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gional threats. A new generation of young Afri-
cans is making its voice heard.

Africa’s rise means opportunity for all of us,
including the opportunity to transform the re-
lationship between the United States and Afri-
ca. As I said in Cape Town last year, it’s time
for a new model of partnership between Amer-
ica and Africa: a partnership of equals that fo-
cuses on African capacity to solve problems
and on Africa’s capacity to grow. And that’s
why we’re here.

And to my fellow leaders, I want to thank
you and your teams for helping us to shape our
agenda today. Our work can build on the valu-
able contributions already made this week by
civil society groups, the private sector, young
Africans, and—at our first session of this sum-
mit—our faith communities, which do so much
to sustain the U.S.-Africa relationship. Differ-
ent though they may be, our faith traditions re-
mind us of the inherent dignity of every human
being and that our work as nations must be
rooted in empathy and compassion for each
other, as brothers and as sisters.

Now, today is an opportunity to focus on
three broad areas where we can make progress
together.

Number one, we have the opportunity to ex-
pand trade that creates jobs. The new trade
deals and investments I announced yesterday
are an important step. And today we can focus
on what we can do, as governments, to acceler-
ate that of investment: economic and regulato-
ry reforms, regional integration, and develop-
ment so that growth is broad based, especially
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The President. Good afternoon, everybody.
Please be seated. As I think everyone knows by
now, this first U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit has
been the largest gathering we've ever hosted
with African heads of state and government,
and that includes about 50 motorcades. So 1
want to begin by thanking the people of Wash-
ington, DC, for helping us host this historic
event and especially for their patience with the
traffic.
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among women, who must be empowered for
economies to truly flourish.

Second, we have the opportunity to
strengthen the governance upon which eco-
nomic growth and free societies depend. To-
day we can focus on the ingredients of prog-
ress: rule of law, open government, account-
able and transparent institutions, strong civil
societies, and respect for the universal human
rights of all people.

And finally, we have the opportunity to
deepen our security cooperation against com-
mon threats. As I said, African security forces
and African peacekeepers are in the lead
across the continent. As your partner, the Unit-
ed States is proud to support these efforts. And
today we can focus on how we can continue to
strengthen Africa’s capacity to meet transition-
al threats—transnational threats and, in so do-
ing, make all of our nations more secure.

So, in short, we are here not just to talk. We
are here to take action: concrete steps to build
on Africa’s progress and forge the partnerships
of equals that we seek; tangible steps to deliver
more prosperity, more security, and more jus-
tice to our citizens. So to my fellow leaders,
again, thank you so much for being here. I look
forward to our work together today.

And at this point, I want to invite President
Aziz of Mauritania, the current Chairman of
the African Union, to say a few words.

President Aziz.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. at
the Department of State.

As T've said, this summit reflects the reality
that even as Africa continues to face great chal-
lenges, we're also seeing the emergence of a
new, more prosperous Africa. Africa’s progress
is being led by Africans, including leaders here
today. I want to take this opportunity again to
thank my fellow leaders for being here. Rather
than a lot of prepared speeches, our sessions
today were genuine discussions, a chance to
truly listen and to try to come together around
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some pragmatic steps that we can take togeth-
er. And that’s what we’ve done this week.

First, we made important progress in ex-
panding our trade. The $33 billion in new
trade and investments that I announced yester-
day will help spur African development and
support tens of thousands of American jobs.
With major new commitments to our Power
Africa initiative, we've tripled our goal and now
aim to bring electricity to 60 million African
homes and businesses. And today I reiterated
that we'll continue to work with Congress to
achieve a seamless and long-term renewal of
the African Growth and Opportunity Act.

We agreed that Africa’s growth depends,
first and foremost, on continued reforms in Af-
rica, by Africans. The leaders here pledged to
step up efforts to pursue reforms that attract
investment, reduce barriers that stifle trade—
especially between African countries—and to
promote regional integration. And as I an-
nounced yesterday, the United States will in-
crease our support to help build Africa’s capac-
ity to trade with itself and with the world.

Ultimately, Africa’s prosperity depends on
Africa’s greatest resource: its people. And T've
been very encouraged by the desire of leaders
here to partner with us in supporting young
entrepreneurs, including through our Young
African Leaders Initiative. I think there’s an in-
creasing recognition that if countries are going
to reach their full economic potential, then
they have to invest in women—their educa-
tion, their skills—and protect them from gen-
der-based violence. And that was a topic of
conversation this afternoon. And this week, the
United States announced a range of initiatives
to help empower women across Africa.

Our New Alliance for Food Security and
Nutrition continues to grow, aiming to lift 50
million Africans from poverty. In our fight
against HIV/AIDS, we'll work with 10 African
countries to help them double the number of
their children on lifesaving antiretroviral drugs.
And even as the United States is deploying
some of our medical first responders to West
Africa to help control the Ebola outbreak,
we're also working to strengthen public health
systems, including joining with the African
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Union to pursue the creation of an African
Centers for Disease Control.

I also want to note that the American people
are renewing their commitment to Africa. To-
day InterAction, the leading alliance of Ameri-
can NGOs, is announcing that over the next 3
years, its members will invest $4 billion to pro-
mote maternal health, children’s health, and
the delivery of vaccines and drugs. So this is
not just a Government effort, it is also an effort
that’s spurred on by the private sector. Com-
bined with the investments we announced yes-
terday—and the commitments made today at
the symposium hosted by our spouses—that
means this summit has helped to mobilize
some $37 billion for Africa’s progress on top of
obviously the substantial efforts that have been
made in the past.

Second, we addressed good governance,
which is a foundation of economic growth and
free societies. Some African nations are mak-
ing impressive progress. But we see troubling
restrictions on universal rights. So today was an
opportunity to highlight the importance of rule
of law, open and accountable institutions,
strong civil societies, and protection of human
rights for all citizens and all communities. And
I made the point during our discussion that na-
tions that uphold these rights and principles
will ultimately be more prosperous and more
economically successful.

In particular, we agreed to step up our col-
lective efforts against the corruption that costs
African economies tens of billions of dollars ev-
ery year, money that ought to be invested in
the people of Africa. Several leaders raised the
idea of a new partnership to combat illicit fi-
nance, and there was widespread agreement.
So we decided to convene our experts and de-
velop an action plan to promote the transpar-
ency that is essential to economic growth.

Third, we’re deepening our security cooper-
ation to meet common threats, from terrorism
to human trafficking. We're launching a new
Security Governance Initiative to help our Af-
rican countries continue to build strong, pro-
fessional security forces to provide for their
own security. And we're starting with Kenya,
Niger, Mali, Nigeria, Ghana, and Tunisia.



During our discussions, our West African
partners made it clear that they want to in-
crease their capacity to respond to crises. So
the United States will launch a new effort to
bolster the region’s early warning and response
network and increase their ability to share in-
formation about emerging crises.

We also agreed to make significant new in-
vestments in African peacekeeping. The Unit-
ed States will provide additional equipment to
African peacekeepers in Somalia and the Cen-
tral African Republic. We will support the Afri-
can Union’s efforts to strengthen its peace-
keeping institutions. And most importantly,
we're launching a new African peacekeeping
rapid response partnership with the goal of
quickly deploying African peacekeepers in sup-
port of U.N. or AU missions. And we’ll join
with six countries that in recent years have
demonstrated a track record as peacekeepers:
Ghana, Senegal, Rwanda, Tanzania, Ethiopia,
and Uganda. And we’re going to invite coun-
tries beyond Africa to join us in supporting this
effort, because the entire world has a stake in
the success of peacekeeping in Africa.

In closing, T just want to say that this has
been an extraordinary event, an extraordinary
summit. Given the success that we’ve had this
week, we agreed that summits like this can be a
critical part of our work together going for-
ward, a forcing mechanism for decisions and
action. So we agreed that the U.S.-Africa
Leaders Summit will be a recurring event to
hold ourselves accountable for our commit-
ments and to sustain our momentum. And I’ll
strongly encourage my successor to carry on
this work, because Africa must know that they
will always have a strong and reliable partner in
the United States of America.

So with that, I'm going to take a couple of
questions. I'm going to start with Julie Pace of
Associated Press. Where’s Julie? There she is.

Ebola Outbreak in West Africa/Drug Treat-
ments for Ebola

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. There’s been
a lot of discussion surrounding this summit
about the Ebola outbreak in West Africa. And
there’s an untested and unproved—unap-

Administration of Barack Obama, 2014 / Aug. 6

proved drug in the U.S. that appears to be
helping some of the Americans who are infect-
ed. Is your administration considering at all
sending supplies of this drug if it becomes
available to some of these countries in West
Africa? And could you discuss a bit the ethics
of either providing an untested drug to a for-
eign country or providing it only to Americans
and not to other countries that are harder hit if
it could possibly save lives?

The President. Well, T think we’ve got to let
the science guide us. And I don’t think all the
information is in on whether this drug is help-
ful. What we do know is that the Ebola virus,
both currently and in the past, is controllable if
you have a strong public health infrastructure
in place.

And the countries that have been affected
are the first to admit that what’s happened
here is, is that their public health systems have
been overwhelmed. They weren't able to iden-
tify and then isolate cases quickly enough. You
did not have a strong trust relationship be-
tween some of the communities that were af-
fected and public health workers. As a conse-
quence, it spread more rapidly than has been
typical with the periodic Ebola outbreaks that
have occurred previously.

But despite obviously the extraordinary pain
and hardship of the families and persons
who've been affected, and despite the fact that
we have to take this very seriously, it is impor-
tant to remind ourselves, this is not an airborne
disease; this is one that can be controlled and
contained very effectively if we use the right
protocols.

So what we’ve done is to make sure that
we're surging not just U.S. resources, but
we've reached out to European partners and
partners from other countries, working with
the WHO. Let’s get all the health workers that
we need on the ground. Let’s help to bolster
the systems that they already have in place.
Let’s nip as early as possible any additional out-
breaks of the disease. And then during the
course of that process, I think it’s entirely ap-
propriate for us to see if there are additional
drugs or medical treatments that can improve
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the survivability of what is a very deadly and
obviously brutal disease.

So we're going to—we're focusing on the
public health approach right now because we
know how to do that. But I will continue to
seek information about what we’re learning
with respect to these drugs going forward.

Q. If this drug proves to be effective, would
you support fast-tracking its approval in the
United States?

The President. 1 think it's premature for me
to say that because I don’t have enough infor-
mation. I don’t have enough data right now to
offer an opinion on that.

Jon Karl, ABC News.

The President’s Use of Executive Authority/Im-
migration Reform

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. When you
were running for President, you said: “The big-
gest problems we're facing right now have to
do with George Bush trying to bring more and
more power into the executive branch and not
go through Congress at all. And that’s what I
intend to reverse.” So my question to you: Has
Congress’s inability to do anything significant
given you a green light to push the limits of ex-
ecutive power, even a duty to do so? Or put an-
other way, does it bother you more to be ac-
cused of being an imperial President, pushing
those limits or to be accused of being a do-
nothing President who couldn’t get anything
done because you faced a dysfunctional Con-
gress?

The President. Well, T think that I never
have a green light. I'm bound by the Constitu-
tion; 'm bound by separation of powers. There
are some things we can’t do.

Congress has the power of the purse, for ex-
ample. I would love to fund a large infrastruc-
ture proposal right now that would put millions
of people to work and boost our GDP. We
know we’ve got roads and bridges and airports
and electrical grids that need to be rebuilt. But
without the cooperation of Congress, what I
can do is speed up the permitting process, for
example. I can make sure that we're working
with the private sector to see if we can channel
investment into much-needed projects. But ul-
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timately, Congress has to pass a budget and au-
thorize spending. So I don’t have a green light.

What I am consistently going to do is, wher-
ever I have the legal authorities to make prog-
ress on behalf of middle class Americans and
folks working to get into the middle class,
whether it's by making sure that Federal con-
tractors are paying a fair wage to their workers,
making sure that women have the opportunity
to make sure that they’re getting paid the same
as men for doing the same job, where I have
the capacity to expand some of the student
loan programs that we’ve already put in place
so that repayments are a little more affordable
for college graduates—I'm going to take—I'm
going to seize those opportunities. And that’s
what I think the American people expect me to
do.

My preference in all these instances is to
work with Congress, because not only can
Congress do more, but it’s going to be longer
lasting. And when you look at, for example,
congressional inaction, and in particular, the
inaction on the part of House Republicans,
when it comes to immigration reform, now,
here’s an area where, as I've said before, not
only the American people want to see action,
not only is there 80-percent overlap between
what Republicans say they want and Demo-
crats say they want, we actually passed a bill
out of the Senate that was bipartisan.

And in those circumstances, what the Amer-
ican people expect is that, despite the differ-
ences between the parties, there should at
least be the capacity to move forward on things
we agree on. And that’s not what we’re seeing
right now. So, in the face of that kind of dys-
function, what I can do is scour our authorities
to try to make progress.

And we're going to make sure that every
time we take one of these steps that we are
working within the confines of my executive
power. But I promise you, the American peo-
ple don’t want me just standing around twid-
dling my thumbs and waiting for Congress to
get something done. Even as we take these ex-
ecutive actions, I'm going to continue to reach
out to Democrats and Republicans—to the
Speaker, to the leadership on both sides and in



both Chambers—to try to come up with for-
mulas where we can make progress, even if it’s
incremental.

Q. Do you believe you have the power to
grant work permits to those who are here illegal-
ly, as some of your supporters have suggested?

The President. What 1 certainly recognize
with respect to immigration reform—and T've
said this in the past—is that we have a broken
system. It’s underresourced, and we've got to
make choices in terms of how we allocate per-
sonnel and resources.

So, if I'm going to, for example, send more
immigration judges down to the border to pro-
cess some of these unaccompanied children
that have arrived at the border, then that’s
coming from someplace else, and we’re going
to have to prioritize. That’s well within our au-
thorities and prosecutorial discretion.

My preference would be an actual compre-
hensive immigration law. And we already have
a bipartisan law that would solve a whole
bunch of these problems. Until that happens,
I'm going to have to make choices. That’s what
I was elected to do.

Margaret Talev, Bloomberg.

Corporate Inversions

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Along the
lines of executive authority, Treasury Secretary
Jack Lew has previously said that the executive
branch of Government doesn’t have the au-
thority to slow or stop corporate inversions, the
practice that you have called distasteful, unpa-
triotic, et cetera. But now he is reviewing op-
tions to do so. And this is an issue that a lot of
business, probably including some of the ones
who were paying a lot of attention to this sum-
mit, are interested in. So what I wanted to ask
you was, what prompted this apparent rever-
sal? What actions are now under consider-
ation? Will you consider an Executive order
that would limit or ban such companies from
getting Federal contracts? And how soon
would you like to see Treasury act, given Con-
gress’s schedule?

The President. Just to review why we're con-
cerned here. You have accountants going to
some big corporations—multinational corpora-
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tions, but that are clearly U.S.-based and have
the bulk of their operations in the United
States—and these accountants are saying, you
know what, we found a great loophole; if you
just flip your citizenship to another country,
even though it’s just a paper transaction, we
think we can get you out of paying a whole
bunch of taxes.

Well, it’s not fair. It’s not right. The lost rev-
enue to Treasury means it’s got to be made up
somewhere, and that typically is going to be a
bunch of hard-working Americans who either
pay through higher taxes themselves or
through reduced services. And in the mean-
time, the company is still using all the services
and all the benefits of effectively being a U.S.
corporation; they just decided that they’d go
through this paper exercise.

So there is legislation working its way
through Congress that would eliminate some
of these tax loopholes entirely. And it’s true
what Treasury Secretary Lew previously said,
that we can’t solve the entire problem adminis-
tratively. But what we are doing is examining,
are there elements to how existing statutes are
interpreted by rule or by regulation or tradi-
tion or practice that can at least discourage
some of the folks who may be trying to take ad-
vantage of this loophole?

And T think it’s something that would really
bother the average American, the idea that
somebody renounces their citizenship, but
continues to entirely benefit from operating in
the United States of America just to avoid pay-
ing a whole bunch of taxes.

We'll—we’re reviewing all of our options. As
usual, and related to the answer I gave Jona-
than about executive actions, my preference
would always be for us to go ahead and get
something done in Congress. And keep in
mind, it’s still a small number of companies
that are resorting to this, because I think most
American companies are proud to be Ameri-
can, recognize the benefits of being American,
and are responsible actors and willing to pay
their fair share of taxes to support all the bene-
fits that they receive from being here.

But we don’t want to see this trend grow.
We don’t want companies who have up until

1079



Aug. 6 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2014

now been playing by the rules suddenly look-
ing over their shoulder and saying, you know
what, some of our competitors are gaming the
system, and we need to do it too. That kind of
herd mentality, I think, is something we want
to avoid. So we want to move quickly, as quick-
ly as possible.

Q. Just to clarify, the Federal contracting
seems like an area that you've liked to—it’s
worked well for you on issues like promoting
gay rights or contraception policy. Is it fair to
assume that that would—attaching this to Fed-
eral contractors would be the first thing you
would think of?

The President. Margaret, I'm not going to
announce specifics in dribs and drabs. When
we've done a thorough evaluation and we un-
derstand what our authorities are, I'll let you
know.

Chris Jansing, NBC News.

Ukraine/International Sanctions Against Russia

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Russia said to-
day that it is going to ban food and agricultural
product imports. That was about $1.3 billion
last year. At the same time, Defense Secretary
Chuck Hagel said that the massing of troops
along the border of Ukraine increases the like-
lihood of an invasion. Are sanctions not work-
ing?

The President. Well, we don’t know yet
whether sanctions are working. Sanctions are
working as intended in putting enormous pres-
sure and strain on the Russian economy. That’s
not my estimation; if you look at the markets
and you look at estimates in terms of capital
flight, if you look at projections for Russian
growth, what you’re seeing is that the economy
has ground to a halt. Somewhere between
$100 and $200 billion of capital flight has taken
place. You're not seeing a lot of investors com-
ing in new to start businesses inside of Russia.

And it has presented the choice to President
Putin as to whether he is going to try to resolve
the issues in eastern Ukraine through diploma-
cy and peaceful means, recognizing that
Ukraine is a sovereign country and that it is up
ultimately to the Ukrainian people to make de-
cisions about their own lives; or alternatively,
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continue on the course that he’s on, in which
case, he’s going to be hurting his economy and
hurting his own people over the long term.

And in that sense, we are doing exactly what
we should be doing. And we're very pleased
that our European allies and partners joined us
in this process, as well as a number of countries
around the world.

Having said all that, the issue is not resolved
yet. You still have fighting in eastern Ukraine.
Civilians are still dying. We've already seen
some of the consequences of this conflict in
the loss of the Malaysian Airlines airline—or
jetliner.

And the sooner that we can get back on a
track in which there are serious discussions
taking place to assure that all Ukrainians are
heard, that they can work through the political
process, that they're represented, that the re-
forms that have already been offered by the
Government in Kiev are implemented to pro-
tect Russian speakers, to assure decentraliza-
tion of power—the sooner that we move on
those, and the sooner that President Putin rec-
ognizes that Ukraine is an independent coun-
try, it’s only at that point where we can say that
the problem has truly been solved. But in the
meantime, sanctions are working the way
they're supposed to.

Q. The troops that are massing on the bor-
der are more highly trained. They seem to
have more sophisticated weaponry, according
to intelligence. Does that make you reconsid-
er—as a few Democrats have suggested—pro-
viding lethal aid to Ukraine, given those troop
movements?

The President. Well, keep in mind that the
Russian Army is a lot bigger than the Ukrainian
Army. So the issue here is not whether the
Ukrainian Army has some additional weapon-
ry. At least up until this point, they’ve been
fighting a group of separatists who have en-
gaged in some terrible violence, but who can’t
match the Ukrainian Army.

Now, if you start seeing an invasion by Rus-
sia, that’s obviously a different set of questions.
We're not there yet. What we have been doing
is providing a whole host of assistance packages
to the Ukrainian Government and to their mil-



itary, and we will continue to work with them
to evaluate on a day-by-day, week-by-week ba-
sis what exactly they need in order to be able to
defend their country and to deal with the sepa-
ratist elements that currently are being armed
by Russia.

But the best thing we can do for Ukraine is
to try to get back on a political track.

David Ohito, the Standard.

Press Freedom, Counterterrorism Efforts, and
Governance in African Nations

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You have been
hosting African kings, Prime Ministers, and
Presidents for the last 3 days. But back home
in Africa, media freedom is under threat. The
work of journalists is becoming increasingly
difficult. In Egypt, our Al Jazeera colleagues
are in jail. In Ethiopia, dozens of journalists are
in prison. In Kenya, they have passed very bad
laws targeting the media. What can the inter-
national community do to ensure that we have
a strong media in Africa and, more important-
ly, to secure the release of the journalists who
are behind bars?

And, two, so many countries in Africa are
facing threats of terror. I'm glad you've men-
tioned a few measures you're going to take.
But what can the international community do
also to neutralize terror threats in Mali, Cam-
eroon, Nigeria, Kenya? Could that be the rea-
son you have skipped Kenya in your visits to
Africa? Thank you. [Laughter]

The President. I'm sorry, what was the last
part of the question?

Q. Could the terror threats be the reason you
have skipped Kenya in your visits to Africa?

The President. Oh, no, no, no. [Laughter]
The—well, first of all, with respect to journal-
ists in the media, the last session that we had
on good governance emphasized that good
governance means everybody has a voice, that
government is transparent and thereby ac-
countable. And even though leaders don’t al-
ways like it, the media plays a crucial role in as-
suring people that they have the proper infor-
mation to evaluate the policies that their lead-
€rs are pursuing.
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And so we have been very consistent in
pushing governments not just in Africa, but
around the world, to respect the right of jour-
nalists to practice their trade as a critical part
of civil society and a critical part of any demo-
cratic norm. The specific issue of the Al
Jazeera journalists in Egypt, we've been clear
both publicly and privately that they should be
released. And we have been troubled by some
of the laws that have been passed around the
world that seem to restrict the ability of jour-
nalists to pursue stories or write stories. We've
also been disturbed by efforts to control the
Internet. Part of what’s happened over the last
decade or two is that new media, new technol-
ogy allow people to get information that previ-
ously would have never been accessible or only
to a few specialists. And now people can punch
something up on the Internet and pull up in-
formation that’s relevant to their own lives and
their own societies and communities. So we’re
going to continue to push back against these
efforts.

As is true on a whole range of issues—and
I've said this in the past—many times, we will
work with countries even though they’re not
perfect on every issue. And we find that in
some cases, engaging a country that generally
is a good partner, but is not performing opti-
mally when it comes to all of the various cate-
gories of human rights, that we can be effective
by working with them on certain areas and crit-
icizing them and trying to elicit improvements
in other areas. And even among countries that
generally have strong human rights records,
there are areas where there are problems.
That’s true of the United States, by the way.

And so the good news—and we heard this in
the summit—is that more and more countries
are recognizing that in the absence of good
governance, in the absence of accountability
and transparency, that’s not only going to have
an effect domestically on the legitimacy of a
government, it’s going to have an effect on eco-
nomic development and growth. Because ulti-
mately, in an information age, open societies
have the capacity to innovate and educate and
move faster and be part of the global

1081



Aug. 6 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2014

marketplace more than closed societies do
over the long term. I believe that.

Now, with respect to terrorism, I think
there’s uniform concern of terrorist infiltration
in many countries throughout Africa. Obvious-
ly, this is a concern that we have globally. A lot
of the initiatives that we put forward were de-
signed to partner so that countries, first and
foremost, can deal with these problems within
their own borders or regionally. And the Unit-
ed States doesn’t have a desire to expand and
create a big footprint inside of Africa. What we
do want to make sure we can do is partner with
the African Union, with ECOWAS, with indi-
vidual countries to build up their capacity.

And one of the encouraging things in the
sessions was a recognition that fighting terror-
ism also requires security forces that are pro-
fessional, that are disciplined, that themselves
are not engaging in human rights violations;
that part of the lesson that we’ve all learned
about terrorism is that it is possible in reaction
to terrorism to actually accelerate the disease if
the response is one that alienates populations
or particular ethnic groups or particular reli-
gions. And so the work that we’re doing, in-
cluding the security initiatives that I an-
nounced today, I think can make a big differ-
ence in that direction.

It’s not just a matter of us providing better
equipment or better training. That’s a part of
it, but part of it is also making sure that these
security forces and the intelligence operations
are coordinated and professional and they’re
not alienating populations. The more we do
that, the more effective we can be.

Last point I'll make is, on good governance,
one of the best inoculators against terrorist in-
filtration is a society in which everybody feels
as if they have a stake in the existing order and
they feel that their grievances can be resolved
through political means rather than through vi-
olence. And so that’s just one more reason why
good governance has to be part of the recipe
that we use for a strong, stable, and prosperous
Africa.

Last question, Jérdme Cartillier [Agence
France-Presse].
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Situation in Gaza and Israel

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Earlier today
Israeli Prime Minister described the Gaza op-
eration as “justified and proportionate.” Do
you agree with these two words? And Israel
and Hamas seems to be at odds over prolong-
ing the cease-fire. Are you hopeful the cease-
fire—a true cease-fire—can be achieved? And
what exact role can the U.S. play in the current
talks going on in Cairo?

The President. 1 have said from the begin-
ning that no country would tolerate rockets be-
ing launched into their cities. And as a conse-
quence, I have consistently supported Israel’s
right to defend itself, and that includes doing
what it needs to do to prevent rockets from
landing on population centers and, more re-
cently, as we learned, preventing tunnels from
being dug under their territory that can be
used to launch terrorist attacks. I also think it is
important to remember that Hamas acts ex-
traordinarily irresponsibly when it is deliber-
ately siting rocket launchers in population cen-
ters, putting populations at risk because of that
particularly—particular military strategy.

Now, having said all that, I've also expressed
my distress at what’s happened to innocent ci-
vilians, including women and children, during
the course of this process. And I'm very glad
that we have at least temporarily achieved a
cease-fire. The question now is how do we
build on this temporary cessation of violence
and move forward in a sustainable way.

We intend to support the process that’s tak-
ing place in Egypt. I think the short-term goal
has to be to make sure that rocket launches do
not resume, that the work that the Israeli Gov-
ernment did in closing off these tunnels has
been completed, and that we are now in the
process of helping to rebuild a Gaza that’s
been really badly damaged as a consequence of
this conflict. Long term, there has to be a rec-
ognition that Gaza cannot sustain itself perma-
nently closed off from the world and incapable
of providing some opportunity—jobs, econom-
ic growth—for the population that lives there,
particularly given how dense that population is,
how young that population is.



We're going to have to see a shift in oppor-
tunity for the people of Gaza. I have no sympa-
thy for Hamas. I have great sympathy for ordi-
nary people who are struggling within Gaza.
And the question then becomes, can we find a
formula in which Israel has greater assurance
that Gaza will not be a launching pad for fur-
ther attacks, perhaps more dangerous attacks
as technology develops, into their country, but
at the same time, ordinary Palestinians have
some prospects for an opening of Gaza so that
they do not feel walled off and incapable of
pursuing basic prosperity?

I think there are formulas that are available,
but they're going to require risks on the part of
political leaders. Theyre going to require a
slow rebuilding of trust, which is obviously very
difficult in the aftermath of the kind of vio-
lence that we've seen. So I don’t think we get
there right away, but the U.S. goal right now
would be to make sure that the cease-fire
holds, that Gaza can begin the process of re-
building, and that some measures are taken so
that the people of Gaza feel some sense of
hope and the people of Israel feel confident
that they’re not going to have a repeat of the
kind of rocket launches that we've seen over
the last several weeks.

And Secretary Kerry has been in consistent
contact with all the parties involved. We expect
we will continue to be trying to work as dili-
gently as we can to move the process forward.

It is also going to need to involve the Pales-
tinian leadership in the West Bank. I have no
sympathy for Hamas. I have great sympathy for

Administration of Barack Obama, 2014 / Aug. 7

some of the work that has been done in coop-
eration with Israel and the international com-
munity by the Palestinian Authority. And
they've shown themselves to be responsible.
They have recognized Israel. They are pre-
pared to move forward to arrive at a two-state
solution.

I think Abu Mazen is sincere in his desire
for peace. But they have also been weakened, I
think, during this process. The populations in
the West Bank may have also lost confidence
or lost a sense of hope in terms of how to move
forward. We have to rebuild that as well. And
they are the delegation that’s leading the Pales-
tinian negotiators. And my hope is, is that we’ll
be engaging with them to try to move what has
been a very tragic situation over the last several
weeks into a more constructive path. All right?

Thank you very much, everybody. And
thank you all who participated in the Africa
Summit. It was an outstanding piece of work.
And T want to remind folks, in case they’ve for-
gotten, of the incredible young people who
participated in our fellows program. We're
very proud of you, and we’re looking forward
to seeing all the great things that you do when
you go back home. All right?

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 6:14 p.m. at the Department of State. In his
remarks, the President referred to President
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestin-
ian Authority. A reporter referred to former
President George W. Bush.

Remarks on Signing the Veterans Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of

2014 at Fort Belvoir, Virginia
August 7, 2014

Hello, Fort Belvoir! Everybody, have a seat.
I think I'm going to take Sergeant Major Mc-
Gruder on the road. [Laughter] I'm just going
to have him introduce me wherever I go.
[Laughter] He got me excited, and I'm be-
ing—I get introduced all the time. So thank
you, James, for your incredible service to our
country. Give James a big round of applause.

I also want to say a big thanks to America’s
new Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Bob Mc-
Donald, who is here. Stand up, Bob. As some
of you may know, Bob headed up one of the
biggest, most successful companies in the
world. But he also was a West Point grad, also
a Ranger who served valiantly on behalf of his
country. And this a labor of love for him, and
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