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both countries is something that we’ll spend
some time on.

We're both very interested in energy and
how we can transition to a clean energy econo-
my. And we’ll be announcing some collabora-
tions, including the facilitation of a construc-
tion of a major solar plant inside of Chile that
can help meet their energy needs.

We'll talk about regional issues. Obviously,
we've seen great progress in democratization
throughout the region, in part because of
Chile’s leadership, but there are obviously still
some hotspots that we have to try to address, as
well as issues of security in areas like Central
America and the Caribbean. And I'll be very
interested in hearing President Bachelet’s
views.

And we’ll discuss international issues. Chile,
with its seat on the United Nations Security
Council, can serve as a leader on a wide range
of issues, from peacekeeping to conflict resolu-
tion, to important issues like climate change.
And we have great confidence that in that role,
Chile will continue to be a positive force for
good around the world.

So I just want to say thank you for not only
the friendship with President Bachelet, but
more broadly, our friendship with the Chilean
people. And President Bachelet’s predecessor,
he and I had an excellent relationship; she and
I have had an excellent relationship. I think
that indicates that it really goes beyond any
particular party. I'm confident that my replace-
ment after I'm gone will have an excellent rela-
tionship, because it’s based on common values
and a strong respect in both countries for the
value of the U.S.-Chilean relationship.

So, welcome, and I look forward to an excel-
lent conversation.

President Bachelet. Thank you, President
Obama. I want to, first of all, thank your invita-
tion to visit you and your country. And of
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Good afternoon, everybody. One year ago
this month, Senators of both parties—with
support from the business community, labor,
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course, we are looking forward to enhance our
cooperation in many different areas.

As you just mentioned, Chile and the U.S.
have had a very strong and mature relations for
so many years, and we want to make it deeper
and to enhance them in different areas. Of
course, this will be a great opportunity, as you
said, to discuss some of the regional and inter-
national issues, given the fact that we’re also
sitting at the Security Council. But also, we will
be able to, in the bilateral dimension, be able
to increase our cooperation in areas that are
very sensible, and for the U.S. and for Chile,
such as you mentioned: education, energy, sci-
ence and technology, people-to-people rela-
tion.

We already have, as you know, a very
good—also, I mean, not only the bilateral way,
we also have a very good Chile-California and
Chile-Massachusetts programs. We have been
working very strongly, and we will continue on
that path.

And we are really interested in—we, this
year, I think we are commemorating 10 years
of the free trade agreement from U.S. and
Chile. And U.S. is our, I would say, our most
important foreign investor. We want to contin-
ue in that path, and of course, we will have also
the possibility of having activities with the
Chamber of Commerce and others because we
really want to make our relations in all dimen-
sions—political, economical, social, et cetera—
stronger and stronger every day.

So, very happy to be here with you again,
and I'm sure this will be a great meeting.

President Obama. Okay. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to former President Sebas-
tidn Pifiera Echenique of Chile.

law enforcement, faith communities—came
together to pass a commonsense immigration
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Independent experts said that bill would
strengthen our borders, grow our economy,
shrink our deficits. As we speak, there are
enough Republicans and Democrats in the
House to pass an immigration bill today. I
would sign it into law today, and Washington
would solve a problem in a bipartisan way.

But for more than a year, Republicans in the
House of Representatives have refused to al-
low an up-or-down vote on that Senate bill or
any legislation to fix our broken immigration
system. And I held off on pressuring them for a
long time to give House Speaker Boehner the
space he needed to get his fellow Republicans
on board.

Meanwhile, here’s what a year of obstruc-
tion has meant. It’s meant fewer resources to
strengthen our borders. It’s meant more busi-
nesses {ree to game the system by hiring un-
documented workers, which punishes busi-
nesses that play by the rules and drives down
wages for hard-working Americans. It's meant
lost talent when the best and brightest from
around the world come to study here, but are
forced to leave and then compete against our
businesses and our workers. It's meant no
chance for 11 million immigrants to come out
of the shadows and earn their citizenship if
they pay a penalty and pass a background
check, pay their fair share of taxes, learn Eng-
lish, and go to the back of the line. It's meant
the heartbreak of separated families.

That’s what this obstruction has meant over
the past year. That’s what the Senate bill would
fix if the House allowed it to go to a vote.

Our country and our economy would be
stronger today if House Republicans had al-
lowed a simple yes-or-no vote on this bill or,
for that matter, any bill. They’d be following
the will of the majority of the American people
who support reform. And instead, theyve
proven again and again that they’re unwilling
to stand up to the Tea Party in order to do
what’s best for the country. And the worst part
about it is, a bunch of them know better.

We now have an actual humanitarian crisis
on the border that only underscores the need
to drop the politics and fix our immigration sys-
tem once and for all. In recent weeks, we've
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seen a surge of unaccompanied children arrive
at the border, brought here and to other coun-
tries by smugglers and traffickers.

The journey is unbelievably dangerous for
these kids. The children who are fortunate
enough to survive it will be taken care of while
they go through the legal process, but in most
cases, that process will lead to them being sent
back home. I've sent a clear message to parents
in these countries not to put their kids through
this. I recently sent Vice President Biden to
meet with Central American leaders and find
ways to address the root causes of this crisis.
Secretary Kerry will also be meeting with those
leaders again tomorrow. With our international
partners, we're taking new steps to go after the
dangerous smugglers who are putting thou-
sands of children lives at risk.

Today I sent a letter to congressional leaders
asking that they work with me to address the
urgent humanitarian challenge on the border
and support the immigration and Border Pa-
trol agents who already apprehend and deport
hundreds of thousands of undocumented im-
migrants every year. And understand, by the
way, for the most part, this is not a situation
where these children are slipping through.
They're being apprehended. But the problem
is, is that our system is so broken, so unclear,
that folks don’t know what the rules are.

Now, understand, there are a number of Re-
publicans who have been willing to work with
us to pass real, commonsense immigration re-
form, and I want to thank them for their ef-
forts. There are a number of Republican lead-
ers in the Senate who did excellent work and
deserve our thanks. And less visibly, there have
been folks in the House who have been trying
to work to get this done. And quietly, because
it doesn’t always help me to praise them, I've
expressed to them how much T appreciate the
efforts that they've made.

I believe Speaker Boehner when he says he
wants to pass an immigration bill. T think he
genuinely wants to get something done. But
last week, he informed me that Republicans
will continue to block a vote on immigration
reform at least for the remainder of this year.
Some in the House Republican Caucus are
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using the situation with unaccompanied chil-
dren as their newest excuse to do nothing.
Now, I want everybody to think about that.
Their argument seems to be that because the
system is broken, we shouldn’t make an effort
to fix it. It makes no sense. It’s not on the level.
It’s just politics, plain and simple.

Now, there are others in the Republican
Caucus in the House who are arguing that they
can’t act because they're mad at me about us-
ing my executive authority too broadly. This al-
so makes no sense. I don’t prefer taking admin-
istrative action. I'd rather see permanent fixes
to the issue we face. Certainly, that’s true on
immigration. I've made that clear multiple
times. I would love nothing more than biparti-
san legislation to pass the House, the Senate,
land on my desk so I can sign it. That’s true
about immigration, that’s true about the mini-
mum wage, it’s true about equal pay. There are
a whole bunch of things where I would greatly
prefer Congress actually do something. T take
executive action only when we have a serious
problem, a serious issue, and Congress chooses
to do nothing. And in this situation, the failure
of House Republicans to pass a darn bill is bad
for our security, it’s bad for our economy, and
it’s bad for our future.

So while I will continue to push House Re-
publicans to drop the excuses and act—and I
hope their constituents will too—America can-
not wait forever for them to act. And that’s
why, today, I'm beginning a new effort to fix as
much of our immigration system as I can on
my own, without Congress. As a first step, I'm
directing the Secretary of Homeland Security
and the Attorney General to move available
and appropriate resources from our interior to
the border. Protecting public safety and de-
porting dangerous criminals has been and will
remain the top priority, but we are going to re-
focus our efforts where we can to make sure
we do what it takes to keep our border secure.

I have also directed Secretary Johnson and
Attorney General Holder to identify additional
actions my administration can take on our own,
within my existing legal authorities, to do what
Congress refuses to do and fix as much of our
immigration system as we can. If Congress will
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not do their job, at least, we can do ours. I ex-
pect their recommendations before the end of
summer, and I intend to adopt those recom-
mendations without further delay.

Of course, even with aggressive steps on my
part, administrative action alone will not ade-
quately address the problem. The reforms that
will do the most to strengthen our businesses,
our workers, and our entire economy will still
require an act of Congress. And I repeat:
These are reforms that already enjoy the wide
support of the American people. It’s very rare
where you get labor, business, evangelicals, law
enforcement all agreeing on what needs to be
done. And at some point, that should be
enough. Normally, that is enough. The point of
public service is to solve public problems. And
those of us who have the privilege to serve
have a responsibility to do everything in our
power to keep Americans safe and to keep the
doors of opportunity open.

And if we do, then 1 year from now, not only
would our economy and our security be stron-
ger, but maybe the best and the brightest from
around the world who come study here would
stay and create jobs here. Maybe companies
that play by the rules will no longer be under-
cut by companies that don’t. Maybe more fam-
ilies who have been living here for years,
whose children are often U.S. citizens, who are
our neighbors and our friends, and whose chil-
dren are our kids’ friends and go to school with
them, and play on ball teams with them, maybe
those families would get to stay together. But
much of this only happens if Americans contin-
ue to push Congress to get this done.

So I've told Speaker Boehner that even as I
take those steps that I can within my existing
legal authorities to make the immigration sys-
tem work better, I'm going to continue to
reach out to House Republicans in the hope
that they deliver a more permanent solution
with a comprehensive bill. Maybe it will be af-
ter the midterms, when they're less worried
about politics. Maybe it will be next year.
Whenever it is, they will find me a willing part-
ner. I have been consistent in saying that T am
prepared to work with them even on a bill that
I don’t consider perfect. And the Senate bill



was a good example of the capacity to compro-
mise and get this done. The only thing I can’t
do is stand by and do nothing while waiting for
them to get their act together.

And T want to repeat what I said earlier. If
House Republicans are really concerned about
me taking too many executive actions, the best
solution to that is passing bills. Pass a bill; solve
a problem. Don’t just say no on something that
everybody agrees needs to be done. Because if
we pass a bill, that will supplant whatever I've
done administratively. We'll have a structure
there that works, and it will be permanent. And
people can make plans and businesses can
make plans based on the law. And there will be
clarity both here inside this country and out-
side it.

Let me just close by saying Friday is the
Fourth of July. It’s the day we celebrate our in-
dependence and all the things that make this
country so great. And each year, Michelle and
I host a few hundred servicemembers and
wounded warriors and their families right here
on the lawn for a barbecue and fireworks on
the Mall.

And some of the servicemembers coming
this year are unique because they signed up to
serve, to sacrifice, potentially to give their lives
for the security of this country even though
they weren’t yet Americans. That’s how much
they love this country. They were prepared to
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fight and die for an America they did not yet
fully belong to. I think they've earned their
stripes in more ways than one. And that’s why
on Friday morning we're going to naturalize
them in a ceremony right here at the White
House. This Independence Day will be their
first day as American citizens.

And one of the things we celebrate on Fri-
day, one of the things that make this country
great, is that we are a nation of immigrants.
Our people come from every corner of the
globe. That's what makes us special. That’s
what makes us unique. And throughout our
history, we’ve come here in wave after wave
from everywhere understanding that there was
something about this place where the whole
was greater than the sum of its parts, that all
the different cultures and ideas and energy
would come together and create something
new.

We won this country’s freedom together.
We built this country together. We defended
this country together. It makes us special. It
makes us strong. It makes us Americans. That’s
worth celebrating. And that’s what T want not
just House Republicans, but all of us as Ameri-
cans, to remember.

Thanks very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:04 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks on the Nomination of Robert A. McDonald To Be Secretary of

Veterans Affairs
June 30, 2014

The President. Let me start by thanking Act-
ing Secretary Gibson for welcoming us here to-
day. I am pleased to be joined by our Vice
President, Joe Biden, from leaders across this
Department, and our many partners, particu—
larly representatives from our incredible veter-
ans and military family service organizations.

I want to begin by making a basic point:
Those of you who serve here at the VA do ab-
solutely vital work every single day for our vet-
erans and their families. T know how deeply
you care about our veterans. Many of you are

veterans yourselves: veterans serving veterans.
You help them transition to civilian life, go to
college, buy their first home, start a new busi-
ness. You have some of the best doctors and
nurses in the country and provide some of the
best specialized health care. At our national
cemeteries, you lay our veterans to rest with
dignity and compassion. I know that millions of
veterans are profoundly grateful for the good
work that you do. And I am grateful as well.
But we're here today because of problems
that have outraged us all. That includes the
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