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we will not relent—until we halt this epidemic
once and for all.

So I want to thank all of you for the efforts
that are made. But I hope that I'm properly
communicating a sense of urgency here. Do
not stand by, thinking that somehow, because
of what we’ve done, that it’s taken care of. It’s
not. And if we don’t take care of this now, we
are going to see a fallout effects and secondary
effects from this that will have ramifications for
a long time, above and beyond the lives that
will have been lost.

I urge all of you, particularly those who
have direct access to your heads of state, to
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make sure that they are making this a top
priority in the next several weeks and
months.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. at
United Nations Headquarters. In his remarks,
he referred to Margaret Chan, Director-Gen-
eral, World Health Organization; Ella Watson-
Stryker, health promoter, Doctors Without
Borders” emergency Ebola intervention team
in Kailahun, Sierra Leone; and Maj. Gen. Dar-
ryl A. Williams, USA, commander, U.S. Army
Africa.

Remarks Prior to a Bilateral Meeting With President Abdelfattah Said Elsisi

of Egypt in New York City
September 25, 2014

Well, I want to welcome President Elsisi to
New York and to the United States. And I'm
very much looking forward to this opportunity
to share ideas.

Obviously, the U.S.-Egyptian relationship
has been an important cornerstone of our se-
curity policy and our policy in the Middle East
for a very long time. This is our first opportuni-
ty, face to face, to discuss a wide range of is-
sues, everything from the Palestinian-Israeli

situation in Gaza to Libya, to the issues of
ISIL, Iraq, and Syria.

And so 1 want to welcome the President
here and his delegation, and I look forward to a
constructive, productive conversation.

Okay. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. at
United Nations Headquarters. In his remarks,
he referred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization.

Remarks on the Resignation of Attorney General Eric H. Holder, Jr.

September 25, 2014

The President. Hello, everybody. Please
have a seat. Bobby Kennedy once said, “On
this generation of Americans falls the full bur-
den of proving to the world that we really
mean it when we say all men are created free
and equal before the law.”

As one of the longest serving Attorney Gen-
erals in American history, Eric Holder has
borne that burden. And over the summer, he
came to me, and he said he thought 6 years was
a pretty good run. I imagine his family agrees.
Like me, Eric married up. [Laughter] He and
his wife, Dr. Sharon Malone, a nationally re-
nowned ob-gyn, have been great friends to Mi-

chelle and me for years. And I know Brooke
and Maya and Buddy are excited to get their
dad back for a while.

So this is bittersweet. But with his typical
dedication, Eric has agreed to stay on as Attor-
ney General until I nominate his successor and
that successor is confirmed by the Senate,
which means, he’ll have a chance to add to a
proud career of public service, one that began
nearly 40 years ago as a young prosecutor in
the Department that he now runs.

He was there for 12 years, taking on political
corruption until President Reagan named him
to the bench as a judge. Later, President
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Clinton called him back. So all told, Eric has
served at the Justice Department under six
Presidents of both parties, including a several-
day stint as Acting Attorney General at the
start of George W. Bush’s first term. And
through it all, he’s shown a deep and abiding fi-
delity to one of our most cherished ideals as a
people, and that is equal justice under the law.

As younger men, Eric and I both studied
law. And I chose him to serve as Attorney Gen-
eral because he believes, as I do, that justice is
not just an abstract theory, it’s a living and
breathing principle. It's about how our laws in-
teract with our daily lives. It's about whether
we can make an honest living, whether we can
provide for our families, whether we feel safe
in our own communities and welcomed in our
own country, whether the words that the
Founders set to paper 238 years ago apply to
every single one of us and not just some.

That’s why I made him America’s lawyer,
the people’s lawyer. That comes with a big
portfolio, from counterterrorism to civil rights,
public corruption to white-collar crime. And
alongside the incredible men and women of
the Justice Department—men and women
that, I promise you, he is proud of and will
deeply miss—Eric has done a superb job.

He’s worked side by side with our intelli-
gence community and the Department of
Homeland Security to keep us safe from ter-
rorist attacks and to counter violent extremism.
On his watch, Federal courts have successfully
prosecuted hundreds of terror cases, proving
that the world’s finest justice system is fully ca-
pable of delivering justice for the world’s most
wanted terrorists.

He’s rooted out corruption and fought vio-
lent crime. Under his watch, a few years ago,
the FBI successfully carried out the largest
Mafia takedown in American history. He’s
worked closely with State and local law en-
forcement officers to make sure that they've
got the resources to get the job done. And he’s
managed funds under the Recovery Act to
make sure that when budgets took a hit, thou-
sands of cops were able to stay on the beat na-
tionwide.
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He’s helped safeguard our markets from
manipulation and consumers from financial
fraud. Since 2009, the Justice Department has
brought more than 60 cases against financial
institutions and won some of the largest settle-
ments in history for practices related to the fi-
nancial crisis, recovering $85 billion, much of it
returned to ordinary Americans who were bad-
ly hurt.

He’s worked passionately to make sure our
criminal justice system remains the best in the
world. He knows that too many outdated poli-
cies, no matter how well-intentioned, perpetu-
ate a destructive cycle in too many communi-
ties. So Eric addressed unfair sentencing dis-
parities, reworked mandatory minimums, and
promoted alternatives to incarceration. And
thanks to his efforts, since I took office, the
overall crime rate and the overall incarceration
rate have gone down by about 10 percent.
That’s the first time that they've declined to-
gether, at the same time, in more than 40
years.

Eric’s proudest achievement, though, might
be reinvigorating and restoring the core mis-
sion to what he calls “the conscience of the
building,” and that’s the Civil Rights Division.
He has been relentless against attacks on the
Voting Rights Act, because no citizen, includ-
ing our servicemembers, should have to jump
through hoops to exercise their most funda-
mental right. He’s challenged the discriminato-
ry State immigration laws that not only risked
harassment of citizens and legal immigrants,
but actually made it harder for law enforce-
ment to do its job.

Under his watch, the Department has
brought a record number of prosecutions for
human trafficking and for hate crimes, because
no one in America should be afraid to walk
down the street because of the color of their
skin, the love in their heart, the faith they prac-
tice, or the disabilities that they live with.

He’s dramatically advanced the cause of jus-
tice for Native Americans, working closely with
their communities. And several years ago, he
recommended that our Government stop de-
fending the Defense of Marriage Act, a deci-
sion that was vindicated by the Supreme Court



and opened the door to Federal recognition of
same-sex marriage and Federal benefits for
same-sex couples. It’s a pretty good track re-
cord.

Eric’s father was an immigrant who served in
the Army in World War II only to be refused
service at lunch counters in the Nation he de-
fended. But he and his wife raised their son to
believe that this country’s promise was real, and
that son grew up to become Attorney General
of the United States. And that’s something. And
that’s why Eric’s worked so hard—not just in
my administration, but for decades—to open
up the promise of this country to more striving,
dreaming kids like him. To make sure those
words—life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness—are made real for all of us.

So, soon, Eric, Sharon, and their kids will be
a bit freer to pursue a little more happiness—
[laughter]—of their own. And thanks to Eric’s
efforts, so will more Americans, regardless of
race or religion, gender or creed, sexual orien-
tation or disability, who will receive fair and
equal treatment under the law.

So I just want to say thank you, Eric. Thank
you to the men and women of the Justice De-
partment who work day in and out for the
American people. And we could not be more
grateful for everything that you've done not
just for me and the administration, but for our
country.

Attorney General Holder. T come to this mo-
ment with very mixed emotions: proud of what
the men and women of the Department of Jus-
tice have accomplished over the last 6 years
and, at the same time, very sad that I will not
be a formal part—a formal part—of the great
things that this Department and this President
will accomplish over the next 2.

I want to thank you, Mr. President, for the
opportunity that you gave me to serve and for
giving me the greatest honor of my profession-
al life. We have been great colleagues, but the
bonds between us are much deeper than that.
In good times and in bad, in things personal
and in things professional, you have been there
for me. I'm proud to call you my friend.

I'm also grateful for the support you have
given me and the Department as we have
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made real the visions that you and I have al-
ways shared. I often think of those early talks
between us, about our belief that we might
help to craft a more perfect Union. Now, work
remains to be done, but our list of accomplish-
ments is real.

Over the last 6 years, our administration—
your administration—has made historic gains
in realizing the principles of the founding doc-
uments and fought to protect the most sacred
of American rights: the right to vote.

We have begun to realize the promise of
equality for our LGBT brothers and sisters and
their families. We have begun to significantly
reform our criminal justice system and recon-
nect those who bravely serve in law enforce-
ment with the communities that they protect.

We have kept faith with our belief in the
power of the greatest judicial system the world
has ever known to fairly and effectively adjudi-
cate any cases that are brought before it, in-
cluding those that involve the security of the
Nation that we both love so dearly.

We have taken steps to protect the environ-
ment and make more fair the rules by which
our commercial enterprises operate. And we
have held accountable those who would harm
the American people, either through violent
means or the misuse of economic or political
power.

I have loved the Department of Justice ever
since, as a young boy, I watched Robert Ken-
nedy prove during the civil rights movement
how the Department can and must always be a
force for that which is right. I hope that T have
done honor to the faith that you have placed in
me, Mr. President, and to the legacy of all
those who have served before me.

I would also like to thank the Vice President,
who I have known for so many years, and in
whom I have found great wisdom, unwavering
support, and a shared vision of what America
can and should be.

I want to recognize my good friend Valerie
Jarrett, whom I've been fortunate to work with
from the beginning of what started as an im-
probable, idealistic effort by a young Senator
from Illinois, who we were both right to be-
lieve would achieve greatness.
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I have had the opportunity to serve in your
distinguished Cabinet and worked with a
White House Chief of Staff—a White House
staff ably led by Denis McDonough that has
done much to make real the promise of our de-
mocracy. And the—each of the men and wom-
en who I have come to know will be lifelong
friends.

Whatever my accomplishments, they could
not have been achieved without the love, sup-
port, and guidance of two people who are not
here with me today. My parents, Eric and Mir-
iam Holder, nurtured me and my accom-
plished brother William and made us believe
in the value of individual effort and the great-
ness of this Nation.

My time in public service, which now comes
to an end, would not have been possible with-
out the sacrifices, too often unfair, made by the
best three kids a father could ask for. Thank
you, Maya. Thank you, Brooke. And thank you,
Buddy.

And finally, T want to thank the woman who
sacrificed the most and allowed me to follow

my dreams. She is the foundation of all that
our family is and the basis of all that I have be-
come. My wife Sharon is the unsung hero. And
she is my life partner. Thank you for all that
you have done. I love you.

In the months ahead, 1 will leave the De-
partment of Justice, but I will never—I will
never—leave the work. I will continue to serve
and try to find ways to make our Nation even
more true to its founding ideals.

I want to thank the dedicated public ser-
vants who form the backbone of the United
States Department of Justice for their tireless
work over the past 6 years, for the efforts they
will continue, and for the progress that they
made and that will outlast us all.

And T want to thank you all for joining me
on a journey that now moves in another direc-
tion, but that will always be guided by the pur-
suit of justice and aimed at the north star.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Remarks at the Global Health Security Agenda Summit

September 26, 2014

Good morning, everybody. Welcome to the
White House. Thank you for being here. I
want to welcome Members of Congress, lead-
ers from across my administration, and our
friends and partners, leaders in public health
not just from the United States, but from
around the world. Thank you for joining us to
advance a cause that touches us all: the health
of our people and the security of our nations
and of the world.

Today, of course, our thoughts and prayers
are with the people of West Africa. And I know
that some of you have been there, doing heroic
work in the fight against Ebola. You've seen
firsthand the tragedy that’s taking place. In Li-
beria, in Sierra Leone, in Guinea, people are
terrified. Hospitals, clinics, treatment centers
are overwhelmed, leaving people dying on the
streets. Public health systems are near col-
lapse. And then, there are the secondary ef-
fects: economic growth is slowing dramatically,
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governments are being strained. And if left un-
checked, experts predict that hundreds of
thousands of people could be killed in a matter
of months.

And that’s why I've told my team that fight-
ing this epidemic is a national security priority
for the United States. It’s why I recently an-
nounced a major increase in our efforts. Our
military command in Liberia is now up and
running. We're standing up an airbridge to
move health workers and supplies into West
Africa more quickly. We're setting up a field
hospital, new treatment units, a facility to train
thousands of health workers. So this is an area
where the United States has an opportunity to
lead, and we’ve been making a major contribu-
tion.

But yesterday, at the United Nations, I
joined with Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
and Dr. Chan and said this has to be a global
priority. Over the last week, culminating yes-
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