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auto industry and American workers. Today,
an auto industry that was flatlining 6 years ago
is building and selling new cars at the fastest
pace in 8 years. American manufacturing is
growing almost twice as fast as the rest of the
economy, with new factories opening their
doors at the fastest pace in decades. That’s
progress we can be proud of.

What's also true is that too many families
still work too many hours with too little to show
for it. And the much longer and profound ero-
sion of middle class jobs and incomes isn’t
something we’re going to reverse overnight.
But there are ideas that we should be putting
into place that would grow jobs and wages fast-
er right now. And one of the best would be to
raise the minimum wage.

We've actually begun to see some modest
wage growth in recent months, but most folks
still haven’t seen a raise in over a decade. It’s
time to stop punishing some of the hardest
working Americans. It’s time to raise the mini-
mum wage. It would put more money in work-
ers’ pockets. It would help 28 million Ameri-
cans. Recent surveys show that a majority of
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small-business owners support a gradual in-
crease to $10.10 an hour. The folks who keep
blocking a minimum wage increase are run-
ning out of excuses. Let’s give America a raise.

Let’s do this, because it would make our
economy stronger and make sure that growth
is shared. Rather than just reading about our
recovery in a headline, more people will feel it
in their own lives. And that’s when America
does best. We do better when the middle class
does better, and when more Americans have
their way to climb into the middle class.

And that’s what drives me every single day.
Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:25 p.m. on October 3 at Millennium
Steel Service, LLC, in Princeton, IN, for
broadcast on October 4. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on October 3, but was embargoed for
release until 6 a.m. on October 4. The related
Proclamation 9184 of October 2 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks at the Dedication Ceremony for the American Veterans Disabled

For Life Memorial
October 5, 2014

Thank you so much. Good afternoon. Please
be seated. To all our disabled veterans—our
extraordinary wounded warriors—we gather
here today, on this gorgeous autumn day in
America, because each of you endured a mo-
ment that shaped the arc of your lives and that
speaks to our debt as a nation.

Maybe it was there on the battlefield, as the
bullets and shrapnel rained down around you.
Maybe it was as you lay there, the medics tend-
ing to your wounds. Perhaps it was days or
months later, in that hospital room, when you
finally came to. Perhaps it was years later, as
you went about your day, or in the midnight
hour, when the memories came rushing back
like a flood.

Wherever you were, whatever your story, it
was the moment that binds each of you forev-

er, that moment of realization that life would
not be the same. Your foot. Your hand. Your
arm. Your leg, maybe both. Your sight. Your
peace of mind. A part of you was gone.

Speaking to his fellow veterans of the Civil
War, the great Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.,
once said, “As T look into your eyes I feel . . .
that a great trial in your youth made you differ-
ent . . . different from what we could have been
without it.” And he said, we learned “a lesson
early which has given a different feeling to
life,” a sense of duty that burns like a fire in the
heart.

To Lois Pope, Art Wilson, and everyone at
the Memorial Foundation and our incredible
veterans service organizations who devoted so
many years of effort, especially our friends at
the Disabled American Veterans; to all the
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architects and craftspeople who lent your tal-
ents to bring this memorial to life; Members of
Congress, Secretaries Jewell and McDonald;
distinguished guests; and most of all, to our
veterans who have come to know “a different
feeling to life,” and to your families: It’s a great
honor to be with you here today.

For more than two centuries, Americans
have left everything they have known and
loved—their families and their friends—and
stepped forward to serve: to win our indepen-
dence, to preserve our Union, to defend our
democracy, to keep safe this country that we
love. And when the guns fall silent, our veter-
ans return home, ready to play their part in the
next chapter of our American story. As a na-
tion, we have not always fulfilled our obliga-
tions to those who served in our name. This is a
painful truth. And few have known this better
than our veterans wounded in war.

In the first years after our Revolution, when
our young Nation still resisted the idea of a
standing army, veterans of the Continental Ar-
my returned to towns that could be indifferent
to their service. One veteran, his hand man-
gled by a British musketball, was deemed, like
many veterans, as “unfit for labor.” And frus-
trated by his inability to secure a disability pen-
sion, he wrote that “many of those who aided
in conquering the enemy are suffering under
the most distressing poverty.” After the Civil
War, and again after the First World War, our
disabled veterans had to organize and march
for the benefits they had earned. Down the de-
cades, our Nation has worked to do better, to
do right by these patriots. Because in the Unit-
ed States of America, those who have fought
for our freedom should never be shunned and
should never be forgotten.

So today we take another step forward. With
this memorial, we commemorate, for the first
time, the two battles our disabled veterans
have fought: the battle over there and the bat-
tle here at home, your battle to recover, which
at times can be even harder and certainly is
longer. You walk these quiet grounds, pause by
the pictures of these men and women—you
look into their eyes, read their words—and
we're somehow able to join them on a journey
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that speaks to the endurance of the American
spirit. And to you, our veterans and wounded
warriors, we thank you for sharing your jour-
ney with us.

Here we feel your fears: the shock of that
first moment when you realized something was
different, the confusion about what would
come next, the frustrations and the worries, as
one veteran said, “that maybe I wouldn’t be
quite the same.”

And then, here we see your resolve: your re-
fusal, in the face of overwhelming odds, to give
in to despair or to cynicism; your decision, your
choice, to overcome. Like the veteran who
said, “It’s possible for a man to lose half his
physical being and still become whole.”

It is here we can see your perseverance:
your unyielding faith that tomorrow can be
better; your relentless determination, often
through years of hard recovery and surgeries
and rehab, learning the simple things all over
again—how to button a shirt or how to write
your name, in some cases, how to talk or how
to walk; and how, when you’ve stumbled, when
you've fallen, you've picked yourself up, you've
carried on, you’ve never given up.

Here we get a glimpse of the wounds within,
the veteran who says, “I relive the war every
day.” Because no matter what war you served
in, and whether they called it “shell shock” or
“battle fatigue” or the hundred—<1,000-yard
stare” or posttraumatic stress, you know that
the unseen wounds of war are just as real as
any other, and they can hurt just as much, if
not more.

Here we're reminded that none of you have
made this journey alone. Beside each of you is
a wife or a husband, mothers and fathers,
brothers and sisters, sons and daughters, and
neighbors and friends, who day after day, year
after year, have been there, lifting you up,
pushing you further, rooting you on, like the
caregiver who said: “I love him for who he was
in his heart. And he still had that.” Today we
salute all your families and the love that never
quits.

And finally, here we see that our wounded
veterans are defined not by what you can’t do,
but by what you can do. Just ask Captain Dawn



Halfaker. In Iraq, her Humvee was hit by an
RPG. She suffered burns and broken bones,
lost her right arm. She struggled physically and
emotionally. But with the help of her fellow
wounded warriors, she came to focus, she said,
“not on what I had lost, but on what I still had.”
And today, what she has is the respect of her
fellow veterans that she mentors; a business of
her own, one that hires veterans; and a beauti-
ful 6-month-old son. Dawn’s picture—this
member of the 9/11 generation—now graces
this memorial, and we are honored that she is
here today. And, Dawn, please stand up.

I've seen Dawn’s story over and over and
over again, in all the wounded warriors and
veterans that I have the honor to meet, from
Walter Reed to Bethesda to Bagram. I know in
Dawn’s life, many of you see your own. Today I
want every American to see it: how, after ev-
erything you endured, after all the loss, you
summoned the best in yourself and found your
strength again; how many of you learned to
walk again and stand again and run again; how
you've competed in races and marathons and
the Paralympics on Team U.S.A.; how you
found joy and love, getting married, raising
children; how you found new ways to serve, re-
turning to your units or starting new businesses
or teaching our children or serving your fellow
veterans or leading in your communities.

America, if you want to know what real
strength is, if you want to see the character of
our country, a country that never quits, look at
these men and women. And I'd ask all of our
disabled veterans here today, if you can stand,
please stand; if not, please raise your hand so
that our Nation can pay tribute to your service.
We thank you, we are inspired by you, and we
honor you.

From this day forward, Americans will come
to this place and ponder the immense sacrifice
made on their behalf, the heavy burden borne
by a few so that we might live in freedom and
peace. Of course, our reflection is not enough.
Our expressions of gratitude are not enough.

Here, in the heart of our Nation’s Capital,
this memorial is a challenge to all of us, a re-
minder of “the obligations this country is un-
der.” And if we are to truly honor these veter-
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ans, we must heed the voices that speak to us
here. Let’s never rush into war, because it is
America’s sons and daughters who bear the
scars of war for the rest of their lives. Let us
only send them into harm’s way when it’s abso-
lutely necessary. And if we do, let’s always give
them the strategy and the mission and the sup-
port that they need to get the job done. When
the mission is over—as our war in Afghanistan
comes to a responsible end in 2 months—let us
stand united as Americans and welcome our
veterans home with the thanks and respect
they deserve.

And if they come home having left a part of
themselves on the battlefield, on our behalf,
this memorial tells us what we must do. When
our wounded veterans set out on that long road
of recovery, we need to move heaven and earth
to make sure they get every single benefit, ev-
ery single bit of care that they have earned,
that they deserve.

If they're hurting and don’t know if they can
go on, we need to say loud and clear, as family
and friends, as neighbors and coworkers, as fel-
low citizens, and as a nation: You are not alone,
it’s all right to ask for help, and we're here to
help you be strong again. Because our wound-
ed warriors may have “a different feeling to
life,” but when we are truly there for them,
when we give them every opportunity to suc-
ceed and continue their enormous contribu-
tions to our country, then our whole Nation is
stronger, and all our lives are richer.

So, if you're an American and you see a vet-
eran—maybe with a prosthetic arm or leg,
maybe burns on their face—don’t ever look
away. Do not turn away. You go up, and you
reach out, and you shake their hand, and you
look them in the eye, and you say those words
every veteran should hear all the time: “Wel-
come home. Thank you. We need you more
than ever. You help us stay strong; you helped
us stay free.”

To every wounded warrior, to every disabled
veteran: Thank you. God bless you. God bless
these United States of America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:21 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Lois P. Pope,
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cofounder and chairman, and Arthur H. Wil-
son, cofounder and president, American Veter-
ans Disabled for Life Memorial; Santa Fe,
NM, resident Michael Naranjo, an Army veter-
an wounded by a grenade blast during the
Vietnam war; Jayme Bozik, wife of Sgt. Joseph
Bozik, USA, a paratrooper in the 82d Airborne

Division who lost his right arm and both legs
from an antitank mine explosion in Iraq in Oc-
tober 2004; and Dawn Halfaker, member of
the board of directors, Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect, and president and chief executive officer,
Halfaker & Associates, LLC, and her son
Raice.

Remarks Following a Meeting on the United States Response to the Ebola
Epidemic in West Africa and an Exchange With Reporters

October 6, 2014

The President. Good afternoon, everybody. I
just had an opportunity to get a full briefing
from my entire team across administrations—
across agencies on the aggressive steps that we
are taking to fight the Ebola epidemic, to stop
the epidemic at its source in West Africa, but
also to make sure that we are doing everything
we need to do to prevent an outbreak here in
the United States.

As I've said from the start of this outbreak, 1
consider this a top national security priority.
This is not just a matter of charity, although
obviously, the humanitarian toll in countries
that are affected in West Africa is extraordi-
narily significant. This is an issue about our
safety. It is also an issue with respect to the po-
litical stability and the economic stability of
this region.

And so it is very important for us to make
sure that we are treating this the same way that
we would treat any other significant national
security threat. And that’s why we’ve got an all-
hands-on-deck approach. From DOD to pub-
lic health, to our development assistance, our
science teams, everybody is putting in time and
effort to make sure that we are addressing this
as aggressively as possible.

I know that the American people are con-
cerned about the possibility of an Ebola out-
break, and Ebola is a very serious disease. And
the ability of people who are infected, who
could carry that across borders, is something
that we have to take extremely seriously. At the
same time, it is important for Americans to
know the facts, and that is that because of the
measures that we’ve put in place, as well as our
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world-class health system and the nature of the
Ebola virus itself, which is difficult to transmit,
the chances of an Ebola outbreak in the United
States is extremely low.

Procedures are now in place to rapidly eval-
uate anybody who might be showing symp-
toms. We saw that with the response of the air-
plane in Newark and how several hospitals
across the United States have been testing for
possible cases. In recent months, we've had
thousands of travelers arriving here from West
Africa. And so far, only one case of Ebola has
been diagnosed in the United States, and that’s
the patient in Dallas. Our prayers are obviously
with him and his family.

We have learned some lessons, though, in
terms of what happened in Dallas. We don’t
have a lot of margin for error. The procedures
and protocols that are put in place must be fol-
lowed. One of the things that we discussed to-
day was how we could make sure that we’re
spreading the word across hospitals, clinics,
any place where a patient might first come in
contact with a medical worker, to make sure
that they know what to look out for and they’re
putting in place the protocols and following
those protocols strictly. And so we're going to
be reaching out not only to Governors and
mayors and public health officials in States all
across the country, but we want to continue to
figure out how we can get the word out every-
where so that everybody understands exactly
what is needed to be done.

Meanwhile, at the Federal level, we're con-
stantly reviewing and evaluating the measures
that we already have in place to see if there are
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