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er. They’re part of the backbone of an alli-
ance and part of the long history, as Mr. Pres-
ident alluded to, of Poles and Americans
standing shoulder to shoulder for freedom.
And we are so grateful to all of you for your
service.

Given the situation in Ukraine right now,
we’ve also increased our American presence.
We’ve begun rotating additional ground troops
and F–16 aircraft into Poland. And this is going
to help our forces train together. It’s is going to
help our forces support NATO air missions.
It’s also part of NATO’s stepped-up presence

across Central and Eastern Europe. And I look
forward to announcing some additional steps
later today.

So, President Komorowski, it is wonderful
to be here. I want to thank you and the Polish
people for welcoming me. As friends and as al-
lies, we stand united, together and forever. Na
zawsze razem. Thank you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
10:05 a.m. in an aircraft hangar. President Ko-
morowski spoke in Polish, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

The President’s News Conference With President Bronislaw Komorowski of
Poland in Warsaw
June 3, 2014

Moderator. Good morning, ladies and gen-
tlemen. I would like to welcome you very cor-
dially to the press conference of the President
of the Republic of Poland, Mr. Bronislaw Ko-
morowski, and the President of the United
States of America, Mr. Barack Obama. The
President and—Bronislaw Komorowski, can
you please take the floor?

President Komorowski. Mr. President, ladies
and gentlemen, it really is a great joy and a
great satisfaction for me to be able to host the
President of the United States to Poland on the
25th anniversary of the regaining freedom by
us.

It is also a great satisfaction and a great hope
to host the President of the United States of
America in a situation when, with concern, we
are watching the crisis situation developing
across the eastern border of Poland and across
the eastern border of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, across the eastern border of the
European Union in Ukraine.

That is why I am so glad that this meeting,
that these talks signify also the reassurances of
the security guarantees of this region of Eu-
rope. And they also signify the joint aspiration
to strengthen the roles, significance, and the
strength of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation. I am also very satisfied to be able to
know that, actually, in all the areas that have

been raised during our conversation, we are on
the same page fully, and we also get full under-
standing of our intentions.

I would like to stress the Polish satisfaction
that the President of the United States of
America speaks in a very clear voice about the
necessity to strengthen the role of the article 5
of the Washington Treaty. Poland has been re-
ally making efforts to get at this. And here and
now, I would like to thank very much for the
engagement of the United States in the actions
to confirm in practice the declarations on the
significance of NATO under the Washington
Treaty for the security of Poland and the whole
region; I mean here also other countries that
are located along the eastern flank of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization.

I also wish to stress that it is our common
concern—is that at the Wales summit of
NATO reconfirm the need for the greater en-
gagement of NATO in the development of in-
frastructure that would facilitate the reception
of the reinforcement forces in case of threat.

I also fully appreciate that we are of the
same opinion as far as the need of the update
and the continuous exercises of the armed
forces from the perspective of the contingency
plans is concerned. I also would like to stress
that we are also of an absolutely the same opin-
ion about the necessity to increase our
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financial efforts to fund armed forces by the
member states of NATO.

That is why I would like to inform you, la-
dies and gentlemen, that together with the
Government—because this is something that
we agreed with the Government—I submitted
President Obama also, the Polish will to make
a gesture backed with a very tangible value in
terms of increasing the level of our own en-
gagement in the shaping up of the defense
budget. It is also about making a gesture to en-
courage other member states of NATO to fol-
low the same way—because other countries in
the neighborhood of Poland are to raise very
significantly—or raising very significantly their
defense budgets. 

Poland—and I will recommend this to the
Government, I will recommend this to the Par-
liament pretty soon—Poland intends to in-
crease the defense budget of our Armed Forc-
es. Poland is going to increase the funding of
the modernization of the Polish Armed Forces
up to the level of 2 percent of the GDP. And it
means that is a very tangible, very clear en-
gagement at the level that refers to what we
talked about in the early 2000s. And now, in
the result of economic growth, which is our
current situation—and it is going to contin-
ue—and it means that it is a very serious
source of funding for the Polish Armed Forces
as a more and more significant component of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization capa-
bilities.

I also would like very much for raising im-
portant questions like energy security. I wish to
tell you that the—this conversation that is go-
ing to be continued. This conversation is very
important for Poland, and we are going to con-
tinue to talk about it during the meeting of the
President, myself, with other Presidents from
our region of Central and Eastern Europe.
President Obama, together with me, will be
the cohosts of this meeting. We will talk about
security, and we will also talk about other im-
portant aspects of the functioning of NATO
nations. Those nations that, together with Po-
land, regained their independence 25 years
ago.

We will talk about how Polish freedom re-
gained then can be strengthened and secured
from the potential risks.

Thank you. 
Moderator. Thank you very much, Mr. Pres-

ident. And now, President Barack Obama, can
you please take the floor?

President Obama. Dzień dobry. Thank you,
President Komorowski. To you and the Polish
people, I want to thank you for welcoming me
back to Poland today, and it is an honor to be
here to celebrate 25 years of freedom.

Mr. President, on my last visit to Warsaw,
you said that “dreams come true when, apart
from dreams, we have courage and determina-
tion.” And thanks to the courage and determi-
nation of you and so many Poles displayed over
the decades, the idea of a free and democratic
and prosperous Poland is not a dream any-
more, it is a reality.

Obviously, the American people have deep
connections to Poland. My hometown of Chi-
cago has especially deep connections to Po-
land. And it makes it that much more special
for me to be a part of this moment. And I also
want to thank you for welcoming me on the
eve of your birthday, so let me say, Cto lat!

I’ve come here, first and foremost, to reaf-
firm the enduring commitment of the United
States to the security of Poland. As NATO al-
lies, we have an article 5 duty to our collective
defense. As President, I’ve made sure that the
United States is upholding that commitment.
We’re on track with our missile defense pro-
gram, including interceptor sites here in Po-
land. As we saw this morning, our American
aviation detachment here is the first regular
presence of U.S. forces in Poland. We continu-
ously rotate additional personnel and aircrafts
into Poland and the Baltics. And I want to
commend Poland for its contributions to the
NATO air patrols over the Baltics.

Today I’m announcing a new initiative to
bolster the security of our NATO allies here in
Europe. Under this effort, and with the sup-
port of Congress, the United States will pre-
position more equipment in Europe. We will
be expanding our exercises and training with
allies to increase the readiness of our forces.
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And I know President Komorowski is a great
champion of the effort to modernize the Polish
military, and we welcome the announcement
that he just made about an even greater com-
mitment.

We’ll increase the number of American per-
sonnel—Army and Air Force units—continu-
ously rotating through allied countries in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe. And we will be step-
ping up our partnerships with friends like
Ukraine, Moldova, and Georgia as they pro-
vide for their own defense. I’m calling on Con-
gress to approve up to $1 billion to support this
effort, which will be a powerful demonstration
of America’s unshakeable commitment to our
NATO allies.

Poland, to its credit, is a leader in the alli-
ance when it comes to investing in our collec-
tive defense. We’ve seen that again today. Po-
land’s resolve, and the initiative I’m proposing
today, is a reminder that every ally needs to
carry their share and truly invest in the capabil-
ities of the alliance that are needed for the fu-
ture.

Of course, President Komorowski and I fo-
cused mostly on the situation in Ukraine. And
perhaps because Poles know better than most
how precious freedom truly is, Poland and
your President have displayed outstanding
leadership in recent months.

We agree that further Russian provocation
will be met with further costs for Russia, in-
cluding, if necessary, additional sanctions. Rus-
sia has a responsibility to engage constructively
with the Ukrainian Government in Kiev, to
prevent the flow of militants and weapons into
eastern Ukraine. Russia also needs to be using
its influence with armed separatists to con-
vince them to stop attacking Ukrainian security
forces, leave buildings that they’ve seized, lay
down their arms, and enter into the political
process.

Meanwhile, the United States and Poland
will continue to support Ukrainians as they em-
bark on political and economic reforms. We’re
prepared to help facilitate a dialogue between
the Ukrainian Government and representa-
tives of separatist regions. And I look forward

to discussing all this with President-elect Po-
roshenko tomorrow.

Finally, President Komorowski and I dis-
cussed a range of issues critical to our shared
prosperity, including the Transatlantic Trade
and Investment Partnership, which would
boost trade between the United States and Eu-
rope, including facilitating potential energy ex-
ports from the United States into Europe. We
agreed that there are more steps that can be
taken to diversify Europe’s energy sources.
That’s important not only for Europe’s econo-
my, but also for its security. And that’s a topic
that I’ll focus on later today when we meet
with other Central and Eastern European
Presidents.

So thank you, Mr. President, again for your
partnership and your hospitality. I could not be
more grateful to have the opportunity to join
tomorrow’s celebration in Castle Square and a
chance to address the Polish people. Dziękuję.

Moderator. Mr. President, thank you very
much. We are moving onto questions: two
questions for Polish and American journalists.
The first question, Szymanski, Polish Press
Agency.

NATO-Russia Relations/Ukraine

Q. A question of both Presidents: How will
the situation in Ukraine influence the change
of the relation between NATO and Russia?
And what assurances President-elect Porosh-
enko hear from both of you? Both of you are
going to talk with him.

President Komorowski. First of all, I would
like to thank very much for the birthday wish-
es. It undoubtedly is thanks to my mom and
not myself. But I want to thank you very much
for that.

One thing is certain, that it is the merit of
the whole nation of Poland is Polish freedom,
Polish freedom that was regained on the 4th of
June, 1989.

Answering your question about NATO-Rus-
sia relations, I can tell you that the Western
world continues—well, including Poland, and
I’m sure it goes for all other countries of
NATO—everyone is very much interested in
developing as good relations with Russia as
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possible and as good cooperation as possible.
Poland is also very much interested in the con-
tinuation of this uneasy process of the reconcil-
iation beyond difficult history and painful his-
tory and bloody history.

However, to make sure that this coopera-
tion, this reconciliation could really function al-
so between NATO and Russia, it is absolutely
necessary today, though, for Russia to totally
give up the application of violence in conduct
with its neighbors. It is also necessary for Rus-
sia to give up similar intentions vis-a-vis other
countries that are in the neighborhood of Rus-
sia, including those countries that are members
of the alliance.

That is why what we would like to see is the
full reconfirmation of the will to cooperate
with Ukraine, free and independent Ukraine.
What we expect is the reconfirmation of accep-
tance or full understanding of the result of the
Presidential elections in Ukraine. And we also
are looking forward to the talks about develop-
ing of good relations between Russia and
Ukraine.

President Obama. Well, I thoroughly agree
with your President about the importance of
maintaining good relations with Russia, but not
sacrificing principle in pursuit of good rela-
tions.

The fact of the matter is, is that Russia is a
significant country with incredibly gifted peo-
ple, resources, an enormous land mass, and
they rightfully play an important role on the
world stage and in the region. But what we
have learned from our history—and nobody
understands that better than the Poles—is that
basic principles of territorial integrity and sov-
ereignty and freedom, the ability for people to
make their own determinations about their
country’s future is the cornerstone of the peace
and security that we’ve seen in Europe over
the last several decades. And that is threatened
by Russian actions in Crimea and now Russian
activity in eastern Ukraine.

So we have said consistently that not only do
we seek good relations with Russia, but we ex-
pect Ukraine to have strong relations with Rus-
sia. We don’t believe that Ukraine has to
choose between good relations with Europe

and good relations with Russia. We do think
that Ukrainians should make their own deci-
sions about the future of their country without
meddling, interference, or armed militias be-
ing financed from the outside trying to disrupt
the effort of Ukrainians to reform themselves,
to strengthen their democracy, and to improve
their economy.

And as a consequence, we will continue to
support Ukrainian efforts. The fact that there
has been an election on May 25 and we have
now a President-elect, I think, gives us some
momentum to build on as we move forward.
The President-elect of Ukraine has indicated
his willingness to work with all regions of
Ukraine to create a constitutional order that is
representative of all people. And he has said
that he is interested in pursuing good relations
with Russia. But what he has said, and he is
right to say is, is that the sovereignty of
Ukraine should not be sacrificed in that effort,
and we fully support him in that.

And NATO’s relationship with Russia, I
think, will be one in which, if Russia is observ-
ing basic international law and principles,
there should be cooperation between Russia
and NATO; where Russia violates international
law and international principle, NATO will
stand firm in asserting those principles. Okay?

White House Principal Deputy Press Secre-
tary Joshua R. Earnest. All right. The first
question from the American side will come
from Nedra Pickler with the Associated Press.

Release of Sgt. Bowe R. Bergdahl, USA, From
Captivity by Taliban Forces in Afghani-
stan/Prisoner Exchange From the Guantanamo
Bay Detention Center to Qatari Custody

Q. Thank you. I wanted to ask you if you
have learned more about the circumstances of
Sergeant Bergdahl’s capture and whether he
could face any punishment given that the Pen-
tagon has concluded that he left his unit? Also,
could you respond to congressional Republi-
cans who say that you violated the law by not
notifying them 30 days in advance and that the
release or the transfer of the Taliban prisoners
could put Americans at risk? Did your willing-
ness to go around that 30-day requirement sig-
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nal a new urgency to close Guantanamo now
that you’re ending combat operations in Af-
ghanistan?

And also, President Komorowski, can you
say whether the steps that President Obama
outlined today to increase the U.S. military
presence here in Europe are enough to miti-
gate whatever threat you see coming from Rus-
sia, or do you want more from the United
States?

President Obama. The United States has al-
ways had a pretty sacred rule, and that is, we
don’t leave our men or women in uniform be-
hind. And that dates back to the earliest days of
our Revolution.

We have consulted with Congress for quite
some time about the possibility that we might
need to execute a prisoner exchange in order
to recover Sergeant Bergdahl. We saw an op-
portunity. We were concerned about Sergeant
Bergdahl’s health. We had the cooperation of
the Qataris to execute an exchange, and we
seized that opportunity. And the process was
truncated because we wanted to make sure
that we did not miss that window.

With respect to the circumstances of Ser-
geant Bergdahl’s capture by the Taliban, we
obviously have not been interrogating Sergeant
Bergdahl. He is recovering from 5 years of cap-
tivity with the Taliban. He’s having to undergo
a whole battery of tests, and he is going to have
to undergo a significant transition back into
life. He has not even met with his family yet,
which indicates, I think, the degree to which
we take this transition process seriously, some-
thing that we learned from the Vietnam era.

But let me just make a very simple point
here, and that is, regardless of the circum-
stances, whatever those circumstances may
turn out to be, we still get an American soldier
back if he’s held in captivity. Period. Full stop.
We don’t condition that. And that’s what every
mom and dad who sees a son or daughter sent
over into war theater should expect from not
just their Commander in Chief, but the United
States of America.

In terms of potential threats, the release of
the Taliban who were being held in Guantana-
mo was conditioned on the Qataris keeping

eyes on them and creating a structure in which
we can monitor their activities. We will be
keeping eyes on them. Is there the possibility
of some of them trying to return to activities
that are detrimental to us? Absolutely. That’s
been true of all the prisoners that were re-
leased from Guantanamo. There is a certain
recidivism rate that takes place. I wouldn’t be
doing it if I thought that it was contrary to
American national security. And we have confi-
dence that we will be in a position to go after
them if, in fact, they are engaging activities that
threaten our defenses.

But this is what happens at the end of wars.
That was true for George Washington, that was
true for Abraham Lincoln, that was true for
FDR, that’s been true of every combat situa-
tion, that at some point, you make sure that
you try to get your folks back. And that’s the
right thing to do.

Q. Just to clarify, could Sergeant Bergdahl
face discipline, or is that off the table?

President Obama. That’s not something that
we’re discussing at this point, because our
main priority is making sure that the transition
that he’s undergoing after 5 years of captivity is
successful.

President Komorowski. I would like to an-
swer your question. Certainly, for us, the deci-
sions of the American authorities to increase its
presence in the Eastern countries of NATO
are very important. We welcome them with
great hope. And we welcome these decisions as
an announcement of a true return of NATO to
focusing very strongly on questions that are
connected with the foundations of the alliance,
which is article 5 of the Washington Treaty
that refers to the collective defense: the de-
fense on the basis of solidarity of the territo-
ries, the homelands of the member states.

We are absolutely convinced that this is a
good response, and it is important for the
whole region, not only for Poland. It is an im-
portant response that will be analyzed and
evaluated as a very important element of dis-
couragement for Russia to continue the policy
of pressure and aggression against the neigh-
bors that are located to the east of our borders.
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However, I am absolutely convinced that
another element that is so important that also
supplements the will that is expressed by Pres-
ident Obama to increase the presence of the
American Armed Forces in Eastern Europe
will be the engagement of NATO in the devel-
opment of additional NATO infrastructure that
is prerequisite for the possible effective recep-
tion of the reinforcement forces. These two el-
ements in my opinion create a situation of full
reconfirmation—reaffirmation of the security
of our region. And for this I would like to thank
you.

Moderator. Next question, TVN–24. 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization

Q. Question of both Presidents: Referring to
what has been raised a moment ago, this Euro-
pean initiative—European reassurance initia-
tive, doesn’t do away with the division into old
and the new members of the alliance. It
doesn’t mean that the deployment of ground
troops of the United States, and Poland and
other countries like the Baltic States counted
on this very much. So what kind of American
troops can we expect in Poland, specifically,
within the next months or years? Is it going to
be some components of the ground troops?
And if so, when are they going to come?

President Obama. Well, the—first of all,
when you discuss old and new NATO mem-
bers, I recall my first NATO meeting back in
2009, and I made very clear, at that first meet-
ing, my belief that there’s no such thing as new
members of NATO and old members of
NATO, there are just members of NATO. And
because that was my strong view then and con-
tinues to be my strong view now, I immediately
pushed to make sure that we were putting in
place contingency plans for every NATO mem-
ber. And those contingency plans have been
steadily developed over the last several years.

And part of what I think your President just
indicated is very important is that our contin-
gency plans are not just pieces of paper on a
shelf, but we have the capacity to operational-
ize them. That means that there has to be re-
sources pre-positioned, there has to be train-
ing, there have to be joint exercises. We have

been conducting those, but there’s no doubt
that what has happened in Ukraine adds a
sense of urgency when we meet in Wales in the
next NATO summit.

And part of what I discussed with Secretary
General of NATO Rasmussen and now with
the new Secretary General Stoltenberg is the
need to make sure that the collective defense
effort is robust, it is ready, it is properly
equipped.

That does mean that every NATO member
has to do its fair share. Obviously, we all have
different capacities. The United States is going
to have different capacities than Poland; Po-
land is going to have a different capacity than
Latvia. But everyone has the capacity to do
their fair share, to do a proportional amount to
make sure that we have the resources, the
planning, the integration, the training in order
to be effective.

Some of that has to do with where our per-
sonnel is positioned. And obviously, as I indi-
cated before, my administration has put U.S.
soldiers on Polish soil for the first time. This
new initiative that I’m putting forward gives us
the option, the capacity, to add to those rota-
tions.

But I think it’s important to recognize that
the effectiveness of our defenses against any
threat is not just going to be dependent on how
many troops we have in any particular country;
it has to do with how we are working collective-
ly together to make sure that when any NATO
member is threatened, all of us can respond
rapidly, whether it’s through air, sea, or land.

And that’s going to require some flexibility.
It’s going to require some additional planning.
It’s going to require some joint capabilities that
right now we don’t have. Frankly, NATO is
very reliant on U.S. capabilities, but has not al-
ways invested in some joint capabilities that
would be important as well. And it’s going to
require every NATO member to step up. We
have seen a decline steadily in European de-
fense spending generally. There are exceptions
like Poland, like Estonia, but for the most part,
we have seen a steady decline. That has to
change.
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The United States is proud to bear its share
of the defense of the transatlantic alliance. It is
the cornerstone of our security. But we can’t
do it alone. And we’re going to need to make
sure that everybody who is a member of
NATO has full membership. They expect full
membership when it comes to their defense;
then that means that they’ve also got to make a
contribution that is commensurate with full
membership.

President Komorowski. For Poland, what is
really fundamental is to make sure that nobody
from outside of NATO claims the right to deter-
mine what NATO member states may do and
what they may not do. And it also concerns the
question of the presence of NATO troops and
NATO infrastructure in the Polish territory.

What is most important for us is to make
sure that there are no second-category mem-
ber states of NATO, that there are no countries
about whom an external country—a third
country like Russia—can say whether or not
American or other allied troops can be de-
ployed to these countries. That is why the deci-
sion of the United States of America to deploy
American troops to Poland is really very impor-
tant for us, both as an element of deterrence,
but also as a reconfirmation that we do not re-
ally accept any limitations concerning the de-
ployment of NATO troops to Poland imposed
for some time or suggested for some time by a
country that is not member of NATO.

Another thing is the inadequacy of response
to the existing situation. The Ukrainian crisis,
the Russian behavior about Crimea, for exam-
ple, forced the necessary response to it. And
this response is both the real presence of
American troops, reinforced aviation detach-
ment, and then the ground troops that are—
component, as well as the declaration of Presi-
dent Obama to increase this presence even
more. I would like to remind you that Poland is
also making a contribution in the reconfirma-
tion of an equal right of every member state to
decide whether or not they are going to receive
NATO troops in their territories.

So Poland is participating in the air policing
mission that is a mission to provide security for
the air space over the Baltic States. We do it

together with other allies from NATO, and we
don’t ask anybody for acceptance except for
what is agreed within NATO internally. The
same goes for the Poland’s participation in the
Afghan operation in ISAF. It was the reconfir-
mation of full solidarity and full coresponsibili-
ty for the decisions which are made not only
for the military effort, but also for political de-
cisions. Poland has been and shall continue to
be a spokescountry for the solidarity within
NATO. And that this can be manifested also in
the denial of the right of anyone from outside
of NATO to decide whether we can do some-
thing or we cannot do it.

President-Elect Petro Poroshenko of Ukraine/In-
ternational Economic Aid to Ukraine/Ukraine-
U.S. Military Cooperation/President Vladimir
Vladimirovich Putin of Russia

Principal Deputy Press Secretary Earnest.
The second question from the American side
will come from Margaret Talev with Bloom-
berg News. 

Q. Thank you. Mr. President, now that the
Ukraine has successfully elected its new Presi-
dent, can you talk to us about how much mili-
tary assistance you are prepared to give
Ukraine, either as part of this package or more
broadly? And you spoke about the importance
of not sacrificing principle in pursuit of good
relations with Mr. Putin. You know Prime
Minister Cameron and President Hollande will
meet individually with Mr. Putin during this
visit in France. Would you consider doing the
same under some circumstances, or do you
think it’s premature? And I think we’re just in-
terested in getting inside your mind. You’ll see
him at this lunch, at least probably shake
hands. What do you want to say to him if you
could?

If I may, also, President Komorowski, 25
years after the Solidarity election victory, are
you concerned that Poland and the region are
still vulnerable to a return to Russian domi-
nance? And do you believe that President Pu-
tin actually wants to reconstitute the Soviet
Union? Thank you.

President Obama. Well, first of all, I’m look-
ing forward to the chance to talk to the
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President-elect of Ukraine tomorrow. I want to
hear from him what he thinks would be most
helpful. My suspicion, based on the discussions
that we’ve had intensively with Ukrainian offi-
cials over the last several months, is, they’re
very interested in making sure that economic
support is in place. They’re very concerned
about making sure that energy is in place as
winter comes up.

The IMF package and the international as-
sistance, including ours, that has been forth-
coming is going to be critical, I think, in these
early months of the new Government’s efforts
to solidify its position and also to reach out to
skeptics and say there’s the prospect for a bet-
ter life. But that has to translate into concrete
action. And so we’re going to spend a lot of
time on the economics of Ukraine.

With respect to the defense of Ukraine, we
have had a partnership with the Ukrainian mil-
itary for quite some time. We have strong rela-
tions. There have been Ukrainian officers who
have been trained in the United States. During
this crisis, we have provided them nonlethal as-
sistance that’s been critical for them.

Part of what’s going to be interesting to hear
is the strategy to deal with eastern Ukraine in a
way that is careful about civilian casualties, but
recognizes that you can’t have a bunch of
masked thugs creating chaos in a big chunk of
your country and that there has to be some
mechanism to return law and order to many of
these areas. And this is where Russian influ-
ence can be extraordinarily important.

Now, in terms of my relationship with Mr.
Putin, I have always had a businesslike rela-
tionship with Mr. Putin. Throughout this crisis,
I have talked to Mr. Putin by phone. I’ve been
very clear with him privately about the same
principles that I lay out publicly: We are inter-
ested in good relations with Russia; we are not
interested in threatening Russia. We recognize
that Russia has legitimate interests in what
happens along its borders and has a long his-
toric relationship with Ukraine. But we also
believe that the principles of territorial integri-
ty and sovereignty have to be respected, that
Russia has violated them; that we are going to
maintain sanctions that are directed at the an-

nexation of Crimea; and that we have prepared
economic costs on Russia that can escalate if in
fact we continue to see Russia actively destabi-
lizing one of its neighbors in the way that we’ve
seen of late.

And Mr. Putin has a choice to make. He can
make a decision that, having now begun to pull
back his troops directly on the border, he also
exerts his influence to get these separatist ele-
ments to stand down. He can meet with the
President-elect of Ukraine, recognize that that
was a legitimate election, and help to facilitate
the kind of dialogue along the Ukraine-Russian
border that can calm the situation down and
encourage people to participate in a legitimate
political process.

That’s what I will tell him if I see him pub-
licly. That’s what I have told him privately. I
would expect and hope that David Cameron
and François Hollande would emphasize those
same points to him when they meet with him.
And if in fact we can see some responsible be-
havior by the Russians over the next several
months, then I think it is possible for us to try
to rebuild some of the trust that’s been shat-
tered during this past year.

But I think it is fair to say that rebuilding
that trust will take quite some time. And in the
meantime, we are going to be prepared for any
contingencies that may come up if in fact Mr.
Putin continues to pursue strategies that desta-
bilize its neighbors, whether it’s Ukraine or any
NATO member or Moldova or others. We
want to make sure that we stand with the peo-
ple of countries that are simply seeking to
choose their own destiny.

And I’ve said in the past and I will repeat
again: I do not believe in spheres of influence.
There are times where we have governments in
the Western Hemisphere that are not particu-
larly friendly to us, and we may make very clear
that we don’t like their policies, but under my
administration, we don’t go around and try to
overthrow those governments or to finance or
supply armed efforts to undermine those gov-
ernments. That’s not what we do, partly be-
cause we have enough confidence that we’ve
got the better argument and ultimately govern-
ments that pursue oppressive policies, corrupt
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policies, that over time, those governments will
fail because that’s not the kind of government
that’s going to meet the aspirations of people.

Q. What if you meet President Putin on this
trip or would you rule that out?

President Obama. I’m sure I’ll see him. He’s
going to be there. Russia—I think it’s impor-
tant for us to acknowledge the role that Russia
played during World War II, and that’s part of
what Normandy is about.

All right? Okay.
President Komorowski. Well, ladies and

gentlemen, it is difficult not to notice that
something has changed to the east of the bor-
ders of NATO; that, again, we are having to
deal with the aggression with the use of armed
forces against one’s neighbor. A few years ago
it was Georgia; now it is Ukraine, with a special
focus on the Crimea.

President Putin didn’t hide it. He didn’t
hide that these were elements of the Russian
Armed Forces, and that—this is something
that we have to acknowledge. Just the same
way Russia never hid that for the last 4 years it
has increased its defense budget twofold. We,
ourselves, have to ask a question, why? For
what purpose? And what does it have to mean
for member states of NATO?

All of us are interested in Russia to get mod-
ernized so that it was possible to do not only
good business modernizing Russia, but also de-
velop relations of good neighborhood and co-
operation in many dimensions, in many areas.
But today we have to answer to this situation
that has come up by supporting independence
of Ukraine and its right to choose its pro-West-
ern direction. We have to support the modern-
ization of Ukraine too.

I am convinced that this is the right way to
develop the mechanism and a source of a very
good and suggestive example for the Russian

society, just as a great example for them was
the development of democracy in Poland—
free market, prosperity, security, safety. It act-
ed very well on Ukraine, and I am convinced
that it was simply an element of the Ukrainian
dreams to follow along the same way, in the di-
rection of the same values.

I am also convinced that the success of
Ukraine, its democratic and independent na-
ture, combined with overcoming the economic
crisis and political crisis on the ground, com-
bined with deep modernization of the Ukraini-
an society and state, will have a huge influence
on the shaping of the attitudes of people within
the Russian society. It is difficult not to notice
today that the Russian public opinion has fully
supported the aggressive behavior of President
Putin in Crimea. The point is that a public
opinion in Russia should stand on the side of
the prospects for the modernization of Russia
and not at the reconstitution of any zone of in-
fluence and any dreams of empire.

Ladies and gentlemen, this press conference
is over. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 12:25 p.m. at Belweder Palace. In his re-
marks, President Obama referred to Khirullah
Said Wali Khairkhwa, Mohammed Fazi,
Norullah Noori, Abdul Haq Wasiq, and Mo-
hammed Nabi Omari, members of the Afghan
Taliban released from the Guantanamo Bay
Naval Station detention center in Cuba to Qa-
tari custody in Doha, Qatar, in exchange for
the release of Sgt. Bergdahl; Prime Minister
David Cameron of the United Kingdom; and
President François Hollande of France. Presi-
dent Komorowski referred to his mother Jad-
wiga Komorowska. President Komorowski
spoke in Polish, and his remarks were translat-
ed by an interpreter.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Donald Tusk of Poland
in Warsaw
June 3, 2014

Prime Minister Tusk. Mr. President, I’m very
happy that again here in Warsaw we had the

opportunity to talk about Polish-American rela-
tions. And with great satisfaction, I observed
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