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hee, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff of South
Korea; and Park Ji-young and Yang Dee-hong,

crewmembers of the South Korean ferry Se-
wol, which sank on April 16.

Joint Statement by Group of Seven Leaders on the Situation in Ukraine

April 26, 2014

We, the leaders of Canada, France, Germa-
ny, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, the
United States, the President of the European
Council and the President of the European
Commission, join in expressing our deep con-
cern at the continued efforts by separatists
backed by Russia to destabilize eastern
Ukraine and our commitment to taking further
steps to ensure a peaceful and stable environ-
ment for the May 25 presidential election.

We welcomed the positive steps taken by
Ukraine to meet its commitments under the
Geneva accord of April 17 by Ukraine, Russia,
the European Union, and the United States.
These actions include working towards consti-
tutional reform and decentralization, propos-
ing an amnesty law for those who will peaceful-
ly leave the buildings they have seized in east-
ern Ukraine, and supporting the work of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE). We also note that the Gov-
ernment of Ukraine has acted with restraint in
dealing with the armed bands illegally occupy-
ing government buildings and forming illegal
checkpoints.

In contrast, Russia has taken no concrete ac-
tions in support of the Geneva accord. It has
not publicly supported the accord, nor con-
demned the acts of pro-separatists seeking to
destabilize Ukraine, nor called on armed mili-
tants to leave peacefully the government build-
ings they've occupied and put down their arms.
Instead, it has continued to escalate tensions

by increasingly concerning rhetoric and ongo-
ing threatening military maneuvers on
Ukraine’s border.

We reiterate our strong condemnation of
Russia’s illegal attempt to annex Crimea and
Sevastopol, which we do not recognize. We
will now follow through on the full legal and
practical consequences of this illegal annexa-
tion, including but not limited to the econom-
ic, trade and financial areas.

We have now agreed that we will move
swiftly to impose additional sanctions on Rus-
sia. Given the urgency of securing the opportu-
nity for a successful and peaceful democratic
vote next month in Ukraine’s presidential elec-
tions, we have committed to act urgently to in-
tensify targeted sanctions and measures to in-
crease the costs of Russia’s actions.

Russia’s actions in Ukraine and the response
from the international community already have
imposed significant costs on its economy.
While we continue to prepare to move to
broader, coordinated sanctions, including sec-
toral measures should circumstances warrant,
as we committed to in The Hague on March
24, we underscore that the door remains open
to a diplomatic resolution of this crisis, on the
basis of the Geneva accord. We urge Russia to
join us in committing to that path.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by King Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah of

Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
April 26, 2014

King Abdul Halim. The Honorable Presi-
dent Barack Obama, President of the United
States; Excellencies; honored guests; ladies
and gentlemen: The Raja Permaisuri Agong
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joins us in warmly welcoming you, Mr. Presi-
dent, and your delegation to Istana Negara
on the occasion of your state visit to Malay-
sia.



The visit clearly manifests the excellent state
of the longstanding relations between our gov-
ernments and people of Malaysia and the Unit-
ed States.

Your Honorable, we are heartened that your
visit builds upon the close bond of friendship
between our two countries on the recent miss-
ing flight MH370 involving many nationalities,
including Malaysians and Americans. We wish
to express our utmost gratitude for the U.S.
unwavering support and cooperation. Your in-
volvement since the beginning of the search
and rescue mission and the ongoing recovery
operation indeed exemplifies the strong com-
mitment established between our two coun-
tries.

We are pleased to see the ties between our
two countries gaining so much traction. Over
the years, the two countries’ common interests
and shared values have flourished. We are also
delighted that both our countries will be dis-
cussing ways  to strengthen cooperation in
wide-ranging areas of economy, security and
defense, education, energy, science and tech-
nology, and people-to-people relations.

The economic ties between our two coun-
tries have been very strong. Your continuous
support to our country’s economic growth
would prepare Malaysia in its aspiration to
reach the developed nation status.

We welcome the United States to continue
working hand in hand with Malaysia to ensure
the peace and stability of the region. This
could be attained through the shared values
and mutual respect, understanding, and mod-
eration, coupled by the strong people-to-peo-
ple relations, testifying both our countries’
good will and mutual understanding.

Mr. President, you can be rest assured that
Malaysia will continue our efforts to build a
strong, nourished, and lasting relationship be-
tween the United States as a foundation for the
stability and prosperity of our countries.

We hope that your visit to Malaysia is both
meaningful and memorable. It is our hope that
you will enjoy our hospitality and return to the
United States with fond memories of Malaysia.
We pray for your continued good health, as
well as for that of your family and for the peo-

Administration of Barack Obama, 2014 / Apr. 26

ple of the United States. We pray also for
peace, stability, and prosperity for both our
countries in the years to come.

Ladies and gentlemen, we would like to in-
vite all of you to join us in proposing a toast to
the President and the people of the United
States.

Thank you.

[At this point, King Abdul Halim offered a
toast. |

President Obama. Good evening. Selamat
petang. Your Majesty, thank you so much for
those warm words. To you; Her Majesty; Mad-
am Rosmah; Prime Minister; distinguished
guests and friends: Thank you for the extraor-
dinary hospitality that you've shown me and
my delegation. And on behalf of my country, I
want to thank the Malaysian people for the
wonderful welcome that you extended to us to-
day.

}I]’m delighted to make this historic visit. As
some of you may know, it has been nearly 50
years since an American President visited Ma-
laysia. In his memoirs, Lyndon Johnson wrote
of how impressed he was by the “extraordinary
vitality and eagerness” he saw in the faces of
people here and throughout Southeast Asia.
And I'm eager to see that same boleh spirit to-
morrow when I have the opportunity to speak
with young people from across Southeast Asia
at the University of Malaya.

Mr. Prime Minister, I look forward to our
work together, and I pledge to infuse our ef-
forts with that same spirit. Tonight I simply
want to express my gratitude for the generosity
that you've shown us today, a generosity the
people of Malaysia have extended to my family
since I was elected.

As some of you may know, 2 years ago, the
Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia hosted an ex-
hibit that showcased some of my mother’s ba-
tik collection. Now, my mother loved batik. I
remember when I was a boy growing up in Ja-
karta, she’d come home from village markets
with her arms full of batik, and she’d lay them
around the house and look at them and make
dresses out of them. And I was a young boy, so
I wasn’t as excited as she was. [Laughter]
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And they weren’t particularly fancy or ex-
pensive—although, later in life, she would get
some antiques that were extraordinary—but
for my mother, batik wasn’t about fashion. It
was representative of the work and the liveli-
hood of mothers and young women who had
painstakingly crafted them. It was a window in-
to the lives of others, their cultures and their
traditions and their hopes. And it meant so
much to her, and it was part of her spirit, and
so I'm deeply grateful to the people of Malay-
sia for celebrating that part of my mother’s life.
It was very kind of you.

And T tell this story because my mother be-
lieved, and I believe, that whether we come
from a remote village or a big city, whether we
live in the United States or in Malaysia, that we
all share basic human aspirations: to live in dig-
nity and peace, to shape our own destiny, to be
able to make a living and to work hard and sup-
port a family and, most of all, to leave the next
generation something better than was left to us.

These are the aspirations that I believe illu-
minate a new era of partnership—of berker-

jasama—between the United States and Ma-
laysia. For while we may be different as na-
tions, our people have similar hopes and simi-
lar aspirations. And we can draw strength in
both our nations from our ethnic and religious
diversity. We can draw hope from our history.
And we dream of a brighter future for all of
our children.

So I would like to propose a toast: To the
strength of our relationship, the power of our
friendship, the peace and prosperity of our
peoples, and the good health of Their Majes-
ties the King and Queen.

[President Obama offered a toast. ]

President Obama. Terima kasih banyak.
Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:38 p.m. at the
Istana Negara. In his remarks, he referred to
Queen Tuanku Hajah Haminah of Malaysia;
and Prime Minister Najib Razak of Malaysia
and his wife Rosmah Mansor.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Najib Razak of

Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur
April 27, 2014

Moderator. Thank you. Please be seated.
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, we will be-
gin this press conference today with a state-
ment by the Prime Minister of Malaysia fol-
lowed by a statement by the President of the
United States. And then, the two leaders will
take questions. Ladies and gentlemen, the
Prime Minister of Malaysia.

Prime Minister Najib. As-salaam alaikum—
[inaudible]. And very good afternoon. It is an
honor to host you, Mr. President, and United
States delegation. On behalf of the Malaysian
people, I extend to you our warmest greetings.

And normally, T would say selamat datang,
which means “welcome” in our language. But
since you grew up not far from here, you're
one of the few leaders, world leaders, who will
understand when I say selamat datang, sahabat
saya. [Laughter]
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Forty-eight years ago, a U.S. President first
stepped onto Malaysian soil. Back then, TV
was black and white. The Monkees were top-
ping the U.S. charts with “The Last Train to
Clarksville.” [Laughter]

President Obama. It’s a good song. [Laughter]

Prime Minister Najib. And “The Sound of
Music” movie was winning Academy Awards.
Today, Mr. President, you see not rubber
trees, as Lyndon B. Johnson did, but soaring
skyscrapers. They are testament to the trans-
formation that is taking place here in Malaysia.
And on this journey, we are thankful for the
United States hand of friendship.

Over the past 2 months, the strength of our
relationship has been revealed for all to see.
From the day MH370 went missing, the Unit-
ed States lent its considerable expertise to the
investigation and its unique capabilities and as-
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