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So our counterterrorism cooperation and
the partnerships that we have formed with
countries like Ethiopia are going to be critical
to our overall efforts to defeat terrorism.

And also, the Prime Minister and the Gov-
ernment is going to be organizing elections in
Ethiopia this year. I know something about
that. We've got some midterms coming up.
And so we’ll have an opportunity to talk about
civil society and governance and how we can
make sure that Ethiopia’s progress and exam-
ple can extend to civil society as well and mak-
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ing sure that throughout the continent of Afri-
ca, we continue to widen and broaden our ef-
forts at democracy, all of which isn’t just good
for politics, but ends up being good for eco-
nomics as well, as we discussed at the Africa
Summit.

So thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:57 a.m. at the
Waldorf Astoria New York hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization.

Remarks at a United Nations Meeting on the Ebola Epidemic in West Africa

in New York City
September 25, 2014

Mr. Secretary-General, thank you for bring-
ing us together today to address an urgent
threat to the people of West Africa, but also a
potential threat to the world. Dr. Chan, heads
of state and government, especially our African
partners, ladies and gentlemen: As we gather
here today, the people of Liberia and Sierra
Leone and Guinea are in crisis. As Secretary-
General Ban and Dr. Chan have already indi-
cated, the Ebola virus is spreading at alarming
speed. Thousands of men, women, and chil-
dren have died. Thousands more are infected.
If unchecked, this epidemic could kill hun-
dreds of thousands of people in the coming
months. Hundreds of thousands.

Ebola is a horrific disease. It’s wiping out
entire families. It’s turned simple acts of love
and comfort and kindness, like holding a sick
friend’s hand or embracing a dying child, into
potentially fatal acts. If ever there were a pub-
lic health emergency deserving an urgent,
strong, and coordinated international re-
sponse, this is it.

But this is also more than a health crisis.
This is a growing threat to regional and global
security. In Liberia, in Guinea, in Sierra Le-
one, public health systems have collapsed.
Economic growth is slowing dramatically. If
this epidemic is not stopped, this disease could
cause a humanitarian catastrophe across the
region. And in an era where regional crises can

quickly become global threats, stopping Ebola
is in the interest of all of us.

Now, the courageous men and women fight-
ing on the front lines of this disease have told
us what they need. They need more beds, they
need more supplies, they need more health
workers, and they need all of this as fast as pos-
sible. Right now patients are being left to die in
the streets because there’s nowhere to put
them and there’s nobody to help them. One
health worker in Sierra Leone compared fight-
ing this outbreak to “fighting a forest fire with
spray bottles.” But with our help, they can put
out the blaze.

Last week, I visited the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, which is mounting the
largest international response in its history. I
said that the world could count on America to
lead and that we will provide the capabilities
that only we have and mobilize the world the
way we have done in the past in crises of simi-
lar magnitude. And I announced that, in addi-
tion to the civilian response, the United States
would establish a military command in Liberia
to support civilian efforts across the region.

Today, that command is up, and it is run-
ning. Our commander is on the ground in
Monrovia, and our teams are working as fast as
they can to move in personnel, equipment, and
supplies. We're working with Senegal to stand
up an airbridge to get health workers and
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medical supplies into West Africa faster. We're
setting up a field hospital, which will be staffed
by personnel from the U.S. Public Health Ser-
vice, and a training facility, where we're getting
ready to train thousands of health workers
from around the world. We're distributing sup-
plies and information kits to hundreds of thou-
sands of families so they can better protect
themselves. And together with our partners,
we’'ll quickly build new treatment units across
Liberia, Guinea, and Sierra Leone, where
thousands will be able to receive care.

Meanwhile, in just the past week, more
countries and organizations have stepped up
their efforts, and so has the United Nations.
Mr. Secretary-General, the new U.N. Mission
for Ebola Emergency Response that you an-
nounced last week will bring all of the U.N.’s
resources to bear in fighting the epidemic. We
thank you for your leadership.

So this is all progress, and it is encouraging.
But I want us to be clear: We are not moving
fast enough. We are not doing enough. Right
now everybody has the best of intentions, but
people are not putting in the kinds of resources
that are necessary to put a stop to this epidem-
ic. There is still a significant gap between
where we are and where we need to be. We
know from experience that the response to an
outbreak of this magnitude has to be fast and it
has to be sustained. It's a marathon, but you
have to run it like a sprint. And that’s only pos-
sible if everybody chips in, if every nation and
every organization takes this seriously. Every-
body here has to do more.

International organizations have to move
faster and cut through redtape and mobilize
partners on the ground as only they can. More
nations need to contribute critical assets and
capabilities, whether it is air transport or medi-
cal evacuation or health care workers or equip-
ment or treatment. More foundations can tap
into the networks of support that they have to
raise funds and awareness. More businesses,
especially those who already have a presence in
the region, can quickly provide their own ex-
pertise and resources, from access to critical
supply chains to telecommunications. And
more citizens—of all nations—can educate
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themselves on this crisis, contribute to relief
efforts, and call on their leaders to act. So ev-
erybody can do something. That's why we're
here today.

And even as we meet the urgent threat of
Ebola, it’s clear that our nations have to do
more to prevent, detect, and respond to future
biological threats—before they erupt into full-
blown crises. So tomorrow, in Washington, T'll
host 44 nations to advance our global health se-
curity agenda, and we are interested in work-
ing with any country that shares this commit-
ment.

Just to emphasize this issue of speed again:
When I was down at the CDC—and perhaps
this has already been discussed, but I want to
emphasize this—the outbreak is such where at
this point, more people will die. But the slope
of the curve, how fast we can arrest the spread
of this disease, how quickly we can contain it is
within our control. And if we move fast, even if
imperfectly, then that could mean the differ-
ence between 10,000, 20,000, 30,000 deaths
versus hundreds of thousands or even a million
deaths. So this is not one where there should
be a lot of wrangling and people waiting to see
who else is doing what. Everybody has got to
move fast in order for us to make a difference.
And if we do, we’ll save hundreds of thousands
of lives.

Stopping Ebola is a priority for the United
States. I've said that this is as important a na-
tional security priority for my team as anything
else that’s out there. We’ll do our part. We will
continue to lead, but this has to be a priority
for everybody else. We cannot do this alone.
We don’t have the capacity to do all of this by
ourselves. We don’t have enough health work-
ers by ourselves. We can build the infrastruc-
ture and the architecture to get help in, but
we’re going to need others to contribute.

To my fellow leaders from Liberia, Sierra
Leone, and Guinea, to the people of West Afri-
ca, to the heroic health workers who are on the
ground as we speak, in some cases, putting
themselves at risk: I want you to know that you
are not alone. We're working urgently to get
you the help you need. And we will not stop—



we will not relent—until we halt this epidemic
once and for all.

So I want to thank all of you for the efforts
that are made. But I hope that I'm properly
communicating a sense of urgency here. Do
not stand by, thinking that somehow, because
of what we’ve done, that it’s taken care of. It’s
not. And if we don’t take care of this now, we
are going to see a fallout effects and secondary
effects from this that will have ramifications for
a long time, above and beyond the lives that
will have been lost.

I urge all of you, particularly those who
have direct access to your heads of state, to
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make sure that they are making this a top
priority in the next several weeks and
months.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. at
United Nations Headquarters. In his remarks,
he referred to Margaret Chan, Director-Gen-
eral, World Health Organization; Ella Watson-
Stryker, health promoter, Doctors Without
Borders” emergency Ebola intervention team
in Kailahun, Sierra Leone; and Maj. Gen. Dar-
ryl A. Williams, USA, commander, U.S. Army
Africa.

Remarks Prior to a Bilateral Meeting With President Abdelfattah Said Elsisi

of Egypt in New York City
September 25, 2014

Well, I want to welcome President Elsisi to
New York and to the United States. And I'm
very much looking forward to this opportunity
to share ideas.

Obviously, the U.S.-Egyptian relationship
has been an important cornerstone of our se-
curity policy and our policy in the Middle East
for a very long time. This is our first opportuni-
ty, face to face, to discuss a wide range of is-
sues, everything from the Palestinian-Israeli

situation in Gaza to Libya, to the issues of
ISIL, Iraq, and Syria.

And so 1 want to welcome the President
here and his delegation, and I look forward to a
constructive, productive conversation.

Okay. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. at
United Nations Headquarters. In his remarks,
he referred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization.

Remarks on the Resignation of Attorney General Eric H. Holder, Jr.

September 25, 2014

The President. Hello, everybody. Please
have a seat. Bobby Kennedy once said, “On
this generation of Americans falls the full bur-
den of proving to the world that we really
mean it when we say all men are created free
and equal before the law.”

As one of the longest serving Attorney Gen-
erals in American history, Eric Holder has
borne that burden. And over the summer, he
came to me, and he said he thought 6 years was
a pretty good run. I imagine his family agrees.
Like me, Eric married up. [Laughter] He and
his wife, Dr. Sharon Malone, a nationally re-
nowned ob-gyn, have been great friends to Mi-

chelle and me for years. And I know Brooke
and Maya and Buddy are excited to get their
dad back for a while.

So this is bittersweet. But with his typical
dedication, Eric has agreed to stay on as Attor-
ney General until I nominate his successor and
that successor is confirmed by the Senate,
which means, he’ll have a chance to add to a
proud career of public service, one that began
nearly 40 years ago as a young prosecutor in
the Department that he now runs.

He was there for 12 years, taking on political
corruption until President Reagan named him
to the bench as a judge. Later, President
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