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that our Nation might honor their sacrifice, al-
though it does. They gave their lives so that we
might live ours: so that a daughter might grow
up to pursue her dreams; so that a wife might
be able to live a long life, free and secure; so
that a mother might raise her family in a land
of peace and freedom. Everything that we hold
precious in this country was made possible by
Americans who gave their all. And because of
them, our Nation is stronger, safer, and will al-
ways remain a shining beacon of freedom for
the rest of the world.

May God bless the fallen and all those who
serve. May God watch over their families. And
may God continue to bless the United States of
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. in
the Memorial Amphitheater at Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery. In his remarks, he referred to
Maj. Gen. Jeffrey S. Buchanan, commanding
general, and Col. Michael E. Brainerd, USA,
Joint Force headquarters command chaplain,
National Capital Region and Military District
of Washington; Patrick K. Hallinan, executive
director, Army National Military Cemeteries;
Macarena E. Cardenaz, wife, and Mariella,
Mariliz, and Marianna Cardenaz, daughters, of
S. Sgt. Michael David P. Cardenaz, USA, who
was killed in action in Afghanistan on February
20, 2010; Clara Gantt, wife of Sfc. Joseph E.
Gantt, USA, who went missing in action during
the Korean war; and Wendy Holland, mother
of Sgt. Robert D. Sanchez, USA, who was
killed in action in Afghanistan on October 1,
2009, her husband Will Holland, and their son
Logan.

Remarks on the Drawdown of United States Military Personnel in
Afghanistan
May 27, 2014

Good afternoon, everybody. As you know,
this weekend, I traveled to Afghanistan to
thank our men and women in uniform and our
deployed civilians, on behalf of a grateful na-
tion, for the extraordinary sacrifices they make
on behalf of our security. I was also able to
meet with our commanding general and Am-
bassador to review the progress that we’ve
made. And today I’d like to update the Ameri-
can people on the way forward in Afghanistan
and how, this year, we will bring America’s lon-
gest war to a responsible end.

The United States did not seek this fight.
We went into Afghanistan out of necessity, af-
ter our Nation was attacked by Al Qaida on
September 11, 2001. We went to war against
Al Qaida and its extremist allies with the strong
support of the American people and their rep-
resentatives in Congress, with the international
community and our NATO allies, and with the
Afghan people, who welcomed the opportunity
of a life free from the dark tyranny of extrem-
ism.

We have now been in Afghanistan longer
than many Americans expected. But make no

mistake: Thanks to the skill and sacrifice of our
troops, diplomats, and intelligence profession-
als, we have struck significant blows against Al
Qaida’s leadership, we have eliminated Usama
bin Laden, and we have prevented Afghanistan
from being used to launch attacks against our
homeland. We’ve also supported the Afghan
people as they continue the hard work of
building a democracy. We’ve extended more
opportunities to their people, including wom-
en and girls. And we’ve helped train and equip
their own security forces.

Now we’re finishing the job we started.
Over the last several years, we’ve worked to
transition security responsibilities to the Af-
ghans. One year ago, Afghan forces assumed
the lead for combat operations. Since then,
they’ve continued to grow in size and in
strength, while making huge sacrifices for their
country. This transition has allowed us to
steadily draw down our own forces, from a
peak of 100,000 U.S. troops to roughly 32,000
today.

Two thousand fourteen, therefore, is a piv-
otal year. Together with our allies and the
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Afghan Government, we have agreed that this
is the year we will conclude our combat mis-
sion in Afghanistan. This is also a year of politi-
cal transition in Afghanistan. Earlier this
spring, Afghans turned out in the millions to
vote in the first round of their Presidential
election, defying threats in order to determine
their own destiny. And in just over 2 weeks,
they will vote for their next President, and Af-
ghanistan will see its first democratic transfer
of power in history.

In the context of this progress, having con-
sulted with Congress and my national security
team, I’ve determined the nature of the com-
mitment that America is prepared to make be-
yond 2014. Our objectives are clear: disrupting
threats posed by Al Qaida, supporting Afghan
security forces, and giving the Afghan people
the opportunity to succeed as they stand on
their own.

Here’s how we will pursue those objectives.
First, America’s combat mission will be over by
the end of this year. Starting next year, Afghans
will be fully responsible for securing their
country. American personnel will be in an ad-
visory role. We will no longer patrol Afghan
cities or towns, mountains or valleys. That is a
task for the Afghan people.

Second, I’ve made it clear that we’re open to
cooperating with Afghans on two narrow mis-
sions after 2014: training Afghan forces and
supporting counterterrorism operations against
the remnants of Al Qaida.

Today I want to be clear about how the
United States is prepared to advance those
missions. At the beginning of 2015, we will
have approximately 98,000 U.S.—let me start
that over, just because I want to make sure we
don’t get this written wrong. At the beginning
of 2015, we will have approximately 9,800—
nine thousand eight hundred—U.S. service-
members in different parts of the country, to-
gether with our NATO allies and other part-
ners. By the end of 2015, we will have reduced
that presence by roughly half and will have
consolidated our troops in Kabul and on Ba-
gram Airfield. One year later, by the end of
2016, our military will draw down to a normal

Embassy presence in Kabul, with a security as-
sistance component, just as we’ve done in Iraq.

Now, even as our troops come home, the in-
ternational community will continue to support
Afghans as they build their country for years to
come. But our relationship will not be defined
by war, it will be shaped by our financial and
development assistance, as well as our diplo-
matic support. Our commitment to Afghani-
stan is rooted in the strategic partnership that
we agreed to in 2012. And this plan remains
consistent with discussions we’ve had with our
NATO allies. Just as our allies have been with
us every step of the way in Afghanistan, we ex-
pect that our allies will be with us going for-
ward.

Third, we will only sustain this military pres-
ence after 2014 if the Afghan Government
signs the bilateral security agreement that our
two governments have already negotiated. This
agreement is essential to give our troops the
authorities they need to fulfill their mission,
while respecting Afghan sovereignty. The two
final Afghan candidates in the runoff election
for President have each indicated that they
would sign this agreement promptly after tak-
ing office. So I’m hopeful that we can get this
done.

The bottom line is, it’s time to turn the page
on more than a decade in which so much of
our foreign policy was focused on the wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq. When I took office, we
had nearly 180,000 troops in harm’s way. By
the end of this year, we will have less than
10,000. In addition to bringing our troops
home, this new chapter in American foreign
policy will allow us to redirect some of the re-
sources saved by ending these wars to respond
more nimbly to the changing threat of terror-
ism, while addressing a broader set of priorities
around the globe.

I think Americans have learned that it’s
harder to end wars than it is to begin them. Yet
this is how wars end in the 21st century: not
through signing ceremonies, but through deci-
sive blows against our adversaries, transitions
to elected governments, security forces who
are trained to take the lead and ultimately full
responsibility. We remain committed to a sov-
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ereign, secure, stable, and unified Afghanistan.
And toward that end, we will continue to sup-
port Afghan-led efforts to promote peace in
their country through reconciliation. We have
to recognize, Afghanistan will not be a perfect
place, and it is not America’s responsibility to
make it one. The future of Afghanistan must
be decided by Afghans. But what the United
States can do—what we will do—is secure our
interests and help give the Afghans a chance,
an opportunity, to seek a long-overdue and
hard-earned peace.

America will always keep our commitments
to friends and partners who step up, and we
will never waver in our determination to deny
Al Qaida the safe haven that they had before
9/11. That commitment is embodied by the
men and women, in and out of uniform, who
serve in Afghanistan today and who have
served in the past. In their eyes, I see the char-
acter that sustains American security and our
leadership abroad. These are mostly young
people who did not hesitate to volunteer in a
time of war. And as many of them begin to
transition to civilian life, we will keep the
promise we make to them and to all veterans
and make sure they get the care and benefits
that they have earned and deserve.

This 9/11 generation is part of an unbroken
line of heroes who give up the comfort of the
familiar to serve a half a world away, to protect
their families and communities back home,
and to give people they never thought they’d
meet the chance to live a better life. It is an ex-
traordinary sacrifice for them and for their
families. But we shouldn’t be surprised that
they’re willing to make it. That’s who we are as
Americans. That’s what we do.

Tomorrow I will travel to West Point and
speak to America’s newest class of military offi-
cers to discuss how Afghanistan fits into our
broader strategy going forward. And I am con-
fident that if we carry out this approach, we
can not only responsibly end our war in Af-
ghanistan and achieve the objectives that took
us to war in the first place, we’ll also be able to
begin a new chapter in the story of American
leadership around the world.

Thanks very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gen. Joseph F. Dunford,
Jr., USMC, commander, International Security
Assistance Force, Afghanistan; U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Afghanistan James B. Cunningham; and
Afghan Presidential candidates Abdullah
Abdullah and Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai.

Remarks at the White House Science Fair
May 27, 2014

The President. Welcome to the White
House Science Fair! I love this event. [Laugh-
ter] This is one of my favorite things all year
long.

Before I begin, I want to recognize some
people who are here today who really worked
hard not only to make our Science Fair hap-
pen, but are working hard to connect young
people to science every single day. We’ve got
our Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan is
here. We have our head of NASA and former
astronaut, Charlie Bolden is here. There he is.
We have our Director of the National Insti-
tutes of Health, Francis Collins is here. My
chief Science Adviser, John Holdren, is here.

We’ve got Bill Nye, the Science Guy. You
can see his bow tie. He’s right here. Love Bill
Nye, the Science Guy. [Applause] You guys
like him, huh? [Laughter] You see, you got a
big “whoop.” [Laughter] And we’ve got a wom-
an who gets to build and blow stuff up for a liv-
ing at MythBusters: Kari Byron is here.
Where’s Kari? There she is right there.

And we want to recognize the people whose
love and support helped these amazing young
people get here: the parents, mentors, tireless
teachers. Let’s give them all a big round of ap-
plause. [Applause] Yay!

Now, I have a confession to make. When I
was growing up, my science fair projects were
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