ensure freedom of movement throughout
Kosovo.

Currently, 23 NATO Allies contribute to
KFOR. Seven non-NATO countries also par-
ticipate. The U.S. contribution to KFOR is ap-
proximately 758 U.S. military personnel out of
the total strength of approximately 5,600 per-
sonnel.

REGIONAL SECURITY OPERATIONS

As stated in my report of December 13,
2013, U.S. Armed Forces remain in Libya and
Yemen to support the security of U.S. person-
nel. These forces will remain deployed, in full
coordination with the respective host govern-
ments, until the security situation no longer re-
quires them.

As noted in my December 19 and 22, 2013,
reports, U.S. Armed Forces deployed to South
Sudan to support the security of U.S. person-
nel and our embassy, and to evacuate U.S. citi-
zens and personnel. These operations are com-
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pleted and the forces have subsequently rede-
ployed after transitioning security support to a
Marine Security Augmentation Unit.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in all of these operations pursu-
ant to my constitutional and statutory authority
as Commander in Chief (including the authori-
ty to carry out Public Law 10740 and other
statutes) and as Chief Executive, as well as my
constitutional and statutory authority to con-
duct the foreign relations of the United States.
Officials of my Administration and I communi-
cate regularly with the leadership and other
Members of Congress with regard to these de-
ployments, and we will continue to do so.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Patrick J. Leahy, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate.

Remarks on the Situation in Iraq and an Exchange With Reporters

June 13, 2014

The President. Good morning, everybody. I
wanted to take some time to give you a quick
update about the situation in Iraq.

Yesterday I convened a meeting with my
National Security Council to discuss the situa-
tion there, and this morning I received an up-
date from my team. Over the last several days,
we've seen significant gains made by ISIL, a
terrorist organization that operates in both Iraq
and in Syria. In the face of a terrorist offensive,
Iraqi security forces have proven unable to de-
fend a number of cities, which has allowed the
terrorists to overrun a part of Iraq’s territory.
And this poses a danger to Iraq and its people.
And given the nature of these terrorists, it
could pose a threat eventually to American in-
terests as well.

Now, this threat is not brand new. Over the
last year, we’ve been steadily ramping up our
security assistance to the Iraqi Government
with increased training, equipping, and intelli-
gence. Now, Iraq needs additional support to
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break the momentum of extremist groups and
bolster the capabilities of Iraqi security forces.
We will not be sending U.S. troops back into
combat in Iraq, but I have asked my national
security team to prepare a range of other op-
tions that could help support Iraq security
forces, and T'll be reviewing those options in
the days ahead.

I do want to be clear though: This is not
solely or even primarily a military challenge.
Over the past decade, American troops have
made extraordinary sacrifices to give Iraqgis an
opportunity to claim their own future. Unfor-
tunately, Iragis’ leaders have been unable to
overcome too often the mistrust and sectarian
differences that have long been simmering
there, and that’s created vulnerabilities within
the Iragi Government as well as their security
forces.

So any action that we may take to provide
assistance to Iraqi security forces has to be
joined by a serious and sincere effort by Iraq’s
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leaders to set aside sectarian differences, to
promote stability and account for the legiti-
mate interests of all of Iraq’s communities, and
to continue to build the capacity of an effective
security force. We can’t do it for them. And in
the absence of this type of political effort,
short-term military action, including any assis-
tance we might provide, won’t succeed.

So this should be a wakeup call. Iraq’s lead-
ers have to demonstrate a willingness to make
hard decisions and compromises on behalf of
the Iraqi people in order to bring the country
together. In that effort, they will have the sup-
port of the United States and our friends and
our allies.

Now, Iraq’s neighbors have—also have
some responsibilities to support this process.
Nobody has an interest in seeing terrorists gain
a foothold inside of Iraq, and nobody is going
to benefit from seeing Iraq descend into chaos.
So the United States will do our part, but un-
derstand that ultimately, it’s up to the Iraqis, as
a sovereign nation, to solve their problems.

Indeed, across the region we have redou-
bled our efforts to help build more capable
counterterrorism forces so that groups like
ISIL can’t establish safe haven. And we’ll con-
tinue that effort through our support of the
moderate opposition in Syria, our support for
Iraq and its security forces, and our partner-
ship with other countries across the region.

We're also going to pursue intensive diplo-
macy throughout this period both inside of
Iraq and across the region, because there’s
never going to be stability in Iraq or the broad-
er region unless there are political outcomes
that allow people to resolve their differences
peacefully without resorting to war or relying
on the United States military.

We'll be monitoring the situation in Iraq
very carefully over the next several days. Our
top priority will remain being vigilant against
any threats to our personnel serving overseas.
We will consult closely with Congress as we
make determinations about appropriate action,
and we’ll continue to keep the American peo-
ple fully informed as we make decisions about
the way forward. All right?

I'll take a question.
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Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) Ter-
rorist Organization/Irag/Reconciliation Efforts

Q. Mr. President, given the recent U.S. his-
tory there, are you reluctant to get involved
again in Iraq?

The President. 1 think that we should look at
the situation carefully. We have an interest in
making sure that a group like ISIL, which is a
vicious organization and has been able to take
advantage of the chaos in Syria, that they don’t
get a broader foothold. T think there are dan-
gers of fierce sectarian fighting if, for example,
the terrorist organizations try to overrun sacred
Shia sites, which could trigger Shia-Sunni con-
flicts that could be very hard to stamp out.

So we have enormous interests there. And
obviously, our troops and the American people
and the American taxpayers made huge invest-
ments and sacrifices in order to give Iraqis the
opportunity to chart a better course, a better
destiny. But ultimately, they’re going to have to
seize it. As I said before, we are not going to be
able to do it for them. And given the very diffi-
cult history that we’ve seen in Iraq, I think that
any objective observer would recognize that in
the absence of accommodation among the var-
ious factions inside of Iraq, various military ac-
tions by the United States—Dby any outside na-
tion—are not going to solve those problems
over the long term and not going to deliver the
kind of stability that we need.

Anybody else?

Syria/Iraq/Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL) Terrorist Organization/Counterterrorism
Efforts

Q. Mr. President, is the Syrian civil war
spilling over the Iraq border? And what can we
do to stop it?

The President. Well, T think that’s been hap-
pening for some time. ISIL has been able to
gain a foothold in Syria. That’s part of the rea-
son why we've been so concerned about it.
That’s part of the reason why we’ve been sup-
porting the Syrian opposition there. But it’s
challenging problem.

In Iraq, the Iraqi Government, which was
initially resistant to some of our offers of help,



has come around now to recognize that coop-
eration with us on some of these issues can be
useful. Obviously, that’s not the case in Syria
where President Asad has no interest in see-
ing us involved there, and where some of the
governments that are supporting Asad have
been able to block, for example, U.N. efforts
even at humanitarian aid. But this is a region-
al problem and it is going to be a long-term
problem.

And what we’re going to have to do is com-
bine selective actions by our military to make
sure that we’re going after terrorists who
could harm our personnel overseas or even-
tually hit the homeland. We’re going to have
to combine that with what is a very challeng-
ing international effort to try to rebuild coun-
tries and communities that have been shat-
tered by sectarian war. And that’s not an easy
task.

Irag/International Diplomatic Efforts/Iraqi Armed
Forces

Q. Mr. President, which foreign countries
have you been in touch with? And what are
they willing to do as part of this international
effort?

The President. Well, we're in contact with
them now. So we’ll have a better sense by the
end of the weekend, after those consultations.
And we will be getting a better sense from
them of how they might support an effort to
bring about the kind of political unity inside of
Iraq that bolsters security forces.

Look, the United States has poured a lot of
money into these Iragi security forces, and we
devoted a lot of training to Iraqi security forc-
es. The fact that they are not willing to stand
and fight and defend their posts against admit-
tedly hardened terrorists, but not terrorists
who are overwhelming in numbers, indicates
that there’s a problem with morale, there’s a
problem in terms of commitment. And ulti-
mately, that’s rooted in the political problems
that have plagued the country for a very long
time.

Last question. Last one.
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Iraq/Oil Supply and Refining/Reconciliation
Efforts

Q. Thank you. Can you talk a little bit about
U.S. concern of the disruption of oil supplies?

The President. Well, so far, at least, we
have not seen major disruptions in oil sup-
plies. Obviously, if in fact ISIL was able to ob-
tain control over major output, significant re-
fineries, that could be a source of concern. As
you might expect, world oil markets react to
any kind of instability in the Middle East. One
of our goals should be to make sure that in co-
operation with other countries in the region
not only are we creating some sort of backstop
in terms of what’s happening inside of Iraq,
but if there do end up being disruptions in-
side of Iraq, that some of the other producers
in the Gulf are able to pick up the slack. So
that will be part of the consultations that will
be taking place during the course of this
week.

Just to give people a sense of timing here,
although events on the ground in Iraq have
been happening very quickly, our ability to
plan, whether it’s military action or work with
the Iragi Government on some of these politi-
cal issues, is going to take several days. So
people should not anticipate that this is some-
thing that is going to happen overnight. We
want to make sure that we have good eyes on
the situation there. We want to make sure
that we've gathered all the intelligence that’s
necessary so that if in fact I do direct and or-
der any actions there, that they're targeted,
they’re precise, and they’re going to have an
effect.

And as I indicated before—and I want to
make sure that everybody understands this
message—the United States is not simply go-
ing to involve itself in a military action in the
absence of a political plan by the Iraqis that
gives us some assurance that they're prepared
to work together. We're not going to allow our-
selves to be dragged back into a situation in
which, while we're there, we're keeping a lid
on things, and after enormous sacrifices by us,
as soon as we're not there, suddenly, people
end up acting in ways that are not conducive to
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the long-term stability and prosperity of the
country.

All right, thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks at a Flag Day Celebration at the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation

in Cannon Ball, North Dakota
June 13, 2014

The President. Hello, Dakota Nation! Hello,
Lakota Nation! Chairman Archambault; tribal
leaders; people of Standing Rock; people of In-
dian Country; Michelle and I are so honored to
be in this sacred and beautiful place. It’s easy
to see why it’s called God’s country. And be-
cause I'm among friends, I'm going to try
something in Lakota. But I can’t guarantee it’s
going to come out perfect. Hdu, mitdkuyepi!
I'm going to practice. I'm going to be even bet-
ter next time. [Laughter]

Audience member. We love you, Obamal!

The President. I love you back!

Audience member. You're my hero!

The President. [Laughter] I want to thank
Governor Jack Dalrymple and the Members of
Congress who are here today: Senator Heidi
Heitkamp, Senator ]ohn Hoeven, Congress-
man Kevin Cramer. We're so grateful that you
took the time to be here.

And I know that your annual Flag Day pow-
wow officially begins this evening. So we're a
little early. But thank you for giving us a sneak
peek of the celebration. And we are grateful
for the chance to pay tribute to all the veterans
of America’s Armed Forces who have joined us
here today, as well as those who have walked
on, and whose flags are proudly displayed here
today. Thank you and to your families for your
extraordinary service. We are very, very grate-
ful. T also want to acknowledge our outstanding
Secretary of the Interior, Sally Jewel, who is
here.

This visit holds special meaning for me.

Audience member. We love Michelle too!

The President. Of course you love Michelle.
Who doesn’t love Michelle? [Laughter]

When I was first running for President, I
had the honor of visiting the Crow Nation in
Montana. And today I'm proud to be making
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my first trip to Indian Country as President of
the United States.

I know that throughout history, the United
States often didn’t give the nation-to-nation re-
lationship the respect that it deserved. So I
promised when I ran to be a President who'd
change that: a President who honors our sa-
cred trust, and who respects your sovereignty
and upholds treaty obligations, and who works
with you in a spirit of true partnership and mu-
tual respect to give our children the future that
they deserve.

And today I'm proud that the government-
to-government relationship between Washing-
ton and tribal nations is stronger than ever. Sal-
ly Jewell has been doing great work—her pre-
decessor, Ken Salazar, did great work—to
make sure that we were listening to you. And
as head of our new Council on Native Ameri-
can Affairs, she makes sure that the Federal
Government and tribal governments are coor-
dinating with each other at all times. And Kev-
in Washburn, my Assistant Secretary of the In-
terior for Indian Affairs and a member of the
Chickasaw Nation, is here as well.

You see, my administration is determined to
partner with tribes, and it’s not something that
just happens once in a while. It takes place ev-
ery day, on just about every issue that touches
your lives. And that’s what real nation-to-na-
tion partnerships look like.

We've responded and resolved longstand-
ing disputes. George Keepseagle is here today.
A few years ago, my administration reached a
historic settlement with George and other
American Indian farmers and ranchers. And I
signed into law the historic Cobell settlement,
leading to the Land Buy-Back Program, a 9
or a $1.9 billion fund to consolidate individual
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