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The President’s Weekly Address
November 27, 2014

On behalf of the Obama family—Michelle,
Malia, Sasha, Bo, and Sunny—I want to wish
you a very happy Thanksgiving. Like many of
you, we’ll spend the day with family and
friends, catching up, eating some good food,
and watching a little football. Before we lift a
fork, we lend a hand by going out to the com-
munity to serve some of our neighbors in need.
And we give thanks for each other and for all of
God’s blessings.

Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday because,
more than any other, it is uniquely American.
Each of us brings our own traditions and cul-
tures and recipes to the table, but we all share
this day, united by the gratitude for the bounty
of this Nation. And we welcome the contribu-
tions of all people—no matter their origin or
color or beliefs—who call America home and
who enrich the life of our Nation. It is a creed
as old as our founding: “E pluribus unum”—
that out of many, we are one.

We’re reminded that this creed, and Ameri-
ca itself, was never an inevitability, but the re-
sult of ordinary people in every generation do-
ing their part to uphold our founding ideals, by
taking the blessings of freedom and multiply-
ing them for those who would follow. As Presi-
dent Kennedy once wrote, even as we give
thanks for all that we’ve inherited from those
who came before us, “the decency of purpose,
steadfastness of resolve and strength of will, for
the courage and the humility, which they pos-
sessed,” we must also remember that “the
highest appreciation is not to utter words, but
to live by them.”

Today we are grateful to all Americans who
do their part to live by those ideals, including

our brave men and women in uniform overseas
and their families, who sacrifice so much to
keep America safe. To our servicemembers
who are away from home, we say an extra
prayer for you and your loved ones, and we re-
new our commitment to take care of you as
well as you’ve taken care of us.

We’re grateful to the countless Americans
who serve their communities in soup kitchens
and shelters, looking out for those who are less
fortunate and lifting up those who have fallen
on hard times. This generosity, this compas-
sion, this belief that we are each other’s keep-
ers, is essential to who we are, not just on this
day, but every day.

You know, it’s easy to focus on what sepa-
rates us. But as we gather with loved ones on
this Thanksgiving, let’s remember and be
grateful for what binds us together: our love of
country, our commitment to justice and equal-
ity, our belief that America’s best days are
ahead and that her destiny is ours to shape and
that our inherited ideals must be the birthright
of all of our children.

That’s what today is all about: that out of
many, we are one. So thank you, God bless
you, and from my family to yours, happy
Thanksgiving.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:25 p.m. on November 26 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast
on November 27. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on November 26, but was embargoed for re-
lease until 6 a.m. on November 27.

Remarks Following a Meeting on Strengthening Relations Between Law
Enforcement and Local Communities
December 1, 2014

As I said last week in the wake of the grand
jury decision, I think Ferguson laid bare a
problem that is not unique to St. Louis or that

area and is not unique to our time, and that is,
a simmering distrust that exists between too
many police departments and too many com-
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munities of color. The sense that in a country
where one of our basic principles, perhaps the
most important principle, is equality under the
law, that too many individuals, particularly
young people of color, do not feel as if they are
being treated fairly.

And as I said last week, when any part of the
American family does not feel like it is being
treated fairly, that’s a problem for all of us. It’s
not just a problem for some. It’s not just a
problem for a particular community or a par-
ticular demographic. It means that we are not
as strong as a country as we can be. And when
applied to the criminal justice system, it means
we’re not as effective in fighting crime as we
could be.

And as a consequence, what I’ve been able
to do today, thanks to excellent work by Eric
Holder, our Attorney General, who had to fly
down to Atlanta to start a conversation down
there around these issues, as well as the out-
standing leaders around this table, is to begin a
process in which we’re able to surface an hon-
est conversation between law enforcement,
community activists, academics, elected offi-
cials, the faith community, to try to determine
what the problems are and, most importantly,
try to come up with concrete solutions that can
move the ball forward.

And one of the most powerful things that
happened today was I had the opportunity to
meet with some young people, including a cou-
ple of young outstanding leaders from the Fer-
guson community, Brittany Packnett and Ra-
sheen Aldridge, who both served on the Fer-
guson committee, live in the area, and I think
have been hearing from a lot of young people
in that area.

And what made me concerned was the de-
gree to which they feel as if they are not heard
or that the reality of what they experienced has
been denied. What made me greatly encour-
aged was how clear their voices were when
they were heard and how constructive they are
in wanting to solve these problems. And I think
anybody who had the chance to listen to them
here today felt the same way.

We also heard from law enforcement and
were reminded of what a tough job it is to be in

law enforcement. Whether you’re in a big city
or in a small community, as Eric Holder put it,
police officers have the right to come home.
And if they’re in dangerous circumstances, we
have to be able to put ourselves in their shoes
and recognize that they do have a tough job. I
don’t think those realities are irreconcilable. In
fact, I’m convinced that if we work hard, that
we can make sure that police officers and the
communities they serve are partners in battling
crime, partners in making sure everybody feels
safe; that we can build confidence and we can
build trust, but it’s not going to happen over-
night, and it’s not going to result just from a
conversation around a table in Washington. It’s
got to result in concrete steps that we are able
to lift up in communities all around the coun-
try and institutionalize.

In order to advance that goal, here are a cou-
ple of specific steps that we’re taking. First of
all, I want to thank Chuck Ramsey, the Com-
missioner of the Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment, as well as Laurie Robinson, who is a pro-
fessor of criminology, law, and society at George
Mason University and a former Assistant U.S.—
a former Assistant Attorney General.

They are going to cochair a Task Force that
is not only going to reach out and listen to law
enforcement and community activists and oth-
er stakeholders, but is going to report to me
specifically in 90 days with concrete recom-
mendations, including best practices for com-
munities where law enforcement and neigh-
borhoods are working well together: How do
they create accountability, how do they create
transparency, how do they create trust, and
how can we at the Federal level work with the
State and local communities to make sure that
some of those best practices get institutional-
ized?

So this is not going to be an endless report
that ends up collecting dust on a shelf. My ex-
pectation is concrete recommendations that
we can begin to operationalize both at the Fed-
eral, State, and local levels. And the good news
is, is that we’ve got two folks who are respected
by activists and respected by law enforcement,
and I’m confident they’re going to do an out-
standing job. I want them to help us make sure
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that crime continues to go down and while
community trust in the police goes up.

Second, one of the issues that came up dur-
ing the response to the—Ferguson back in Au-
gust was the issue of military equipment being
utilized in the face of protests that may be tak-
ing place in the community. It raised a broader
issue as to whether we are militarizing domes-
tic law enforcement unnecessarily, and is the
Federal Government facilitating that?

I have now received a review that I had or-
dered from all the agencies involved in this
program, the 1033 Program. I will be signing
an Executive order that specifies how we are
going to make sure that that program is ac-
countable, how we’re going to make sure that
that program is transparent, and how are we
going to make sure that we’re not building a
militarized culture inside our local law en-
forcement?

Third, I’m going to be proposing some new
community policing initiatives that will signifi-
cantly expand funding and training for local
law enforcement, including up to 50,000 addi-
tional body-worn cameras for law enforcement
agencies. And I look forward to working with
Congress to make sure that in addition to what
I can do administratively and with resources
that we’ve already got, that we are in a conver-
sation with law enforcement that wants to do
the right thing to make sure that they’re ade-
quately resourced for the training and the
technology that can enhance trust between
communities and police.

And finally, as I mentioned, Eric Holder is
going to be working in parallel with the Task
Force to convene a series of these meetings all
across the country, because this is not a prob-
lem simply of Ferguson, Missouri, this is a
problem that is national. It is a solvable prob-
lem, but it is one that, unfortunately, spikes af-
ter one event and then fades into the back-
ground until something else happens. What we
need is a sustained conversation in which, in
each region of the country, people are talking
about this honestly and then can move forward
in a constructive fashion.

Let me just close by saying this: There was a
cautionary note, I think, from everybody here

that there have been commissions before,
there have been task forces, there have been
conversations, and nothing happens. What I try
to describe to people is why this time will be
different. And part of the reason this time will
be different is because the President of the
United States is deeply invested in making sure
that this time is different. When I hear the
young people around this table talk about their
experiences, it violates my belief in what
America can be to hear young people feeling
marginalized and distrustful, even after they’ve
done everything right. That’s not who we are.
And I don’t think that’s who the overwhelming
majority of Americans want us to be.

And I think there may be a convergence
here where we’ve got outstanding law enforce-
ment officials who recognize that times have
changed and want to be responsive. I know
that Richard Beary of the International Associ-
ation of Chiefs of Police spoke about how ea-
ger they are to work with us. I think that we’ve
got activists on the ground who don’t always
get attention because it’s oftentimes the people
who aren’t being constructive that get atten-
tion, but there are folks there who are working
really hard. I think there’s a maturity to the
conversation right now that can lead us to actu-
ally getting some concrete results.

And in the 2 years I have remaining as Pres-
ident, I’m going to make sure that we follow
through, not to solve every problem, not to tear
down every barrier of mistrust that may exist,
but to make things better. And that’s how
progress is always made in this great country of
ours. All right?

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:52 p.m. in the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office
Building. In his remarks, he referred to  Britta-
ny Packnett, executive director, Teach For
America St. Louis; Rasheen Aldridge, Jr., di-
rector, Young Activists United St. Louis;
Charles H. Ramsey and Laurie Robinson, Co-
chairs, President’s Task Force on 21st-Century
Policing; and Richard Beary, president, Inter-
national Association of Police Chiefs.
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