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research this summer by pouring a bucket of
ice water over her head. [Laughter] As you
may know, she nominated me to do it as well.
And as you may know, I chose to write a check
instead. [Laughter] I grew up in Hawaii. I
don’t like pouring ice water on top of my head.
[Laughter] That is probably the only time I’ve
ever said no to Ethel, by the way. [Laughter]

Ethel is the matriarch of a patriotic family,
and with her encouragement, many of her chil-
dren and grandchildren are carrying on the
Kennedy tradition of public service. She is an
emblem of enduring faith and enduring hope,
even in the face of unimaginable loss and un-
imaginable grief. And she has touched the lives
of countless people around the world with her
generosity and her grace. It gives me great
pleasure to present this award, which her
brother-in-law, President Kennedy, reestab-
lished more than 50 years ago.

Ladies and gentlemen, these are the recipi-
ents of the 2014 President Medal of Freedom.
Let’s give them a big round of applause. [Ap-
plause] Yay!

Well, you don’t just get applause. You actu-
ally get a medal. [Laughter] So the—let’s read
the citations.

[At this point, Lt. Cmdr. Jillian C. Malzone,
USCG, Coast Guard Aide to the President,
read the citations, and the President presented
the medals, assisted by Maj. Matthew R. New-
ell, USAF, Air Force Aide to the President.]

The President. Well, what an extraordinary
group. Let’s give them all a big round of ap-
plause one more time.

We thank all of them for the gifts they’ve
given to us: the incredible performances, the
incredible innovation, the incredible ideas, the
incredible expressions of the human spirit. And
not only have they made the world better, but
by following their example, they make us a lit-
tle bit better every single day.

We are truly grateful to them. And on behalf
of Michelle and myself, please enjoy the recep-
tion. And God bless you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:22 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to composer and lyricist
Stephen Sondheim; former White House
Counsel Abner J. Mikva; Robert M. Solow,
professor emeritus of economics, Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology; Don Gummer,
husband of actor Meryl Streep; Tom Brokaw,
special correspondent, NBC News; former
President Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev of
the Soviet Union; Edgar Ray Killen, who was
convicted of manslaughter in the deaths of Mi-
chael H. Schwerner, James E. Chaney, and
Andrew Goodman on June 21, 2005; Angela
Lewis, daughter of Mr. Chaney; and Rita
Schwerner-Bender, wife of Mr. Schwerner.
The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the reading of
the citations.

Remarks on the Situation in Ferguson, Missouri, and an Exchange With
Reporters
November 24, 2014

The President. Good evening, everybody. As
all of you know, a few moments ago, the grand
jury deliberating the death of Michael Brown
issued its decision. It’s an outcome that, either
way, was going to be subject of intense dis-
agreement not only in Ferguson, but across
America. So I want to just say a few words sug-
gesting how we might move forward.

First and foremost, we are a nation built on
the rule of law. And so we need to accept that
this decision was the grand jury’s to make.

There are Americans who agree with it, and
there are Americans who are deeply disap-
pointed, even angry. It’s an understandable re-
action. But I join Michael’s parents in asking
anyone who protests this decision to do so
peacefully. Let me repeat Michael’s father’s
words: “Hurting others or destroying property
is not the answer. No matter what the grand
jury decides, I do not want my son’s death to
be in vain. I want it to lead to incredible
change, positive change, change that makes
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the St. Louis region better for everyone.” Now,
Michael Brown’s parents have lost more than
anyone. We should be honoring their wishes.

I also appeal to the law enforcement officials
in Ferguson and the region to show care and
restraint in managing peaceful protests that
may occur. Understand, our police officers put
their lives on the line for us every single day.
They’ve got a tough job to do to maintain pub-
lic safety and hold accountable those who
break the law. As they do their jobs in the com-
ing days, they need to work with the communi-
ty, not against the community, to distinguish
the handful of people who may use the grand
jury’s decision as an excuse for violence—dis-
tinguish them from the vast majority who just
want their voices heard around legitimate is-
sues in terms of how communities and law en-
forcement interact.

Finally, we need to recognize that the situa-
tion in Ferguson speaks to broader challenges
that we still face as a nation. The fact is, in too
many parts of this country, a deep distrust ex-
ists between law enforcement and communi-
ties of color. Some of this is the result of the
legacy of racial discrimination in this country.
And this is tragic, because nobody needs good
policing more than poor communities with
higher crime rates. The good news is, we know
there are things we can do to help. And I’ve in-
structed Attorney General Holder to work with
cities across the country to help build better
relations between communities and law en-
forcement.

That means working with law enforcement
officials to make sure their ranks are represen-
tative of the communities they serve. We know
that makes a difference. It means working to
train officials so that law enforcement conducts
itself in a way that is fair to everybody. It
means enlisting the community actively on
what should be everybody’s goal, and that is to
prevent crime.

And there are good people on all sides of
this debate, as well as in both Republican and
Democratic parties, that are interested not on-
ly in lifting up best practices with—because we
know that there are communities who have
been able to deal with this in an effective

way—but also who are interested in working
with this administration and local and State of-
ficials to start tackling much-needed criminal
justice reform.

So those should be the lessons that we draw
from these tragic events. We need to recognize
that this is not just an issue for Ferguson, this is
an issue for America. We have made enormous
progress in race relations over the course of
the past several decades. I have witnessed that
in my own life. And to deny that progress, I
think, is to deny America’s capacity for change.

But what is also true is that there are still
problems, and communities of color aren’t just
making these problems up. Separating that
from this particular decision, there are issues
in which the law too often feels as if it is being
applied in discriminatory fashion. I don’t think
that’s the norm. I don’t think that’s true for the
majority of communities or the vast majority of
law enforcement officials. But these are real is-
sues. And we have to lift them up and not deny
them or try to tamp them down. What we need
to do is to understand them and figure out how
do we make more progress. And that can be
done.

That won’t be done by throwing bottles.
That won’t be done by smashing car windows.
That won’t be done by using this as an excuse
to vandalize property. And it certainly won’t be
done by hurting anybody. So to those in Fergu-
son, there are ways of channeling your con-
cerns constructively, and there are ways of
channeling your concerns destructively. And
Michael Brown’s parents understand what it
means to be constructive. The vast majority of
peaceful protesters, they understand it as well.

Those of you who are watching tonight, un-
derstand that there’s never an excuse for vio-
lence, particularly when there are a lot of peo-
ple in goodwill out there who are willing to
work on these issues.

On the other hand, those who are only inter-
ested in focusing on the violence and just want
the problem to go away need to recognize that we
do have work to do here and we shouldn’t try to
paper it over. Whenever we do that, the anger
may momentarily subside, but over time, it builds
up, and America isn’t everything that it could be.
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And I am confident that if we focus our at-
tention on the problem and we look at what
has happened in communities around the
country effectively, then we can make progress
not just in Ferguson, but in a lot of other cities
and communities around the country.

Okay?

Federal Role in Ferguson, Missouri/Media Cov-
erage

Q. Mr. President, will you go to Ferguson
when things settle down there?

The President. Well, let’s take a look and see
how things are going. Eric Holder has been
there. We’ve had a whole team from the Jus-
tice Department there, and I think that they
have done some very good work. As I said, the
vast majority of the community has been work-
ing very hard to try to make sure that this be-
comes an opportunity for us to seize the mo-
ment and turn this into a positive situation.

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. But I think that we have to

make sure that we focus at least as much atten-
tion on all those positive activities that are tak-
ing place as we do on a handful of folks who
end up using this as an excuse to misbehave or
to break the law or to engage in violence. 

Q. Are Federal——
The President. I think that it’s going to be

very important—and I think the media is going
to have a responsibility as well—to make sure
that we focus on Michael Brown’s parents and
the clergy and the community leaders and the
civil rights leaders and the activists and law en-
forcement officials who have been working
very hard to try to find better solutions, long-
term solutions, to this issue.

There is inevitably going to be some negative
reaction, and it will make for good TV. But what
we want to do is to make sure that we’re also fo-
cusing on those who can offer the kind of real
progress that we know is possible, that the vast
majority of people in Ferguson, the St. Louis re-
gion, in Missouri, and around the country are
looking for. And I want to be partners with
those folks. And we need to lift up that kind of
constructive dialogue that’s taking place.

All right? Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:08 p.m. in
the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
Michael Brown, Sr., and Lesley McSpadden,
parents of Michael Brown, who was shot by a
police officer in Ferguson, MO, on August 9.

Remarks in Chicago, Illinois
November 25, 2014

The President. Hello, Chicago. Thank you so
much. Thank you. Thank you so much. Every-
body, have a seat. Thank you. Thank you very
much. Happy early Thanksgiving, everybody. It
is good to be home. Although, it’s cold in Chi-
cago. [Laughter] It was 60 degrees in Washing-
ton. It’s not 60 degrees here. [Laughter]

Let me begin by thanking the Copernicus
Center. Dzien dobry to everybody. We appre-
ciate you. Thank you so much.

Situation in Ferguson, Missouri/Public Re-
sponse to Grand Jury Decision/Law Enforce-
ment Reform Efforts

I hope you don’t mind—because obviously,
there’s a lot of stuff in the news—I actually

need to begin by saying a few words about
what’s happened over the past day, not just in
Ferguson, Missouri, our neighbor to the south,
but all across America.

As many of you know, a verdict came
down—or a grand jury made a decision yester-
day that upset a lot of people. And as I said last
night, the frustrations that we’ve seen are not
just about a particular incident. They have
deep roots in many communities of color who
have a sense that our laws are not always being
enforced uniformly or fairly. That may not be
true everywhere, and it’s certainly not true for
the vast majority of law enforcement officials,
but that’s an impression that folks have, and
it’s not just made up. It’s rooted in realities
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