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researchers. And as a result, a new path has
been forged.

Among those who traveled that path was
President Xi, who on an exchange program as a
younger man visited our State of Iowa and
stayed with a local family. Mr. President, as a
result of the ties you forged then, families in
Towa still welcome young men and women
from China into their homes and communities.

That path has also been traveled by my wife
Michelle and our two daughters, who visited
China earlier this year. As I was on my visit 5
years ago, they were deeply moved by the his-
tory and majesty of this nation and its people.
And Michelle even tried her hand at tai chi.

Now this path is being walked in new ways.
We recently witnessed an inspiring sight: a
Chinese plane landing in Liberia with supplies

to fight Ebola, and it was unloaded by Chinese
and Americans and Liberians, working togeth-
er, shoulder to shoulder. And today we showed
that we can bring that same spirit to bear as
leaders in the fight against climate change.

In closing, I'd like to recall a Chinese saying
that reflects this spirit of possibility: “Nothing
is too difficult, as long as people have resolve.”
And so I propose a toast: To our people and
the resolve we share, I wish the best of health
to President Xi, his family, and the people of
China, may we continue to walk the path of
friendship and cooperation for the benefit of
ourselves and for the world. Ganbei.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
1:30 p.m. in the Great Hall of the People.

Joint Statement—United States-China Joint Announcement on Climate Change

November 12, 2014
Beijing, China

1. The United States of America and the
People’s Republic of China have a critical role
to play in combating global climate change,
one of the greatest threats facing humanity.
The seriousness of the challenge calls upon the
two sides to work constructively together for
the common good.

2. To this end, President Barack Obama and
President Xi Jinping reaffirmed the impor-
tance of strengthening bilateral cooperation on
climate change and will work together, and
with other countries, to adopt a protocol, an-
other legal instrument or an agreed outcome
with legal force under the Convention applica-
ble to all Parties at the United Nations Climate
Conference in Paris in 2015. They are commit-
ted to reaching an ambitious 2015 agreement
that reflects the principle of common but dif-
ferentiated responsibilities and respective ca-
pabilities, in light of different national circam-
stances.

3. Today, the Presidents of the United
States and China announced their respective
post-2020 actions on climate change, recogniz-
ing that these actions are part of the longer
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range effort to transition to low-carbon econo-
mies, mindful of the global temperature goal of
2°C. The United States intends to achieve an
economy-wide target of reducing its emissions
by 26%—28% below its 2005 level in 2025 and
to make best efforts to reduce its emissions by
28%. China intends to achieve the peaking of
CO2 emissions around 2030 and to make best
efforts to peak early and intends to increase the
share of non—fossil fuels in primary energy
consumption to around 20% by 2030. Both
sides intend to continue to work to increase
ambition over time.

4. The United States and China hope that by
announcing these targets now, they can inject
momentum into the global climate negotia-
tions and inspire other countries to join in
coming forward with ambitious actions as soon
as possible, preferably by the first quarter of
2015. The two Presidents resolved to work
closely together over the next year to address
major impediments to reaching a successful
global climate agreement in Paris.

5. The global scientific community has made
clear that human activity is already changing
the world’s climate system. Accelerating cli-
mate change has caused serious impacts. High-



er temperatures and extreme weather events
are damaging food production, rising sea levels
and more damaging storms are putting our
coastal cities increasingly at risk and the im-
pacts of climate change are already harming
economies around the world, including those
of the United States and China. These devel-
opments urgently require enhanced actions to
tackle the challenge.

6. At the same time, economic evidence
makes increasingly clear that smart action on
climate change now can drive innovation,
strengthen economic growth and bring broad
benefits—from sustainable development to in-
creased energy security, improved public
health and a better quality of life. Tackling cli-
mate change will also strengthen national and
international security.

7. Technological innovation is essential for
reducing the cost of current mitigation tech-
nologies, leading to the invention and dissemi-
nation of new zero and low-carbon technolo-
gies and enhancing the capacity of countries to
reduce their emissions. The United States and
China are two of the world’s largest investors
in clean energy and already have a robust pro-
gram of energy technology cooperation. The
two sides have, among other things:

e established the U.S.-China Climate
Change Working Group (CCWG), under
which they have launched action initia-
tives on vehicles, smart grids, carbon cap-
ture, utilization and storage, energy effi-
ciency, greenhouse gas data manage-
ment, forests and industrial boilers;

e agreed to work together towards the
global phase down of hydrofluorocarbons
(HFCs), very potent greenhouse gases;

e created the U.S.-China Clean Energy
Research Center, which facilitates col-
laborative work in carbon capture and
storage technologies, energy efficiency in
buildings, and clean vehicles; and

* agreed on a joint peer review of ineffi-
cient fossil fuel subsidies under the G-20.

8. The two sides intend to continue
strengthening their policy dialogue and practi-
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cal cooperation, including cooperation on ad-
vanced coal technologies, nuclear energy, shale
gas and renewable energy, which will help op-
timize the energy mix and reduce emissions,
including from coal, in both countries. To fur-
ther support achieving their ambitious climate
goals, today the two sides announced addition-
al measures to strengthen and expand their co-
operation, using the existing vehicles, in partic-
ular the U.S.-China Climate Change Working
Group, the U.S.-China Clean Energy Research
Center and the U.S.-China Strategic and Eco-
nomic Dialogue. These include:

e Expanding Joint Clean Energy Research
and Development: A renewed commit-
ment to the U.S.-China Clean Energy
Research Center, including continued
funding for three existing tracks on build-
ing efficiency, clean vehicles and ad-
vanced coal technology and launching a
new track on the energy-water nexus;

* Advancing Major Carbon Capture, Utili-
zation and Storage Demonstrations: Es-
tablishment of a major new carbon stor-
age project based in China through an in-
ternational public-private consortium led
by the United States and China to inten-
sively study and monitor carbon storage
using industrial CO2 and also work to-
gether on a new Enhanced Water Recov-
ery (EWR) pilot project to produce fresh
water from CO2 injection into deep sa-
line aquifers;

* Enhancing Cooperation on HFCs: Build-
ing on the historic Sunnylands agree-
ment between President Obama and
President Xi regarding HFCs, highly po-
tent greenhouse gases, the two sides will
enhance bilateral cooperation to begin
phasing-down the use of high global
warming potential HFCs and work to-
gether in a multilateral context as agreed
by the two Presidents at their meeting in
St. Petersburg on 6 September 2013;

* Launching a Climate-Smart/Low-Car-
bon Cities Initiative: In response to
growing urbanization and increasingly
significant greenhouse gas emissions
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from cities and recognizing the potential
for local leaders to undertake significant
climate action, the United States and
China will establish a new initiative on
Climate-Smart/Low-Carbon Cities under
the CCWG. As a first step, the United
States and China will convene a Climate-
Smart/Low-Carbon Cities Summit where
leading cities from both countries will
share best practices, set new goals and
celebrate city-level leadership in reduc-
ing carbon emissions and building resil-
ience;

* Promoting Trade in Green Goods: En-
couraging bilateral trade in sustainable
environmental goods and clean energy
technologies, including through a U.S.
trade mission led by Secretaries Moniz

and Pritzker in April 2015 that will focus
on smart low-carbon cities and smart
low-carbon growth technologies; and

e Demonstrating Clean Energy on the
Ground: Additional pilot programs, feasi-
bility studies and other collaborative
projects in the areas of building efficien-
cy, boiler efficiency, solar energy and
smart grids.

NOTE: The joint statement was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on November 11,
but due to the 13-hour time difference be-
tween Washington, DC, and Beijing, China,
the joint statement is dated November 12. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this joint statement.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With

Respect to Iran
November 12, 2014

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in the
Federal Register and transmits to the Congress
a notice stating that the emergency is to contin-
ue in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the national emergency with
respect to Iran that was declared in Executive
Order 12170 of November 14, 1979, is to con-
tinue in effect beyond November 14, 2014.

Because our relations with Iran have not
yet returned to normal, and the process of
implementing the agreements with Iran,
dated January 19, 1981, is still under way, I
have determined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared in
Executive Order 12170 with respect to
Iran.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
November 12, 2014.

NoOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks Prior to a United States-Association of Southeast Asian Nations
Summit Meeting in Nay Pyi Taw, Burma

November 13, 2014

Thank you very much, Mr. President. It is a
great pleasure to be back in this beautiful coun-
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try and to once again have the opportunity to
consult closely with all of our ASEAN partners.
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