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What we’ve seen is that as technology has
evolved, the guidelines and structures that
constrain how our intelligence agencies operat-
ed have not kept pace with these advances in
technology. And although, having examined
over the last year, year and a half what’s been
done, I’m confident that everybody in our in-
telligence agencies operates in the best of in-
tentions and is not snooping into the privacy of
ordinary Dutch, German, French, or American
citizens. What is true is, is that there is a dan-
ger because of these new technologies that at
some point, it could be abused. And that’s why
I initiated a broad-based review of what we
could do.

There are a couple of things that we did that
are unprecedented. In my speech, I an-
nounced that, for the first time, under my di-
rection, that we are going to treat the privacy
concerns of non-U.S. persons as seriously as
we are the constraints that already exist by law
on U.S. persons. We’re doing that not because
we’re bound by international law, but because
ultimately, it’s the right thing to do.

With respect to some of the aspects of data
collection, what I’ve been very clear about is, is
that there has to be a narrow purpose to it, not
a broad-based purpose; but it’s rather based on
a specific concern around terrorism or coun-
terproliferation or human trafficking or some-
thing that I think all of us would say has to be
pursued.

And so what I’ve tried to do then is to make
sure that my intelligence teams are consulting
very closely at each stage with their counter-
parts in other nations so that there’s greater
transparency in terms of what exactly we’re do-
ing, what we’re not doing. Some of the report-

ing here in Europe, as well as the United
States, frankly, has been pretty sensationalized.
I think the fears about our privacy in this age of
the Internet and big data are justified. I think
the actual facts—people would have an assur-
ance if—that if you are just the ordinary citizen
in any of these countries, that your privacy, in
fact, is not being invaded on.

But I recognize that because of these revela-
tions, that there’s a process that’s taking place
where we have to win back the trust not just of
governments, but more importantly, of ordi-
nary citizens. And that’s not going to happen
overnight, because I think that there’s a ten-
dency to be skeptical of government and to be
skeptical in particular of U.S. intelligence ser-
vices. And so it’s going be necessary for us—
the step we took that was announced today, I
think, is an example of us slowly, systematically
putting in more checks, balances, legal pro-
cesses.

The good news is that I’m very confident
that it can be achieved, and I’m also confident
that the core values that America has always
believed in, in terms of privacy, rule of law, in-
dividual rights, that that has guided the United
States for many years and it will continue to
guide us into the future. Okay?

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you again.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 4 p.m. at the Gemeentemuseum Den Haag.
In his remarks, the President referred to Alli-
son M. MacFarlane, Chairwoman, U.S. Nucle-
ar Regulatory Commission. He also referred to
the Organization for Security and Co-operation
in Europe (OSCE). 

Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk
of Ukraine
March 25, 2014

On the occasion of the third Nuclear Securi-
ty Summit in The Hague, the United States
and Ukraine today reaffirm their strategic part-
nership and emphasize the important role of
nuclear nonproliferation in that relationship.

The United States values its 20-year partner-
ship with Ukraine on these issues. Our nonpro-
liferation partnership dates from Ukraine’s
1994 decision to remove all nuclear weapons
from its territory and to accede to the Treaty
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on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
as a non-nuclear-weapon state. In the 1994 Bu-
dapest Memorandum, the United States, the
Russian Federation, and the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland wel-
comed these Ukrainian actions, and they reaf-
firmed their commitment to Ukraine to re-
spect the independence, sovereignty, and ex-
isting borders of Ukraine. The United States
government reaffirms that commitment today
to the new Ukrainian government and the peo-
ple of Ukraine, including in Crimea. The Unit-
ed States government condemns Russia’s fail-
ure to abide by its commitments under the Bu-
dapest Memorandum with its unilateral mili-
tary actions in Ukraine. Russia’s actions
undermine the foundation of the global securi-
ty architecture and endanger European peace
and security. Ukraine and the United States
emphasize that they will not recognize Russia’s
illegal attempt to annex Crimea. Crimea is an
integral part of Ukraine. The United States will
continue to help Ukraine affirm its sovereignty
and territorial integrity. As the people of
Ukraine work to restore unity, peace, and secu-
rity to their country, the United States will
stand by their side.

The United States and Ukraine reiterate
their commitment to upholding their nuclear
nonproliferation commitments. The United
States recognizes the importance of the 2012
removal of all highly enriched uranium from
Ukraine. This removal again highlighted
Ukraine’s leadership in nuclear security and
nonproliferation, as we collectively work to-
gether to secure the world’s vulnerable nuclear
material. As part of its support for this effort,
the United States committed in 2010 to work
with Ukraine to construct a Neutron Source
Facility at the Kharkiv Institute for Physics and

Technology. This month construction of the
Neutron Source Facility was completed. The
facility, equipped with the most up-to-date
technology to operate at the highest safety
standards, provides Ukraine with new research
capabilities and the ability to produce industri-
al and medical isotopes for the benefit of the
Ukrainian people.

This state of the art facility is representative
of the modern, European state the Govern-
ment of Ukraine is committed to building. To
build on this important cooperation, the Unit-
ed States will continue to provide technical
support for the Neutron Source Facility as
Ukraine completes the necessary final equip-
ment installation, testing, and start-up to make
the facility fully operational as soon as practi-
cal.

This successful effort reflects broad U.S.-
Ukrainian cooperation on nuclear security and
nonproliferation. Our countries recently ex-
tended the U.S.-Ukraine Cooperative Threat
Reduction (CTR) Umbrella Agreement and
the U.S.-Ukraine Agreement Concerning Op-
erational Safety Enhancements, Risk Reduc-
tion Measures, and Nuclear Safety Regulation
for Civilian Nuclear Facilities in Ukraine.

The United States and Ukraine intend to
continue to partner to prevent nuclear prolifer-
ation by improving Ukraine’s ability to detect
nuclear materials on its borders, to provide
physical protection at sites with nuclear or ra-
dioactive materials, and to maintain an ade-
quate export control system in order to help re-
alize the goals of the Nuclear Security Sum-
mits.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President Obama and President Nursultan Nazarbayev of
Kazakhstan on Cooperation in the Sphere of Nonproliferation and
Strengthening Nuclear Security
March 25, 2014

The Republic of Kazakhstan and the United
States of America have confirmed a shared

commitment to nonproliferation and strength-
ening nuclear security. 
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