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the Press Secretary on August 15, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on August
16.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Commencement of
United States Military Operations in Iraq

August 17, 2014
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

On August 14, 2014, I authorized the U.S.
Armed Forces to conduct targeted air strikes
to support operations by Iraqi forces to recap-
ture the Mosul Dam. These military operations
will be limited in their scope and duration as
necessary to support the Iraqi forces in their
efforts to retake and establish control of this
critical infrastructure site, as part of their on-
going campaign against the terrorist group the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).
The failure of the Mosul Dam could threaten
the lives of large numbers of civilians, endan-
ger U.S. personnel and facilities, including the
U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, and prevent the
Iraqi government from providing critical ser-
vices to the Iraqgi populace. Pursuant to this au-
thorization, on the evening of August 15, 2014,
U.S. military forces commenced targeted air-
strike operations in Iraq.

I have directed these actions, which are in
the national security and foreign policy inter-
ests of the United States, pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign re-
lations and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive. These actions are being undertaken
in coordination with the Iragi government.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution (Public
Law 93-148). I appreciate the support of the
Congress in this action.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Patrick J. Leahy, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate.

Remarks on the Situations in Iraq and Ferguson, Missouri, and an Exchange

With Reporters
August 18, 2014

The President. Good afternoon, everybody.
Earlier today I received an update from my
team on two separate issues that I've been fol-
lowing closely: our ongoing operation in Iraq
and the situation in Ferguson, Missouri.

With respect to Iraq, we continue to see im-
portant progress across different parts of our
strategy to support the Iraqi Government and
combat the threat from the terrorist group
ISIL. First, our military operations are effec-
tively protecting our personnel and facilities in
Iraq. Over the last 11 days, American airstrikes
have stopped the ISIL advance around the city
of Erbil and pushed back the terrorists. Mean-

while, we have urgently provided additional
arms and assistance to Iraqi forces, including
Kurdish and Iraqi security forces who are
fighting on the front lines.

Today, with our support, Iragi and Kurdish
forces took a major step forward by recaptur-
ing the largest dam in Iraq near the city of Mo-
sul. The Mosul Dam fell under terrorist con-
trol earlier this month and is directly tied to
our objective of protecting Americans in Iraq.
If that dam was breached, it could have proven
catastrophic, with floods that would have
threatened the lives of thousands of civilians
and endanger our Embassy compound in
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Baghdad. Iraqi and Kurdish forces took the
lead on the ground and performed with cour-
age and determination. So this operation dem-
onstrates that Iraqi and Kurdish forces are ca-
pable of working together in taking the fight to
ISIL. If they continue to do so, they will have
the strong support of the United States of
America.

Second, we're building an international co-
alition to address the humanitarian crisis in
northern Iraq. Even as we've worked to help
many thousands of Yazidis escape the siege of
Mount Sinjar, hundreds of thousands of Iraqis
have been displaced by ISIL’s violence, and
many more are still at risk. Going forward, the
United States will work with the Iraqi Govern-
ment, as well as partners like the United King-
dom, Canada, France, Italy, and Australia, to
get food and water to people in need and to
bring long-term relief to people who have been
driven from their homes.

Third, we will continue to pursue a long-
term strategy to turn the tide against ISIL by
supporting the new Iragi Government and
working with key partners in the region and
beyond. Over the last week, we saw historic
progress as Iraqis named a new Prime Minis-
ter-designate, Haider al-Abadi, and Iraq’s out-
going Prime Minister Maliki agreed to step
down. This peaceful transition of power will
mark a major milestone in Iraq’s political de-
velopment, but as I think we’re all aware, the
work is not yet done.

Over the next few weeks, Dr. Abadi needs to
complete the work of forming a new, broad-
based, inclusive Iraqi Government, one that
develops a national program to address the in-
terests of all Iraqis. Without that progress, ex-
tremists like ISIL can continue to prey upon
Iraq’s divisions. With that new Government in
place, Iragis will be able to unite the country
against the threat from ISIL, and they will be
able to look forward to increased support not
just from the United States, but from other
countries in the region and around the world.

Let’s remember, ISIL poses a threat to all
Iraqis and to the entire region. They claim to
represent Sunni grievances, but they slaughter
Sunni men, women, and children. They claim
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to oppose foreign forces, but they actively re-
cruit foreign fighters to advance their hateful
ideology.

So the Iraqi people need to reject them and
unite to begin to push them out of the lands
that they’ve occupied, as we’re seeing at Mosul
Dam. And this is going to take time. There are
going to be many challenges ahead. But mean-
while, there should be no doubt that the Unit-
ed States military will continue to carry out the
limited missions that I've authorized: protect-
ing our personnel and facilities in Iraq in both
Erbil and Baghdad and providing humanitari-
an support, as we did on Mount Sinjar.

My administration has consulted closely
with Congress about our strategy in Iraq, and
we are going to continue to do so in the weeks
to come, because when it comes to the security
of our people and our efforts against a terrorist
group like ISIL, we need to be united in our
resolve.

I also want to address the situation in Fergu-
son, Missouri. Earlier this afternoon I spoke
with Governor Nixon as well as Senators Roy
Blunt and Claire McCaskill. T also met with At-
torney General Eric Holder. The Justice De-
partment has opened an independent Federal
civil rights investigation into the death of Mi-
chael Brown. They are on the ground, and
along with the FBI, they are devoting substan-
tial resources to that investigation. The Attor-
ney General himself will be traveling to Fergu-
son on Wednesday to meet with the FBI
agents and DOJ personnel conducting the
Federal criminal investigation, and he will re-
ceive an update from them on their progress.
He will also be meeting with other leaders in
the community, whose support is so critical to
bringing about peace and calm in Ferguson.

Ronald Davis, the Director of the DOJ’s Of-
fice of Community-Oriented Policing Services,
or COPS, is also traveling to Ferguson tomor-
row to work with police officials on the ground.
We've also had experts from the DOJ’s Com-
munity Relations Service working in Ferguson
since the days after the shooting to foster con-
versations among local stakeholders and re-
duce tensions among the community.



So let me close just saying a few words about
the tensions there. We have all seen images of
protesters and law enforcement in the streets.
It's clear that the vast majority of people are
peacefully protesting. What's also clear is that a
small minority of individuals are not. While I
understand the passions and the anger that
arise over the death of Michael Brown, giving
into that anger by looting or carrying guns and
even attacking the police only serves to raise
tensions and stir chaos. It undermines rather
than advancing justice.

Let me also be clear that our constitutional
rights to speak freely, to assemble, and to re-
port in the press must be vigilantly safeguard-
ed, especially in moments like these. There’s
no excuse for excessive force by police or any
action that denies people the right to protest
peacefully. Ours is a nation of laws for the citi-
zens who live under them and for the citizens
who enforce them.

So to a community in Ferguson that is right-
ly hurting and looking for answers, let me call
once again for us to seek some understanding
rather than simply holler at each other. Let’s
seek to heal rather than to wound each other.
As Americans, we've got to use this moment to
seek out our shared humanity that’s been laid
bare by this moment: the potential of a young
man and the sorrows of parents, the frustra-
tions of a community, the ideals that we hold as
one united American family.

I've said this before: In too many communi-
ties around the country, a gulf of mistrust exists
between local residents and law enforcement.
In too many communities, too many young
men of color are left behind and seen only as
objects of fear. Through initiatives like “My
Brother’s Keeper,” I'm personally committed
to changing both perception and reality. And
already, we're making some significant prog-
ress, as people of good will of all races are
ready to chip in. But that requires that we
build and not tear down. And that requires we
listen and not just shout. That's how we’re go-
ing to move forward together, by trying to
unite each other and understand each other
and not simply divide ourselves from one an-
other. We're going to have to hold tight to
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those values in the days ahead. That’s how we
bring about justice, and that’s how we bring
about peace.

So with that, I've got a few questions I'm go-
ing to take. I'm going to start with Jim
Kuhnhenn of AP. Yes.

Militarization of Local Police Forces/Mobilization
of National Guard Troops in Ferguson, Missouri

Q. Right here, Mr. President. The incident
in Ferguson has led to a discussion about
whether it’s proper to militarize the Nation’s
city police forces, and I'm wondering whether
you wonder or if you think that—you see that
as a factor regarding the police response in
Ferguson. And also, do you agree with the de-
cision by the Governor to send in the National
Guard?

The President. Well, T think one of the great
things about the United States has been our
ability to maintain a distinction between our
military and domestic law enforcement. That
helps preserve our civil liberties. That helps
ensure that the military is accountable to civil-
ian direction. And that has to be preserved.

After 9/11, T think understandably, a lot of
folks saw local communities that were ill-
equipped for a potential catastrophic terrorist
attack, and I think people in Congress, people
of good will, decided we've got to make sure
that they get proper equipment to deal with
threats that historically wouldn’t arise in local
communities. And some of that has been use-
ful. I mean, some law enforcement didn’t have
radios that they could operate effectively in the
midst of a disaster. Some communities needed
to be prepared if in fact there was a chemical
attack and they didn’t have hazmat suits.

Having said that, T think it’s probably useful
for us to review how the funding has gone, how
local law enforcement has used grant dollars,
to make sure that what they’re purchasing is
stuff that they actually need, because there is a
big difference between our military and our lo-
cal law enforcement, and we don’t want those
lines blurred. That would be contrary to our
traditions. And I think that there will be some
bipartisan interest in reexamining some of
those programs.
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With respect to the National Guard, I think
it’s important just to remember, this was a
State-activated National Guard, and so it’s un-
der the charge of the Governor. This is not
something that we initiated at the Federal lev-
el. T spoke to Jay Nixon about this, expressed
an interest in making sure that if in fact a Na-
tional Guard is used, it is used in a limited and
appropriate way. He described the support
role that they're going to be providing to local
law enforcement, and I'll be watching over the
next several days to assess whether, in fact, it’s
helping rather than hindering progress in Fer-
guson.

Steve Holland, Reuters.

U.S. Military Role in Irag/Formation of New
Government in Iraq

Q. Thank you. How do you avoid mission
creep in Iraq? And how long do you think it
will take to contain ISIL?

The President. Well, 1 have been firm from
the start that we are not reintroducing thou-
sands of U.S. troops back on the ground to en-
gage in combat. We're not the Iraqi military.
We're not even the Iraqi air force. This is—I
am the Commander in Chief of the United
States Armed Forces, and Iraq is going to have
to ultimately provide for its own security.

On the other hand, we’ve got a national se-
curity interest in making sure our people are
protected and in making sure that a savage
group that seems willing to slaughter people
for no rhyme or reason other than they have
not kowtowed to them, that a group like that is
contained, because ultimately, it can pose a
threat to us.

So my goal is, number one, to make sure
we've got a viable partner. And that's why we
have so consistently emphasized the need for a
Government-formation process that is inclu-
sive, that is credible, that is legitimate, and that
can appeal to Sunnis as well as Shias and
Kurds. We've made significant progress on that
front, but we’re not there yet. And I told my
national security team today—and I will say

* White House correction.
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publicly—that we want to continue to commu-
nicate to politicians of all stripes in Iraq: Don’t
think that because we have engaged in air-
strikes to protect our people that now is the
time to let the foot off the gas and return to the
same kind of dysfunction that has so weakened
the country generally.

Dr. Abadi has said the right things. I was im-
pressed in my conversation with him about his
vision for an inclusive Government. But
they've got to get this done, because the wolf is
at the door, and in order for them to be credi-
ble with the Iragi people, they're going to have
to put behind some of the old practices and ac-
tually create a credible, united Government.

When we see a credible Iraqi Government,
we are then in a position to engage with plan-
ning not just with the Iraqi Government, but
also with regional actors and folks beyond the
Middle East so that we can craft the kind of
joint strategy—joint counterterrorism strate-
gy—that I discussed at West Point and I dis-
cussed several years ago at the National De-
fense College [University]. Our goal is to have
effective partners on the ground. And if we
have effective partners on the ground, mission
creep is much less likely.

Typically, what happens with mission creep
is when we start deciding that we're the ones
who have to do it all ourselves. And that—be-
cause of the excellence of our military, that can
work for a time. We learned that in Iraq. But
it’s not sustainable. It’s not lasting. And so I've
been very firm about this precisely because our
goal here has to be to be able to build up a
structure not just in Iraqg, but regionally, that
can be maintained, and that is not involving us
effectively trying to govern or impose our mili-
tary will on a country that is hostile to us. All
right?

Q. How long to contain ISIL then? It
sounds like a long-term project.

The President. Well, I don’t think, Steve, at
this point I'm prepared to provide a blanket
answer to that. A lot of it depends on how ef-
fectively the Iragi Government comes togeth-
er. I think that you will see, if in fact that Gov-



ernment-formation process moves rapidly and
credibly, that there will be a lot of actors in the
region and around the world that are prepared
to help and to step up assistance, many of
whom may have been reticent over the last
several years because the perception was, at
least, that Baghdad was not being inclusive and
that it was going to be self-defeating to put
more resources into it.

I think you'll see a lot of folks step up; sud-
denly, now Iraq will have a variety of partners.
And with more folks unified around the effort,
I think it’s something that can be accom-
plished. It also means that there’s the prospect
of Sunni tribes, who are the primary residents
of areas that ISIL now controls, saying we've
got a viable option, and we would rather work
with a central Government that appears to un-
derstand our grievances and is prepared to
meet them rather than to deal with individuals
who don’t seem to have any values beyond
death and destruction.

I'm going to take the last question from
somebody who, after 41 years, I understand,
has decided to retire. Ann Compton, every-
body here knows, is not only the consummate
professional, but is also just a pleasure to get to
know. I was proud to be able to hug her grand-
baby recently. And T suspect that may have
something to do with her decision. But I just
want to say publicly, Ann, we’re going to miss
you, and we're very, very proud of the extraor-
dinary career and work that you've done, and
we hope you're not a stranger around here,
)

ABC News White House Correspondent
Ann Compton. Thank you very much.

The President. Ann Compton. [Applause]

Ms. Compton. Thank you.

The President. 1 suspect you may get some
cake at some point. [Laughter]

Department of Justice Investigation of Shooting
in Ferguson, Missouri/“My Brother’s Keeper”
Initiative/Racial Disparities in Criminal Justice
System/Violence Committed by Protesters in
Ferguson, Missouri

Ms. Compton. Let me ask you, this is an in-
teresting time in your Presidency. And one of
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the things that you have so emphasized in the
last few months, the last year or so, is this reach
out to brothers—*“My Brother’s Keeper” and
to a generation that doesn’t feel that it has
much chance. Sending the Attorney General to
Ferguson is a step. Has anyone there asked you
or have you considered going yourself? Is there
more that you personally could do not just for
Ferguson, but for communities that might also
feel that kind of tension and see it erupt in the
way it has in Ferguson?

The President. Well, Ann, obviously, we've
seen events in which there’s a big gulf between
community perceptions and law enforcement
perceptions around the country. This is not
something new. It’s always tragic when it in-
volves the death of someone so young.

I have to be very careful about not prejudg-
ing these events before investigations are com-
pleted because, although these are issues of lo-
cal jurisdiction, the DOJ works for me, and
when they’re conducting an investigation, I've
got to make sure that I don’t look like I'm put-
ting my thumb on the scales one way or the
other. So it’s hard for me to address a specific
case beyond making sure that it’s conducted in
a way that is transparent, where there’s ac-
countability, where people can trust the pro-
cess, hoping that as a consequence of a fair and
just process, you end up with a fair and just
outcome.

But as I think I've said on—in some past oc-
casions, part of the ongoing challenge of per-
fecting our Union has involved dealing with
communities that feel left behind, who, as a
consequence of tragic histories, often find
themselves isolated, often find themselves
without hope, without economic prospects.
You have young men of color in many commu-
nities who are more likely to end up in jail or in
the criminal justice system than they are in a
good job or in college. And part of my job that
I can do, I think, without any potential con-
flicts is to get at those root causes.

Now, that’s a big project. It’s one that we’ve
been trying to carry out now for a couple of
centuries. And we’ve made extraordinary prog-
ress, but we have not made enough progress.
And so the idea behind something like “My

1107



Aug. 18/ Administration of Barack Obama, 2014

Brother’s Keeper” is, can we work with cities
and communities and clergy and parents and
young people themselves all across the coun-
try, school superintendents, businesses, corpo-
rations, and can we find models that work that
move these young men on a better track?

Now, part of that process is also looking at
our criminal justice system to make sure that it
is upholding the basic principle of everybody is
equal before the law.

And one of the things that we've looked at
during the course of where we can—during
the course of investigating where we can make
a difference is that there are patterns that start
early. Young African American and Hispanic
boys tend to get suspended from school at
much higher rates than other kids, even when
they're in elementary school. They tend to
have much more frequent interactions with the
criminal justice system at an earlier age. Sen-
tencing may be different. How trials are con-
ducted may be different. And so one of the
things that we’ve done is to include the De-
partment of Justice in this conversation under
the banner of “My Brother’s Keeper” to see
where can we start working with local commu-
nities to inculcate more trust, more confidence
in the criminal justice system.

And T want to be clear about this, because
sometimes, I think there’s confusion around
these issues, and this dates back for decades.
There are young Black men that commit
crime. And we can argue about why that hap-
pened, because of the poverty they were born
into and the lack of opportunity, or the schools
systems that failed them, or what have you. But
if they commit a crime, then they need to be
prosecuted, because every community has an
interest in public safety. And if you go into the
African American community or the Latino
community, some of the folks who are most in-
tent on making sure that criminals are dealt
with are people who have been preyed upon by
them.

So this is not an argument that there isn’t re-
al crime out there and that law enforcement
doesn’t have a difficult job and that they have
to be honored and respected for the danger
and difficulty of law enforcement. But what is
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also true is that given the history of this coun-
try, where we can make progress in building up
more confidence, more trust, making sure that
our criminal justice system is acutely aware of
the possibilities of disparities in treatment,
there are safeguards in place to avoid those dis-
parities, where training and assistance is pro-
vided to local law enforcement who may just
need more information in order to avoid po-
tential disparity—all those things can make a
difference.

One of the things I was most proud of when
I was in the State legislature—way back when I
had no gray hair and none of you could pro-
nounce my name—was, I passed legislation re-
quiring videotaping of interrogations and con-
fessions, and T passed legislation dealing with
racial profiling in Illinois. And in both cases,
we worked with local law enforcement. And
the argument was that you can do a better job
as a law enforcement official if you have built
up credibility and trust. And there are some
basic things that can be done to promote that
kind of trust. And in some cases, there’s just a
lack of information, and we want to make sure
that we get that information to law enforce-
ment.

So there are things that can be done to im-
prove the situation. But short term, obviously,
right now what we have to do is to make sure
that the cause of justice and fair administration
of the law is being brought to bear in Fergu-
son. In order to do that, we’ve got to make sure
that we are able to distinguish between peace-
ful protesters who may have some legitimate
grievances and maybe longstanding grievances
and those who are using this tragic death as an
excuse to engage in criminal behavior and toss-
ing Molotov cocktails or looting stores. And
that is a small minority of folks and may not
even be residents of Ferguson, but they are
damaging the cause, they’re not advancing it.

All right? Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:27 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
Michael Brown, who was shot by a police offi-
cer in Ferguson, MO, on August 9, and his par-



ents Michael Brown, Sr., and Lesley McSpad-
den. He also referred to the Islamic State of
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Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organiza-
tion.

Statement on the Death of Former Senator James M. Jeffords

August 18, 2014

Michelle and I send our deepest sympathies
to the family of Senator James M. Jeffords on
his passing. Jim devoted his life to service, as a
naval officer, a local leader in his hometown of
Shrewsbury, and eventually as a U.S. Senator
representing his beloved Vermont. During his
more than 30 years in Washington, Jim never
lost the fiercely independent spirit that made
Vermonters—and people across America—trust
and respect him. Whatever the issue—whether
it was protecting the environment, supporting

Americans with disabilities, or whether to au-
thorize the war in Irag—Jim voted his princi-
ples, even if it sometimes meant taking a lonely
or unpopular stance. Vermonters sent him to
Washington to follow his conscience, and he did
them proud.

Our prayers are with the Jeffords family, in-
cluding his son Leonard and daughter Laura.
And we're grateful to Jim for his legacy of ser-
vice to Vermont and the United States of
America.

Statement on the Elimination of Syria’s Declared Chemical Weapons

Stockpile
August 18, 2014

Today we mark an important achievement
in our ongoing effort to counter the spread of
weapons of mass destruction by eliminating
Syria’s declared chemical weapons stockpile.
The most lethal declared chemical weapons
possessed by the Syrian regime were destroyed
by dedicated U.S. civilian and military profes-
sionals using a unique American capability
aboard the MV Cape Ray, and they did so
aboard that U.S. vessel several weeks ahead of
schedule.

This is a major milestone in the international
community’s efforts under the leadership of
the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemi-
cal Weapons (OPCW) to rid the Syrian regime
of its chemical weapons. It further advances
our collective goal to ensure that the Asad re-
gime cannot use its chemical arsenal against
the Syrian people and sends a clear message
that the use of these abhorrent weapons has
consequences and will not be tolerated by the
international community.

We are grateful to the United Nations-
OPCW Joint Mission and the entire interna-
tional coalition for their unprecedented

achievements. In particular, we appreciate the
dedication of Joint Mission Special Coordina-
tor Sigrid Kaag, OPCW Director General
Uziimcii, and their teams for their vital work.
We also thank our close allies and partners—
Denmark, Norway, Italy, Finland, Germany,
and the United Kingdom—for their key contri-
butions to this mission, and we appreciate the
assistance of Russia and China. Going forward,
we will watch closely to see that Syria fulfills its
commitment to destroy its remaining declared
chemical weapons production facilities. In ad-
dition, serious questions remain with respect
to the omissions and discrepancies in Syria’s
declaration to the OPCW and about continued
allegations of use. These concerns must be ad-
dressed, and we will work closely with the OP-
CW and the international community to seek
resolution of these open issues, even as we
broadly press the Asad regime to end the hor-
rific atrocities it continues to commit against its

people.

NOTE: The statement referred to President
Bashar al-Asad of Syria.
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