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These documents are in addition to those
delivered to G20 Finance Ministers and Cen-
tral Bank Governors, Labour and Employment
Ministers, and Trade Ministers at their meet-
ings this year.

G20 Working Group reports

• G20 2014 Brisbane Anti-Corruption Up-
date

• 2014 Brisbane Development Update

• G20 Energy Sustainability Working
Group 2014 Co-chairs’ Report

• G20 Climate Finance Study Group—Re-
port to Ministers, 2014

Issues for further action

• The FSB proposal for an internationally
agreed standard requiring global systemi-
cally important banks (G–SIBs) to hold
additional loss absorbing capacity in reso-
lution will be subject to public consulta-
tion, a rigorous quantitative impact as-
sessment and further refinement before
any final measure is agreed by the 2015
Summit. The impact analyses will in-
clude consideration of the consequences
of this requirement on banks in emerging
markets, G–SIBs headquartered in
EMEs, and state-owned banks.

• Given the challenges litigation poses and
in order to strengthen the orderliness
and predictability of the sovereign debt

restructuring process, we welcome the
international work on strengthened col-
lective action and pari passu clauses. We
call for their inclusion in international
sovereign bonds and encourage the inter-
national community and private sector to
actively promote their use. We ask our
Finance Ministers and Central Bank
Governors to discuss the progress
achieved on this and related issues.

• If the US does not ratify the 2010 IMF
reforms by end-2014, we ask the IMF to
discuss options for next steps shortly
thereafter and we ask our Finance Minis-
ters and Central Bank Governors to work
with the IMFC to schedule a discussion
on these options in their next meeting.
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NOTE: The joint statement was first released
by Australia in its capacity as host of the Group
of Twenty Leaders’ Summit. An original was
not available for verification of the content of
this joint statement.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Senior Advisers To Discuss Ebola
Preparedness and Containment Efforts
November 18, 2014

Terrorist Attack in Jerusalem

Well, I’ve got my team here to talk about
Ebola. But before I do, I want to just make
mention of the horrific attacks that took place
in Jerusalem.

We know that two attackers senselessly and
brutally attacked innocent worshippers in a syn-

agogue during their morning prayers. Obvious-
ly, we condemn in the strongest terms these at-
tacks. A number of people were wounded, and
four people were killed, including three Ameri-
can citizens. So this is a tragedy for both na-
tions, Israel as well as the United States. And
our hearts go out to the families who obviously
are undergoing enormous grief right now.



Administration of Barack Obama, 2014 / Nov. 18

1499

Secretary Kerry has spoken to Prime Minis-
ter Netanyahu. President Abbas has strongly
condemned the attacks. Tragically, this is not
the first loss of life that we have seen in recent
months. Too many Israelis have died. Too
many Palestinians have died. And at this diffi-
cult time, I think it’s important for both Pales-
tinians and Israelis to try to work together to
lower tensions and to reject violence.

The murderers for today’s outrageous acts
represent the kind of extremism that threatens
to bring all of the Middle East into the kind of
spiral from which it’s very difficult to emerge.
And we know how this violence can get worse
over time. But we have to remind ourselves
that the majority of Palestinians and Israelis
overwhelmingly want peace and to be able to
raise their families, knowing they’re safe and
secure. The United States wants to work with
all parties involved to make that a reality and to
isolate the kinds of extremists that are bringing
about this terrible carnage.

Ebola

I now want to turn to the topic of this meet-
ing, the Ebola situation. Obviously, some of
the attention on the crisis has ebbed over the
last several weeks, but the challenges remain.
We have seen most recently Dr. Martin Salia, a
surgeon who contracted Ebola in Sierra Le-
one; he was flown back to the United States, to
the Nebraska facility, to try to get treated. Un-
fortunately, he was already in critical condition
and, sadly, passed away early Monday morning.
So our thoughts and prayers are with his fami-
ly’s.

Beyond this tragedy, though, we’ve estab-
lished that when Ebola is promptly diagnosed
and treated, then we have a great chance of
curing it. Of the eight patients who were treat-
ed promptly in the United States, all eight have
recovered. They are Ebola free, and they are
back with their families.

And after the first incident of Ebola with—
in Dallas and the unfortunate passing of Mr.
Duncan, we promptly acted based on some of
the lessons that were learned from Dallas.
We’ve put in place new protocols for protec-
tive gear for our health workers. We ramped

up our training and outreach for health work-
ers. We’ve added screening for travelers to the
United States. We’re funneling all these pas-
sengers into five airports. And we put in place
rules for public health workers to monitor trav-
elers for 21 days after they arrive here.

As we saw in New York with Dr. Craig
Spencer, one of the courageous health workers
who has voluntarily traveled to the region to try
to fight this disease, our efforts to identify, iso-
late, and then treat Ebola patients can work.
America has proven that it can handle the iso-
lated cases that may occur here.

But as long as the outbreak continues to
rage in the three countries in West Africa—Li-
beria, Sierra Leone, and Guinea—this is still
going to be a danger, not just for America, but
for the entire world.

We are nowhere near out of the woods yet
in West Africa. The good news is, in parts of
Liberia, our efforts, both civilian and military,
are really paying dividends, and we are seeing
the curve bending, so that we are on track—
with diligence, dealing with the hotspots that
may still reemerge—to actually get a handle on
that disease.

We’re still seeing an increase of cases in Si-
erra Leone, although our British counterparts
are doing an excellent job working with us and
the international community to coordinate the
situation there. In Guinea, the numbers are
lower than in Sierra Leone or Liberia, but
they’re often in very remote areas that are hard
to reach, and some of the international coordi-
nation still needs to improve.

The bottom line, though, is that we know
how to treat this disease, given that it has
emerged as such a large, significant outbreak
in these areas—and we recently saw some cas-
es in Mali. It underscores how important it is
to continue to push forward until we stamp out
this disease entirely in that region. Until we do,
there are threats of additional outbreaks. And
given the nature of international travel, it
means that everybody has some measure of
risk.

Here at home, we’ve made great progress in
preparing our health care system to deal with
any possible threat. Our scientists continue to
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make progress with vaccines and treatments,
but we’ve got plenty of work to do.

So all of this means that, although we should
feel optimistic about our capacity to solve the
Ebola crisis, we cannot be complacent simply
because the news attention on it has waned.
We have to stay with it. And that’s why I’m
calling Congress to make sure that it approves
before it leaves the emergency funding request
that we put forward to respond to Ebola, both
domestically and internationally.

The funding is going to help us strengthen
our domestic health systems so that we can re-
spond to any future cases that may arise in the
United States, wherever they might happen.
It’s going to devote much-needed resources to
sustain our efforts in West Africa. It will accel-
erate the testing and approval of Ebola vac-
cines and treatments. And it’s going to help
vulnerable countries to, in the future, prevent,
detect, and respond to outbreaks of various
communicable diseases before they become
epidemics.

And that, ultimately, is good for our public
health. The more we can catch these things
early where they begin, the less risks we have
over the long term. And as I’ve said before, in
some ways, we are lucky Ebola is a very diffi-

cult disease to transmit. If we have a compara-
bly lethal disease that is airborne, we have
much bigger problems. So this gives us an op-
portunity to start putting in place the kind of
public health detection infrastructure around
the globe that is necessary should additional
pandemics or epidemics or outbreaks arise.

All this makes it necessary for Congress to
act. This is not a Democratic issue. It is not a
Republican issue. This is a basic issue of the
health and safety of the American people. And
so I hope that Congress is on the case on this
issue before they leave. All right?

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Ghassan and Oday
Abu Jamal, members of the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine terrorist organiza-
tion who attacked worshippers at the Kehilat
Bnei Torah synagogue in Jerusalem and were
killed by Israeli police; Aryeh Kupinsky, Cary
W. “Kalman” Levine, Mosheh Twersky, and
Avraham Shmuel Goldberg, who were killed in
the attack; Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu of Israel; and President Mahmoud Abbas of
the Palestinian Authority.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Jerusalem
November 18, 2014

I strongly condemn today’s terrorist attack
on worshipers at a synagogue in Jerusalem,
which killed four innocent people, including
U.S. citizens Aryeh Kupinsky, Cary William
Levine, and Mosheh Twersky, and injured sev-
eral more. There is and can be no justification
for such attacks against innocent civilians. The
thoughts and prayers of the American people
are with the victims and families of all those
who were killed and injured in this horrific at-

tack and in other recent violence. At this sensi-
tive moment in Jerusalem, it is all the more im-
portant for Israeli and Palestinian leaders and
ordinary citizens to work cooperatively togeth-
er to lower tensions, reject violence, and seek a
path forward towards peace.

NOTE: The statement referred to Avraham
Shmuel Goldberg, who was killed in the attack
at the Kehilat Bnei Torah synagogue.

Remarks at the White House ConnectED to the Future Conference
November 19, 2014

The President. Thank you, everybody. Ev-
erybody, have a seat. Well, thank you, Alberto,

for that introduction and, more importantly,
for your outstanding leadership of the Miami-
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