas Contingency Operations and Global Counterterrorism
	September 19, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 20, 2014

	Remarks on Signing the Presidents’ Declaration To Fulfill the Promise of America and an Exchange With Reporters
	September 22, 2014

	Statement on Corporate Inversions
	September 22, 2014

	Remarks on the Situation in Syria
	September 23, 2014

	Remarks at the United Nations Climate Change Summit in New York City
	September 23, 2014

	Remarks at the Clinton Global Initiative Annual Meeting in New York City
	September 23, 2014

	Remarks During a Meeting With Representatives of Arab States Participating in Military Operations Against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) Terrorist Organization in New York City
	September 23, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundraiser in New York City
	September 23, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of United States Armed Forces Personnel to Iraq and the Authorization of Military Operations in Syria
	September 23, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Commencement of United States Military Operations in Syria
	September 23, 2014

	Remarks to the United Nations General Assembly in New York City
	September 24, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi of Iraq in New York City
	September 24, 2014

	Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of the United Nations in New York City
	September 24, 2014

	Remarks at a United Nations Security Council Summit on Foreign Terrorist Fighters in New York City
	September 24, 2014

	Remarks at a Meeting of the Open Government Partnership in New York City
	September 24, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn of Ethiopia in New York City
	September 25, 2014

	Remarks at a United Nations Meeting on the Ebola Epidemic in West Africa in New York City
	September 25, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a Bilateral Meeting With President Abdelfattah Said Elsisi of Egypt in New York City
	September 25, 2014

	Remarks on the Resignation of Attorney General Eric H. Holder, Jr.
	September 25, 2014

	Remarks at the Global Health Security Agenda Summit
	September 26, 2014

	Statement on the End of Anders Fogh Rasmussen’s Term as Secretary General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
	September 26, 2014

	Memorandum on Deferred Enforced Departure for Liberians
	September 26, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	September 27, 2014

	Remarks at the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation Phoenix Awards Dinner
	September 27, 2014

	Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India—Vision Statement for the United States-India Strategic Partnership: “Chalein Saath Saath: Forward Together We Go”
	September 29, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India
	September 30, 2014

	Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India
	September 30, 2014

	Statement on the Signing of the Afghanistan-United States Bilateral Security Agreement and the Afghanistan-North Atlantic Treaty Organization Status of Forces Agreement
	September 30, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
	October 1, 2014

	Remarks Honoring the 2013 Major League Soccer Champion Sporting Kansas City
	October 1, 2014

	Remarks at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois
	October 2, 2014

	Remarks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute Annual Awards Gala
	October 2, 2014

	Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at a Town Hall Meeting at Millennium Steel Service, LLC, in Princeton, Indiana
	October 3, 2014

	Statement on the Observance of the Hajj and Eid al-Adha
	October 3, 2014

	Statement on the Death of Alan Henning
	October 3, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 4, 2014

	Remarks at the Dedication Ceremony for the American Veterans Disabled For Life Memorial
	October 5, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting on the United States Response to the Ebola Epidemic in West Africa and an Exchange With Reporters
	October 6, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser
	October 6, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in New York City
	October 7, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundraiser in Greenwich, Connecticut
	October 7, 2014

	Remarks During a Teleconference Call With State and Local Officials on United States Preparedness and Containment Efforts in Response to the West African Ebola Epidemic
	October 8, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Department of Defense Leadership at the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia
	October 8, 2014

	Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at a Town Hall Meeting at Cross Campus in Santa Monica, California
	October 9, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Los Angeles, California
	October 9, 2014

	Remarks on Signing a Proclamation Establishing the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument in San Dimas, California
	October 10, 2014

	Statement Congratulating the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize Recipients
	October 10, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in San Francisco, California
	October 10, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 11, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Foreign Chiefs of Defense at Joint Base Andrews, Maryland
	October 14, 2014

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a Budget Program Revision for the Commodity Credit Corporation for Fiscal Year 2015
	October 14, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Cabinet Members and Senior Advisers To Discuss Ebola Preparedness and Containment Efforts
	October 15, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Ordering the Selected Reserve and Certain Individual Ready Reserve Members of the Armed Forces to Active Duty
	October 16, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
	October 16, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Senior Advisers To Discuss Ebola Preparedness and Containment Efforts and an Exchange With Reporters
	October 16, 2014

	Remarks on Signing an Executive Order on Improving the Security of Consumer Financial Transactions
	October 17, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 18, 2014

	Remarks to an Overflow Crowd at a Campaign Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate Anthony G. Brown in Upper Marlboro, Maryland
	October 19, 2014

	Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate Anthony G. Brown in Upper Marlboro
	October 19, 2014

	Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Governor Patrick J. Quinn III in Chicago, Illinois
	October 19, 2014

	Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Chicago, Illinois
	October 20, 2014

	Statement on the Death of Benjamin C. Bradlee
	October 21, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Situation in or in Relation to the Democratic Republic of the Congo
	October 21, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Senior Advisers To Discuss Ebola Preparedness and Containment Efforts and an Exchange With Reporters
	October 22, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Sudan
	October 24, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	October 25, 2014

	Statement on Parliamentary Elections in Tunisia
	October 26, 2014

	Statement on Parliamentary Elections in Ukraine
	October 27, 2014

	Remarks on the United States Response to the Ebola Epidemic in West Africa and an Exchange With Reporters
	October 28, 2014

	Remarks to an Overflow Crowd at a Campaign Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate Mary P. Burke in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
	October 28, 2014

	Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate Mary P. Burke in Milwaukee
	October 28, 2014

	Remarks on the United States Response to the Ebola Epidemic in West Africa
	October 29, 2014

	Statement on the Death of President Michael Chilufya Sata of Zambia
	October 29, 2014

	Statement on the Death of Thomas M. Menino
	October 30, 2014

	Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate Michael H. Michaud in Portland, Maine
	October 30, 2014

	Remarks at Rhode Island College in Providence, Rhode Island
	October 31, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 1, 2014

	Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Senatorial Candidate Gary C. Peters and Gubernatorial Candidate Mark H. Schauer in Detroit, Michigan
	November 1, 2014

	Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Governor Dannel P. Malloy in Bridgeport, Connecticut
	November 2, 2014

	Statement on International Day To End Impunity for Crimes Against Journalists
	November 2, 2014

	Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate Thomas W. Wolf in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
	November 2, 2014

	The President’s News Conference
	November 5, 2014

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting an Emergency Appropriations Request for Fiscal Year 2015 To Implement a Comprehensive Ebola Containment, Preparedness, and Prevention Strategy
	November 5, 2014

	Remarks on Presenting Posthumously the Medal of Honor to First Lieutenant Alonzo H. Cushing
	November 6, 2014

	Statement on the Anniversary of the Birth of the Founder of Sikhism
	November 6, 2014

	Statement on the Death of Former Representative Lane A. Evans
	November 6, 2014

	Statement on the Selection of Jonathan A. Greenblatt as National Director of the Anti-Defamation League
	November 6, 2014

	Remarks at PBS’s “A Salute to the Troops: In Performance at the White House”
	November 6, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a Cabinet Meeting
	November 7, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a Lunch Meeting With Congressional Leaders and an Exchange With Reporters
	November 7, 2014

	Statement on the 25th Anniversary of the Fall of the Berlin Wall
	November 7, 2014

	Statement on the Nomination of Antony J. Blinken To Be Deputy Secretary of State
	November 7, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction
	November 7, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 8, 2014

	Remarks on the Nomination of Loretta E. Lynch To Be Attorney General and an Exchange With Reporters
	November 8, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo of Indonesia in Beijing, China
	November 10, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Trans-Pacific Partnership Leaders in Beijing
	November 10, 2014

	Joint Statement by Trans-Pacific Partnership Leaders
	November 10, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Anthony J. Abbott of Australia and an Exchange With Reporters in Beijing
	November 10, 2014

	Remarks at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation CEO Summit in Beijing
	November 10, 2014

	Statement on Internet Neutrality
	November 10, 2014

	Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget Amendments for Fiscal Year 2015
	November 10, 2014

	Remarks at the First Plenary Session of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Economic Leaders’ Meeting in Beijing, China
	November 11, 2014

	Joint Statement—Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Leaders’ Declaration: Beijing Agenda for an Integrated, Innovative, and Interconnected Asia- Pacific
	November 11, 2014

	Statement on the Death of John M. Doar
	November 11, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Xi Jinping of China in Beijing, China
	November 12, 2014

	The President’s News Conference With President Xi Jinping of China in Beijing
	November 12, 2014

	Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by President Xi Jinping of China in Beijing
	November 12, 2014

	Joint Statement—United States-China Joint Announcement on Climate Change
	November 12, 2014

	Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Iran
	November 12, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a United States-Association of Southeast Asian Nations Summit Meeting in Nay Pyi Taw, Burma
	November 13, 2014

	Remarks Following a Roundtable Discussion on Political Reform in Nay Pyi Taw
	November 13, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting With President Thein Sein of Burma in Nay Pyi Taw
	November 13, 2014

	The President’s News Conference With Member of Parliament and National League for Democracy Leader Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma in Rangoon, Burma
	November 14, 2014

	Remarks Following a Roundtable Discussion on Civil Society in Rangoon
	November 14, 2014

	Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at a Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative Town Hall at the University of Yangon in Rangoon
	November 14, 2014

	Joint Statement by President Obama, President Thein Sein of Burma, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan, Prime Minister Helle Thorning-Schmidt of Denmark, and the International Labour Organization
	November 14, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 15, 2014

	Remarks at the University of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia
	November 15, 2014

	Joint Statement—Group of Twenty Leaders’ Brisbane Statement on Ebola
	November 15, 2014

	The President’s News Conference in Brisbane, Australia
	November 16, 2014

	Statement on the Death of Abdul-Rahman Kassig
	November 16, 2014

	Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan Announcing Pledges to the Green Climate Fund
	November 16, 2014

	Joint Statement on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership
	November 16, 2014

	Joint Statement—Group of Twenty Leaders’ Communiqué
	November 16, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Senior Advisers To Discuss Ebola Preparedness and Containment Efforts
	November 18, 2014

	Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Jerusalem
	November 18, 2014

	Remarks at the White House ConnectED to the Future Conference
	November 19, 2014

	Remarks on Signing the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014
	November 19, 2014

	Remarks on Presenting the National Medal of Science and the National Medal of Technology and Innovation
	November 20, 2014

	Address to the Nation on Immigration Reform
	November 20, 2014

	Remarks at Del Sol High School in Las Vegas, Nevada
	November 21, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 22, 2014

	Statement on the Death of Marion S. Barry, Jr.
	November 23, 2014

	Remarks on the Resignation of Secretary of Defense Charles T. Hagel
	November 24, 2014

	Remarks on Presenting the Presidential Medal of Freedom
	November 24, 2014

	Remarks on the Situation in Ferguson, Missouri, and an Exchange With Reporters
	November 24, 2014

	Remarks in Chicago, Illinois
	November 25, 2014

	Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation Ceremony
	November 26, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	November 27, 2014

	Remarks Following a Meeting on Strengthening Relations Between Law Enforcement and Local Communities
	December 1, 2014

	Remarks at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland
	December 2, 2014

	Remarks to the Business Roundtable and a Question-and-Answer Session
	December 3, 2014

	Remarks at the White House Tribal Nations Conference
	December 3, 2014

	Remarks at the White House College Opportunity Summit
	December 4, 2014

	Remarks on Lighting the National Christmas Tree
	December 4, 2014

	Remarks on the Nomination of Ashton B. Carter To Be Secretary of Defense
	December 5, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With King Abdullah II of Jordan
	December 5, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Newly Elected Governors
	December 5, 2014

	Statement on the First Anniversary of the Death of Former President Nelson R. Mandela of South Africa
	December 5, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 6, 2014

	Statement on the Death of Luke Somers
	December 6, 2014

	Remarks at the Kennedy Center Honors Reception
	December 7, 2014

	Remarks to Members of the Senior Executive Service
	December 9, 2014

	Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at a Town Hall Meeting at Casa Azafrán in Nashville, Tennessee
	December 9, 2014

	Statement on the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Study of the Central Intelligence Agency’s Detention and Interrogation Program
	December 9, 2014

	Remarks at the White House Summit on Early Education
	December 10, 2014

	Remarks at the Toys for Tots Distribution Center at Joint Base Anacostia- Bolling
	December 10, 2014

	Statement on the Death of Judy Baar Topinka
	December 10, 2014

	Remarks at a Meeting of the President’s Export Council and an Exchange With Reporters
	December 11, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Global Deployment of United States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces
	December 11, 2014

	Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Senior Advisers To Discuss Ebola Preparedness and Containment Efforts and an Exchange With Reporters
	December 12, 2014

	Statement on the Situation in South Sudan
	December 12, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 13, 2014

	Remarks at “Christmas in Washington”
	December 14, 2014

	Remarks to United States Troops and Department of Defense Personnel at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey
	December 15, 2014

	Statement on Senate Confirmation of Vivik H. Murthy as United States Surgeon General
	December 15, 2014

	Statement on the Terrorist Attack at the Army Public School in Peshawar, Pakistan
	December 16, 2014

	Statement on the Observance of Hanukkah
	December 16, 2014

	Statement on Senate Confirmation of Sarah Saldaña as Director of United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement
	December 16, 2014

	Statement on Senate Confirmation of Antony J. Blinken as Deputy Secretary of State
	December 16, 2014

	Memorandum on Withdrawal of Certain Areas of the United States Outer Continental Shelf From Leasing Disposition
	December 16, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Designating Funds for Overseas Contingency Operations and Global Counterterrorism
	December 16, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders Regarding Designation of Emergency Funding Under the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as Amended
	December 16, 2014

	Address to the Nation on United States Policy Toward Cuba
	December 17, 2014

	Remarks at a Hanukkah Reception
	December 17, 2014

	Statement on the Resignation of Rajiv J. Shah as Administrator of the United States Agency for International Development
	December 17, 2014

	Remarks at a Hanukkah Reception
	December 17, 2014

	Statement on Signing the Ukraine Freedom Support Act of 2014
	December 18, 2014

	Statement on the Appointment of Avril D. Haines as Deputy National Security Adviser
	December 18, 2014

	The President’s News Conference
	December 19, 2014

	Statement on Signing the Carl Levin and Howard P. “Buck” McKeon National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015
	December 19, 2014

	Statement on Signing the United States-Israel Strategic Partnership Act of 2014
	December 19, 2014

	Letter to Congressional Leaders on Blocking Property of Certain Persons and Prohibiting Certain Transactions With Respect to the Crimea Region of Ukraine
	December 19, 2014

	Statement on Signing an Executive Order Blocking Property of Certain Persons and Prohibiting Certain Transactions With Respect to the Crimea Region of Ukraine
	December 19, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 20, 2014

	Statement on the Deaths of Wenjian Liu and Rafael L. Ramos
	December 20, 2014

	Statement on the Stormont House Agreement in Northern Ireland
	December 23, 2014

	The President’s Weekly Address
	December 25, 2014

	Statement on the Observance of Kwanzaa
	December 26, 2014

	Statement on the End of United States Combat Operations in Afghanistan
	December 28, 2014

	Appendix A—Digest of Other White House Announcements
	Appendix B—Nominations Submitted to the Senate
	Appendix C—Checklist of White House Press Releases
	Appendix D—Presidential Documents Published in the Federal Register
	Subject Index
	Name Index
	Document Categories List
	Name Index

		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-10-05T09:51:53-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




