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tainees currently being held by the Govern-
ment of South Sudan will be critical to those
discussions, and we will continue to work to ex-
pedite their release. I am grateful for the con-
structive role played by the Intergovernmental
Authority on Development and our partners in
the region to advance these efforts.

The United States has long supported the
aspirations of the people of South Sudan for in-
dependence, peace, and prosperity. In order to
regain the trust of their people and the interna-

tional community, South Sudan’s leaders must
demonstrate their sustained commitment to a
peaceful resolution of the crisis. They have an
obligation to ensure that the lives of their peo-
ple and future of their young country are not
further marred by continued violence and that
individuals who have committed atrocities are
held to account. Those working for a more
peaceful, democratic, unified South Sudan will
continue to have a steady partner in the United
States of America.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 25, 2014

Hi, everybody. This week, I called members
of my Cabinet to the White House to deal with
a challenge that affects so many families and
communities: the crime, the outrage, of sexual
violence. Sexual assault is an affront to our ba-
sic decency and humanity. And it’s about all of
us, the safety of those we love most: our moms,
our wives, our daughters, and our sons.

Because when a child starts to question their
self-worth after being abused and maybe starts
withdrawing or a young woman drops out of
school after being attacked or a mom struggles
to hold down a job and support her kids after
an assault, it’s not just these individuals and
their families who suffer. Our communities—
our whole country—is held back.

Over the past 5 years, we’ve stepped up our
efforts to stop these crimes. And this week, we
took another important step to protect young
women at college. An estimated one in five
women is sexually assaulted at college, and
that’s totally unacceptable. So I’ve created the
White House Task Force To Protect Students
From Sexual Assault. We’re going to help
schools do a better job of preventing and re-
sponding to sexual assault on their campuses,
because college should be a place where our
young people feel secure and confident so
they can go as far as their talents will take
them.

And we’re going to keep working to stop
sexual assaults wherever they occur. We’ll keep
strengthening our criminal justice system so
police and prosecutors have the tools and

training to prevent these crimes and bring per-
petrators to justice. We’ll keep reaching out to
survivors to make sure they’re getting all the
support they need to heal. We’re going to keep
combating sexual assault in our Armed Forces,
because when a member of our military is at-
tacked by the very people he or she trusts and
serves with, that’s an injustice that no one who
volunteers to protect our Nation should ever
endure.

Some of this is a job for government. But re-
ally, it’s up to all of us. We’ve got to teach
young people—men and women—to be brave
enough to stand up and help put an end to
these crimes. We’ve especially got to teach
young men to show women the respect they
deserve. I want every young man in America to
know that real men do not hurt women. And
those of us who are fathers have a special obli-
gation to make sure every young man out there
understands that being a man means recogniz-
ing sexual violence and being outraged by it
and doing their part to stop it.

Perhaps most important, we need to keep
saying to anyone out there who’s ever been as-
saulted: You are not alone; we have your back.
I’ve got your back.

I’m going to keep pushing for others to step
up across my administration, in Congress, in
State capitals, college campuses, and military
bases all across our country. This is a priority
for me, not only as President and Commander
in Chief, but as a husband and a father of two
extraordinary girls. And I hope it’s a priority for
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you, because here in the United States of
America, every man and woman, every girl and
boy, has the right to be safe and protected and
to pursue their own piece of the American
dream.

Let’s all do our part to make that happen.
Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:05 p.m. on January 24 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast
on January 25. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
January 24, but was embargoed for release un-
til 6 a.m. on January 25.

Statement on International Holocaust Remembrance Day
January 27, 2014

Each year on this day, the world comes to-
gether to commemorate a barbaric crime
unique in human history. We recall 6 million
Jews and millions of other innocent victims
who were murdered in Nazi death camps. We
mourn lives cut short and communities torn
apart.

Yet, even on a day of solemn remembrance,
there is room for hope. For January 27th is also
the day Auschwitz was liberated 69 years ago.
The noble acts of courage performed by libera-
tors, rescuers, and the Righteous Among Na-
tions remind us that we are never powerless. In
our lives, we always have choices. In our time,
this means choosing to confront bigotry and

hatred in all of its forms, especially anti-Semi-
tism. It means condemning any attempts to de-
ny the occurrence of the Holocaust. It means
doing our part to ensure that survivors receive
some measure of justice and the support they
need to live out their lives in dignity.

On this International Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, Michelle and I join the American
people and our friends in the State of Israel
and around the world as we reaffirm our obli-
gation not just to bear witness, but to act. May
God bless the memory of the millions, and may
God grant us the strength and courage to make
real our solemn vow: Never forget. Never
again.

Statement on the Death of Pete Seeger
January 28, 2014

Once called “America’s tuning fork,” Pete
Seeger believed deeply in the power of song.
But more importantly, he believed in the pow-
er of community: to stand up for what’s right,
speak out against what’s wrong, and move this
country closer to the America he knew we
could be. Over the years, Pete used his
voice—and his hammer—to strike blows for

workers’ rights and civil rights, world peace
and environmental conservation. And he al-
ways invited us to sing along. For reminding
us where we come from and showing us where
we need to go, we will always be grateful to
Pete Seeger. Michelle and I send our thoughts
and prayers to Pete’s family and all those who
loved him.

Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on the State of the Union
January 28, 2014

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members
of Congress, my fellow Americans: Today in
America, a teacher spent extra time with a stu-
dent who needed it and did her part to lift
America’s graduation rate to its highest levels

in more than three decades. An entrepreneur
flipped on the lights in her tech startup and did
her part to add to the more than 8 million new
jobs our businesses have created over the past
4 years. An autoworker fine-tuned some of the
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