NOTE: The President spoke at 9:27 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Frazier Glenn Miller, Jr.,
suspected gunman in the April 13 shooting at
the Jewish Community Center of Greater Kan-
sas City in Overland Park, KS; William L. Cor-
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poron and his grandson Reat G. Underwood,
who were killed in the shooting; Adam Hamil-
ton, founding pastor, United Methodist
Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, KS;
and Joel C. Hunter, senior pastor, Northland,
A Church Distributed, in Longwood, FL.

Statement on the Observance of Passover

April 14, 2014

Michelle and T send our warmest greetings
to all those celebrating Passover in the United
States, in Israel, and around the world.

On Tuesday, just as we have every year of
my Presidency, my family will join the millions
taking part in the ancient tradition of the Sed-
er. We will enjoy the company of friends and
loved ones, retell a timeless story, and give
thanks for the freedom we are so blessed to en-
joy.

Yet, even as we celebrate, our prayers will
be with the people of Overland Park, Kansas,
and the family and friends of the three inno-
cent people who were killed when a gunman,
just 1 day before Passover, opened fire at a
Jewish community center and retirement
home on Sunday. As Americans, we will con-
tinue to stand united against this kind of terri-
ble violence, which has no place in our society.
We will continue to come together across
faiths to combat the ignorance and intolerance,
including anti-Semitism, that can lead to ha-
tred and violence. And we will never lose faith
that compassion and justice will ultimately tri-
umph over hate and fear.

For that is one of the great lessons of the Ex-
odus. The tale of the Hebrew slaves and their
flight from Egypt carries the hope and promise
that the Jewish people have held in their hearts
for thousands of years, and it is has inspired
countless generations in their own struggles for
freedom around the globe.

In America, the Passover story has always
had special meaning. We come from different
places and diverse backgrounds, but we are
bound together by a journey from bondage to
liberty enshrined in our founding documents
and continued in each generation. As we were
so painfully reminded on Sunday, our world is
still in need of repair, but the story of the Exo-
dus teaches us that with patience, determina-
tion, and abundant faith, a brighter future is
possible. Chag Sameach.

NOTE: The statement referred to William L.
Corporon, Reat G. Underwood, and Terri La-
Manno, who were killed in the April 13 shoot-
ings at the Jewish Community Center of Great-
er Kansas City and the Village Shalom assisted
living center in Overland Park, KS; and Frazier
Glenn Miller, Jr., the suspected gunman.

Statement on the First Anniversary of the Boston Marathon Bombing

April 15, 2014

A year ago, tragedy struck at the 117th
Boston Marathon. Four innocent people
were killed that week, and hundreds more
were wounded. Today we remember Krys-
tle Campbell, Lingzi Lu, Martin Richard,
and Sean Collier. And we send our thoughts
and prayers to those still struggling to re-
cover.
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We also know that the most vivid images
from that day were not of smoke and chaos,
but of compassion, kindness, and strength: a
man in a cowboy hat helping a wounded
stranger out of harm’s way, runners embracing
loved ones and each other, an EMT carrying a
spectator to safety. Today we recognize the in-
credible courage and leadership of so many
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Bostonians in the wake of unspeakable tragedy.
And we offer our deepest gratitude to the cou-
rageous firefighters, police officers, medical
professionals, runners, and spectators who, in
an instant, displayed the spirit Boston was built
on: perseverance, freedom, and love.

One year later, we also stand in awe of the
men and women who continue to inspire us:
learning to stand, walk, dance, and run again.
With each new step our country is moved by the

resilience of a community and a city. And when
the sun rises over Boylston Street next Monday,
Patriot’s Day, hundreds of thousands will come
together to show the world the meaning of
“Boston Strong,” as a city chooses to run again.

NOTE: The statement referred to Carlos Arre-
dondo, a spectator at the 2013 Boston Mara-
thon who assisted Jeff Bauman, Jr., who was
wounded in the bombing.

Remarks at the Community College of Allegheny County North Campus in

North Fayette Township, Pennsylvania

April 16, 2014

The President. Hello, everybody!

Audience members. Hello!

The President. Hello, Allegheny County! Joe
and I decided it was time for a guys’ trip.
[Laughter] Actually, Michelle and Jill wanted
us out the house. [Laughter] They said—so we
decided to take a little road trip. And we are
thrilled to be back here with a lot of good
friends and folks who are doing terrific work
every single day.

We brought with us some people who are
doing some important work, trying to make
sure that we’re building on the kind of success
that we're seeing here. First of all, Commerce
Secretary Penny Pritzker is here. Give Penny a
big round of applause. We've got a great friend
and an outstanding Senator, Bob Casey, in the
house. Congressman Mike Doyle is here. One
of the biggest Steelers fans we've got. [Laugh-
ter] We've got County Executive Rich Fitzger-
ald here in the house. Outstanding mayor of
Pittsburgh, Bill Peduto is here. And your col-
lege president, Quintin Bullock, is here. [Ap-
plause] Hey!

And of course, all of you are here. [Ap-
plause] Yeah! Yeah! [Laughter] Now, we're
here because CCAC is an outstanding model
of the kind of job-driven training we're trying
to encourage all across the country. And Joe
and T just spent some time checking out the
machines and motors that are being used here
to train folks in mechatronics. Now, I have to
say that before I came here, I didn’t know
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there was such a thing as mechatronics.
[Laughter] Sounds like something that Godzil-
la would be fighting. [Laughter] It turns out, it
has to do with engineering, how stuff works.
And we saw firsthand everything that you are
doing to train more workers for new jobs and
better jobs, jobs companies need to keep grow-
ing.

And what we want to do is, we want to repli-
cate your model across the country. You're do-
ing something right that is making a difference
in people’s lives, and we want to spread the
word. So that’s why we're here today in Allegh-
eny County, because I'm taking some new ac-
tion to expand this kind of job-driven training
to all 50 States.

And Joe talked a little bit about why we have
to do this, because in today’s economy, it’s nev-
er been more important to make sure that our
folks are trained for the jobs that are there and
for the jobs of the future.

Now, we’ve spent the past 5% years fighting
back from the worst economic crisis in our life-
times. The good news is, our economy is grow-
ing again, our businesses are creating jobs.
We've created nearly 9 million jobs over the
past 4 years. We've cut our deficits by more
than half. Our manufacturing sector that used
to be losing jobs, just hemorrhaging jobs, is
now adding jobs for the first time since the
1990s. [Applause] First time since the 1990s.
High school dropout rates are going down.
College attendance rates and graduation rates
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