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helps mentor young men with the life skills
they need to succeed. He calls himself now a
“warrior for society.” This is his first Soldier
Ride.

Major Jeanette Nieves-Ayala is here. And I
first met Jeanette a few years ago at Walter
Reed, where she was recovering from an injury
received in Iraq. As some of you know, when I
visit with our troops, I often hand out coins
marked with the Seal of the President. Jea-
nette shook my hand, and she said: “Mr. Presi-
dent, all these men think your coin is the best;
I don’t. I made a bet with them that there was
a coin that could trump yours.” I said, “What
are you talking about?” She said, “I want the
First Lady’s coin.” [Laughter] “The First La-
dy’s coin would beat yours.”

Now, it is true that the First Lady trumps
me. But Jeanette says her proudest accom-
plishment is being a peer mentor to other
wounded warriors. She says that during her re-
covery: “I was definitely being carried. Now I
feel like I am helping to carry others.” So I
want to thank you, Jeanette.

This ride is first and foremost for these in-
credible riders. But it’s men and women like
John and Louis and Sedrick and Jeanette and
all of you who make the ride so special for all of
us, because you inspire us. You inspire the
country, some of whom will be out cheering
along your ride. You inspire me with your

courage, your resolve, your resilience, your te-
nacity, your optimism. It makes me proud to
be your Commander in Chief. And Michelle
and I treasure every moment that we get to
spend with you and your families.

Every day I have the honor of serving as this
country’s Commander in Chief. And as long as
I have that honor, I will keep fighting to make
sure you and your families get the care and
treatment and benefits that you have earned
and deserve. When people ask of you to serve
your country, to give your all, to make your sac-
rifices, you’ve raised your hands. You’ve
stepped up. You held up your end of the bar-
gain. And it’s especially now, as we’re winding
down the war in Afghanistan, after having end-
ed over a decade of war, that we are standing
up for you. Our obligations to our veterans en-
dure for your entire lives. That’s our mission.
That’s why we’re here, not just during this ride,
but all year long.

So with that, the sun is out. It’s a spectacular
day. The racers look like they’re ready. I think
it’s time for us to get this party started.

God bless you. God bless America. Let’s get
this going.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:06 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs Eric K. Shinseki.

The President’s News Conference
April 17, 2014

The President. Hello, everybody. Before I
begin, I just want to express on behalf of the
American people our deepest condolences to
the Republic of Korea and the families of all
those who have seen their loved ones lost when
a ferry sank within the last couple of days.

Obviously, information is still coming in. We
know that many of the victims of this terrible
tragedy were students. And American Navy
personnel and marines have already been on
the scene helping with search and rescue. As
one of our closest allies, our commitment to
South Korea is unwavering in good times and

in bad, and that’s something I’ll underscore
during my visit to Seoul next week.

Before I take questions, I’d also like to say a
few words about how the Affordable Care Act
is now covering more people at less cost than
most would have predicted just a few months
ago.

The first open enrollment period under this
law ended a little over 2 weeks ago. And as
more data comes in, we now know that the
number of Americans who’ve signed up for
private insurance in the marketplaces has
grown to 8 million people—8 million people.
Thirty-five percent of people who enrolled
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through the Federal marketplace are under
the age of 35. All told, independent experts
now estimate that millions of Americans who
were uninsured have gained coverage this year,
with millions more to come next year and the
year after.

We’ve also seen signs that the Affordable
Care Act is bringing economic security to more
Americans. Before this law added new trans-
parency and competition to the individual mar-
ket, folks who have bought insurance on their
own regularly saw double-digit increases in
their premiums. That was the norm. And while
we will suspect that premiums will keep rising,
as they have for decades, we also know that
since the law took effect health care spending
has risen more slowly than at any time in the
past 50 years.

In the decade before the Affordable Care
Act, employer-based insurance rose almost 8
percent a year. Last year, it grew at half that
rate. Under this law, real Medicare costs per
person have nearly stopped growing. The life
of the Medicare Trust Fund has been extended
by 10 years. And the independent Congressio-
nal Budget Office now expects premiums for
plans on the marketplace to be 15-percent low-
er than originally predicted.

So those savings add up to more money that
families can spend at businesses, more money
that businesses can spend hiring new workers.
And the CBO now says that the Affordable
Care Act will be cheaper than recently project-
ed. Lower costs from coverage provisions will
shrink our deficits by an extra hundred billion
dollars.

So the bottom line is, under the Affordable
Care Act, the share of Americans with insur-
ance is up, the growth of health care costs is
down. Hundreds of millions of Americans who
already have insurance now have new benefits
and protections, from free preventive care to
freedom from lifetime caps on your care. No
American with a preexisting condition like
asthma or cancer can be denied coverage. No
woman can be charged more just for being a
woman. Those days are over. And this thing is
working.

I’ve said before, this law won’t solve all of
the problems in our health care system. We
know we’ve got more work to do. But we now
know for a fact that repealing the Affordable
Care Act would increase the deficit, raise pre-
miums for millions of Americans, and take in-
surance away from millions more, which is
why, as I’ve said before, I find it strange that
the Republican position on this law is still stuck
in the same place that it has always been.

They still can’t bring themselves to admit
that the Affordable Care Act is working. They
said nobody would sign up; they were wrong
about that. They said it would be unaffordable
for the country; they were wrong about that.
They were wrong to keep trying to repeal a law
that is working when they have no alternative
answer for millions of Americans with preexist-
ing conditions who would be denied coverage
again or every woman who would be charged
more for just being a woman again.

Now, I know every American isn’t going to
agree with this law. But I think we can agree
that it’s well past time to move on as a country
and refocus our energy on the issues that the
American people are most concerned about,
and that continues to be the economy. Because
these endless, fruitless repeal efforts come at a
cost. The 50 or so votes Republicans have tak-
en to repeal this law could have been 50 votes
to create jobs by investing in things like infra-
structure or innovation. Or 50 votes to make it
easier for middle class families to send their
kids to college. Or 50 votes to raise the mini-
mum wage or restore unemployment insur-
ance that they let expire for folks working hard
to find a new job.

The point is, the repeal debate is and should
be over. The Affordable Care Act is working.
And I know the American people don’t want us
spending the next 2½ years refighting the set-
tled political battles of the last 5 years. They
sent us here to repair our economy, to rebuild
our middle class, and to restore our founding
promise of opportunity, not just for a few, but
for all. And as President, that’s exactly what I
intend to keep doing as long as I’m in this of-
fice.
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With that, I’ll take some questions. Let’s see
who we’ve got. Kathleen Hennessey of the
L.A. Times.

Ukraine

Q. Thanks, Mr. President. I—it sounds like
there’s been some development on—in the
Ukraine talks in Geneva. I’m just wondering if
you could describe your level of confidence in
what this agreement is and how you can be
sure that Russia will follow through, given
some of the remarks from President Putin this
morning.

The President. I don’t think we can be sure
of anything at this point. I think there is the
possibility, the prospect that diplomacy may
deescalate the situation and we may be able to
move towards what has always been our goal,
which is let the Ukrainians make their own de-
cisions about their own lives.

There was a meeting in Geneva—represen-
tatives of the Ukrainian Government, the Rus-
sian Government, the EU, as well as the Unit-
ed States. It was a lengthy, vigorous conversa-
tion. My understanding is, is that the Ukrainian
Prime [Foreign]* Minister gave a detailed and
thorough presentation about the reforms that
they intend to introduce, including reforms
that provide assurances for Ukrainians who live
in eastern and southern Ukraine that they will
be fully represented, that their rights will be
protected, that Russian speakers and Russian
natives in Ukraine will have the full protection
of the law. And my understanding, based on
what I’ve heard, is that there was an acknowl-
edgement within the meeting that the Ukraini-
an Government in Kiev had gone out of its way
to address a range of the concerns that may
have existed in southern and eastern Ukraine.

There was a promising public statement that
indicated the need to disarm all irregular forc-
es and militias and groups that have been occu-
pying buildings. There was an offer of amnesty
to those who would willingly lay down their
arms, evacuate those buildings so that law and

order could be restored in eastern and south-
ern Ukraine.

The Russians signed on to that statement.
And the question now becomes, will, in fact,
they use the influence that they’ve exerted in a
disruptive way to restore some order so that
Ukrainians can carry out an election, move for-
ward with the decentralization reforms that
they’ve proposed, stabilize their economy, and
start getting back on the path of growth and
democracy and that their sovereignty will be
respected?

We’re not going to know whether, in fact,
there’s followthrough on these statements for
several days. And so today I spoke with Chan-
cellor Merkel; later on in the day, I’m going to
be speaking to David Cameron. We’re going to
be consulting with our European allies. Over
the last week, we have put in place additional
consequences that we can impose on the Rus-
sians if we do not see actual improvement of
the situation on the ground. And we are coor-
dinating now with our European allies.

My hope is that we actually do see fol-
lowthrough over the next several days. But I
don’t think, given past performance, that we
can count on that, and we have to be prepared
to potentially respond to what continue to be
efforts of interference by the Russians in east-
ern and southern Ukraine.

If in fact we do see improvements, then that
will obviously be a positive. In the meantime,
we’re going to make sure that we continue to
help the Ukrainian Government—working
with the IMF, the Europeans, and others—to
stabilize their economy and to start reforming
it. We’re going to continue to work with our
NATO allies to make sure that they are assured
that we’re going to meet our article 5 obliga-
tions and that they are secure.

And as I’ve said before—I think I had an in-
terview with Major yesterday in which I men-
tioned—this whole exercise by the Russians is
not good for Russia either. There are, I think, a
number of articles today indicating the degree
to which an economy that was already stuck in

 * White House correction.
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the mud is further deteriorating because of
these actions.

And in my conversations with President Pu-
tin, I’ve emphasized the same thing, that we
have no desire to see further deterioration of
the Russian economy. On the other hand, we
are going to continue to uphold the basic prin-
ciple of sovereignty and territorial integrity for
all countries, and that there is a way for
Ukraine to be independent, to be sovereign,
and to have positive relationships with both the
West and the East, with both its European
neighbors and its Russian neighbors. And
that’s our primary concern.

Maria Peña, La Opinión.

House Republican Leader Eric I. Cantor/Im-
migration Reform Legislation

Q. Yes, thank you, Mr. President. I’ve got a
hot spot for you here in the U.S. House Major-
ity Leader Eric Cantor said—or claimed that
you haven’t learned how to work with them.
And he’s angry that you’re attacking the GOP
on the lack of movement on immigration re-
form. So I was wondering if—how you respond
to that.

And the second part to that, right now you
have hunger strikers across the street demand-
ing relief for undocumented immigrants. And I
was wondering if you can dispel the rumors or
if there’s a leak from the White House that you
will make some sort of announcement in the
coming weeks to expand that relief for the un-
documented. Thank you.

The President. Well, I actually had a very
pleasant conversation with the—Mr. Cantor
yesterday.

Q. Really?
The President. I did. [Laughter] You’re al-

ways kind of surprised by the mismatch be-
tween press releases and the conversation. I
wished him happy Passover. And what I said to
him privately is something that I would share
with him—that I’ve said publicly, which is,
there is bipartisan support for comprehensive
immigration reform. It would strengthen our
economy, it would help with our security, and
it would provide relief to families who—many
of whom have lived here for years and who

have children and family members who are
U.S. citizens; and that Congress should act;
and that right now what’s holding us back is
House Republican leadership not willing to go
ahead and let the process move forward.

So it was a pretty friendly conversation. I
think in his press release, I gather he was refer-
ring to the observation that we had made a day
earlier that it had now been a year since the
Senate had passed a strong bipartisan bill and
that although we had heard a lot of talk about
the House Republicans being interested in do-
ing something, nothing had happened yet, and
suggesting that we need some urgency here. I
still feel the same way.

I know there are Republicans in the House,
as there are Republicans in the Senate, who
know this is the right thing to do. I also know
it’s hard politics for Republicans because there
are some in their base that are very opposed to
this. But what I also know is that there are fam-
ilies all across the country who are experienc-
ing great hardship and pain because this is not
getting resolved. I also know that there are
businesses around the country that could be
growing even faster, that our deficits could be
coming down faster, that we would have more
customers in our shops, if we get this thing re-
solved.

We know what the right thing to do is. It’s a
matter of political will. It’s not any longer a
matter of policy. And I’m going to continue to
encourage them to get this done.

As far as our actions, Jeh Johnson, our new
head of the Department of Homeland Securi-
ty, has been talking to everybody—law en-
forcement, immigrant rights groups—to do a
thoroughgoing review of our approach towards
enforcement. And we’re doing that in consulta-
tion with Democrats and Republicans and with
any interested party.

I do think that the system we have right now
is broken. I’m not alone in that opinion. The
only way to truly fix it is through congressional
action. We have already tried to take as many
administrative steps as we could. We’re going
to review it one more time to see if there’s
more that we can do to make it more consis-
tent with common sense and more consistent
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with, I think, the attitudes of the American
people, which is we shouldn’t be in the busi-
ness, necessarily, of tearing families apart who
otherwise are law abiding.

And so let me——
Q. Do you have a time?
The President. I won’t get into timing right

now because Mr. Johnson is going to go ahead
and do that review.

Tamara Keith [NPR].

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

Q. Yes. So you—regarding the Affordable
Care Act, I think you——

The President. Yes, let’s talk about that.
[Laughter]

Q. Since you brought it up. [Laughter] I
think everyone agrees that it has flaws. But
Democrats have been sort of reluctant in Con-
gress to reopen the conversation, and Republi-
cans have been more than happy to reopen the
conversation, but in a different way. Now that,
as you say, it’s here to stay, there are so many
people that signed up, in this environment, is it
possible to do the kind of corrections that the
business community and many others would
like to see, sort of, small, technical corrections?

The President. It is absolutely possible, but it
will require a change in attitude on the part of
the Republicans.

I have always said from the outset that on
any large piece of legislation like this, there are
going to be things that need to be improved,
need to be tweaked. I said that, I think, the day
I signed the bill. And I don’t think there’s been
any hesitation on our part to consider ideas
that would actually improve the legislation.
The challenge we have is, is that if you have
certain members in the Republican Party
whose view is, making it work better is a con-
cession to me, then it’s hard in that environ-
ment to actually get it done.

And I recognize that their party is going
through the stages of grief, right?  [Laughter]
Anger and denial and all that stuff—and we’re
not at acceptance yet. But at some point, my
assumption is, is that there will be an interest
to figure out how do we make this work in the
best way possible.

We have 8 million people signed up through
the exchanges. That doesn’t include the 3 mil-
lion young people who are able to stay on their
parent’s plan. It doesn’t include the 3 million
people who benefited from expansions to
Medicaid. So if my math is correct, that’s 14
million right there. You’ve got another 5 mil-
lion people who signed up outside of the mar-
ketplaces, but are part of the same insurance
pool. So we’ve got a sizable part of the U.S.
population now that are—in the first—for the
first time in many cases, in a position to enjoy
the financial security of health insurance.

And I’m meeting them as I’m on the road. I
met with—I saw a woman yesterday—young
woman, maybe 34, with her mom and her dad,
and she’s got two small kids and self-employed
husband and was diagnosed with breast cancer.
And this isn’t an abstraction to her. She is sav-
ing her home. She is saving her business. She is
saving her parents’ home, potentially, because
she’s got health insurance, which she just could
not afford.

And the question now becomes, if, in fact,
this is working for a lot of people, but there are
still improvements to make, why are we still
having a conversation about repealing the
whole thing, and why are we having folks say
that any efforts to improve it are somehow
handing Obama a victory? This isn’t about me.
And my hope is, is that we start moving beyond
that. My suspicion is, that probably will not
happen until after November, because it seems
as if this is the primary agenda item in the Re-
publican political platform.

But here’s what I know: The American peo-
ple would much rather see us talk about jobs,
would much rather see us talk about high col-
lege costs, would much rather see us discussing
how we can rebuild our roads and our bridges
and our infrastructure and put people back to
work. They’d much rather see us talk about
how we’d boost wages and boost incomes and
improve their individual family bottom lines.

And if the Republicans want to spend the
entire next 6 months or year talking about re-
pealing a bill that provides millions of people
health insurance without providing any mean-
ingful alternative, instead of wanting to talk
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about jobs and the economic situation of fami-
lies all across the country, that’s their preroga-
tive. At some point, I think they’ll make the
transition. That’s my hope anyway. If not,
we’re just going to keep on doing what we’re
doing, which is making it work for people all
across the country.

I’m sorry, I’m going to say one last thing
about this—[laughter]—just because this does
frustrate me: States that have chosen not to ex-
pand Medicaid for no other reason than politi-
cal spite. You’ve got 5 million people who
could be having health insurance right now at
no cost to these States—zero cost to these
States—other than ideological reasons. They
have chosen not to provide health insurance
for their citizens. That’s wrong. It should stop.
Those folks should be able to get health insur-
ance like everybody else.

Isaac [Edward-Isaac Dovere, Politico], from
Politico. Where are you, Isaac? There you are.

Ukraine/Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act/2014 Congressional Elections

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Given all that
you were just saying about the Affordable Care
Act, do you think it’s time for Democrats to
start campaigning loudly and positively on the
benefits of Obamacare? Will you lead that
charge?

And on Ukraine, you’ve said in other situa-
tions—Iran, for example—that the military op-
tion remains on the table even as talks go on. Is
the military option on the table with Russia?
And if so, would that be through NATO forces,
through lethal aid to Ukraine?

The President. Now, keep in mind, I think
I’ve been very clear that military options are
not on the table in Ukraine, because this is not
a situation that would be amenable to a clear
military solution. What we have to do is to cre-
ate an environment in which irregular forces
disarm, that the seizing of buildings cease, that
a national dialogue by Ukrainians—not by Rus-
sians, not by Americans, or anybody else, but
by Ukrainians—takes place. They move for-
ward with reforms that meet the interests of
the various groups within Ukraine, they move
forward with elections, and they start getting

their economic house in order. That’s what’s
going to solve the problem. 

And so, obviously, Russia right now still has
its forces amassed along the Ukrainian-Russian
border as a gesture of intimidation. And it is
our belief, and not ours alone, but I think
broad portions of the international community
believe that Russia’s hand is in the disruptions
and chaos that we’ve been seeing in southern
and eastern Ukraine. But there is an opportu-
nity for Russia to take a different approach. We
are encouraging them to do so.

In the meantime, we’re going to prepare ad-
ditional responses should Russia fail to take a
different course. We’ve already had an impact
on their economy that is well documented. It
could get significantly worse. But we don’t
have an interest in hurting ordinary Russians
just for the sake of it. Our strong preference
would be for Mr. Putin to follow through on
what is a glimmer of hope coming out of these
Geneva talks. But we’ll—we’re not going to
count on it until we see it. And in the mean-
time, we’re going to prepare what our other
options are.

With respect to the Affordable Care Act, my
point is that we’ve been having a political fight
about this for 5 years. We need to move on to
something else. That’s what the American peo-
ple are interested in. I think that Democrats
should forcefully defend and be proud of the
fact that millions of people, like the woman I
just described who I saw in Pennsylvania yes-
terday, we’re helping because of something we
did. I don’t think we should apologize for it,
and I don’t think we should be defensive about
it. I think there is a strong, good, right story to
tell.

I think what the other side is doing and what
the other side is offering would strip away pro-
tections from those families and from hun-
dreds of millions of people who already had
health insurance before the law passed, but
never knew if the insurance company could
drop them when they actually needed it, or
women who were getting charged more just
because they were a woman. I’m still puzzled
why they’ve made this their sole agenda item
when it comes to our politics. It’s curious.
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But it—what I intend to talk about is what
the American people are interested in hearing:
our plans for putting people back to work; our
plans for making sure our economy continues
to innovate; our plans to make sure that, as I
discussed yesterday, we’re training people for
the jobs that are out there right now and mak-
ing better use of our community colleges and
linking them up with businesses; and how
we’re going to continue to bring manufacturing
back the way we have over the last several
years; and how we’re going to put more money
in the pockets of ordinary people.

So if they want to—if Republicans want to
spend all their time talking about repealing a
law that’s working, that’s their business. I think
what Democrats should do is not be defensive,
but we need to move on and focus on other
things that are really important to the Ameri-
can people right now.

David Jackson [USA Today].

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act/In-
frastructure/Job Creation Efforts

Q. Yes, sir. Thank you. One reason the Re-
publicans talk about it is, there are people who
object to the law who said they’ve had prob-
lems with the law, and there are a significant
number of opponents of the law. I guess my
question is, what makes you think a significant
majority of the American people, of voters, will
accept this law? Or are we destined to see
health care as a 50/50, red State/blue State ar-
gument for years to come?

The President. Well, I think you’re mixing
up two things here, David. You said there are
people who have seen problems with the law.
That’s not 50 percent of the American people.
Right? There may have been folks who have
been affected in ways that they weren’t happy
about by the law. That is a fall—far smaller
number than the millions of people who’ve
been signed up. That doesn’t mean we
shouldn’t be concerned about it. That’s an area
where, as I said to Tamara, we should be open
to, are there ways that we can make it even
better? So that’s objective facts and real prob-
lems out there.

The other side of it is just polling, right,
what’s the general opinion of the law, which is
attached to general opinions about me or about
Democrats and partisanship in the country
generally.

My view is that the longer we see the law
benefiting millions of people, the more we see
accusations that the law is hurting millions of
people being completely debunked, as some of
you in the press have done, and the more the
average American who already has health in-
surance sees that it’s actually not affecting
them in an adverse way, then it becomes less of
a political football, which is where I want it to
be. This shouldn’t be a political football. This
should be something that we take for granted,
that in this country, you should be able to get
affordable health care regardless of how
wealthy you are.

Now, the larger issue about whether we can
move past the polarization and, sort of, the bit-
ter political debates between Democrats and
Republicans, of which Obamacare is just one
small part, that’s going to take more time. But
it’s not for lack of trying on my part. And I
think that I speak for all Democrats in saying,
we would much prefer a constructive conversa-
tion with the Republicans about how do we get
some stuff done, and let’s focus on some areas
that the American people really care about.

On jobs, we know that infrastructure would
put people back to work right now and it would
improve our economy for the long term. It
didn’t used to be a partisan issue. Why aren’t
we coming up with a way to make sure that
we’re rebuilding our roads and our bridges and
improving our air traffic control system?
There’s no reason that has to be political.
There really isn’t any ideological disagreement
on that. And I guarantee you after this winter,
if you look at the potholes that are the size of
canyons all across big chunks of the United
States, that people would like to see an infra-
structure bill. Well, let’s get it done.

Q. How long before health care ceases to
become a political football, do you think? Are
we talking years? Months?

The President. I think it’s hard to say. It’s in-
teresting, I spoke at the LBJ Library the other
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day, and most of us weren’t around to pay real
close attention to those debates, or they’re
pretty distant now in the past. Apparently, it
took several years before people realized, hey,
Medicare actually works, and it’s lifting a lot of
seniors out of despair and poverty.

So we’ve been through this cycle before. It
happens each and every time we make some
strides in terms of strengthening our commit-
ments to each other and we expand some of
these social insurance programs.

There’s a lot of fearmongering and a lot of
political argument and debate, and a lot of ac-
cusations are flung back and forth about social-
ized medicine and the end of freedom. And
then it turns out that, you know what, it’s work-
ing for a lot of folks, and we still live in a free-
market society, and the Constitution is intact.

And then we move on. And I don’t know how
long it’s going to take. But in the meantime,
how about us focusing on some things that the
American people really care about? All right?

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 3:40 p.m. in the James S. Brady Press Brief-
ing Room at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to Acting Minister of
Foreign Affairs Andriy Deshchytsya of
Ukraine; Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germa-
ny; Prime Minister David Cameron of the
United Kingdom; President Vladimir Vladi-
mirovich Putin of Russia; Major Garrett, chief
White House correspondent, CBS News; and
Pittsburgh, PA, resident Kimberly Francis, and
her parents Judith and Michael Sparlin.

Statement on the Sinking of the South Korean Ferry Sewol
April 17, 2014

On behalf of all the American people, Mi-
chelle and I send our deepest and heartfelt
condolences to the families of the victims of
the tragic ferry sinking off the coast of the Re-
public of Korea. The bonds of friendship be-
tween the American and Korean people are
strong and enduring, and our hearts ache to
see our Korean friends going through such a
terrible loss, especially the loss of so many
young students. South Korea is one of our clos-
est allies, and American Navy personnel and

U.S. marines are already on the scene assisting
with the search and rescue efforts. I’ve direct-
ed our military to provide any and all assistance
requested by our Korean partners in the days
ahead. As I will underscore on my visit to Seoul
next week, America’s commitment to our ally
South Korea is unwavering, in good times and
in bad. As the Korean people deal with this
heartbreaking tragedy, they will have the un-
ending support and friendship of the United
States.

Statement on the Death of Gabriel García Márquez
April 17, 2014

With the passing of Gabriel García
Márquez, the world has lost one of its greatest
visionary writers and one of my favorites from
the time I was young. Affectionately known as
Gabo to millions of his fans, he first won inter-
national recognition with his masterpiece
“One Hundred Years of Solitude.” I once had
the privilege to meet him in Mexico, where he
presented me with an inscribed copy that I

cherish to this day. As a proud Colombian, a
representative and voice for the people of the
Americas, and as a master of the magic realism
genre, he has inspired so many others, some-
times even to pick up the pen themselves. I of-
fer my thoughts to his family and friends,
whom I hope take solace in the fact that
Gabo’s work will live on for generations to
come.
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