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NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in Cas-
tle Square. In his remarks, he referred to Presi-
dent Bronislaw Komorowski, Prime Minister

Donald Tusk, and former President Lech Walesa
of Poland; and Mayor Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz
of Warsaw, Poland.

Joint Statement by Group of Seven Leaders on Foreign Policy
June 4, 2014

Ukraine

e We welcome the successful conduct un-

der difficult circumstances of the elec-
tion in Ukraine on 25 May. The strong
voter turnout underlined the determina-
tion of Ukraine’s citizens to determine
the future of their country. We welcome
Petro Poroshenko as the President-elect
of Ukraine and commend him for reach-
ing out to all the people of Ukraine.

* In the face of unacceptable interference

in Ukraine’s sovereign affairs by the Rus-
sian Federation, we stand by the Ukraini-
an government and people. We call upon
the illegal armed groups to disarm. We
encourage the Ukrainian authorities to
maintain a measured approach in pursu-
ing operations to restore law and order.
We fully support the substantial contri-
bution made by the Organisation for Se-
curity Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to
the de-escalation of the crisis through the
Special Monitoring Mission and other
OSCE instruments. We commend the
willingness of the Ukrainian authorities
to continue the national dialogue in an
inclusive manner. We welcome the
“Memorandum of Peace and Unity” ad-
opted by the Verkhovna Rada on 20 May
and express the wish that it can be imple-
mented rapidly. We also encourage the
Ukrainian parliament and the Govern-
ment of Ukraine to continue to pursue
constitutional reform in order to provide
a framework for deepening and strength-
ening democracy and accommodating
the rights and aspirations of all people in
all regions of Ukraine.

* The G-7 are committed to continuing to
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work with Ukraine to support its eco-

nomic development, sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity. We encourage the fulfil-
ment of Ukraine’s commitment to pursue
the difficult reforms that will be crucial
to support economic stability and unlock
private sector-led growth. We welcome
the decision of the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) to approve a $17 billion
programme for Ukraine, which will an-
chor other bilateral and multilateral as-
sistance and loans, including around $18
billion foreseen to date from G-7 part-
ners. We welcome the swift disburse-
ment of macro-economic support for
Ukraine. We support an international do-
nor coordination mechanism to ensure
effective delivery of economic assistance
and we welcome the EU’s intention to
hold a high-level coordination meeting in
Brussels. We welcome ongoing efforts to
diversify Ukraine’s sources of gas, includ-
ing through recent steps in the EU to-
wards enabling reverse gas flow capaci-
ties and look forward to the successful
conclusion of the talks, facilitated by the
European Commission, on gas transit
and supply from the Russian Federation
to Ukraine.

¢ We are united in condemning the Rus-

sian Federation’s continuing violation of
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Ukraine. Russia’s illegal annexation of
Crimea, and actions to de-stabilize east-
ern Ukraine are unacceptable and must
stop. These actions violate fundamental
principles of international law and should
be a concern for all nations. We urge the
Russian Federation to recognize the re-
sults of the election, complete the with-
drawal of its military forces on the border
with Ukraine, stop the flow of weapons
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and militants across the border and to ex-
ercise its influence among armed sepa-
ratists to lay down their weapons and re-
nounce violence. We call on the Russian
Federation to meet the commitments it
made in the Geneva Joint Statement and
cooperate with the government of
Ukraine as it implements its plans for
promoting peace, unity and reform.

e We confirm the decision by G-7 coun-

tries to impose sanctions on individuals
and entities who have actively supported
or implemented the violation of
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity and who are threatening the
peace, security and stability of Ukraine.
We are implementing a strict policy of
non-recognition ~ with  respect to
Crimea/Sevastopol, in line with UN Gen-
eral Assembly Resolution 68/262. We
stand ready to intensify targeted sanc-
tions and to implement significant addi-
tional restrictive measures to impose fur-
ther costs on Russia should events so re-
quire.

e The projects funded by the donor com-

munity to convert the Chernobyl site into
a stable and environmentally safe condi-
tion have reached an advanced stage of
completion. While recognizing the com-
plexity of these first of a kind projects, we
call upon all concerned parties to make
an additional effort to bring them to a
satisfactory conclusion and call upon
project parties to keep costs under con-
trol. This remains a high priority for us.

* We strongly condemn the Assad regime’s

brutality which drives a conflict that has
killed more than 160,000 people and left
9.3 million in need of humanitarian assis-
tance. We denounce the 3 June sham
presidential election: there is no future
for Assad in Syria. We again endorse the
Geneva Communiqué, which calls for a
transitional governing body exercising
full executive powers and agreed by mu-
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tual consent, based on a vision for a unit-
ed, inclusive and democratic Syria. We
strongly condemn the violations of inter-
national humanitarian law and human
rights and indiscriminate artillery shell-
ing and aerial bombardment by the Syri-
an regime. There is evidence that ex-
tremist groups have also perpetrated
grave human rights abuses. All those re-
sponsible for such abuses must be held to
account. We welcome the commitment
of the National Coalition and Free Syrian
Army to uphold international law. We
deplore Russia and China’s decision to
veto the UN Security Council (UNSC)
Resolution draft authorizing referral to
the International Criminal Court and de-
manding accountability for the serious
and ongoing crimes committed in Syria.

e We are committed to supporting the

neighboring countries bearing the bur-
den of Syrian refugee inflows and de-
plore the failure to implement UNSC
Resolution 2139 on humanitarian assis-
tance. We urge all parties to the conflict
to allow access to aid for all those in
need, by the most direct routes, includ-
ing across borders and conflict lines, and
support further urgent action by the UN-
SC to that end. In our funding we decide
to give particular support to humanitari-
an actors that can reach those most in
need, including across borders. We call
for the international community to meet
the enormous funding needs of the UN
appeals for Syria and its neighbours. We
resolve to intensify our efforts to address
the threat arising from foreign fighters
travelling to Syria. We are deeply con-
cerned by allegations of repeated chemi-
cal agent use and call on all parties in
Syria to cooperate fully with the Organi-
zation for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW) fact-finding mission.
We call on Syria to comply with its obli-
gations under UNSC Resolution 2118,
decisions of the Executive Council of the
OPCW and the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention to ensure the swift removal of its
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remaining chemical stockpile for de-
struction, and to destroy its production
facilities immediately and answer all
questions regarding its declaration to the
OPCW.

Libya

* We reaffirm our support for a free, pros-

perous and democratic Libya which will
play its role in promoting regional stabili-
ty. We express serious concern at the re-
cent violence and urge all Libyans to en-
gage with the political process through
peaceful and inclusive means, under-
pinned by respect for the rule of law. We
urge continued and coordinated engage-
ment by the international community to
support the Libyan transition and efforts
to promote political dialogue, in coordi-
nation with the UN and with the UN
Support Mission in Libya fulfilling its
mandate in that respect. We ask all in the
international community to respect fully
Libyan’s sovereignty and the principle of
non-intervention in its affairs. In this
framework, we commend the proposal of
the High National Electoral Commis-
sion, endorsed by the General National
Congress, to convene the elections on
June 25. We emphasize the importance
of these elections in restarting the politi-
cal process and appreciate the vital work
of the Constitution Drafting Assembly.

Mali and Central African Republic

* We welcome the ceasefire signed on
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May 23 by the Malian Government and
armed groups in the North of Mali,
thanks to efforts by the African Union,
through its Presidency, and the UN.
We reaffirm our strong commitment to
a political solution and to an inclusive
dialogue process that must start with-
out delay, as prescribed by the Ouaga-
dougou agreement and UNSC deci-
sions. We fully support the United Na-

tion’s Multidimensional Integrated Stabi-
lization Mission in Mali efforts in
stabilizing the country and, with the
commitment of neighboring countries,
including Algeria, Mauritania and the
Economic Community of West African
States, in working for a durable settle-
ment respectful of the unity, territorial
integrity and national sovereignty of Mali.

e We commend the role played on the

Iran

ground in the Central African Republic
by the AU-led International Support
Mission to the Central African Republic,
together with the forces sent by France
and the European Union, to support the
transition and encourage the Transitional
Authorities to take urgent concrete steps
toward holding free, fair, transparent and
inclusive elections. We fully support the
UN efforts in the areas of security, rec-
onciliation, preparation of the elections,
and humanitarian assistance.

o We reaffirm our strong commitment to a

diplomatic resolution of the Iranian nu-
clear issue and welcome the efforts by
the E3+3, led by High Representative
Ashton, and Iran to negotiate a compre-
hensive solution that provides confidence
in the exclusively peaceful nature of
Iran’s nuclear programme. We underline
the importance of the continuing effec-
tive implementation by the E3+3 and
Iran of the Joint Plan of Action. We call
on Iran to cooperate fully with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency on verifi-
cation of Iran’s nuclear activities and to
resolve all outstanding issues, including,
critically, those relating to possible mili-
tary dimensions. We strongly urge Iran
to fully respect its human rights obliga-
tions. We call on Iran to play a more con-
structive role in supporting regional se-
curity, in particular in Syria, and to reject
all acts of terrorism and terrorist groups.



North Korea

* We strongly condemn North Korea’s

continued development of its nuclear
and Dballistic missile programmes. We
urge North Korea to abandon all nuclear
weapons and existing nuclear and ballis-
tic missile programmes and to comply
fully with its obligations under relevant
UNSC resolutions and commitments un-
der the September 2005 Joint Statement
of the Six-Party Talks. We call on the in-
ternational community to implement ful-
ly UN sanctions. We reiterate our grave
concerns over the ongoing systematic,
widespread and gross human rights viola-
tions in North Korea documented in the
report of the UN Commission of Inquiry,
and urge North Korea to take immediate
steps to address these violations, includ-
ing on the abductions issue, and cooper-
ate fully with all relevant UN bodies. We
continue to work to advance accountabil-
ity for North Korea’s serious human
rights violations.

Middle East Peace Process

e We fully support the United States’ ef-

forts to secure a negotiated two-state so-
lution. We regret that greater progress
has not been made by the parties and
urge them to find the common ground
and political strength needed to resume
the process. A negotiated two-state solu-
tion remains the only way to resolve the
conflict. We call on both sides to exercise
maximum restraint and to avoid any uni-
lateral action which may further under-
mine peace efforts and affect the viability
of a two-state solution.
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round of presidential elections and the
provincial council elections marked a his-
toric achievement, especially for the
more than 2.5 million women who voted,
and we look forward to the completion of
the electoral process. We continue to as-
sist the Government of Afghanistan to
strengthen their institutions of gover-
nance, reduce corruption, combat terror-
ism, support economic growth, and
counter narcotics. We continue to active-
ly support an inclusive Afghan-led and
Afghan-owned process of reconciliation.

Maritime Navigation and Aviation

¢ We reaffirm the importance of maintain-

ing a maritime order based upon the uni-
versally-agreed principles of internation-
al law. We remain committed to interna-
tional cooperation to combat piracy and
other maritime crime, consistent with in-
ternational law and internationally recog-
nized principles of jurisdiction in interna-
tional waters. We are deeply concerned
by tensions in the East and South China
Sea. We oppose any unilateral attempt by
any party to assert its territorial or mari-
time claims through the use of intimida-
tion, coercion or force. We call on all par-
ties to clarify and pursue their territorial
and maritime claims in accordance with
international law. We support the rights
of claimants to seek peaceful resolution
of disputes in accordance with interna-
tional law, including through legal dis-
pute settlement mechanisms. We also
support confidence-building measures.
We underscore the importance of the
freedom of navigation and overflight and
also the effective management of civil air
traffic based on international law and In-

Afghanistan ternational Civil Aviation Organization

standards and practices.
e We renew our long—term commitment to
a democratic, sovereign, and unified Af-  Other Issues
ghanistan and our enduring partnership

with the Government of Afghanistan * We reaffirm our commitment to the pro-

based on the principles of mutual respect
and mutual accountability. The first

tection and promotion of all human
rights and fundamental freedoms,
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including religious freedom, for all per-
sons. We recognise the need to show un-
precedented resolve to promote gender
equality, to end all forms of discrimina-
tion and violence against women and
girls, to end child, early and forced mar-
riage and to promote full participation
and empowerment of all women and
girls. We look forward to the Global
Summit to End Sexual Violence in Con-
flict taking place in London later this
month.

e We reiterate our condemnation of terror-
ism and our commitment to cooperate in
all relevant fora to prevent and respond
to terrorism effectively, and in a compre-

hensive manner, while respecting human
rights and the rule of law. We condemn
the kidnapping of hundreds of schoolgirls
by Boko Haram as an unconscionable
crime and intend do everything possible
to support the Nigerian government to
return these young women to their
homes and to bring the perpetrators to
justice.

* We confirm that non-proliferation/disar-
mament issues remain a top priority and
welcome the G-7 Non-proliferation Di-
rectors Group statement issued today.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister David Cameron of
the United Kingdom in Brussels, Belgium

June 5, 2014

President Obama. Good afternoon, every-
body. It is good to be here with my great friend
and partner, Prime Minister David Cameron.
Earlier this afternoon we concluded our sum-
mit with our fellow G-7 leaders. And I want to
thank His Majesty King Philippe, the Prime
Minister, as well as the Belgian people for wel-
coming us back to Brussels.

David and I also just had the opportunity to
meet and discuss some pressing challenges, in-
cluding Syria, Libya, and Iran, as well as the
process of ending our combat mission in Af-
ghanistan. We spoke about the deepening part-
nership that we have on issues like Nigeria, in
support of our shared goal of safely returning
the kidnapped girls to their families. But what
I want to focus on briefly, before we take ques-
tions, are two issues that dominated our discus-
sion over the last 2 days, and that’s the situa-
tion in Ukraine and energy security.

Originally, of course, our summit was sup-
posed to be in Sochi. But after Russia’s actions
in Ukraine, our nations united quickly around
a common strategy. We suspended Russia
from the G-8, and we canceled the Sochi
meeting, making this the first G-7 held with-
out Russia in some 20 years. All seven of our
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nations have taken steps to impose costs on
Russia for its behavior. Today, in contrast to a
growing global economy, a sluggish Russian
economy is even weaker because of the choices
made by the Russia’s leadership. Meanwhile,
our nations continue to stand united in our
support and assistance to the Ukrainian peo-
ple. And the G-7 summit was an occasion for
me, David, and our fellow leaders to ensure
that we’re in lockstep going forward.

On Ukraine, I shared the results of my
meeting yesterday with President-elect Po-
roshenko. Like so many Ukrainians, he wants
to forge closer ties with Europe and the United
States, but also recognizes that Ukraine will
benefit from a constructive relationship with
Russia. So I believe his Inauguration provides
an opportunity, particularly since he has dem-
onstrated a commitment to reach out to the
East and pursue reforms. Russia needs to seize
that opportunity. Russia needs to recognize
that President-elect Poroshenko is the legiti-
mately elected leader of Ukraine and engage
the Government in Kiev.

Given its influence over the militants in
Ukraine, Russia continues to have a responsi-
bility to convince them to end their violence,
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