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could just start a dialogue, if she knew how
others had walked the same path—well, Amer-
ica wants to be your partner, because we be-
lieve in the activist that you can be and the em-
pathy that you can build and the understanding
you can foster between people. And when you
succeed, our world will be a little more peace-
ful.

And to the young man who believes his
voice isn’t being heard, who dreams of bring-
ing people like him together across his coun-
try—if he just knew how to organize and mobi-
lize them—we want to be your partner, be-
cause we believe in the leaders that you can be,
in the difference you can make to ignite posi-
tive change. And when you succeed, the world
will be a little more free.

So that’s the future we can build together.
That’s the commitment America is making in
the Asia-Pacific. It’s a partnership not just with
nations, but with people, with you, for decades
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to come, bound by the values we share, guided
by the vision we seek. I am absolutely confi-
dent we can advance the security and the pros-
perity and the dignity of people across this re-
gion. And in pursuit of that future, you will
have no greater friend than the United States
of America.

So thank you very much. God bless Austra-
lia. God bless America. God bless our great al-
liance. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:11 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to John Story, chancellor,
and Peter Hgj, vice-chancellor, University of
Queensland; musician Stefani J.A. “Lady Ga-
ga” Germanotta; former Mayor Graeme Saw-
yer of Darwin, Australia; and former U.S. Am-
bassador to Australia Jeffrey L. Bleich. He also
referred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization.

Joint Statement—Group of Twenty Leaders’ Brisbane Statement on Ebola

November 15, 2014

We are deeply concerned about the Ebola
outbreak in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone
and saddened by the suffering and loss of life it
is inflicting. We are mindful of the serious hu-
manitarian, social and economic impacts on
those countries, and of the potential for these
impacts to spread.

The governments and people of Guinea, Li-
beria and Sierra Leone are making tremen-
dous efforts to fight the outbreak, with the sup-
port of the African Union and other African
countries. We commend the brave service of
health care and relief workers. We also ap-
plaud the contributions of countries world-
wide, the United Nations (UN) and its bodies
such as the World Health Organization
(WHO), international and regional organisa-
tions and financial institutions, non-govern-
mental and religious organisations, and the pri-
vate sector. We fully support the UN Mission
for Ebola Emergency Response’s ongoing
work to harness capacity to stop the outbreak,
treat the infected, ensure essential services,
preserve stability and prevent further out-

breaks and urge that it act swiftly to achieve
these objectives.

G20 members are committed to do what is
necessary to ensure the international effort can
extinguish the outbreak and address its medi-
um-term economic and humanitarian costs.
We will work through bilateral, regional and
multilateral channels, and in partnership with
non-governmental stakeholders. We will share
our experiences of successfully fighting Ebola
with our partners, including to promote safe
conditions and training for health care and re-
lief workers. We will work to expedite the ef-
fective and targeted disbursement of funds and
other assistance, balancing between emergen-
cy and longer-term needs.

We invite those governments that have yet
to do so to join in providing financial contribu-
tions, appropriately qualified and trained med-
ical teams and personnel, medical and protec-
tive equipment, and medicines and treatments.
While commending ongoing work, we urge
greater efforts by researchers, regulators and
pharmaceutical companies to develop safe,

1483



Nov. 15 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2014

effective and affordable diagnostic tools, vac-
cines and treatments. We call upon interna-
tional and regional institutions, civil society
and the private sector to work with govern-
ments to mitigate the impacts of the crisis and
ensure the longer-term economic recovery.

In this regard, we urge the World Bank
Group (WBG) and International Monetary
Fund (IMF) to continue their strong support
for the affected countries and welcome the
IMF’s initiative to make available a further
$300 million to stem the Ebola outbreak and
ease pressures on Guinea, Liberia and Sierra
Leone, through a combination of concessional
loans, debt relief, and grants. We ask the IMF
and WBG to explore new, flexible mechanisms
to address the economic effects of future com-
parable crises.

This outbreak illustrates the urgency of ad-
dressing longer-term systemic issues and gaps
in capability, preparedness and response ca-
pacity that expose the global economy to the
impacts of infectious disease. G20 members
recommit to full implementation of the
WHO’s International Health Regulations

(IHR). To this end, and in the context of our
broader efforts to strengthen health systems
globally, we commit to support others to im-
plement the THR and to build capacity to pre-
vent, detect, report early and rapidly respond
to infectious diseases like Ebola. We also com-
mit to fight anti-microbial resistance. Interest-
ed G20 members are supporting this goal
through initiatives to accelerate action across
the Economic Community of West African
States and other vulnerable regions and will re-
port progress and announce a time frame by
May 2015 at the World Health Assembly.

We invite all countries to join us in mobiliz-
ing resources to strengthen national, regional
and global preparedness against the threat
posed by infectious diseases to global health
and strong, sustainable and balanced growth
for all. We will remain vigilant and responsive.

NOTE: The joint statement was first released
by Australia in its capacity as host of the Group
of Twenty Leaders” Summit. An original was
not available for verification of the content of
this joint statement.

The President’s News Conference in Brisbane, Australia

November 16, 2014

The President. Good afternoon. I want to be-
gin by thanking Prime Minister Abbott, the
people of Brisbane, and the people of Australia
for being such extraordinary hosts for the
G-20. All the arrangements were terrific, and,
as always, the people of Australia could not
have been friendlier and better organized. So I
very much appreciate everything that you have
done.

We had a lot of good discussions during the
course of the G-20, but as our Australian
friends say, this wasn’t just a “good old chin-
wag.” [Laughter] 1 really love that expression.
[Laughter] It was a productive summit. And so
I want to thank Tony for his leadership, and
the people of Brizzy truly did shine throughout
this process with their hospitality.

This is the final day of a trip that has taken
me across the Asia-Pacific, a visit that comes
against the backdrop of America’s renewed
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economic strength. The United States is in the
longest stretch of uninterrupted private sector
job growth in its history. Over the last few
years, we've put more people back to work
than all the other advanced economies com-
bined. And this growing economic strength at
home set the stage for the progress that we
have made on this trip. It's been a good week
for American leadership and for American
workers.

We made important progress in our efforts
to open markets to U.S. goods and to boost the
exports that support American jobs. And we
continue to make progress toward the Trans-
Pacific Partnership. Our agreement with China
to extend visas for businesspeople, tourists, and
students is going to boost tourism, grow our
two economies, and create jobs for Americans
and Chinese alike. We also agreed with China
to pursue a bilateral investment treaty, as well
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